


 

Evening Layout: 
Each week will be outlined differently. Sometimes we will begin teaching time with small groups, other days we’ll  
end with small groups, but we will always shoot for 1hr of small group time, and you should have more than enough 
material to cover that time. 
  
5:30PM - Food 

6:00PM - Small Game 

6:20PM - Announcements 

6:30PM - Big Group Teaching: Themes Reminder (½ HR)* 

7:00PM - Small Groups & What did we learn time (1HR)* 

 

* These are interchangeable, but the time frame isn’t. 
 

Lesson Plan: 
OCTOBER 
10/6 - Jesus & Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) 
10/13 - Jesus & the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-30) 
10/20 - Jesus & the Paralytic (John 5:1-18) 
 
NOVEMBER 
11/3 - NO DOER GROUP 
11/10 - Jesus & His Brothers (John 7:1-13) 
11/17 - Jesus & The Jews (John 8:31-59) 
11/24 - Jesus & The Blind Man (John 9:1-41) 

 
Weekly Videos 
For each lesson, Pastor Josh has a video for you to watch that helps give the context of the particular passage we are 
studying. He will also dive into the themes a little bit, and help give details as to the significance of those themes in 
that passage. 
 
You can find these videos with the link included in the email Pastor Josh sent earlier this year. 

 

Small Groups & Big Group: 
Small Group Purpose 
The purpose of this method of teaching is to create smaller atmospheres where students may feel more comfortable 
answering questions as well as asking them.  
 
Big Group Purpose 
This time will be mainly to focus on one specific point that will either launch small groups, or follow up with what 
was discussed in small group time.  

 



 

Warm-Up Questions (Approx 5min) 
These are designed to get the group discussing. They are more surface questions, but designed to get the group 
thinking and discussing, and may lead to some funny conversations.  
 

Activity (Approx. 15-20min) 
Each small group interaction will have some sort of activity that will drive home the main point of the week. 
There will also be some follow-up questions to go along with the activity. 
 

Collide: Look for Heaven & Earth Themes (Approx. 5min) 
This is where you will read the passage for the day, and ask students what “Heaven & Earth Themes” they’ve 
picked up on in the passage. There are specific themes discussed throughout the book of John. These themes 
are extremely important in helping us understand the overall message John is wanting to communicate about 
Jesus. We want students to begin recognizing how to see these themes, and understand why they’re important. 
 

Questions (Approx. 15-20min) 
This is the meat of your time together. Don’t feel obligated to use all the questions. Pick and choose which you 
think your group will respond best to, and if you find your group is wanting to spend more time on one question, 
that’s great! There are three different styles of questioning: Observation, Interpretation, and Doer. 

 

Observe questions take the group to the text (their answers come from Scripture). 
 

Interpretation questions lead the students through the passage (their answers come from what their brains are 
telling them about the Scripture).  
 

Doer questions help your group live God’s Word (their answers come from how they apply the Scripture).  
 

Prayer Time (Approx. 10min) 
Prayer is extremely important. There are devotionals given out each week with a prayer guide and a spot for 
prayer requests on the back. The goal is to lead students through this prayer time together.  

 

Adoration 

Express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 

Example: God, there is no one like you! 

 

Confession 

Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 

Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 

Ask God to help you and others 

Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 
 



Week 2: October 13 

JESUS & THE  
SAMARITAN WOMAN 
John 4:1-30 

Main Point: 
Jesus is the promised Messiah for all peoples and 
nations, even those whom the world despises. He 
knows you better than you know yourself. And he also 
knows your enemies and loves them.  

If You haven’t yet, please make sure to watch the video provided in the link (the email Pastor Josh sent). If you need the 

link again, please contact P. Josh via email (josh.harpold@eatoncommunitychurch.org) or via text 937-733-4254. 

PHRASES 
“Had to pass”: Jesus had to pass this way because of geography (it was the shortest route) but the words may 
also indicate that Jesus' itinerary was subject to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Through Samaria was the usual 
route taken by travelers from Judea to Galilee, though strict Jews, in order to avoid defilement, could bypass 
Samaria by opting for a longer route that involved crossing the Jordan and traveling on the east side.  
 
“wearied...from his journey”: Jesus weariness helps us see his humanity here.  
 
“sixth hour”: Modern-day time is noon. This story is to be contrasted with the story of Nicodemus. Notice the 
times in which these take place. One is during the night, and the other is during the day. One is in the dark, 
the other is in the light. One has difficulty understanding Jesus (The Pharisee, who should know better), the 
other comes to understand who Jesus is (The Samaritan, who is supposed to be hated by Jesus), and that he 
is the Messiah.  
 
Practically speaking, it would’ve been a time that was very hot. And a good time to rest. During this period of 
history, women would typically come to a well to draw water in the morning or evening because it was 
cooler. As we will find out, this woman is an outcast and most likely wanted to avoid other women. Thus she 
comes to the well when others do not come. 
 
LIVING WATER 
This has a double meaning. Which Jesus is good at. The word (ζάω) zao can mean either living water or fresh 
spring water. The woman quickly identifies this saying with fresh spring water, because of her response. But 
eventually, the woman understands that Jesus is talking about “other-worldly” water.  
 
Recognize here the theme of heaven and earth. Heaven: Living Water (see John 7:38-39). Earth: Fresh Spring 
Water 
 
vv.15-18 - The woman once again mistakes what kind of water Jesus is talking about, because she believes it 
will help her avoid seeing people and having their judgments placed upon her. What she doesn’t realize is 
Jesus’ Living Water gives her a new heart and a new life that takes her past experiences and redeems them to 
where she instead desires to communicate with the people she’s always wanted to avoid, and share her 
testimony with them.  
 
 

CONTEXT 



WARM-UP Qs 

1. Where do you go when you want to be alone? When was the last time you went there? 

2. Who’s the last person you’d expect to start a conversation with you? Why would it surprise you?  

3. How do you feel when someone you don’t know asks you a personal question? Have you ever had a 
personal discussion with someone you didn’t know very well?  

ACTIVITY 

Form pairs and have partners sit back to back. Give each person a pencil 
and a sheet of paper.  
 
Say: This is a contest to see how well you know your partner. Some 
people may have the advantage of knowing their partners better than 
others, but do the best you can in answering the questions. 
 
Read the following questions. Without allowing kids to confer with their partners, have them write their 
answers on their paper. 
 

1. What is your partner's full name? 
2. On what street does your partner live? 
3. Does your partner have a job? If so, what does he or she do? 
4. What is your partner's favorite radio station? 
5. When was the last time your partner petted a dog? 
6. What's your partner's ring size? 
7. What was the first name of your partner's first-grade teacher? 

 
Have kids talk over their answers with their partners and count how many answers were correct. If the 
correct answer to a question is unknown (such as ring size or the teacher's name) no credit is given. Find out 
which pairs knew the most about each other and award funny prizes to the winners.  
For example, containers of Secret deodorant because this pair has no secrets from each other, a package of 
Twinkies because they're so much alike, or a roll of breath mints because these two are so close all the time. 
 
Say: It's impossible for any of us to know everything about another person. There are some things we don't 
even know about ourselves! Let's read about a woman who found someone who did know all about her. 

PREPARATION: 
You'll need prizes as 
suggested below, paper, 
pencils, and a Bible.  

Read Passage: John 4:1-30 
 
Say: As we’ve been studying the book of John, one of our goals is to recognize what he’s 
trying to communicate to us. The biggest theme in this book is what our theme is for the 
year: Collide.  
 
Ask: What does it mean to collide? 

COLLIDE: LOOK FOR HEAVEN & EARTH THEMES  



 
Say: For us, Jesus came from heaven to the earth. We learned that last week. He is from above, and he’s calling 
us to be from above too! So this year we are to be looking for for places in the Bible, in our lives, in the world 
where Jesus, who is from Heaven, collided into us, the Earth. What themes do we see in this passage?  
 
The following major themes from the book of John are present in this passage:  
• Light—Day, She Understands 
• Confusion, then understanding 
• Ego eimi—Jesus declaring “I am” as a response 
• Heaven and Earth Collide (Living Water and a Fresh Spring, Jesus talks about things “from above” and 

things “from earth”) 
 
Say: As we continue to recognize these themes, we will begin seeing how Jesus is setting himself to be different 
than everyone else. Helping everyone he comes in contact with to understand that he is the Living God. And 
then he leaves it up to them to decide… is he God? Or is he not?  

OBSERVATION Qs 

1. Review John 4: 1-10. What time is it when Jesus arrives at the well in Samaria? Whom does he speak to? 
Who initiates the conversation?  This would be a good spot to mention that it was day, as opposed to 
when Nicodemus came at night. 

2. What’s the first thing the Samaritan woman says to Jesus? (v. 9) Does he answer her question? What 
does he say in response to her?  

3. Read vv. 11-18. What kind of water does Jesus offer this woman? How does he describe it? (vv. 13-14) 
What does he ask the woman to do when she asks for the water? How does she respond?   

4. Look at vv. 19-26. What does Jesus say about worship in this passage? Does it matter where we worship? 
What matters most about our worship, according to Jesus? (vv. 23-24) 

INTERPRETATION Qs 

1. Look at vv. 9-10. Do you think it mattered to Jesus that this woman is a Samaritan? As you look at his 
response, what do you think matters most to Jesus?  

2. What do you think Jesus means when he offers the woman living water? (vv. 13-14) Is he being literal or 
symbolic? What does he want before he gives her the water? (vv. 16-18) If you feel your group is up for it, 
you may discuss why she would be confused about the kind of water he’s offering. 

3. Look at vv. 28-30, 39-42. How do we see evidence that this woman’s encounter with Jesus 
changes her? Is her behavior here different from her behavior at the beginning of the chapter? If 

so, how? (Have your group point out specific differences.)  

4. Think back to our time last week where we talked about Nicodemus. How does the 
Samaritan woman respond to Jesus compared to how Nicodemus responded? Who do you 

think Jews would’ve expected to receive Jesus, the Pharisee or the Samaritan Woman? 
Why do you think it turned out this way? 



DOER Qs 

1. If you met Jesus at a well and it was just the two of you, what do you think he’d say? Would he ask you to 
do something? If so, what?  

2. Have you ever experienced the “living water” Jesus describes in this passage? If so, how? If not, what do 
you think it might be like?  

3. Has your life ever been changed because of an encounter with Jesus? (Try to think of a specific example.) 
If not, how might your life be different today if you were to encounter him?  

4. Look at the woman’s testimony in v. 39. If you were to share your experience with God in one or two sen-
tences, what would your testimony be? 

PRAYER: 

Prayer Requests for the Week 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Hand out devotionals… 

Say: On the back of your devotional for the week, there is a place for you to write down your prayer requests.  

Ask: Are there any specific prayer requests we need to be praying for this week? Please make sure to 
communicate that this isn’t a time to focus on Aunt’s pets or something they heard from a friend. We want to 
eliminate this from being gossip time and use this time well. 

This is a good time for your group to pray for something together. I would suggest coming up with a topic 
that you all could pray for during the week. Suggestions: Pray for something that has effected our country, 
school shootings, government officials, votes, etc. You can pray for an opportunity to Share Christ. You can 
pray for the persecuted church.  

Say: This week we are going to pray for something specifically for…  

Finally, lead the group in a prayer. If you have a student who’d like to pray aloud, then let them. 


