
SEPTEMBER 19
LESSON 1: GOD IS VISIBLE (ROMANS 1:18-32)

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to
them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they
became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal
human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading
of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and
served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual
relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women
and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received
in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them
over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with
every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and
malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of
doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32
Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only
continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.



MAIN GOAL
We all have this in common: God made himself visible in the world. We chose to see him, yet reject
him and follow our own way of life.

STRUCTURE
Throughout this series, the main method of teaching will be through discussion at tables. Since the
whole series is about putting us on a level playing field, it’s important that we are able to have
conversations with one another. Therefore the night will look like this:

Schedule
As always, this is subject to change each week.
5:30 - Mealtime
6:10 - Announcements & Other Updates
6:15 - Game Time
7:00 - Lesson (See breakdown during lesson)
8:00 - Dismiss

Additional Notes
● Game Time: During the month of September, Aaron Clark will be leading games. During the

month of October, Jacob Denlinger will be leading.

● On September 19th (this lesson), the Preteens will be joining us for meal and game-time. Their
parents have a meeting in Room 101 from 5:30-6:45pm. I will also be sharing a little in that
meeting to the parents. Encourage the youth to reach out to the preteens and help them feel
included.

● During Lesson time, I would like for an adult to be present at each table to teach youth. This
first night, we will try to space out how many groups there are based on how many adults we’ll
have. I’m hoping to have at least 6 adults.



CONTEXT
What came before?
Paul spends the first 17 verses of Chapter 1 giving the Roman Church a general idea as to why he is
writing this letter and his hope to come to them. Unlike most of Paul’s letters, he is not specific in his
reasoning for writing this letter. There are many different assumptions (read the Romans Overview for
more information), but there is no moment in this letter where Paul says, “I’m writing to you
because…”

What we see in these 17 verses is Paul’s love for the Romans and the power granted by God, as an
apostle, to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. And that’s the thrust of the remainder of this letter: The
Gospel (Good News) of Jesus Christ! Some suggest that Romans is Paul’s most well-laid-out
depiction of the Good News. And for centuries it has been used to help Christians fully understand
what it means to follow Christ.

God’s General Revelation
Paul launches into his description of The Good News by beginning with the understanding that God
has revealed himself to all humanity. Paul says, “since the creation of the world” God has been
revealing himself to all humanity. And it’s not as if these are hidden messages that need to be
decoded. Instead, he is showing himself plainly and clearly, yet humanity has refused to open their
blind eyes to see. Maybe even worse, they’ve seen him and rejected him for something or someone
else.

The Rejection of God
In these first 11 chapters of the Bible, we see a complete and utter depravity of all mankind. We have
blamers, liars, murderers, adulterers, sexual deviants, the arrogant and proud. Even Noah, one of the
few who stands out as somewhat different, was a drunkard and had a deeply flawed relationship with
one of his sons. Paul uses these passages of scripture and more to help his readers/hearers see that
they have refused to worship the One True God and have replaced him to worship created things and
sex.*

In Genesis 1:26-30, we are given a beautiful picture into God’s creation of humanity. He gives us our
reason for existence and our purpose for being created. We are made to reflect the image of God, to
be his ambassadors on this world. Then he commands us to be fruitful and multiply and rule over the
fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the things of the ground. Yet, in Genesis 3-11 we see humanity
completely reject both our role as the image of God and our duty to be fruitful and rule as God would
(being his image bearers). Consequently we exchange our image and take on the title of god
ourselves. We also abandon our duty to rule the way God would, and in exchange rule our own way.
And lastly, we deny our duty to be fruitful by distorting sex into what we want it to be.

In similar fashion, Romans 1:21-28 we see a pattern taking place as Paul speaks of how humanity
has rejected God, who has clearly revealed himself in his creation! He begins talking about an
exchange, replacing their worship of God with another object. He then moves onto God’s response by
giving “them over” to receive the consequences they rightly deserve.

The Exchange



Three different exchanges happen over these 8 verses.
1. Humanity exchanges glory of God with worship of idols (v.23).

Depravity starts here. The moment we believe something receives glory more than God,
we begin a spiral of deviation from the righteousness we were called to. To surrender
God’s Glory means to believe there is something more powerful, more knowing, and
greater. From here, you’ll see Paul begin to describe the downward spiral of humanity.

Link to Genesis: We (humanity, male and female) were made as images of God. When
we see ourselves, we are to see God. Instead, we have turned ourselves (and other
created things) into idols.

2. Humanity exchanged truth for a lie (v.25).
Truth: God is to be worshiped. Lie: I (or fill in the blank with anything other than God) am
to be worshiped. The next step in our depravity is now that we’ve removed God from his
throne, we worship that which we’ve replaced him with. Worship belongs to God and
God alone, if we praise something or someone else, we forfeit our right to eternal life.

A Link to Genesis: The truth spoken in Genesis is that God called us to rule as he would
rule. Instead, the lie we’ve believed is that if we’re to be worshiped, then we are gods
ourselves. And thus, we rule the way we want to rule.

3. Women (and men) exchanged “natural relations” or “unnatural ones” (v.26-27).
Here’s where it gets a little intense. There’s no denying that scripture speaks to the
sinful act of homosexuality. Even more so, I believe Paul is touching on that subject
matter here in Romans 1. However, I DO NOT believe that Paul is expressing this issue
because it’s gravely more morally detestable than any other sin.

A Link to Genesis: Paul’s discussion here isn’t to highlight homosexuality as the end
result of depravity. Nor is his goal to make homosexuality a worse sin than any other.
Rather, his goal here is to see that because we’ve worshiped other things than God.
Because we have believed the lie that we are gods. We now have perverted the first
command of God - to be fruitful and multiply. When we reject God, we reject our very
being!**

God Gave Them Over
As a response to the exchange, God responds by giving them over… three times through
these 8 verses. Each horrific sin deepens the sickness that has invaded humanity. But it’s
important to note, God’s wrath and judgement is not played out by his own hand forcing
judgement upon humanity. His wrath and judgement are displayed in his “letting go”.
Essentially, by giving them over, God is allowing sin to run its course as his act of judgement
(NIV Study Notes).

*Some scholars hold this point of view, while other scholars believe Paul to be speaking in general
terms of non-Christian Gentiles. I’m fine with either perspective, however, I believe to view this
section of scripture in light of Genesis 1-11 is most helpful. First, Paul refers to “the beginning” in



verse 20 (“since the creation of the world”). This would be in favor of understanding the following
verses in light of the creation narrative (Genesis 1-11). And in almost every other instance of
Romans, when Paul isn’t quoting direct verses from the Old Testament, he uses scenes and
characters from the Old Testament to back up his arguments (i.e. The Law, Abraham, Adam). It would
seem odd that he’d begin his argument without using a specific section of scripture like he does
throughout the rest of his letter.

**Some would say having this view diminishes the forcefulness and sheer gravity of the sin of
homosexuality. I would disagree. I belive this approach actually puts homosexuality in line with how
all sin is viewed - a distortion of God’s original design. We were made to be images of God! Instead
we worshipped ourselves instead of the one we reflect! We were made to be fruitful and multiply,
instead men and women chose to distort that into their own selfish gains thus no longer being fruitful
and multiplying! What I hope we see is by having the view that Paul is walking through the beginning
of the Bible, his focus is more on the fault of humanity to exchange God for something else, ultimately
resulting in a downward spiral away from the presence of God.



LESSON
Pastor Josh explains A Common Ground (5min)

Table Questions: SEEING GOD (Romans 1:18-23) (10min)
● Read Romans 1:18-23

● What ways do you see God in creation? How do you think God has revealed himself outside of
the Bible? One of the most basic ways God has tried to reveal himself was in making us HIS
IMAGE (Gen. 1:26-27). We are like God, and therefore when you see humans, we are to see
God! Outside of the Bible? The answers are limitless, so give them time to share. Maybe if
they share an object, ask a follow-up: How does [fill in the blank] reveal God?

● Paul uses the words plain and clear more than once. What do the words plain and clear refer
to?
I’m fishing for an answer here. God has made HIMSELF plain and clear for all to see.

● What do we learn about God in this passage of scripture?
God is known. There is no way to unsee God, for he has revealed himself plainly and clearly to
us! - even without scripture so there is no excuse. This is why in Ecclesiastes, the author says,
“[God] has set eternity in the hearts of men…” Humanity will always be looking for that which is
eternal - God. Therefore, we either see him and accept him or see him and reject him.

We Rejected God - Pastor Josh (5min)
I will spend time on verse 21. I will address the truth that we KNEW God. We SAW him, yet we
rejected him for our own selfish desires and lusts.

Table Questions: EXCHANGING GOD (Romans 1:22-32) (5min)
● Read Romans 1:22-32

● What important words or phrases do you see repeated in these verses? Why do you think Paul
repeats them? The goal is to help students see the word exchange and the phrase gave them
over. We want students to see it’s important to learn to read the Bible this way. If something is
repeated, then it means it’s important. What is important here is that humanity is consistently
exchanging God for something else, ourselves, created things. Secondly, God’s response isn’t
to squash us with his thumb, instead he gives us over to our depravity, our sin and thus allows
death to take hold.

● What do we learn about humans in this passage of scripture?
We have exchanged God for created things. We don’t want him, but instead want ourselves
and follow the desire of sin.

Created vs the Creator - Pastor Josh (5min)
I will spend a few minutes talking about how we were created to be God’s Image and the way we
bore that Image was by being fruitful and ruling. Paul spends several verses showing how we
essentially de-created ourselves and brought sin death upon us as a result.



Table Questions: HUMAN SEXUALITY (Romans 1:26-27) (10min)
This is one of the most used passages of scripture in support of homosexuality being sinful. We will
spend time hearing where students are at on this issue, and giving some biblical teaching and
understanding to the topic of human sexualilty.

● Read Romans 1:26-27. Is homosexuality a sin? Why?

● Are there Christians who believe homosexuality isn’t a sin? How do they come to that
conclusion?

● Why do Christians make such a big deal about homosexuality?

● In the context of this passage, how does Paul treat homosexuality?

The Long List of Sinners. Which One Are You? (Romans 1:28-32) (10min)
I will spend the remainder of the time we have discussing where Paul lands on all this. Essentially,
we’ve denied our created roles and duties, and exchanged them for our own righteousness. Thus,
we’ve rejected God and now we’re one of the following: wicked, evil, greedy, depraved, envious, etc.

I will stress that Paul is trying to help his readers see the severity of sin, and that all sin has brought
us death, so we must take ALL sins seriously… not just specific ones. And how serious did God take
these? SO much so that he gave us over to death… but praise Jesus that he took our death from us
and in return gave us life.

In verse 32, Paul says we knew what righteousness was, yet we rejected it. We decided to declare
our own righteousness. Well, either we’re right or God’s right, and that is what we spend our whole
lives trying to figure out.


