


 

Evening Layout: 
Each week will be outlined differently. Sometimes we will begin teaching time with small groups, other days we’ll  
end with small groups, but we will always shoot for 1hr of small group time, and you should have more than enough 
material to cover that time. 
  
5:30PM - Food 

6:00PM - Small Game 

6:20PM - Announcements 

6:30PM - Big Group Teaching: Themes Reminder (½ HR)* 

7:00PM - Small Groups & What did we learn time (1HR)* 

 

* These are interchangeable, but the time frame isn’t. 
 

Lesson Plan: 
OCTOBER 
10/6 - Jesus & Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) 
10/13 - Jesus & the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-30) 
10/20 - Jesus & the Paralytic (John 5:1-18) 
 
NOVEMBER 
11/3 - NO DOER GROUP 
11/10 - Jesus & His Brothers (John 7:1-13) 
11/17 - Jesus & The Jews (John 8:31-59) 
11/24 - Jesus & The Blind Man (John 9:1-41) 

 
Weekly Videos 
For each lesson, Pastor Josh has a video for you to watch that helps give the context of the particular passage we are 
studying. He will also dive into the themes a little bit, and help give details as to the significance of those themes in 
that passage. 
 
You can find these videos with the link included in the email Pastor Josh sent earlier this year. 

 

Small Groups & Big Group: 
Small Group Purpose 
The purpose of this method of teaching is to create smaller atmospheres where students may feel more comfortable 
answering questions as well as asking them.  
 
Big Group Purpose 
This time will be mainly to focus on one specific point that will either launch small groups, or follow up with what 
was discussed in small group time.  

 



 

Warm-Up Questions (Approx 5min) 
These are designed to get the group discussing. They are more surface questions, but designed to get the group 
thinking and discussing, and may lead to some funny conversations.  
 

Activity (Approx. 15-20min) 
Each small group interaction will have some sort of activity that will drive home the main point of the week. 
There will also be some follow-up questions to go along with the activity. 
 

Collide: Look for Heaven & Earth Themes (Approx. 5min) 
This is where you will read the passage for the day, and ask students what “Heaven & Earth Themes” they’ve 
picked up on in the passage. There are specific themes discussed throughout the book of John. These themes 
are extremely important in helping us understand the overall message John is wanting to communicate about 
Jesus. We want students to begin recognizing how to see these themes, and understand why they’re important. 
 

Questions (Approx. 15-20min) 
This is the meat of your time together. Don’t feel obligated to use all the questions. Pick and choose which you 
think your group will respond best to, and if you find your group is wanting to spend more time on one question, 
that’s great! There are three different styles of questioning: Observation, Interpretation, and Doer. 

 

Observe questions take the group to the text (their answers come from Scripture). 
 

Interpretation questions lead the students through the passage (their answers come from what their brains are 
telling them about the Scripture).  
 

Doer questions help your group live God’s Word (their answers come from how they apply the Scripture).  
 

Prayer Time (Approx. 10min) 
Prayer is extremely important. There are devotionals given out each week with a prayer guide and a spot for 
prayer requests on the back. The goal is to lead students through this prayer time together.  

 

Adoration 

Express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 

Example: God, there is no one like you! 

 

Confession 

Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 

Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 

Ask God to help you and others 

Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 
 



Week 5: November 17 

JESUS & THE JEWS 
John 8:31-59 

Main Point: 
Jesus came as Truth, and it is through him, 
as the truth, we are set free!  

If You haven’t yet, please make sure to watch the video provided in the link (the email Pastor Josh sent). If you need the 

link again, please contact P. Josh via email (josh.harpold@eatoncommunitychurch.org) or via text 937-733-4254. 

Jesus is still in Jerusalem, this conversation is still occurring during the Feast of Tabernacles. 
 
THE JEWS WHO HAD BELIEVED HIM 
As we saw in Chapter 6, Jesus was not afraid of people leaving him. It’s almost as if he did all that was in his 
power to make them leave. And if they stayed, then he knew they were his true followers. 
 
Instead of telling them to “eat and drink” him (like in Chapter 6), here he calls them sons and daughters of the 
devil (v.44)! This is quite offensive, though still very true! It’s understandable why they got angry and wanted to 
leave. It’s also understandable that they simply didn’t understand what Jesus was talking about because they’re 
“from below” (father=Satan) and he’s “from above” (Father=God). 
 
THE JEWS AND FREEDOM 
Freedom was a touchy subject for Jews. They cared deeply about freedom, even if it was the facade of freedom. 
The last taste of freedom they had was during the Maccabean revolt several hundred years prior.  
 
The Jewish people were currently under Roman control, but prior under the Greeks. Prior to that was the 
Persians, Babylonians, and for the Northern Kingdom (Israel), the Assyrians. 
 
Even though they were in bondage by particular empires, there was always a sentiment of pride in their election 
and freedom as God’s Chosen People. As long as they were God’s Chosen, they were a free people. See v.33. 
Jesus, however, understanding the things from God, understands that true freedom has nothing to do with the 
physical, but rather the spiritual. The freedom he offers is freedom from sin! See vv.34-36. 
 
Confusion: The Jews simply don’t understand what Jesus is talking about. He makes two references to their 
“father”, and both times they don’t understand. It’s not until the third time that he spells it out for them: 
• V.38-39 - “Abraham is our father” 
• V.41 - “The only Father we have is God himself” 
• V.44 - “You belong to your father, the devil!” - Jesus 
 
YOU ARE A SAMARITAN AND DEMON-POSSESSED 
Jesus was from the Jewish province Galilee, north of Samaria. He was a Jew, not a Samaritan. To be called a 
Samaritan (if you were a Jew) in this day was a pretty deep dig on a person’s character. Samaritans were a 
people group who were considered by the Jews as those who had compromised their faith. Essentially, to be 
called a Samaritan is like calling a Jesus a “heretic” or an “unbeliever”, but even more serious is the name drop of 
“demon-possessed”. 
 
What this means is that those who are angry with Jesus no longer attribute his acts (miracles) as signs from God, 
but rather signs from Satan which couldn’t be farther from the truth. 

CONTEXT 



WARM-UP Qs 

1. Bob Dylan wrote a song called “Gotta Serve Somebody,” and his lyrics note that everyone serves 
something or someone. Do you think that’s true? Why or why not?  

2. What is your definition of freedom? What is your definition of slavery?  

3. Do you consider yourself a free person or not? Why? 

ACTIVITY 

Distribute the cloth strips to kids and have them 
form two groups. Instrcut one group to loosely tie 
each other’s hands behind their backs (you’ll have 
to help the last person). Have another group use 
the strips to loosely tie each person’s ankles 
together.  
 
Say: I’m going to call out various actions. You’re to 
do each one in the best way you can: 
 
• Shake hands. 
• Touch your toes. 
• Walk across the room. 
• Wave to a friend. 
• Take one giant step. 
• Sit cross-legged on the floor. 
• Hop on one foot. 
• Point to the west. 

Have kids remain as they as you ask: 
1. What kinds of problems are you having? Explain. 
2. What can be done to solve these problems? 
3. This game has taken away some of your 

freedom. What kinds of things bind us and take 
away our freedom in real life? 

 
Say: Today we’re going to continue in our passage 
from last week. Jesus is still talking to the Jews at 
the Feast of Tabernacles, and he address the crowd 
about true freedom. Let’s see how they respond. 

Read Passage: John 8:31-59 
 
Ask: What Collide themes did you see in this passage? 
 
The following major themes from the book of John are present in this passage:  
• Confusion (who is the Jews’ true father) 
• Heaven & Earth Collide (Heaven = God is Jesus Father. Earth = The Devil is the Jews Father) 
• Eigo emi (#5) - This was a pretty powerful statement Jesus made. He was saying before 

their forefather existed, he is God. There is no surprise that at the end of this 
conversation with the Jews, they want to kill him. 

COLLIDE: LOOK FOR HEAVEN & EARTH THEMES  

PREPARATION: 
Gather strips of soft cloth to tie 
hands and ankles.  (Strips torn from 
an old sheet will work nicely). You'll 
need enough strips for each person 
to have one. Bible. Clear room of 
obsticles.  



 
Ask: Last week we challenged you to begin looking for themes in your own life; places where Jesus collides with 
your life. What do you think it looks like to have Jesus Collide with your life? Where do you see Jesus in everyday 
normal places? Some examples of this would be parents being an example of our heavenly father, being there for 
a friend who gets picked on at school, etc. 
 
Ask: Did you find any? 
 
 
 

OBSERVATION Qs 

1. Look at John 8: 31-41. What does Jesus say sets us free? (v. 32) How do the Jews respond? (v. 33) How 
does Jesus define slavery and freedom in vv. 34-36?  

2. Review vv. 42-47. What is Jesus responding to in this speech? (v. 41) What judgment does he place on the 
Jews who are skeptical of him? (vv. 44-47) What is Jesus’ reasoning for saying they don’t belong to God? 
(vv. 42-43, 46-47)  

3. Read vv. 48-58. What accusation do the Jews place on Jesus? (v. 48) What is their argument for saying 
this? (vv. 52-53) How do they use Abraham in their argument?  

4. What does Jesus say about Abraham in v. 56? How do the Jews respond? What does Jesus say that causes 
them to get mad enough to pick up stones to stone him? (v. 58)  

INTERPRETATION Qs 

1. Why are the Jews so mad at Jesus in this passage? Do you feel they were unreasonable, or do you 
understand why they got so upset?  

2. Look at vv. 31-32. Why does Jesus say obedience to him equals freedom? Do you think of obedience to 
someone as freedom? Why or why not? 

3. Look at Jesus’ words in v. 51. Why do you think this statement drew such an extreme reaction from the 
Pharisees? (v. 52) Do you think they were feeling threatened by Jesus, or did they just think he was 

crazy?  

4. When Jesus says, “Before Abraham was, I AM,” (v. 58) what do you think he was saying? Do 
you think he used the present tense on purpose? If so, why? (Also see Exodus 3: 14.) 



DOER Qs 

1. Based on what Jesus says in this passage, do you think it’s possible to just think of him as a good religious 
teacher? Why or why not?  

2. If you were a Pharisee in this passage, would you have been more or less convinced that Jesus is who he 
said he is? Why?  

3. Would you say you’re living the kind of life Jesus describes in vv. 31-32? If so, are you experiencing free-
dom? If not, what is keeping you from it? 

PRAYER: 

Prayer Requests for the Week 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Hand out devotionals… 

Say: On the back of your devotional for the week, there is a place for you to write down your prayer requests.  

Ask: Are there any specific prayer requests we need to be praying for this week? Please make sure to 
communicate that this isn’t a time to focus on Aunt’s pets or something they heard from a friend. We want to 
eliminate this from being gossip time and use this time well. 

This is a good time for your group to pray for something together. I would suggest coming up with a topic 
that you all could pray for during the week. Suggestions: Pray for something that has effected our country, 
school shootings, government officials, votes, etc. You can pray for an opportunity to Share Christ. You can 
pray for the persecuted church.  

Say: This week we are going to pray for something specifically for…  

Finally, lead the group in a prayer. If you have a student who’d like to pray aloud, then let them. 


