
SEPTEMBER 26
Lesson 2: The Moral Code (Romans 2:1-16)

2 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you
judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 2 Now
we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere
human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s
judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?

5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God “will repay each
person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor
and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and
follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble and distress for every human being who
does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does
good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism.

12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be
judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those
who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do
by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law.
15 They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing
witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them.) 16 This
will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel
declares.



MAIN GOAL
Just being morally right, doesn’t bring you salvation. Instead, salvation comes through Jesus Christ
alone.

STRUCTURE
Throughout this series, the main method of teaching will be through discussion at tables. Since the
whole series is about putting us on a level playing field, it’s important that we are able to have
conversations with one another. Therefore the night will look like this:

Schedule
As always, this is subject to change each week.
5:30 - Mealtime
6:10 - Announcements & Other Updates
6:15 - Game Time
7:00 - Lesson (See breakdown during lesson)
8:00 - Dismiss

Additional Notes
● Game Time: Aaron Clark will be leading games.
● During Lesson time, I would like for an adult to be present at each table to teach youth. If you

plan on being there, please shoot me a text so I can begin preparing for who I know will be
there. Thank you.



CONTEXT
What came before?
Last week, we unpacked a hefty passage that addresses everyone, especially everyone who is away
from God. Paul is setting the stage to begin speaking directly to the Jewish population in Rome. Most
likely, the Jews in the congregation would’ve been hearing this letter, sitting back and thinking… that’s
right! Stick it to those Gentiles! That perverse people! Now it’s Paul’s turn to address his own people,
the Jews.

BUT if you thought the Gentiles were going to get wrath, what do you think God is going to do with
those whom he gave The Law to, yet still did not do what it said?

Also note that in last week's passage, Paul declares of the Gentiles, they are “without excuse.” In the
beginning of this passage, we see his same expression used toward the Jews. They too “have no
excuse.” Ultimately, EVERYONE (Jew and Gentile alike) are without excuse.

Judgement
There was a belief that because the Jews received The Law, they were the ones to administer that
law on the world. This meant Israel became the judges of the world. Thus, if the world did not live
according to The Law, then the world was condemned. But this is a grace misunderstanding by the
Jews.

The reason they were given The Law from God was not to use it to govern the world, but to
understand holy living within a community. And as a community focused on holy living, they then
become a light for the rest of the world to see holiness. If the world sees holiness, then it sees God.

Judgement in this section of Romans thus refers to condemnation toward that person. To look upon
someone and declare their eternal destiny. We know this because of Paul's phrase at the end of
verse 1. He expresses that by passing judgement on Gentiles, Jews are thus condemning
themselves.

Jews and The Promise
Jewish tradition expressed that Jews were the chosen people of God, which is very true! But the
major question to ask is what were they chosen for? In a Jews eyes, this meant that if one is in the
bloodline of Abraham, and has been circumcised, then he is declared righteous before God.

As the chosen people of God, the Jews were given the Law of God, which gave a picture of holy
living. They were given a Promised Land, where Israel would live. And they were given a promise of
the future. The only problem is that’s not exactly what being chosen was about. Being chosen meant
the Jews were to be a beacon of light to the rest of the world to show the world who God is. They
were given The Law to demonstrate what holy living looked like and thus show the world who God is.

The Jews never truly followed through with their end of the bargain. They did not obey the Law,
therefore did not live holy lives. They never fully overtook the Holy Land because in their conquest,
they continued to deny God’s request to destroy everything. The false belief of the Jew was that
because they were chosen, that also made them God’s favorites. They believed even if they didn’t



live righteously, they would still be granted eternal peace because their bloodline traces back to
Abraham.

Good Works? (vv.7-8)
It’s easy to read verse 7 and assume God encourages seeking one’s own glory, honor and
immortality. But when read in contrast with the following verse, we can easily pick up on what Paul is
trying to say.

God and Favoritism
First for the Jew, then for the Gentile. While does the Jew always have to be first? That seems quite
unfair! Yet later Paul says this of God, “For God does not show favoritism.” Let’s unpack this…

The Chosen People
When you are chosen by the God of the universe, you might believe you are something special. Well,
Israel was chosen by God. They were something special, and they very much believed they were
something special. So much, in fact, that it didn’t matter how they lived their lives. If they were God’s
chosen, then no harm would come to them and their eternity was set.

The problem comes when Israel made the mistake that God chose them to do something, not just be
his favorites. God chose them to be a beacon of his presence to the nations. God chose them to bring
hope and deliver the world from sin through their offspring. Instead, Jews ultimately rejected the
notion that God would desire any to be saved except them. And by believing this, the missed the
mark on what it meant to be a chosen people.

The Order
When Paul says first to the Jew, then to the Gentile he’s quite accurate. Because God’s chosen
people are the people of Israel, they were the first to receive The Law. They were the first to be given
a specific land by God. They were the first to provide a Savior. The Jews were the first. Gentiles
(non-Jews) on the other hand, come in second.

What this also means is the Jews are the first to receive consequences too. Notice how Paul talks
about not-so-good things in verses 8-9. The Jews who act this way will be the first to receive trouble
and distress from God. As for the Gentiles, they are the second to receive the consequences.

Hear and Obey
The Law is exactly what it is. It tells us what is right and wrong. There are those who proclaim to
follow Jesus who agree with a moral code, but when it comes to living that moral code out… they
choose to do their own thing. It’s enough to agree with morality, another to actually do it.

In this case, Paul is very specific with his Jewish Christian audience. You are to be DOERS of the
word. This verse harkens back to James 1:22. Don’t just listen to God’s word, but be doers of it! This
is a common theme throughout scripture. We must DO, not just hear.



LESSON
Recap - Pastor Josh (5min)

Table Questions: Judgement (Romans 2:1-4) (10min)
● Read Romans 2:1-4

● What word(s) do you see repeated? What is their significance?
There are a few words, but the one I’ll focus on is judgement. For the significance and better
understanding of judgement, please refer to the context above.

● What is the difference between God’s judgement and human judgement?
God’s judgement desires repentance more than anything. Verse 4 says his kindness leads to
repentance. In human judgement, we often see a different approach. It’s for correction,
condemnation, and division.

● Paul says that the Jews do “the same thing”. What does that mean?
To do the same things means to sin! God can judge because he is without sin, yet those with
sin have no right to pass judgement on others who have sin as well… the distinction here,
though, is we’re talking about judgement as condemnation. If your desire is to see repentance,
then you have the same view of judgment as God, and will most likely approach life with
compassion and mercy.

Condemnation or Repentance? - P. Josh (5min)

Table Questions:  (Romans 2:5-11) (10min)
● Read Romans 2:5-11

● In verse 6, Paul quotes a passage from the Old Testament. Where in the Old Testament is this
passage found? What does this verse mean?
The two passages this is taken from are Psalm 62:12 and Proverbs 24:12. Help the students
figure this out by pointing out the little letter (or number) in their Bible at the end of the verse.
This should take you to the bottom where a corresponding letter (or number) will tell you what
scripture this is related to.

To be given “according to what I’ve done” means to receive due penalty for my crimes. We’re
talking about consequences. Israel had mistakenly believed they were to judge the world,
because they were given The Law. Instead, it is God’s respondiblity to judge and it’s Israel’s
responsibility to show proper living within a community of people. The consequence? The
consequence for sin is death. Regardless of how moral a person is, death is still a part of that
person’s life.

● Paul says God doesn’t show favoritism, but it looks like the Jews are always first, what does
this mean? Please refer to the context above



● There are two types of people spoken about in this section of scripture. Who are they?  What
do each of these people receive as a consequence for their choice of lifestyle? And which one
would you say most identifies you?
The two types of people are those who seek holiness (doing good, seeking glory and honor)
and those who are self-seeking (reject the truth and follow evil). The former receives eternal
life, while the latter receives wrath and anger.

The Misunderstanding of a Call - P. Josh (5min)
Just as the Jews severely misunderstood their responsibility in being God’s chosen, we must also ask
the same question of ourselves. Do we truly understand what it means to be a Christian? Do we
understand the responsibilities we have as followers of CHrist? Look at what happened to the Jews
who were chosen…

Obedience Breeds Righteousness (Romans 2:12-16) (10min)
● Read Romans 2:12-16

● What do these verses tell us about God?
Open-ended question

● What is Paul trying to explain in verse 12?
Paul is trying to help the Romans understand that judgement comes regardless of whether you
live by the law or not. Judgement comes to those who uphold the law and those who reject the
law.

● What is the difference between hearing the Law and Obeying the Law?
Hearing the Law can cause us to simply find assurance of salvation in agreeing with God. But
God doesn't want us to just agree with him, he wants us to live like him. He wants to hear his
commands and LIVE. All else will lead to death.

The Problem of Agreeing - P. Josh (5min)
Too often in church we find people who are completely fine with simply agreeing with what is
preached or taught, but do very little in acting up on what they hear. Essentially, one feels vindicated
for having the right moral code, but does very little to live by it. Be DOERS of the word.


