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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOSH 
Let me start by saying, “Thank you.” Your willingness to serve, to give of your 
time, and support our students at ECC have put you in a place to not only see 
God move through you but also see him work within the lives of these teens. The goal of the 
next 10 weeks is to help students realize the power of reading the Bible within its context. 
When we can help our youth realize this truth, we will see healthy Bible readers and it will go 
well with them. 

This series (book and accompanying videos) is not a curriculum as much as it is a prep for your 
attendance on Sunday Nights. Hopefully it will give you a better understanding of the scriptures 
we’ll be studying, and you’ll have a better knowledge of the context surrounding the most 
popular verses in scripture. 

I hope this is an opportunity for growth in 
students, but also growth in you. If you have 
any questions about what we’ll be talking about, 
please don’t hesitate to ask.  

COVID-19 
This season of ministry as been a difficult one 
for churches. Let’s be honest, it’s been difficult 
for everyone. We are all tired of talking about 
this, but nonetheless it is a part of our 
everyday lives right now. Below you will find a 
list of actions we’re taking to help reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. We know it won’t completely prevent it, but these are the protocols we’ve 
chosen to establish. 

• Masks required when in the building (adults and students) - if you are teaching or facilitating a 
lesson or station, you are permitted to remove the mask when speaking. 

• Temperatures will be taken upon entry for each student and adult. 

• If you feel sick, please do not attend - please make me aware as soon as possible. 

• There will be no meal at 5:30. Youth will begin at 6PM promptly. 

Please realize the safety protocols above will only be in place through November. When we 
resume gathering in January, we will assess once again and determine the proper course of 
action. 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 6-8PM 
6-6:05 - Students Arrive 

6:05-6:10 - Announcements 

6:10-6:30 - Main Gathering 

6:30-7:00 - Station 1 

7:00-7:30 - Station 2 

7:30-8:00 - Station 3 



THE TEN VERSES 

WEEK 1: John 3:16 

WEEK 2: Jeremiah 29:11 

WEEK 3: Philippians 4:13 

WEEK 4: Matthew 7:1 

WEEK 5: Romans 8:28 

WEEK 6: Matthew 19:26 

WEEK 7: Mark 11:24 

WEEK 8: 1 Corinthians 13:4 

WEEK 9: Romans 3:23 

WEEK 10: Gen 1:1 

THE POPULAR ONES 
The Bible is not an easy book to read for 
many reasons. First, the content is often 
difficult to swallow. “Take up your cross” 
or “The world will hate you” are just two 
examples of statements Jesus made 
that are not easy. Second, a book that 
was written over multiple millennia, from 
different cultures and languages, translated 
into our own language within our own specific 
and VERY DIFFERENT culture presents many 
problems in our interpretations. 

But this should never limit us from making efforts 
to read and study scripture. For it is in a correct 
understanding, a holy approach to the scriptures that the character 
of God comes alive. It is in our diligent approach to know God rightly 
that we see a righteous God! 

There are some extremely popular verses found throughout scripture, but more 
often found on someone’s social media page along with a picture of a sunset 
over the ocean or an accompanying story that may not or may not be true… 
and no I didn't mis-type. Typically, it is easy to take these powerful verses 
within scripture and remove them from the context in which they’re written, 
thus making them say something they never intended to say. 

This series is made to help prevent that from happening as we take 10 
of the most popular verses found within scripture and put them in 
their appropriate context allowing us to generate an accurate 
translation. Our goal is to allow God to speak to us from these 
verses, rather than us allowing God to speak to us the 
way we desire him to.  



HOW THE NIGHT IS DESIGNED 
Much of what we do on each night is heavily dependent upon time. If we can remain within that 
structure, then we will be able to accomplish all we need to accomplish. Each Sunday evening we 
will have a designated time-keeper who will help us move from each component to the next. 
 
MAIN GATHERING (6-6:30PM) 
When students arrive, they will gather in the Great Room where we will have socially distanced 
mingling, announcements, and teaching. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (5min) 
This is where we will update students on what to expect from youth ministry in the coming 
months. 
 
TEACHING (20min) 
A time of teaching the weeks popular verse. The places we misinterpret it, but also giving a 
better understanding to through the context of scripture as a whole.  
 
STATIONS (6:30-8PM) 
For the remainder of our time, students will be broken into three groups by grade: 7th and 
8th; 9th and 10th; 11th and 12th. These three groups will cycle between three half-hour-long 
stations to help build community and understanding of the weeks popular verse. Included in 
the half-hour is travel time between each station. Each station is also run by a facilitator. 
 
ACTIVITY (30min) 
This will be a time of fun and interaction. It will be a sport, a game, or some form of action 
that brings students together and allows them to enjoy their evening. 
 
QUESTION & RESPONSE / PRAYER 
Designed to help students grasp what was learned from the main teaching. There will be 
designed questions to help students think critically about the verse within its context. 
Students will also be challenged to think through how they’ve always perceived this verse. 
 
It will also be a time where students in each group will pray for each other and specific 

requests each week. 
 

APPLICATION 
Learning about God and his character is only good if we 

find ways to use it. Thus, this section will be finding 
creative ways to apply scripture the lives of the 
students. 



HOW TO USE THIS CURRICULUM 
Much of what we do on each night is heavily dependent upon time. If we can 
remain within that structure, then we will be able to accomplish all we need to 

accomplish. Each Sunday evening we will have a designated time-keeper who will help us move 
from each component to the next. 
 
END GOAL 
This helps give an idea of what we’re trying to accomplish for the evening. The hope is it will 

summarize what this verse is about or at least how we’re trying to help 
students understand it. 

 
CONTEXT 

This will be a passage of scripture that the verse is 
found in, along with some history and cultural context 
to help each of you better understand where the 
verse is found within scripture as a whole. 

 
WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT 
I think of the phrase “throw the baby out with 
the bathwater” here. There are incorrect 
interpretations of these verses, but there are 
some elements that we do get right, and it is 
important for us to highlight them. 

 
WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
This will be much of where the Main Gathering’s 
teaching will come from. What you’ll be receiving are 
more ideas and thoughts, not material as a whole. 
This section is designed to help you know where the 

teacher is going. 
 

STATION CYCLE 
To prevent getting in a rut, each week groups will begin at a different 

station. This graph will help group leaders know what order of stations 
they’ll be leading their groups. 

 
TEACHING EXAMPLE/ILLUSTRATION 
This will be the example or illustration the Main Gathering’s teacher will use to bring home 
the point of helping the students learn what is being missed when we take the passage 
out of context. This will be different from the Application Station in that the station will 
focus on the heart of the verse and how we can apply it to everyday life.  

GROUP LEADERS 

As we are dividing the students into 
three groups for most of the night, 
we will need group leaders to take 
each group from station to station. 
Their role will be to develop 
relationships, give input, and manage 
the respect of the group.  

If disruptions or disputes get out of 
hand, please seek out Pastor Josh 
and allow him to handle it. 





SEPTEMBER 13 
John 3:16 KJV 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life. 



WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT: 
John 3:16 is popular because it tells the whole gospel in one verse. There are many different 
ways to train people in evangelism (i.e. Romans Road, G.O.S.P.E.L.), but the simplest of all is to 
train people in the art of John 3:16. Each statement tells the story of the Bible. God loved the 
world. He gave his son for the world. Anyone who believes in him will not die, but have eternal 
life. 
 
It is important for us to realize the power this verse wields in sharing the gospel. It has brought 
many to salvation, and I believe will continue to do so. 

CONTEXT:  
JOHN 3:1-21 
vv.1-13 
When asked, most people couldn’t tell you what 
story John 3:16 comes from, and this is quite 
telling in how easily it is to take a verse out of 
context. If you read John 3:1-21, you will quickly 
see this verse falls within the story of Jesus’ and 
his conversation with Nicodemus.  
 
Nicodemus visits Jesus at night to make sure 
Jesus is one who works on behalf of God, even 
stating he is one who comes from God. In 
Nicodemus’ mind, coming from God means being 

sent by God. But Jesus is quick to help Nicodemus realize that Jesus’ himself is not just sent 
from God, but literally FROM ABOVE… or BORN AGAIN.  
 
vv.14-15 
Jesus is adamant about helping Nicodemus realize that in order to truly understand God, we 
must be born from God. Thus, the entire context of this story is about Jesus as he builds the 
case for his authority. More so, in verses 14-15, Jesus helps Nicodemus see why he has come 
from God…  to be “lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 
vv.16-21 
The tone obviously shifts here to where Jesus is no longer speaking (even if your Bible has red 
letters), to a narrator expounding on what Jesus meant by “lifted up, that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life.” John, the author, thus gives the reader a fuller explanation 
of the gospel story and argues for the divinity of Jesus Christ. 

END GOAL 
This verse forever and always will be 
“the gospel in one verse”. That’s 
what makes it so unique! The goal, 
however is to help us see this verse 
is more about The One who loves 
and less about those who receive 
the love.  



WHERE WE GET IT 
WRONG 
The word "so" was placed where it 
was in the KJV. The problem is back 
in the 1700s, the word "so" was 
used more frequently as a 
conjunction rather than an 
adjective describing quantity.  
 
Today, when we hear "God 
sooooo loved the world" we often 
think about ourselves. “Man, God 
loves me soooo much!”  
 
But that is an incorrect use of the 
word so in biblical literature. Very rarely 
does the Greek word for so get 
translated as an adjective describing 
quantity.  
 
 
So is most often translated and used in the Bible as a conjunction leading to an 
action.  
 
 
Thus, a better way to translate this verse would be how the Christian 
Standard Bible translates it:  
 

John 3:16 CSB 
16 "For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life. 

 
What this does is take the focus off us, and put the 
focus where it needs to be: on GOD. It's through him 
we have salvation, through him there is the power to 
bring restoration. Our focus must always be on 
God's character first. And John 3:16 is incredible in 
showing his character. He's a God of sacrificial 
love (gave his son). He’s a God of humility (for 
the world). 

“SO” GRAMMAR LESSON: 
Conjunction - a word that connects two 
sentences (or independent clauses) 
together using a comma. There are seven 
of them: and, but, for, nor, or, yet, and so. 

Example:  
“I’m feeling hungry, so I’m going to eat.” 

 
Adjective - a word that modifies or 
describes a noun. 

Example:  
“How much money do you have?” 
“I have SOOOO much money.”  



STATION CYCLE 

Grades Station 1 Station 2 Station 3 

7th/8th 
Grades 

Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application 

9th/10th 
Grades 

Application Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

11th/12th 
Grades 

Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application Activity 



TEACHING EXAMPLE / ILLUSTRATION 
Have students share stories when someone else took the credit for what 
they did. It’s never fun watching someone else become the focus, when you 

deserve and worked hard to be praised.  
 
Show video: Crocodile steals a kill from a group of wild dogs. Wild dogs did all the work, the 
croc takes it away from them. 
 
The idea here is humanity can easily become the focus of John 3:16, but it is the Lord who 
deserves the attention for what he’s done through the Son. 
 
To watch the video here’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zw1VjREynZk  
OR 
Search YouTube: Lone Crocodile Steals Impala Kill From Pack Of Wild Dogs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zw1VjREynZk


NOTES: 



NOTES: 





SEPTEMBER 20 
Jeremiah 29:11 NIV 

11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the 
LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future. 



CONTEXT:  
JEREMIAH 29:1-14 
Historical Context 
Judah (the southern kingdom of Israel) had been 
overrun and destroyed by the Babylonian 
Empire. Not only did they kill countless Israelites, 
but they also took the survivors as slaves to 
their home country in Babylon while establishing 
their own people to live in the land of Judah. 
This is known as The Exile. God prophesied this 
would happen because of Judah’s continuous 
disobedience, and if you read the book of 
Lamentations (which was written by the prophet 
Jeremiah), you’ll hear the agony and sadness of 

the times. To watch loved one die as casualties of war; to see foreign nations disrupt your 
way of living; seeing the family of God become slaves to a reviled nation was simply 
scratching the surface of what these people were experiencing. It was a very dark time in 
Israelite history. 
 
vv.1-7 
Jeremiah has been instructed by God to send a letter to those exiled in Babylon. In this letter 
God tells them to essentially make this new place their home, literally to “settle down” in an 
unknown place. Then he (God through the prophet Jeremiah) has the gall to tell them to seek 
peace with their captors. God tells them to pray that Babylon will prosper! 
 
vv.8-14 
Earlier (in Jeremiah 25), God told the people of Judah that they were going to be exiled and 
taken to Babylon for 70 years following a terrible time of destruction in which they will see 
God’s temple fall and Jerusalem crumble. But after those 70 years, God will send them home. 
All of which came true. 
 
There were false prophets and others who disagreed strongly with Jeremiah. In fact, Jeremiah 
was imprisoned at one point for his prophecies. Even after the exile, there were false 
prophets who prophesied the opposite of what Jeremiah was saying. These prophets 
proclaimed war against the Babylonians. They called for the exiled Israelites to be obstinate 
and rise up against the Babylonians. This was counter to what God was truly saying through 
Jeremiah. But God had bigger plans in mind. 

END GOAL 
This verse truly has so much 
hope infused into it, however, it 
is extremely important for all 
believers to realize hard times 
are also promised to us in our 
future… that’s what makes 
hope so vital.  



WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT: 
Jeremiah 29:11 has a strong foundation in hope. Hope is what pulls us along day 
by day. Knowing God’s future for us is not one riddled with aches and pain is 
uplifting. Jeremiah 29:11 builds confidence in God’s love for us.  

For your own enjoyment (students won’t hear about this)...  
When the 70 years were up, there were a large group of exilers that returned to Judah and 
rebuilt the temple and rebuilt the walls. They rebuilt God’s kingdom. However, there were also 
several people who remained in the Persian Empire (Babylon had been taken over in the midst 
of the 70 years). The Jews that stayed built Jewish communities all around the known empire 
and these communities continued to expand and grow as different nations came through on 
conquest (i.e. The Greek Empire and Roman Empire).  
 
By the time Jesus had come, through the Roman Empire, there was a massive series of roads 
and trade routes that allowed for better and longer travel than ever before. And with several 
Jewish communities spread throughout the known world, when it came time for the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to spread… the roadmap (literally) was set before them. 
 
God knew all the way back in Jeremiah how important it was for the presence of Jewish 
communities to be spread throughout the world. It makes sense why he told them to not rebel 
or fight, but instead become peaceful and offer support for those who are over you. By doing 
this, it created the perfect opportunity for the gospel of Jesus Christ to spread through the 
known world! 



TEACHING EXAMPLE / ILLUSTRATION 
A story of the persecuted Church (either read or video form). instead of apply this verse to our lives, pray this 
verse over the persecuted church.  

WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
Not only is this verse for Post-Exilic Israel, but in order for God to give Israel these promises 
they must go through an earth shattering defeat. Lose the Promised Land. See God's Temple 
destroyed and after seeing the slaughter of their people, taken away and carried away to a 
foreign land unknown to them. And why did they go through this? Because they abandoned God. 
They abused the poor, trampled on the weak, worshiped false gods, and much more...  
 
Most will find this verse plastered on a card for college graduates, which is a grave misuse of the 
intention behind Jeremiah’s prophecy. This has more to do with how God always provides hope in 
the midst of utter devastation even if his people forsake him, and has very little to do with 
college graduates who in most cases aren’t in the midst of utter devastation but are wide-eyed 
and ready to go conquer the world. 
 
To use this verse correctly, we must first realize Jesus’ promises of persecution, struggle and 
sacrifice for each believer. Jesus tells us the world will hate us. We must also look at the earliest 
churches (Phillipi and Thessalonica) who were under extreme persecution for their belief in Jesus, 
and realize this verse meant hope. It meant that it won’t always be like this, but one day Jesus will 
return and make all things right again! 
 
To truly understand Jeremiah 29:11, we must understand suffering, and I fear that most Christians 
today are not too familiar with suffering and try to avoid it at all costs. 

WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
Not only is this verse for Post-Exilic Israel, but in order for God to give Israel these promises 
they must go through an earth shattering defeat. Lose the Promised Land. See God's Temple 
destroyed and after seeing the slaughter of their people, taken away and carried away to a 
foreign land unknown to them. And why did they go through this? Because they abandoned God. 
They abused the poor, trampled on the weak, worshiped false gods, and much more...  
 
Most will find this verse plastered on a card for college graduates, which is a grave misuse of the 
intention behind Jeremiah’s prophecy. This has more to do with how God always provides hope in 
the midst of utter devastation even if his people forsake him, and has very little to do with 
college graduates who in most cases aren’t in the midst of utter devastation but are wide-eyed 
and ready to go conquer the world. 
 
To use this verse correctly, we must first realize Jesus’ promises of persecution, struggle and 
sacrifice for each believer. Jesus tells us the world will hate us. We must also look at the earliest 
churches (Phillipi and Thessalonica) who were under extreme persecution for their belief in Jesus, 
and realize this verse meant hope. It meant that it won’t always be like this, but one day Jesus will 
return and make all things right again! 
 
To truly understand Jeremiah 29:11, we must understand suffering, and I fear that most Christians 
today are not too familiar with suffering and try to avoid it at all costs. 



STATION CYCLE 

Grades Station 1 Station 2 Station 3 

7th/8th 
Grades 

Application Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

9th/10th 
Grades 

Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application Activity 

11th/12th 
Grades 

Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application 



NOTES: 



NOTES: 





SEPTEMBER 27 
Philippians 4:13 NIV  

13 I can do all this through him who gives me 
strength. 



CONTEXT:  
PHILIPPIANS 4:10-13 
Paul’s Persecution 
Philippians is part of a four letter series historically 
called The Prison Epistles. In Acts 28, we see Paul 
finally reach the city of Rome where he was eager to 
take the gospel to (even though the gospel had 
already traveled there.) While in Rome, however, he is 
placed under house arrest due to his constant 
proclamation of Jesus Christ and Jewish and Roman 
officials being pushed to their limits.  

 
Essentially Paul is imprisoned (with a bit more freedom than most scenarios), facing 
persecution for sharing the gospel. Even in his imprisonment, Paul was effective in sharing the 
gospel. People would come and visit him to hear him speak about Jesus, he would write 
letters to give instruction and support to churches throughout the Roman Empire.  
 
What you hear in these letters is much encouragement and push for fighting for the gospel. 
Knowing this information about Paul can really help current readers decipher much of Paul’s 
intentions and context to why he says what he says.  
 
The Church of Philippi 
The Philippian church loved Paul quite a bit, and they were concerned for him upon hearing of 
his arrest and imprisonment. Thus, they sent him money to support him and continue his 
ministry (Phil. 4:15-15). What we can decipher from the letter is Paul’s gratitude for receiving 
such a kind gift, but also the unity and intimacy Paul had with this church. You can hear it in 
Paul’s opening remarks in his letter (Phil. 1:3-11). Philippians in a very basic way is Paul’s response 
to the Philippians for their kind offering. 
 
The Letter to the Philippians 
There is concern for Paul because of his imprisonment. We learn that the Philippians had been 
supporting him financially for quite a while (Phil. 4:16) Paul’s response to them was to help 
comfort them to know of Paul’s contentment and passion for the good news of Jesus Christ.  
 
Paul rarely had his feathers ruffled. For him if he was living, he could show the world Jesus 
Christ and if he died then he would be with Jesus Christ eternally (Phil. 1:21). As you read 
throughout the four chapters of Philippians, Paul is building a case for the Philippians not to 
worry about him because God has all things under control.  
 

END GOAL 
To help students realize the 
power that Jesus gives us to 
be content in all situations.  



WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT: 
Power, strength, happiness, joy, hope. All these words describe what we’re given from Jesus Christ when 
we believe. And with these gifts, it doesn’t matter what comes our way, we can handle it!  
 
Persecution? We have joy in the midst of suffering (James 1:2). Don’t know how to buy the next 
meal? God will provide for our needs (Matt. 6:31-33). Things going well? Great! God is there as well 
(Matt. 28:20)! 
 
God’s promise is he will not only be with us, but support us to make it through whatever 
circumstances come our way. Praise God for this revelation! 

vv.10-13 
When we arrive at these four verses, Paul is nearing the end of his letter. He has said what he 
needed to to encourage the Philippians. He has made a case for why it’s a blessing to be in 
chains. He has made the case for the importance of unity within the church. He has made the 
case for why we must always be pursuing Christ until the race is finished. Now it is time for his 
closing remarks. 
 
Things get pretty personal here. Paul is grateful for the gift of money given to them, and also 
grateful for their concern for him and his imprisonment. Paul wants to be very clear, though… he 
doesn’t need the money. For he’s had seasons of “plenty” and seasons of “need”. In both, 
however, he has learned the “secret of being content.” 
 
What’s the secret? I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 



WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
Evander Holyfield sported this verse on his cloak as he entered the ring to fight Mike Tyson. 
Through Christ, Holyfield (who loves Jesus) can beat the crap out of Mike Tyson (who didn’t love 
Jesus)... which he did! Jesus 1, Satan 0.  
 
But is that really what Paul meant here? Does it mean that through Christ we can have limitless 
amounts of power, money, beat the crap out of mean people (even if it’s for sport)? Through 
Christ we can be anything we want to be in life? If you look at the surrounding verses, Paul is 
talking about how he survives in the best and the worst times... knowing that Christ is his center, 
he can make it through any season. This is a verse of response, not a verse of production… 
which many people have made it. 
 
Response looks like this: 
Persecution? We have joy in the midst of suffering (James 1:2). Don’t know how to buy the next 
meal? God will provide for our needs (Matt. 6:31-33). Things going well? Great! God is there as 
well (Matt. 28:20)! 
 
Reading this as a verse of production looks like this: 
I really want to be a professional athlete, I can do everything through Christ who gives me 
strength. I want to be a millionaire, I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength. I 
want to do ________, I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength.  
 
If we use this verse to simply will something we want to happen, what do we do when we don’t 
accomplish it? What if I’m not gifted enough to be a professional athlete? What if being a 
millionaire makes me selfish and greedy, and it requires me to make some unethical choices? 
What if Evander Holyfield lost to Mike Tyson? What if Steph Curry doesn’t win the NBA 
Championship? 
 
Using this verse in its original context means we must realize that Paul is using it as a reaction to 
what comes our way. The world is a tricky place. Sometimes it’s ruthless and other times it’s kind. 
No matter what season comes our way (plenty or in need), we should be able to rest in the 

reality that God is going to take care of us and provide us for whatever we 
need. 

 
This is not to say that we can’t train to be a professional 
athlete or become a millionaire and work hard to get there. 

These aren’t inherently wrong goals to have in life. But 
to use this verse as a means for believing it will 
happen because God loves me is just bad theology. 
God loves us therefore he sent his son to die for us. 

He doesn’t owe us anything more than that. 



STATION CYCLE 

Grades Station 1 Station 2 Station 3 

7th/8th 
Grades 

Application Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

9th/10th 
Grades 

Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application Activity 

11th/12th 
Grades 

Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application 

TEACHING EXAMPLE / ILLUSTRATION 
Video - Tyson-Holyfield boxing 
1 minute clip of the two heading into the ring and announcers talking about Philippians 4:13 
 
Video - Context with Carll (YouTube Video) 
Carll is a character from Sunday Cool Tees YouTube channel. He’s pretty funny, and it’s a good 
video to help put this verse into context. 



NOTES: 



NOTES: 




