


 

Evening Layout: 
Each week will be outlined differently. Sometimes we will begin teaching time with small groups, other days we’ll  
end with small groups, but we will always shoot for 1hr of small group time, and you should have more than enough 
material to cover that time. 
  
5:30PM - Food 

6:00PM - Small Game 

6:20PM - Announcements 

6:30PM - Big Group Teaching: Themes Reminder (½ HR)* 

7:00PM - Small Groups & What did we learn time (1HR)* 

 

* These are interchangeable, but the time frame isn’t. 
 

Lesson Plan: 
OCTOBER 
10/6 - Jesus & Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) 
10/13 - Jesus & the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-30) 
10/20 - Jesus & the Paralytic (John 5:1-18) 
 
NOVEMBER 
11/3 - NO DOER GROUP 
11/10 - Jesus & His Brothers (John 7:1-13) 
11/17 - Jesus & The Jews (John 8:31-59) 
11/24 - Jesus & The Blind Man (John 9:1-41) 

 
Weekly Videos 
For each lesson, Pastor Josh has a video for you to watch that helps give the context of the particular passage we are 
studying. He will also dive into the themes a little bit, and help give details as to the significance of those themes in 
that passage. 
 
You can find these videos with the link included in the email Pastor Josh sent earlier this year. 

 

Small Groups & Big Group: 
Small Group Purpose 
The purpose of this method of teaching is to create smaller atmospheres where students may feel more comfortable 
answering questions as well as asking them.  
 
Big Group Purpose 
This time will be mainly to focus on one specific point that will either launch small groups, or follow up with what 
was discussed in small group time.  

 



 

Warm-Up Questions (Approx 5min) 
These are designed to get the group discussing. They are more surface questions, but designed to get the group 
thinking and discussing, and may lead to some funny conversations.  
 

Activity (Approx. 15-20min) 
Each small group interaction will have some sort of activity that will drive home the main point of the week. 
There will also be some follow-up questions to go along with the activity. 
 

Collide: Look for Heaven & Earth Themes (Approx. 5min) 
This is where you will read the passage for the day, and ask students what “Heaven & Earth Themes” they’ve 
picked up on in the passage. There are specific themes discussed throughout the book of John. These themes 
are extremely important in helping us understand the overall message John is wanting to communicate about 
Jesus. We want students to begin recognizing how to see these themes, and understand why they’re important. 
 

Questions (Approx. 15-20min) 
This is the meat of your time together. Don’t feel obligated to use all the questions. Pick and choose which you 
think your group will respond best to, and if you find your group is wanting to spend more time on one question, 
that’s great! There are three different styles of questioning: Observation, Interpretation, and Doer. 

 

Observe questions take the group to the text (their answers come from Scripture). 
 

Interpretation questions lead the students through the passage (their answers come from what their brains are 
telling them about the Scripture).  
 

Doer questions help your group live God’s Word (their answers come from how they apply the Scripture).  
 

Prayer Time (Approx. 10min) 
Prayer is extremely important. There are devotionals given out each week with a prayer guide and a spot for 
prayer requests on the back. The goal is to lead students through this prayer time together.  

 

Adoration 

Express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 

Example: God, there is no one like you! 

 

Confession 

Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 

Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 

Ask God to help you and others 

Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 
 



Week 4: November 10 

JESUS & HIS BROTHERS 
John 7:1-18 

Main Point: 
God’s Timing is not our own, nor is it 
anyone else’s. We must rely and learn to 
head to God’s direction and timing.  

If You haven’t yet, please make sure to watch the video provided in the link (the email Pastor Josh sent). If you need the 

link again, please contact P. Josh via email (josh.harpold@eatoncommunitychurch.org) or via text 937-733-4254. 

AFTER THIS 
The context of several events that took place around the Sea of Galilee. All of which we spent our Fall Retreat 
discussing. Jesus Feeds 5,000 (6:1-15). Jesus Walks on Water (6:16-24). Jesus says, “I AM” the Bread of Life - the 
first I AM statement. (6:25-40). Jesus challenges followers (6:41-59). Most Leave, Disciples Stay (6:60-71). 
 
It’s important to recall what Jesus went through the last time he was in Judea (Chapter 5), and this is Jesus’ last 
time going to Jerusalem because the next time he comes back he will be crucified (Chapter 11). 
 
JEWISH FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
John has been referencing specific Jewish Feasts since Chapter 5. 
Chapter 5 - The Festival of Sabbath. Chapter 6 - The Passover Feast, Chapter 7 - The Feast of Tabernacles 
 
Farmers during this season put up temporary shelters in their fields to protect their crops. These temporary 
shelters (in Hebrew tabernacles) visually reminded them of Israel’s time in the Wilderness, where they traveled 
in tents. So the feast, itself, had a two-fold purpose: First, to praise God for their crops. Second to remember 
their ancestors time in the wilderness, and how God brought them to the Promised Land.  
 
JESUS’ BROTHERS 
Jesus’ brothers know there will be a lot of people going to be present at the Feast of Tabernacles, and so they 
encourage Jesus to go there and do more miracles so he can win more people. We learned in Chapter 6, though, 
and will also find out later that Jesus only cares about doing the Will of the Father… not to please men. Which he 
will point out is the heart’s desire of the Pharisees and teachers of the Law (vv.16-19). 
 
John states that Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him. This helps bring some clarification to their request, in 
that, it was a very selfish request. Their brother was the guy who the world hated (v.7). And no one wants a 
brother like that. It’s quite embarrassing! 
 
DOES JESUS LIE?  
This is a question I’m assuming your students may ask, but most likely (if they’re reading and comprehending) 
will be wondering… maybe you are wondering this yourself! (v.6) Jesus tells his brothers that he’s not going to 
the Feast. But then he does go… How do we reconcile this? 
 
 Jesus’ response to his brothers was that he wasn’t going to the Feast the way they wanted him to. Because in 

v.10 we see Jesus did go to the festival, but in secret. 

 v.10 Jesus’ response was more of a “not yet”. Some later manuscripts add the word “yet” when he says, “I 
am not yet going,”, but the earliest manuscripts don’t include the word “yet” here. The connotation of yet, 
however can be seen in his understanding of “time”. Where he says God’s time “has not yet come.” 

CONTEXT 



WARM-UP Qs 
1. Have you ever asked God for something, and it came at a different time than you wanted? If so, what? Is 

there anything you wish he’d do that he hasn’t done yet? 

2. Does God generally move slower than you’d like, faster than you’d like, or just at the right time? (Share 
reasons for your responses.)  

3. Do you ever get frustrated that God doesn’t show his power more? Why do you think he holds back?  

ACTIVITY 
Have all your students stand. Say: We're going to play a game you learned as kids. It's called Simon Says. I'll 
tell you certain actions to perform, but do the action only if I say, "Simon says." If I don't say, "Simon says, 
you should ignore the command. Those who fail to correctly follow each command must sit down. 
 
The faster you give the commands, the more difficult they are to follow. Use the following list as a 
guide. Read quickly so the students don't have time to think between commands. 
 
Say: Touch your toes. Simon says touch your toes and wiggle your elbows. Stop wiggling your elbows. Simon 
says to stand up with your hands over your head. Run in place. Do jumping jacks. Simon says stop wiggling 
your elbows and do jumping jacks and look over your left shoulder. Stand still. Simon says stand still and keep 
looking over your left shoulder. Sit on the ground. Simon says hold hands with the people next to you and do 
the cancan. Drop hands. Simon says everyone sit down and 
close your mouths.  
 
Say: Even though I clearly stated what I expected from you, many of you didn't follow my directions. Why?  
 
Ask: When you're trying to follow God's will, do you sometimes feel like you did during the game? What are 
some ways God speaks to us? 
 
Say: The story we’re going to read from the Gospel of John today will focus on how Jesus understood God’s 
timing, when his brothers weren’t quite sure what to do with him. 

Read Passage: John 7:1-13 
 
Say: We’re in November and we’ve studied the topic of Collide for two whole months, and had a 
retreat focused on it as well! We’ve made it through 6 chapters, and as we’ve done it, we’ve 
been looking for common themes in the book of John. 
 
Ask: Does anyone remember why we’re looking for these themes? The main reason is 
because John repeats several words, phrases and actions for a reason. They’re to help us 
better understand who Jesus is. That he’s fully human, but also fully divine! 

COLLIDE: LOOK FOR HEAVEN & EARTH THEMES  



 
Ask: For us, Jesus came from heaven to the earth. And in these themes, John helps us see that in Jesus. What 
themes do we see in this passage?  
 
The following major themes from the book of John are present in this passage:  
• Testimony (Jesus testifies and people don’t like it) 
• Confusion (From Jesus’ brothers and the Jews) 
• Heaven and Earth Collide (Heaven: The Will of the Father, Earth: The Will of Men) 
 
Say: As we continue to recognize these themes, in the book of John. Try looking for themes in your own life 
where Jesus collides with your life, and we’ll talk about that a little more next week. 
 
Say: Now let’s look a little deeper into these 13 verses. 

OBSERVATION Qs 

1. Read John 7: 1-13. What do Jesus’ brothers think Jesus should do? (v. 3) What is their reasoning? (v. 4)  

2. What is Jesus’ response in v. 6, and what does he end up doing? (v. 10)  Please review the Context piece 
on Jesus’ lying. 

3. Read vv. 14-18. When does Jesus arrive at the Feast … and what does he do first? (v. 14)  

4. What is the Jews’ response to his teaching? (v. 15)  

5. Where does Jesus say his teaching comes from? (vv. 16-18)  

INTERPRETATION Qs 

1. Why do you think Jesus’ brothers wanted him to “go public” with his miracles? (v. 3) Do you think they 
were concerned for Jesus? Why or why not?  Please refer to the Context piece on this. 

2. Look at all the references to timing in this passage. (vv. 6, 8, 14). After reading these verses, would you say 
Jesus’ timing is deliberate or random? Why?  

3. Look at vv.11-13. You can see people can’t make their mind up about Jesus. Why do you think that is? 

4. In v.16 Jesus uses the phrase, “from him who sent me.” Who sent Jesus? Why do you think Jesus keep using 
this phrase? 

5. In vv.16-18, Jesus talks about God’s Will. What is God’s Will? Why is it important to Jesus? 
Why is it important to the people listening? 



DOER Qs 

1. Have you ever had the feeling of wanting something more after you got something you wanted? Why do 
you think we feel that way?  

2. Do you think God allows us to be fully satisfied here on earth? Why or why not?  

3. Have you ever found God’s timing to be better than yours? In what area of your life do you need to trust 
God’s timing?  

PRAYER: 

Prayer Requests for the Week 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Hand out devotionals… 

Say: On the back of your devotional for the week, there is a place for you to write down your prayer requests.  

Ask: Are there any specific prayer requests we need to be praying for this week? Please make sure to 
communicate that this isn’t a time to focus on Aunt’s pets or something they heard from a friend. We want to 
eliminate this from being gossip time and use this time well. 

This is a good time for your group to pray for something together. I would suggest coming up with a topic 
that you all could pray for during the week. Suggestions: Pray for something that has effected our country, 
school shootings, government officials, votes, etc. You can pray for an opportunity to Share Christ. You can 
pray for the persecuted church.  

Say: This week we are going to pray for something specifically for…  

Finally, lead the group in a prayer. If you have a student who’d like to pray aloud, then let them. 


