


 

Evening Layout: 
Each week will be outlined differently. Sometimes we will begin teaching time with small groups, other days we’ll  
end with small groups, but we will always shoot for 1hr of small group time, and you should have more than enough 
material to cover that time. 
  
5:30PM - Food 

6:00PM - Small Game 

6:20PM - Announcements 

6:30PM - Big Group Teaching: Themes Reminder (½ HR)* 

7:00PM - Small Groups & What did we learn time (1HR)* 

 

* These are interchangeable, but the time frame isn’t. 
 

Lesson Plan: 
OCTOBER 
10/6 - Jesus & Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) 
10/13 - Jesus & the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-30) 
10/20 - Jesus & the Paralytic (John 5:1-18) 
 
NOVEMBER 
11/3 - NO DOER GROUP 
11/10 - Jesus & His Brothers (John 7:1-13) 
11/17 - Jesus & The Jews (John 8:31-59) 
11/24 - Jesus & The Blind Man (John 9:1-41) 

 
Weekly Videos 
For each lesson, Pastor Josh has a video for you to watch that helps give the context of the particular passage we are 
studying. He will also dive into the themes a little bit, and help give details as to the significance of those themes in 
that passage. 
 
You can find these videos with the link included in the email Pastor Josh sent earlier this year. 

 

Small Groups & Big Group: 
Small Group Purpose 
The purpose of this method of teaching is to create smaller atmospheres where students may feel more comfortable 
answering questions as well as asking them.  
 
Big Group Purpose 
This time will be mainly to focus on one specific point that will either launch small groups, or follow up with what 
was discussed in small group time.  

 



 

Warm-Up Questions (Approx 5min) 
These are designed to get the group discussing. They are more surface questions, but designed to get the group 
thinking and discussing, and may lead to some funny conversations.  
 

Activity (Approx. 15-20min) 
Each small group interaction will have some sort of activity that will drive home the main point of the week. 
There will also be some follow-up questions to go along with the activity. 
 

Collide: Look for Heaven & Earth Themes (Approx. 5min) 
This is where you will read the passage for the day, and ask students what “Heaven & Earth Themes” they’ve 
picked up on in the passage. There are specific themes discussed throughout the book of John. These themes 
are extremely important in helping us understand the overall message John is wanting to communicate about 
Jesus. We want students to begin recognizing how to see these themes, and understand why they’re important. 
 

Questions (Approx. 15-20min) 
This is the meat of your time together. Don’t feel obligated to use all the questions. Pick and choose which you 
think your group will respond best to, and if you find your group is wanting to spend more time on one question, 
that’s great! There are three different styles of questioning: Observation, Interpretation, and Doer. 

 

Observe questions take the group to the text (their answers come from Scripture). 
 

Interpretation questions lead the students through the passage (their answers come from what their brains are 
telling them about the Scripture).  
 

Doer questions help your group live God’s Word (their answers come from how they apply the Scripture).  
 

Prayer Time (Approx. 10min) 
Prayer is extremely important. There are devotionals given out each week with a prayer guide and a spot for 
prayer requests on the back. The goal is to lead students through this prayer time together.  

 

Adoration 

Express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 

Example: God, there is no one like you! 

 

Confession 

Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 

Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 

Ask God to help you and others 

Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 
 



Week 1: October 6 

JESUS & NICODEMUS 
John 3:1-21 

Main Point: 
Jesus is from God. He says we CAN be from 
God too, but the only way that can happen is 
through what Jesus has done on the cross. 

If You haven’t yet, please make sure to watch the video provided in the link (the email Pastor Josh sent). If you need the 

link again, please contact P. Josh via email (josh.harpold@eatoncommunitychurch.org) or via text 937-733-4254. 

PHARISEES 
A Pharisee is a Jewish rabbi (teacher), which means he knows the Hebrew Scriptures well, and he is given the 
responsibility to help the Jewish community understand these scriptures. He should be as knowledgeable as 
Jesus, but he is not. He is very confused. 
 
BORN AGAIN 
The Greek word for (ἄνωθέν) anōthen means either “from above” or “again”. Nicodemus (along with John 
the Baptist, and the author/narrator: John) have been building a case for where Jesus came from… he came 
from God, who is from above. Jesus is helping Nicodemus understand that if you are to understand God’s 
Kingdom, one must come from where God comes from “above”.  
 
This is obviously very confusing for Nicodemus. Not only does the Greek word have two different meanings, 
but Jesus (from Nicodemus’ perspective) can be saying two different things… neither of which make much 
sense: 
 
 No one is born where God is from (above), because only God is from there. And no human in their right 

mind would say they are from where God is from, because if they did… they’d be saying they were God! 
To Nicodemus, that is blasphemous to say. So Jesus obviously can’t be saying that! 
 

 That leaves Nicodemus with the second option of what Jesus is saying, which leaves him very confused, 
because it’s impossible to be born a second time. 

 
The argument from Jesus, though, is that both interpretations of the Greek word anōthen can be used here. 
In order for us to be a part of God’s Kingdom, we must be born of both water (flesh) and Spirit (spirit). And it 
takes a correct understanding of the scriptures to make sense of this! 
 
SNAKES AND LIFTING UP 
The story of Moses “lifting up” the serpent is found in Numbers 21.This is a precursor to two events: The Son 
of Man lifted up on the cross, and lifted up and exalted in glory after the resurrection. 
 
LIGHT AND DARK 
This theme is hyper important in the book of John. Light represents those who are aligned with Jesus “from 
above”. While the Dark represents those who have aligned themselves with the world. If one is in the dark, it 
doesn’t he/she will always remain there, but it means they do not understand that light (John 1:5) 

CONTEXT 



WARM-UP Qs 

1. If you could have a one-on-one conversation with God on any topic, what would you talk to him about? Is 
there a particular question you would ask? If so, what?  

2. When you hear the words born again, what do you think about? Do these words have a positive or 
negative connotation to you? To others? Why?  

3. If you had the choice of conversing with God in private or with a group of friends, which would you 
choose? Why?  

ACTIVITY 

Form teams of no more than three. Give teams each nine pieces of scrap 
paper and ask kids to wad each piece into a ball. Place a wastebasket in 
the center of the room. Have each teams gather in a circle around the wastebasket so that each team is 
standing about 7-10 feet away (if possible) from the wastebasket.  
 

Instructions: The object is for your team to throw as many paper wads as possible into the wastebasket. Each 
person on your team will have three chances to throw-there are nine different styles for you to throw, and 
we’ll tell you each one before you do it. We’ll take turns until we’ve completed all different styles. 
 

Have teams all shoot at the same time for each style. Have teams keep track of how many paper wads they 
shoot into the basket. 

 

The 9 Styles: 

Round 1 - Close your eyes and shoot. 
Round 2 - Look to your right as you shoot. 
Round 3 - Use your left hand if you're right-handed, and vice versa. 
Round 4 - Shoot over your left shoulder. 
Round 5 - Shoot the paper wad from your mouth. 
Round 6 - Shoot into an upside-down basket. 
Round 7 - Hold hands with someone and shoot holding the paper wad together. 
Round 8 - Throw the paper wad in the air and bat it toward the basket. 
Round 9 - Shoot the paper wad with your foot. 

 

After the competition… 

Ask: How many of you found this difficult? Why was this difficult? 

Say: The goal of this game was to shoot the wad into the basket. But that goal was difficult 
(sometimes even impossible) to achieve because our assigned methods were ineffective. We 
need new ways of shooting paper wads if we’re going to be effective. 
 

Today we’re going to be reading about a powerful man who wanted to meet with Jesus 
because he was curious about who Jesus was. But what Jesus talked to him about made it 
difficult for him to understand. To him, what Jesus was asking us to do was impossible. 
 

PREPARATION: 
Gather scrap paper, a 
wastebasket, Bibles, and 
pencils. 



Read Passage: John 3:1-21 
 
Say: Our theme for the year is Collide. We are to be looking for for places in the Bible, in our lives, in the world 
where Jesus, who is from Heaven, collided into the Earth. Pastor Josh has talked about Heaven & Earth Themes 
we need to be looking for in the book of John, what themes do we see in this passage?  
 
The following major themes from the book of John are present in this passage:  
• Night  
• Confusion 
• Day 
• Light 
• Eternal Life 
• Heaven and Earth Colliding (Jesus’ tries to help Nicodemus understand who he is, because it is only 

through him that salvation can come to the world) 

COLLIDE: LOOK FOR HEAVEN & EARTH THEMES  

OBSERVATION Qs 

1. Review John 3: 1-8. Who was Nicodemus? When did he come to Jesus? What does he say to him?  

2. What is the first thing Jesus says to Nicodemus? (v. 3) Was it in response to a question? How does 
Nicodemus respond? (v. 4)  

3. How does Jesus describe being born again? (vv. 5-8) What image does he use to describe the spirit’s 
work? (v. 8)  

4. Read vv. 16-21. What motivated God to send his Son to us? (v. 16) What happens to people who believe 
in Jesus? (v. 18) What happens to people who don’t?  

INTERPRETATION Qs 

1. Look at Jesus’ first words to Nicodemus in v. 3. Why do you think Jesus said these words to him? Do you 
think Nicodemus understood? Why or why not?  

2. In vv. 5-8, Jesus compares being born of the Spirit to the wind. Why do you think he does this? How is the 
work of the Spirit similar to the work of the wind?  

3. What tone does Jesus use with Nicodemus in v. 10? Why do you think he spoke to him this 
way? Is he talking just to Nicodemus or to the Pharisees in general? (v. 11)  

4. In vv. 16-21, Jesus gives perhaps the best explanation of what it means to be a Christian. 
Have each person in your group take one verse from this passage and explain, in his or her 

own words, what each verse means. 



DOER Qs 

1. If someone asked you how to become a Christian, what would you say?  

2. Would you describe yourself as “born again”? What does that phrase mean to you in your own life?  

3. Have you seen evidence of the Spirit’s work in your life or in someone else’s life? Share an example of 
how you’ve seen the Spirit work in you or in people around you.  

4. In vv. 19-21 Jesus talks about living in the dark versus living in the light. On a scale of 1–10, 1 being dark 
and 10 being light, where do you put yourself? Are you where you want to be? If not, what would it take 
to get there? 

PRAYER: 

Prayer Requests for the Week 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Hand out devotionals… 

Say: On the back of your devotional for the week, there is a place for you to write down your prayer requests.  

Ask: Are there any specific prayer requests we need to be praying for this week? Please make sure to com-
municate that this isn’t a time to focus on Aunt’s pets or something they heard from a friend. We want to 
eliminate this from being gossip time and use this time well. 

This is a good time for your group to pray for something together. I would suggest coming up with a topic 
that you all could pray for during the week. Suggestions: Pray for something that has effected our country, 
school shootings, government officials, votes, etc. You can pray for an opportunity to Share Christ. You can 
pray for the persecuted church.  

Say: This week we are going to pray for something specifically for…  

Finally, lead the group in a prayer. If you have a student who’d like to pray aloud, then let them. 


