


 

Evening Layout: 
Each week will be outlined differently. Sometimes we will begin teaching time with small groups, other days we’ll  
end with small groups, but we will always shoot for 1hr of small group time, and you should have more than enough 
material to cover that time. 
  
5:30PM - Food 

6:00PM - Small Game 

6:20PM - Announcements 

6:30PM - Big Group Teaching: Themes Reminder (½ HR)* 

7:00PM - Small Groups & What did we learn time (1HR)* 

 

* These are interchangeable, but the time frame isn’t. 
 

Lesson Plan: 
OCTOBER 
10/6 - Jesus & Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) 
10/13 - Jesus & the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-30) 
10/20 - Jesus & the Paralytic (John 5:1-18) 
 
NOVEMBER 
11/3 - NO DOER GROUP 
11/10 - Jesus & His Brothers (John 7:1-13) 
11/17 - Jesus & The Jews (John 8:31-59) 
11/24 - Jesus & The Blind Man (John 9:1-41) 

 
Weekly Videos 
For each lesson, Pastor Josh has a video for you to watch that helps give the context of the particular passage we are 
studying. He will also dive into the themes a little bit, and help give details as to the significance of those themes in 
that passage. 
 
You can find these videos with the link included in the email Pastor Josh sent earlier this year. 

 

Small Groups & Big Group: 
Small Group Purpose 
The purpose of this method of teaching is to create smaller atmospheres where students may feel more comfortable 
answering questions as well as asking them.  
 
Big Group Purpose 
This time will be mainly to focus on one specific point that will either launch small groups, or follow up with what 
was discussed in small group time.  

 



 

Warm-Up Questions (Approx 5min) 
These are designed to get the group discussing. They are more surface questions, but designed to get the group 
thinking and discussing, and may lead to some funny conversations.  
 

Activity (Approx. 15-20min) 
Each small group interaction will have some sort of activity that will drive home the main point of the week. 
There will also be some follow-up questions to go along with the activity. 
 

Collide: Look for Heaven & Earth Themes (Approx. 5min) 
This is where you will read the passage for the day, and ask students what “Heaven & Earth Themes” they’ve 
picked up on in the passage. There are specific themes discussed throughout the book of John. These themes 
are extremely important in helping us understand the overall message John is wanting to communicate about 
Jesus. We want students to begin recognizing how to see these themes, and understand why they’re important. 
 

Questions (Approx. 15-20min) 
This is the meat of your time together. Don’t feel obligated to use all the questions. Pick and choose which you 
think your group will respond best to, and if you find your group is wanting to spend more time on one question, 
that’s great! There are three different styles of questioning: Observation, Interpretation, and Doer. 

 

Observe questions take the group to the text (their answers come from Scripture). 
 

Interpretation questions lead the students through the passage (their answers come from what their brains are 
telling them about the Scripture).  
 

Doer questions help your group live God’s Word (their answers come from how they apply the Scripture).  
 

Prayer Time (Approx. 10min) 
Prayer is extremely important. There are devotionals given out each week with a prayer guide and a spot for 
prayer requests on the back. The goal is to lead students through this prayer time together.  

 

Adoration 

Express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 

Example: God, there is no one like you! 

 

Confession 

Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 

Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 

Ask God to help you and others 

Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 
 



Week 4: November 24 

JESUS & THE BLIND MAN 
John 9:1-41 

Main Point: 
Jesus came to bring light in the darkness, to give 
sight to the blind, meaning spiritual light/sight to 
the spiritually dark/blind.  

If You haven’t yet, please make sure to watch the video provided in the link (the email Pastor Josh sent). If you need the 

link again, please contact P. Josh via email (josh.harpold@eatoncommunitychurch.org) or via text 937-733-4254. 

THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
Jesus is still in Jerusalem, AND this miracle is still occurring during the Feast of Tabernacles, however this 
particular day is the Sabbath. This healing event should recall parallels to the healing in Chapter 5. 
• A man is healed on the Sabbath 
• The temple leadership raise questions 
• Jesus later finds the man and encourages him 
 
THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES & THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
In the previous chapter, Jesus declares, “I AM the light of the world.” This is a direct reference to Zech 14:7, 
where the prophet Zechariah prophesies of the Day of the Lord when there will no longer be daytime or 
nighttime… only Light. Jesus is saying he is that light. John 9:5, he repeats that claim once again, but now gives a 
physical metaphor to describe what kind of light he came to bring. 
 
The Feast of Tabernacles had a beautiful 
image of this Eternal Light that is best 
described by Theologian Gary M. Burge:  
 
THE HEALED YOUNG MAN 
What is unique about this story is the focus 
on the young man who was healed. There is a 
long discussion between him, his parents, and 
the Jewish leaders. 
 
Jesus is not present at all. But who is the topic 
of conversation? Jesus. 
 
The young man, who has very little 
knowledge of Jesus still understands who 
Jesus is better than the Pharisees (who should 
know this! - See. Chapter 3:10), and notice the contrasting points of view between Jesus and the 
Pharisees in verse 3 & verse 34. 
 
The true revelation of Jesus purpose is revealed to the young man after the young man says he 
believes. Jesus then reveals that he came to do: give sight to the blind, and to bring condemnation 
on the blind. 
 
Jesus helped the blind man see (who the Messiah was). Right after this, he also condemns the 
Pharisees for seeing and being blind. 

CONTEXT 

"The...chapter of Tabernacles provides lavish descriptions 
of the...light ceremonies and explains that whoever has 
not seen these things has never seen a wonder in his or 
her life! Four large stands each held four golden bowls, 
these were placed in the heavily-used Court of the 
Women. These sixteen golden bowls (reached by ladders) 
were filled with oil and used the worn undergarments of 
the priests for wicks. When they were lit at night (so 
the rabbis said), all Jerusalem was illumined. In a world 
that did not have public lighting after dusk, this light 
shining from Jerusalem's yellow limestone walls must 
have been spectacular. Choirs of Levites would sing 
during the lighting while "men of piety and good works" 
danced in the streets, carrying torches and singing 
hymns." 
 

- The NIV App. Commentary: John. - by Gary M. Burge 



WARM-UP Qs 

1. If you had to be deaf, mute, or blind, which would you choose? Which would you least like to be? 

2. Do you feel that people’s physical conditions are tied to their spiritual conditions? If so, how?  

3. Do you think it’s worse to be physically blind or spiritually blind? Why?  

ACTIVITY PT.1 

Pass out blindfolds and have everyone put them on for 15 minutes. You can do this before the Collide section 
(when we read the passage) and have them listen to the story as you read it. This is a good story for the 
students to picture in their minds. They’ll also start picking up on why they’re wearing the blindfolds as the 
story progresses. Maybe even keep the blindfolds on during the Observation Qs. Maybe serve a snack or 
have them perform some kind of normal task, and let the students mingle.  

Read Passage: John 9:1-41 
 
Ask: This is our last small group for the year. What are some things you’ve learned from the book of John, 
especially as it relates to the themes we’ve been focusing so much on? 
 
Ask: Do you feel like you’re becoming more able to recognize the themes in each passage? Why or why not? 
 
Ask: What themes did you see in the passage we just read? 
 
The following major themes from the book of John are present in this passage:  
• Night & Day - Jesus uses these analogies to help connect to the Feast of Tabernacles which had a heavy focus 

on light. The main day of this feast was celebrated on the shortest day of the year. It’s no coincidence that 
Jesus is talking about night and day. 

• Light - There is a very heavy focus on the light in this passage. Jesus is the light of the world, and he came to 
bring us into that light. 

• Confusion - The Pharisees just don’t get it, but the young man who is blind does get it. It’s backwards! 
 
Ask: So what has been the most fascinating piece of knowledge you’ve learned about Jesus 
during this study of John so far? 

COLLIDE: LOOK FOR HEAVEN & EARTH THEMES  

PREPARATION: 
Blindfolds, Snack? 



OBSERVATION Qs 

1. Read John 9: 1-12. Look at the question the disciples ask in v. 2. What is their assumption? How does 
Jesus respond? (v. 3)  

2. How is the blind man healed? (vv. 6-7) How do his neighbors respond to his healing? (vv. 8-9)  

3. Read vv. 13-34. How many times do the Pharisees ask the man about his healing? (vv. 15, 17, 26). Who 
else do they ask? (v. 18) What response do they keep getting? How do they react? (vv. 28, 34)  

4. Read vv. 35-41. How does Jesus reveal himself to the man? (vv. 35-37) What does he say about physical 
and spiritual blindness? (v. 39)  

INTERPRETATION Qs 

1. Look at what Jesus says in v. 3. Do you think his statement means that every physical ailment is for God’s 
work to be displayed? Why or why not?  

2. How are the responses to the man’s healing (vv. 8-9) similar to the responses to God’s miracles today?  

3. As you observe the Pharisees in this chapter, do you think they were looking for evidence to believe in 
Jesus? Why or why not? (Look especially at vv. 15-34.)  

4. Look at v. 39. What do you think Jesus means by this statement? (Look also at vv. 40-41.)  

ACTIVITY PT.2 

Have the students take their blindfolds off and share what it felt like to be blind and then to see.  
 
Here are some questions to get the ball rolling:  

What did they notice?  

What frustrated them?  

What did they see first when the exercise was over? 



DOER Qs 

1. Would you describe yourself as being spiritually blind or having spiritual eyesight? Why?  

2. How does this chapter affect the way you think about God’s healing? Does everyone who asks for healing 
receive it? What do you think is the purpose of the man’s healing?  

3. Do you think God cares more about your physical self or your spiritual self? As you look at the way you 
live, which do you care about most?  

4. How do you feel about the statement Jesus makes in v. 39? Does it bother you to think of Jesus coming 
into the world for judgment? Why or why not? 

PRAYER: 

Prayer Requests for the Week 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Hand out devotionals… 

Say: On the back of your devotional for the week, there is a place for you to write down your prayer requests.  

Ask: Are there any specific prayer requests we need to be praying for this week? Please make sure to 
communicate that this isn’t a time to focus on Aunt’s pets or something they heard from a friend. We want to 
eliminate this from being gossip time and use this time well. 

This is a good time for your group to pray for something together. I would suggest coming up with a topic 
that you all could pray for during the week. Suggestions: Pray for something that has effected our country, 
school shootings, government officials, votes, etc. You can pray for an opportunity to Share Christ. You can 
pray for the persecuted church.  

Say: This week we are going to pray for something specifically for…  

Finally, lead the group in a prayer. If you have a student who’d like to pray aloud, then let them. 


