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6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.
7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is
through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other words, it is not the children by
physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded
as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will
return, and Sarah will have a son.”

10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac.
11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s
purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older
will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”

14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses,

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”

16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 17 For
Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power
in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 Therefore God has mercy on
whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.

19 One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his
will?” 20 But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the
one who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’” 21 Does not the potter have the right to
make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common
use?

22 What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with
great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did this to make
the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for
glory— 24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?



MAIN THEME
God is Sovereign. Plain and simple. But we must ask the question, am I okay with that?

LESSON OVERVIEW
There is a major question that needs to be asked concerning God and his relationship with the Jews. Why
them? They have failed over and over again. They’ve abandoned God, they’ve rejected Jesus, and yet God
still has a special place in his heart for them. Why?

Well, the answer to that question lies in God’s Justice and Mercy. And for Israel, that can be a positive, and can
be a negative. As the chosen nation, it is up to God who receives compassion. It is up to God whom he
chooses to suffer for his sake. It is up to God who receives glory, who receives mercy, who receives wrath, who
receives pain… you get the idea. And we are welcome to ask why, but it’s not our place to judge God for his
actions. To do so shows our limited view of eternity, but also shows how great we think of ourselves in relation
to God.



COMMENTARY
Who Failed Here?
It’s easy to assume that God’s Word failed because Israel didn’t follow through with their end of the covenants.
Even worse, not only have they consistently rejected YHWH throughout history, they rejected God in the flesh -
Jesus Christ! They killed him! Paul makes an effort to help his readers see where the failure came from. The
failure was in Israel to see that even as the chosen, God will, is and will always use them to bring salvation to
the world.

“In this section Paul begins his explanation of the reasons for Israel’s failure to embrace the
gospel and experience its blessings. He insists that her failure is in no way the result of any
failure of God’s word. God by his own sovereign choice determines to whom he will show mercy.
But this does not mean that there is any injustice on his part. As Creator he has the right to do
whatever he wills with what he has made. However, this is not the whole story, for as
9:30–10:21 will show, Israel herself bears responsibility for the rejection of the gospel.”

- Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary

The 2nd Child: Loved and Hated
Abraham’s 2nd child, Isaac was chosen by God to receive the promise of God; to carry the blessing
through his offspring. Similarly, Isaac’s 2nd son, Jacob was chosen by God (even before he was born)
to be the one who would carry the blessing on.

Traditionally speaking, the responsibility of blessing, lineage, inheritance, etc. would be carried on by
the first born. But that’s not how God operates. God chooses whom he wants to carry his blessing. This
is why scripture says, “I have loved Jacob, but I have hated Esau.” Essentially, God is saying, “I’ve
chosen Jacob, I’ve not chosen Esau.”

Can A Sovereign God Be Just?
Well, that depends on who defines what justice is. And here’s the bottom line: Whoever defines justice
is god (lowercase g on purpose). Paul uses the imagery of the potter and clay to determine this
logically. Can a piece of pottery say to it’s creator, “why did you make me this way?” Yes! We can ask
God that question, but we must be ready for the answer. Because the answer reveals who defines
justice. Only the one who is in control, God, defines true justice. And for God, his justice is what
accomplishes his purpose (Romans 8:28) - and what he accomplishes will be for the good of his
people/his kingdom.

The Providence Debate
And we’re back again! Does God choose the destiny of each human being? Does he choose who goes
to heaven, and who goes to hell? To be honest, I don’t know. So… here are some commentators views
on it:

Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary:
“Throughout these chapters we must bear in mind what Paul is doing and not complain because he is
not answering the questions we would like him to answer. He is arguing that his doctrine of justification
is not in contradiction of the Old Testament position that marks out the Jews as God’s chosen people…
Sometimes his argument is regarded as not particularly convincing, but that is because we look at it
from a modern Western standpoint. Paul, however, was arguing with first-century Jews, not modern
Westerners.



This will account for the omission of some things that we would like to see dealt with. Thus Paul argues
for God’s absolute freedom and does not address himself to the measure in which we have freedom or
how our freedom relates to God’s freedom. If God is free to do what he wills and if all who are saved
are saved because God predestined them, then modern people are apt to ask, “Are we not reduced to
the level of puppets?” But Paul is not discussing our freedom at all. We would like to have his thoughts
on the matter, but that is not the question before him. He neither affirms nor denies that we are free. He
simply does not discuss the question at all…”

John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today:
“So God is not unjust. The fact is, as Paul demonstrated in the early chapters of his letter, that all
human beings are sinful and guilty in God’s sight (3:9, 19), so that nobody deserves to be saved. If
therefore God hardens some, he is not being unjust, for that is what their sin deserves. If, on the other
hand, he has compassion on some, he is not being unjust, for he is dealing with them in mercy. The
wonder is not that some are saved and others not, but that anybody is saved at all. For we deserve
nothing at God’s hand but judgment. If we receive what we deserve (which is judgment), or if we
receive what we do not deserve (which is mercy), in neither case is God unjust. If therefore anybody is
lost, the blame is theirs, but if anybody is saved, the credit is God’s. This antinomy contains a mystery
which our present knowledge cannot solve; but it is consistent with Scripture, history and experience.”

William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, The New Daily Study Bible:
“Once again, we are staggered by this argument. It is, of course, not true to say that God can do
anything. He cannot do anything which contradicts his own nature. He cannot be responsible for any
act which is unjust and which, in fact, breaks his own laws. We find it hard, and even impossible, to
conceive of a God who irresponsibly gives mercy to one and not to another, and who raises up a king to
be a mere puppet or pawn through whom his own avenging power may be demonstrated. But the
argument would be valid and convincing to a Jew, because again, in essence, it means that God is
behind everything.

When we get to the end of this argument, it does conserve one great truth. It is impossible to think of
the relationship between God and human beings in terms of justice. We have no claim on God
whatever. The created has no claim on the Creator. Whenever justice enters into it, the answer is that,
from God, men and women deserve nothing and can claim nothing. In God’s dealings with the world,
the essential things are his will and his mercy.”

John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Romans 9-16
“The natural human response is to assert that God was unjustly arbitrary in choosing one over the other
long before they would have opportunity to trust or reject Him or to be obedient or disobedient. That
natural response, however, is tantamount to saying that there is injustice with God. So Paul asks
rhetorically if we have a right to accuse God of being unjust.

That accusation has been raised throughout the history of the church and is still heard today when
God’s election and predestination are proclaimed. How can God elect one person and reject another
before they are even born? In light of human wisdom and standards, especially in democratic societies,
where all people are considered equal before the law, the ideas of election and predestination are
repulsive and unacceptable. Those doctrines, it is claimed, could not possibly characterize a God who
is truly just and righteous. To the saved but ignorant or immature mind, God simply could not do such a
thing, and to the unsaved mind, a god like that would not be worthy of recognition, much less worship.”



LESSON OUTLINE
Structure: Table Questions
Given the nature of the material in chapters 9-11, I find it best to spend our time together in one large
group. Much of this information is “heady” information. We are learning some important truths about
God and his chosen people. However, the practicality of these truths will be hard to depict through
object lessons, but rather need to be applied to our living as we approach life through a Spirit-mindset.

vv. 6-13 - God’s Word Is True
The main goal of this section is to help students see that God mistakenly chose the wrong people to
fulfill his purpose. Yet, Paul’s argument is that God did choose the right people and he is still using them
to this day!

1. Why would anyone think God’s word failed?
If God chose Israel to be the nation to bring salvation to the world, then why did that nation
reject God? Why did they so often worship other gods? Why did they not fulfill their end of the
covenants? Why did they KILL the son of God?

It is these questions that lead many to question if God really knew what he was doing in having
Israel be his chosen nation.

2. When God said, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” What do you think he meant by that?
Loved in this sense was in relation to carrying the promise of God. To a Jew or an ancient
person this would be understandable. With our modern muddled understanding of the word
love, it would be better understand as, “Jacob I chose, but Esau I did not choose.”

3. What is significant about Isaac and Jacob in relation to their brothers Ishamael (Isaac’s brother)
and Esau (Jacob’s brother)? And what does that have to do with God’s chosen people?
Isaac and Jacob were both 2nd sons. They were not the firstborn to receive the inheritance.
Read more about this in the commentary section.

This is significant for Gentiles to receive salvation from Jesus and to be called Chosen by God.
It shows that God isn’t held by the standards of civilizations or cultures. He can do what he
wants, because he’s sovereign over all.

vv. 14-18 - God is Sovereign
This is a quality of God that we must know. We want students to see that God’s in control, but his
control is one of mercy.

1. What does sovereign mean? And what does it mean that God is sovereign?
Sovereign means supreme ruler. If God is sovereign, he is the supreme ruler over all! If God is
ruler over all, then God is the one who chooses what is right and wrong. He chooses what is
good. He chooses when to be merciful and wrathful.

2. How does Paul argue that God IS fair? Would you agree or disagree?
Paul’s argument is that God is merciful. In God’s sovereignty, we need not be concerned that
God will be unjust, because God has never shown himself to be unjust. He is always merciful.
It’s a part of his name. You may point students to Exodus 34:6-7



3. Read vv.16-18. What is Paul saying here?
Paul uses the example of Pharaoh to show God’s power over humanity. Pharaoh, who at first
rejected God’s request to release Israel had hardened his own heart, ultimately rejecting God as
Lord over all. Later, God does the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart in order to show his power and
glory to the world.

Paul’s use of this instance shows that God will choose whom he wants to accomplish his
purposes. In Romans 8:28, we see God showing that everything that happens works to the
good of those who love him and fulfill his purposes. Now he shows that even individual lives are
used to accomplish his will.

vv. 19-24 - The Divine Potter
Is God fair, is a question that is extremely relevant to this day. And the question we must be willing to
answer is, “who defines justice?” Whoever determines justice, what is right and wrong, what is fair…
that is the one who is in control. It is in our flesh (sinful nature) that we yearn to be the one who
declares fairness.

1. Read v. 20. Is it okay to question God?
YES! God welcomes questions. But the bigger question is this: Are you ready for God’s answer?
It may be something you don’t like. It may conflict with your own view of “fair” or “justice”. It may
conflict with what you have determined to be what is right and wrong. If so, then you must
ultimately reconcile who is to be sovereign over your life, and let that one define “fair” and
“justice”.

2. How does Paul use the analogy of the potter and clay to describe God’s relationship with human
beings?
When a potter is making a piece. He must take it from a lump of clay. The clay isn’t special in
any way other than it is intended for a specific purpose: to be molded as the potter desires. The
potter must therefore decide what he wants to shape the piece of clay into. It can be an
ornamental piece, or a gift, or something that is used for special occasions. OR the potter can
choose to use the clay to make something that is used for everyday use. It would be more
practical or made simply knowing that it can be broken and made again quickly.

Paul suggests that God operates in a similar fashion. All humanity is taken from the same clay,
however, each of us have been designed for a specific purpose. Yet each of those purposes will
be used to accomplish God’s plan of salvation.

3. Read vv.22-24. What does this tell us about God? How does it make you feel about God?
Similar to his analogy of a potter and clay. What if God chooses to make someone an object of
his wrath in order to show his power… think Pharaoh in Exodus? God, as the creator, has the
right to do so, especially if he is trying to accomplish his purposes of restoring life to the way it
was in the beginning… in the garden.


