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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOSH 
Let me start by saying, “Thank you.” Your willingness to serve, to give of your 
time, and support our students at ECC have put you in a place to not only see 
God move through you but also see him work within the lives of these teens. The goal of the 
next 10 weeks is to help students realize the power of reading the Bible within its context. 
When we can help our youth realize this truth, we will see healthy Bible readers and it will go 
well with them. 

This series (book and accompanying videos) is not a curriculum as much as it is a prep for your 
attendance on Sunday Nights. Hopefully it will give you a better understanding of the scriptures 
we’ll be studying, and you’ll have a better knowledge of the context surrounding the most 
popular verses in scripture. 

I hope this is an opportunity for growth in 
students, but also growth in you. If you have 
any questions about what we’ll be talking about, 
please don’t hesitate to ask.  

COVID-19 
This season of ministry as been a difficult one 
for churches. Let’s be honest, it’s been difficult 
for everyone. We are all tired of talking about 
this, but nonetheless it is a part of our 
everyday lives right now. Below you will find a 
list of actions we’re taking to help reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. We know it won’t completely prevent it, but these are the protocols we’ve 
chosen to establish. 

• Masks required when in the building (adults and students) - if you are teaching or facilitating a 
lesson or station, you are permitted to remove the mask when speaking. 

• Temperatures will be taken upon entry for each student and adult. 

• If you feel sick, please do not attend - please make me aware as soon as possible. 

• There will be no meal at 5:30. Youth will begin at 6PM promptly. 

Please realize the safety protocols above will only be in place through November. When we 
resume gathering in January, we will assess once again and determine the proper course of 
action. 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 6-8PM 
6-6:10 - Students Arrive 

6:10-6:15 - Announcements 

6:15-6:40 - Main Gathering 

6:40-7:05 - Station 1 

7:05-7:30 - Station 2 

7:30-7:55 - Station 3 



THE TEN VERSES 

WEEK 1: John 3:16 

WEEK 2: Jeremiah 29:11 

WEEK 3: Philippians 4:13 

WEEK 4: Matthew 7:1 

WEEK 5: Romans 8:28 

WEEK 6: Matthew 19:26 

WEEK 7: Mark 11:24 

WEEK 8: 1 Corinthians 13:4 

WEEK 9: Romans 3:23 

WEEK 10: Gen 1:1 

THE POPULAR ONES 
The Bible is not an easy book to read for 
many reasons. First, the content is often 
difficult to swallow. “Take up your cross” 
or “The world will hate you” are just two 
examples of statements Jesus made 
that are not easy. Second, a book that 
was written over multiple millennia, from 
different cultures and languages, translated 
into our own language within our own specific 
and VERY DIFFERENT culture presents many 
problems in our interpretations. 

But this should never limit us from making efforts 
to read and study scripture. For it is in a correct 
understanding, a holy approach to the scriptures that the character 
of God comes alive. It is in our diligent approach to know God rightly 
that we see a righteous God! 

There are some extremely popular verses found throughout scripture, but more 
often found on someone’s social media page along with a picture of a sunset 
over the ocean or an accompanying story that may not or may not be true… 
and no I didn't mis-type. Typically, it is easy to take these powerful verses 
within scripture and remove them from the context in which they’re written, 
thus making them say something they never intended to say. 

This series is made to help prevent that from happening as we take 10 
of the most popular verses found within scripture and put them in 
their appropriate context allowing us to generate an accurate 
translation. Our goal is to allow God to speak to us from these 
verses, rather than us allowing God to speak to us the 
way we desire him to.  



HOW THE NIGHT IS DESIGNED 
Much of what we do on each night is heavily dependent upon time. If we can remain within that 
structure, then we will be able to accomplish all we need to accomplish. Each Sunday evening we 
will have a designated time-keeper who will help us move from each component to the next. 
 
MAIN GATHERING (6-6:30PM) 
When students arrive, they will gather in the Great Room where we will have socially distanced 
mingling, announcements, and teaching. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (5min) 
This is where we will update students on what to expect from youth ministry in the coming 
months. 
 
TEACHING (20min) 
A time of teaching the weeks popular verse. The places we misinterpret it, but also giving a 
better understanding to through the context of scripture as a whole.  
 
STATIONS (6:30-8PM) 
For the remainder of our time, students will be broken into three groups by grade: 7th and 
8th; 9th and 10th; 11th and 12th. These three groups will cycle between three half-hour-long 
stations to help build community and understanding of the weeks popular verse. Included in 
the half-hour is travel time between each station. Each station is also run by a facilitator. 
 
ACTIVITY (30min) 
This will be a time of fun and interaction. It will be a sport, a game, or some form of action 
that brings students together and allows them to enjoy their evening. 
 
QUESTION & RESPONSE / PRAYER 
Designed to help students grasp what was learned from the main teaching. There will be 
designed questions to help students think critically about the verse within its context. 
Students will also be challenged to think through how they’ve always perceived this verse. 
 
It will also be a time where students in each group will pray for each other and specific 

requests each week. 
 

APPLICATION 
Learning about God and his character is only good if we 

find ways to use it. Thus, this section will be finding 
creative ways to apply scripture the lives of the 
students. 



HOW TO USE THIS CURRICULUM 
Much of what we do on each night is heavily dependent upon time. If we can 
remain within that structure, then we will be able to accomplish all we need to 

accomplish. Each Sunday evening we will have a designated time-keeper who will help us move 
from each component to the next. 
 
END GOAL 
This helps give an idea of what we’re trying to accomplish for the evening. The hope is it will 

summarize what this verse is about or at least how we’re trying to help 
students understand it. 

 
CONTEXT 

This will be a passage of scripture that the verse is 
found in, along with some history and cultural context 
to help each of you better understand where the 
verse is found within scripture as a whole. 

 
WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT 
I think of the phrase “throw the baby out with 
the bathwater” here. There are incorrect 
interpretations of these verses, but there are 
some elements that we do get right, and it is 
important for us to highlight them. 

 
WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
This will be much of where the Main Gathering’s 
teaching will come from. What you’ll be receiving are 
more ideas and thoughts, not material as a whole. 
This section is designed to help you know where the 

teacher is going. 
 

STATION CYCLE 
To prevent getting in a rut, each week groups will begin at a different 

station. This graph will help group leaders know what order of stations 
they’ll be leading their groups. 

 
TEACHING EXAMPLE/ILLUSTRATION 
This will be the example or illustration the Main Gathering’s teacher will use to bring home 
the point of helping the students learn what is being missed when we take the passage 
out of context. This will be different from the Application Station in that the station will 
focus on the heart of the verse and how we can apply it to everyday life.  

GROUP LEADERS 

As we are dividing the students into 
three groups for most of the night, 
we will need group leaders to take 
each group from station to station. 
Their role will be to develop 
relationships, give input, and manage 
the respect of the group.  

If disruptions or disputes get out of 
hand, please seek out Pastor Josh 
and allow him to handle it. 





OCTOBER 4 
Matthew 7:1 NIV 

1 "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 



CONTEXT:  
Matthew 7:1-6 
Sermon on the Mount 
This passage is found in the wider context of the 
sermon on the mount. This series of teachings 
Jesus gave from a hillside in Galilee is directed to 
a common understanding and interpretation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures by the current culture. Much 
of this culture and religious perspective was 
heavily influenced by the Pharisees, a religious 
group of individuals that sought after upholding 
The Law, and giving instruction to the Jewish 
nation. 
 

The Pharisees and Judgement 
The Pharisees were quick to cast judgement on anyone who was not following The Law 
according to their standards. Certain laws were more pressing than others, but for the most 
part, they tried their best to maintain them all. Either way, there was never much grace applied 
to their judgement.  
 
Condemnation vs. Correction 
In the Bible there is a distinct difference between condemning another and correcting him or 
her. Condemning in the Bible most often dealt with eternity while correction dealt with the 
edification of the church or a particular believer (as that believer related to the whole).  
Moses was quick to give correction to the Israelites when they built the Golden Calf (Exodus 
32). The Prophets consistently drew a line between correction and condemnation/judgement. 
Their goal was for God’s people to turn back from their evil ways toward him (Joel 2:13, Is. 
30:15ff., etc.). Jesus was quick to rebuke his disciples in their times of sin (Mark 8:33, Mat. 18:1-6, 
etc.). Paul in his letters to churches were filled with correction and instruction.  
 
As it pertains to condemnation there is a final judgement, though, the Bible is clear. Judgement is 
inevitable. God will judge each one of us based on our own decisions and lives we’ve lived. For 
those who follow Jesus, we are given a pardon. For those who do not follow Jesus they will be 
given a punishment. 
 
Other Scripture 
Galatians 6:1, Matthew 18:15, Proverbs 12:1, John 7:24 
There are several scriptures (check out the ones above as a few examples) regarding 
correction that seek to give the readers the ability to correct, but with kindness and 
compassion. These passages are not only to build up the individual but also to unify the Body of 
Christ. 
 

END GOAL 
To help students realize the 
difference between correction 
and judgement, and that Jesus is 
calling followers to restrain from 
condemnation not edification.  



WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT: 
We can judge all we want, but we must realize that by the same judgement we 
use, we will be measured also. This is a hefty promise from Jesus, and one that 
I’d rather leave to God (which is Jesus’ recommendation). 
 
It is important that we read this in reference to eternity. It is not our 
responsibility to judge an individual's eternity. The Pharisees believed they 
had the proper understanding, therefore they knew what God’s desire 
was. In knowing this, it also meant they knew the judgement of 
individuals. Ultimately, when we cast judgement on another, we sinfully 
take God’s role as ruler. Jesus instead helps the Pharisees realize 
judgement is God’s responsibility, and we have no right for 
condemnation. 

For the Believer - v.6 
Verse 6 is often confusing for many. It seems out of place. It is important to realize the law was 
given to Israel and to be understood and interpreted by God’s People. Anyone who was not a 
part of God’s community, wouldn’t understand The Law, and thus it would be worthless to 
enforce God’s Law on those who have no desire to or means in which to follow it. 
 
The Law is priceless. I don’t give something priceless to my children because I know they will 
destroy it. That’s why Amanda and I say we don’t have nice things haha. In a similar fashion, 
Gentiles (non-Jewish folk) wouldn’t understand God’s Law. They wouldn’t see the need for it or 
know why they were to follow it. Thus, it would be futile to expect or enforce them to follow 
God’s Law. 
 
In our context today, the same could be said of the unbeliever. Why would we expect an 
unbeliever to seek humility when they have no reason to do so? The reason being to honor 
Christ. Why would we enforce a belief system that is foundationally grounded by belief in 
Yahweh, when he or she doesn’t believe that Jesus died for us? Ultimately, it’s foolish for us to 
expect a non-Christian to act, live, or believe similarly to a Christian. So what Jesus is talking 
about is for how believers should interact with other believers. 



WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
Making it Easy 
This is not a reference to Jesus giving anyone a free pass. It could be easily interpreted that if I 
was to lower the measure of judgement on others, then I could make it pretty easy to get into 
heaven for myself. In other words, to justify my habitual sin and still get eternity with Christ I lower 
the measure for my fellow brothers and sisters and thus lower the measure for myself. 
 
Jesus was addressing the issue of making that which is NOT sinful, sinful. The Pharisees had 
detailed explanations of how to interpret and live out The Law. If you did not follow their 
interpretation to the “T”, then the Pharisees would declare you have committed sin. But their 
details often missed the heart of God’s laws and ultimately if someone broke their “rules” it did 
not necessarily mean sin in God’s eyes, but rather they didn’t do what the Pharisees commanded. 
 
What Jesus says here isn’t to be mistaken in our favor. God has and forever will have a holy 
standard. Sin is sin whether we want to admit it or not just as righteousness is righteousness no 
matter how we try to spin it. And that is the curse of the fruit of knowledge of Good and Evil. We 
often get caught up in declaring for ourselves what is right and wrong, instead of letting God be 
the one who establishes and determines (and judges) right and wrong. 
 
Justifying sin not only does a disservice to myself, but it also robs me of the responsibility to care 
for my fellow Christians in offering correction and construction in their lives. Which leads us to the 
second way… 
 
Don’t Judge Me! 
"Don't judge me!" is a phrase I hear a lot! None of us like being told how we should live, yet the 
Bible is full of laws and commandments telling us how to live, and just as many examples of fellow 
believers guiding and instructing each other toward what is good and nudging away from what is 
bad.  
 
Jesus is being very clear that the manner in which we judge others, we will be judged as well. 

Furthermore, Jesus’ command is for self-examination (look at the plank in your 
own eye)... in other words, “Judge yourself.”  

 
What we must realize is it all comes down to semantics. The 

modern use of judge is different from the way the ancient 
people used this word. In this context, judgement is tied 

to God’s role. It is God who judges sin, and provides 
judgement for eternity. Just as a judge in our court 
brings a closure to every courtroom hearing with a 
final judgement, that is one of God’s roles. The 
Pharisees, however, felt it was on their shoulders 
to carry out this responsibility too.  
 
Our current cultural understanding of “judge” has 
shifted, couple that with a different definition of 
right and wrong and we have the makeup for a  



TEACHING EXAMPLE / ILLUSTRATION 
The illustration I’m going to use is to accompany how often this verse is MISINTERPRETED. I’m 
hoping this will be a misdirection for our students.  
 
I will put three items in a bag. Seal the bag. I will then ask three volunteers to guess what is in 
the bag based on what they feel as they touch the bag. I will then proceed to show the 
students what these three items are, most likely the students will not have guessed it, and 
thus I will help them see… we aren’t always the best to judge because we don’t really know 
what is on the inside. 
 
I will encourage this as a good way to live life, but that the passage of scripture we’re 
reading today isn’t really about that. 

Grades

7th/8th 
Grades

9th/10th 
Grades

11th/12th 
Grades

misuse of scripture! In many current scenarios, to “judge” someone has the 
connotation of forcing an opinion on one’s life. To judge someone is to tell 

them how to live and believing your way of living is better than the others. I can’t 
stress enough, judgement in our current world is about an opinion rather than a fact. 
 
Here’s the bottom line: Jesus is speaking to his disciples helping them see we must never place 
ourselves in God’s role. His request is for his followers to not be brutal and relentless in our 
correction, but rather seek to offer mercy and compassion in our correction with one another, 
just as we would hope others will do for us. 
 
Believers Only 
Furthermore, verse 6 helps us understand that correction is only for believer to believer. We 
should strive to support and love each other toward a more true way of living. We should seek 
out loving correction from our friends in Christ. It may hurt, but that hurt builds us up and brings 
us more in line with Christ. 
 
On the flip side, it would be difficult to convince a person who doesn’t follow Jesus to do what 
Jesus asked. It is unnecessary and potentially damaging to expect our moral code to transfer to 
a world that upholds selfishness and greed. It’s like oil and water, they simply don’t mix.  
 
Summary 
Correction is not judgement if its purpose is to build up, support and edify the person you’re 
talking with. Where judgement is final; correction hopes for change. This is why self-examination 
is so important! It puts us in our proper place! We can identify with sinful people. It should provide 
us with more compassion and grace for our fellow believers. 



STATION CYCLE 

NOTES: 

Grades Station 1 Station 2 Station 3 

7th/8th 
Grades 

Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application Activity 

9th/10th 
Grades 

Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application 

11th/12th 
Grades 

Application Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 



NOTES: 





OCTOBER 11 
Matthew 19:26 NIV 

26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible." 



CONTEXT:  
MATTHEW 19:16-30 
The Rich Young Man 
This is a unique story found in the gospels because it 
deals with the misunderstandings of salvation and 
righteousness. The young man who addresses Jesus 
is very “put-together.” He has money, he has clout, 
and he has a pretty holy life to tout as well. He’s got it 
all working for him! 
 
Jesus, however, reveals the sin truly latched to the 
man: Idolatry. The young man worships his wealth and 
status. To trade that in for a chance to follow Christ 
was too much to ask, and thus the young man walked 
away sad because he wasn’t willing to give up 
everything for Christ. 
 

The Half-Gospel 
The commandments the young man follows are pretty cut and dry: they’re all the commandments that 
deal with loving your neighbor. But the commandments that were left out were intentional: the 
commandments that focused on Loving God. The reason being is because this young man did love God, 
but NOT as much as his wealth. 
 
This points to a common trend within humanity. To highlight specific rules over others. It’s a half-gospel, 
but what Jesus is asking is for total and complete devotion not a picking and choosing of what I like and 
what’s easiest for me to follow. 
 
Surprise! 
When put in context, we must also see there are surprises that abound in this passage. When you first 
meet the man who asks Jesus about eternal life, we assume he is a normal person. No detail is given 
about his financial or social status. All we get is “a man.” It is not until later that we find this man is 
wealthy.  
 
Jesus replies with commands that focus on how we interact with each other, which the man says he has 
followed. As a Jew, your mind would immediately think, “What about the first four commandments about 
God?” So when the young man asks Jesus, “What do I still lack?” The expectation is Jesus will say, 
“Have no other gods before you, don’t worship idols, don’t use the Lord’s name in vain, and keep the 
Sabbath holy.” Jesus does say this, but in a very unexpected way. Jesus says, “Sell all you own and 
follow me.” What is surprising is Jesus goes to the heart of this young man’s issue. Yes, in Jewish culture 
he could say he followed the first four commandments by following “the rules” established by the 
Pharisees and Teachers of the Law. But eternal life has to do with who your heart is aligned with. This 
young man had great wealth! And that was the god he put before The Lord. Money was his graven 
image. 
 

END GOAL 
“All things” in this passage refers to 
the deepest of matters in the 
world: Salvation. We want students 
to know that God’s desire isn’t for 
them to have their wishes come 
true, but to have his desire fulfilled: 
Salvation come to humanity.  



Furthermore, Jesus says something that is extremely surprising to the Jews of his day. It’s pretty 
much impossible for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. During this time, the rich were 

who you looked up to. There was a belief that wealth came from God as a blessing for how one lives his 
or her life. For Jesus to say this, meant that wealth had very little to do with how one lives their life. And 
that is extremely surprising! 
 
Finally, Jesus surprises everyone once again by suggesting there’s no need to worry because with God 
even the impossibility that wealthy people can have eternal life is possible with God. 
 
Rich People and The Kingdom of Heaven 
Jesus uses the example of the wealthy young man to talk to his disciples about the difficulties wealth 
brings in receiving the Kingdom of Heaven. I would suggest wealth is the main focus of this passage, and 
Jesus' concern for the wealthy entering God’s Kingdom. To the point where he uses an analogy that 
seems impossible.  
 
The problem with wealth comes from quantity. The more you have, the more you must let go of in order 
to fully commit to following Jesus.  
 
Two thoughts: 
1. Though it is extremely difficult for a rich person to get into heaven, this passage doesn’t forbid it, 

but encourages what God is capable of doing. He has the power to draw a rich person to heaven. 
 

2. Idolatry is the deeper issue happening here. Wealth, comfort, and status all have become gods 
to this young man. He’d rather have them than Jesus. Choosing anything over Christ is 
considered idolatry. For some, it’s food. For others it’s our time. In this specific scenario, 
Christ is using wealth to talk about the sin of idolatry. 

 
All Things 
There’s much happening in this passage in terms of the idea of totality. Obeying the 
commandments, brings the connotation of all commandments. The young man actually 
says, “All these I’ve kept.” In Jesus' reply he recommends the young man sell his 
possessions. Once again, the connotation of all… in order to follow Jesus you 
couldn’t have any ties to anything (v.27). We then get to Jesus' statement about 
with God all things are possible, followed by a statement a few verses later 
where Jesus speaks of the renewal of all things. 
 
The concept of totality is very present in the phrase all things, but Jesus is 
talking about the TRUE all things. Not what all I want, but the all God wants. 
Can God do all things? YES! If he wanted to make us fly he could’ve 
given us wings! Instead, all things to God is simply about all that he 
desires.  
The difference between this passage and Philippians 4:13 is who 
is capable of doing all things. Philippians is about us doing all 
things through Christ. This passage is about God doing all 
things. He even says that with man it’s impossible.  

WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT: 
God can do anything he wants. He’s God! He is 
more than capable of doing all things.  



TEACHING EXAMPLE / ILLUSTRATION 
I haven’t thought of one yet. 

WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
All things are possible, but I can't fly! All things are possible but I can't do drugs and worship God, 
can I? What does Jesus mean when he says with God all things are possible?  
 
Similar to Philippians 4:13, we find this term “all things”. What we quickly need to realize is that all 
things in the Bible doesn’t really mean all things. What “all things” typically refers to is all of which 
the context is talking about. In this context, Jesus is talking specifically about man’s inability to 
attain salvation. But with God, salvation is possible. 
 
What can often confuse people is Jesus’ statement before the “all things” comment. Jesus said, 
“With man this is impossible…” If we were to take this verse and pluck it out of its context, there 
is much humans find impossible. And if there’s something I want to do that seems impossible, I 
know then, that God can make it possible because he makes all things possible! 
 
I can’t dunk over Lebron James, therefore if I just believe enough in God, then it will one day be 
possible for me to do it. I would love it if this is what God was talking about! I’d be approaching life 
completely different than I do now. As it pertains to students, where this verse can be dangerous 
is how well it feeds into the “Westernized” concept that you can be anything you want to be. Or 
if you try hard enough you can accomplish anything. This honestly just isn’t true.  
 
The context is pretty clear if you read the whole interaction. Jesus is talking about salvation! And 
to us salvation is everything! To humanity salvation is synonymous to all things.  
 
Hope for the Wealthy 
In the most basic sense, Jesus says it is pretty much impossible for a wealthy man to attain 
eternal life. It’s too easy to make a god out of money. It’s too simple to give more attention to 
wealth than to God. But with God there is always hope, because with God all things are possible. 



STATION CYCLE 

Grades Station 1 Station 2 Station 3 

7th/8th 
Grades 

Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application 

9th/10th 
Grades 

Application Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

11th/12th 
Grades 

Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application Activity 



NOTES: 



NOTES: 



DISCLAIMER: 
As I was studying for Mark 11:24, I realized how we 
also use verse 23. I decided to put these two 
together because they’re heavily dependent upon 
each other. The more studying I did , however, the 
more content I realized was there. Thus, I decided 
to turn this into a two-week study. 
 
There is a large section of context with this 
passage, so plan accordingly. The context applies 
for both weeks, but the message for each verse is 
different. 



OCTOBER 18 & 25 
Mark 11:23-24 NIV 

23 "Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, 
throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in their 
heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will 
be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you 
ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 

will be yours. 



CONTEXT:  
Mark 11:12-25 
This passage contains two popular verses. Verse 23 talks 
about faith moving mountains. Verse 24 speaks of God 
giving us anything we ask for in prayer. Add that to the 
context of a weird miracle Jesus performed and there’s 
bound to be some confusion. We’ll be spending two weeks 
with this one particular passage of scripture.  
 
The Temple 
In order to best understand this story and its structure, we 
must understand some basic understanding of God’s 

Temple in the first century. To the Jewish community, the temple was their symbol of religious elitism. 
Within the innermost part of the Temple laid the ark of the covenant. This was God’s throne. It was in 
this room (called the Most Holy Place) where God’s Presence dwelled. It was a sign to not only Israel, 
but to the world, that God had made his home with His people.  
 
Because they were his chosen people, the temple helped solidify the difference they held from 
every other nation. They were set apart, unique and distinct from all others. One can see how easy it 
would be to develop a sense of pride and nationalism from this perspective. The sad part is in this 
pride and arrogance, Israel failed to see that God established them as His people in order to be a light 
to the world. He distinguished them from all others in order to bring others into His Holy Community.  
 
Israel not only failed to do this, but did the exact opposite. They kept God to themselves (if you can 
do such a thing). They rejected God’s call to invite nations into His presence, and instead hoarded his 
hope, promises, and salvation for themselves. The temple, thus lost its purpose and meaning and 
evolved into an elitist club for those only born from a certain bloodline that were invited in. 
 
Story Structure 
This is one of the most controversial passages in scripture, and not just for environmentalists. It’s a 
very confusing scene. The fig tree isn’t producing fruit, but Mark is clear that it’s not the season for 
figs. So why would Jesus kill a tree that’s doing what it’s supposed to do? Is Jesus succumbing to sin 
here? Angry and therefore taking it out on an innocent tree that’s doing what it’s supposed to be? 
 
If we were to take the story of the fig tree alone, it is an odd one. But if you realize, the story of the 
fig tree is bracketing another story: The Temple Cleansing. Though chronology is important here, 
story structure is more important. In the time this gospel was written, most people didn’t care about 
chronology. The author would put events wherever they please in order to highlight themes or 
messages. In this context, it just so happens that the chronology lines up well with a better 
understanding. 

END GOAL 
October 18: Mark 11:23 - If you have 

accepted Christ as your savior, faith 
has moved more than a mountain. It 
moved your sin to the grave, and 

moved you into connection with the 
Lord. 

October 25: Mark 11:24 - God cares 
deeply about our connection to him. 

He wants us so united that our 
actions and words fall in line with his.  



Temple Cleansing 
The Gospel of John tells the story of the temple cleansing a little differently than the other three 
gospels. In this gospel it has been suggested Jesus is attacking the practices of money changing in the 
temple. I have heard many preach (myself included) that Jesus saw the events of the temple and was 
so utterly disgusted by it, that he began a revolt within the temple by overturning the tables and casting 
out the evil swindlers. 
 
Every gospel is different in the message it is trying to convey to its readers while maintaining the 
gospel's intended purpose: to help the reader see that Jesus is the Christ and to receive his 
forgiveness offered by the cross and resurrection. Therefore, there are two phrases that help us 
understand the temple cleansing within the context of the gospel of Mark.  
 
“House of Prayer for all the nations” 
This phrase is unique to Mark’s gospel. In Matthew and Luke Jesus says, “House of Prayer” but in this 
specific instance we see the phrase “for all the nations” added. Mark is trying to get the readers to 
see how the temple never fulfilled its intended purpose. It was made as a beacon for all to see the light 
of Yahweh. It was created for the lost to find salvation. It was formed to be a place where God could 
dwell with man. Instead, it was a shell of its original creation.  
 
The temple had become a shrine to bring division in the world. It belonged only to the Jews, and 
though there was a space for Gentiles, it was so far removed from the presence of God that 
it communicated quite clearly who the temple was made for. 
 
“Den of Robbers” 
Again, in the gospel of John, Jesus doesn’t use this phrase. Instead he says, “house of 
trade.” In Matthew, Mark and Luke (known as the Synoptic Gospels) the phrase den of 
robbers is used to describe what is happening in the temple. Two thoughts: 
 
In John’s gospel, using the phrase “house of trade” brings the reader to understand 
Jesus is unhappy with the dealings within the temple. People were being taken 
advantage of, business was taking happening in the very place God 
designed for prayer and worship. People were making money from 
those who were vulnerable. This is a tragic act, but for it to happen 
within the temple is worse than a tragedy! It’s deplorable! 

 
A robbers’ den is not a place in which stealing happens. A 
robbers’ den is a place where robbers and thieves rested 
and kept away from authorities. It was essentially a 
hideout! This is what David Garland says of this act:  
 

"Jesus indirectly attacks them for allowing the 
temple to degenerate into a safe hiding place 
where people think that they find 
forgiveness and fellowship with God no 
matter how they act on the outside.”  
 

- David E. Garland, The NIV Application 
Commentary on Mark 



Jesus' actions within the temple weren’t to start a revolution, but to be a display of what was 
going to happen to the temple. It was being misused. The purpose of the temple was to bring 
forgiveness and hope to nations, instead it became a place where one nation used it as a means to feel 
okay with God no matter how they treated others. God no longer dwelled there, and even though it looked 
like it was doing something, it was a forgery of God’s dwelling. Therefore its purpose would be no more. It 
was going to be destroyed. 
 
For an Old Testament perspective and also to bring a better understanding of what’s taking place here, 
check out Jeremiah 7:1-15. This is Jeremiah discussing the future of God’s House. 
 
The Fig Tree 
Once again, to understand the purpose of the fig tree, we must understand Jesus’ actions within the temple. 
The temple looks like it’s doing something, even though it hasn’t for quite some time. Therefore God is 
going to destroy it. In the same manner, we find Jesus hungry and looking for something to eat. Even though 
it’s not the season for figs, he sees a fig tree in leaf. This is a note put in to help us understand Jesus is 
not just being mean, but there’s a point to what he’s doing (he’s trying to teach us something). Therefore 
Jesus’ curses the tree and says, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” 
 
When we pick up the fig tree story, we pick it up after Jesus did everything within the temple. And as they 
passed by the tree in the morning, they noticed it had withered away. It was dead… destroyed. The fig tree 
is presented here not as an example of how Jesus is going to reform the temple, or simply drive out the 
bad and start over… instead it is a symbol of what is to come for the temple. The season for the temple is 
over. It will be destroyed. 
 
The empty fig tree represents the empty temple, which was held as the symbol of Israel’s relationship with 
God. Their refusal to accept Jesus as the Messiah showed the emptiness in their religious practices, the 
emptiness of their worship, and the emptiness within their hearts. 
 

“It is not the time of the temple’s consummation but its consumption.”  
 

- David E. Garland, The NIV Application Commentary on Mark 
 
Faith That Can Move Mountains 
When we speak of faith, we often speak of the power one wields with undefiled, unfiltered faith. With faith 
you can move mountains we say. But did Jesus actually say that? Actually, his statement is much longer but 
has one key difference. Jesus uses the singular this mountain and does not use the plural mountains. This 
may not seem like much of a change, but when we look at the context, it changes everything! 

 
The Jewish Temple was built on a mountain… or at least what they called a 

mountain. It would probably be more in line with a hill, but in Jerusalem 
was one of the highest points in order for people to have a good 
view of God’s dwelling place. Given the context about the temple, 

we would be remiss if we thought Jesus was talking about 
just any mountain. Instead, it would be best to see Jesus 
referring to the temple once again. With faith, you can tell this 
temple to go to the sea. For fun, you should check out what 

else Jesus goes to the sea (Mark 5:13, 9:42). 



WHERE WE GET IT RIGHT: 
OCTOBER 18 (11:23) 
Faith can do powerful and mighty works. 
 
OCTOBER 25 (11:24) 
Prayer is powerful, and provides the ability to join God as he does miraculous 
works. 

WHERE WE GET IT WRONG 
OCTOBER 18 
Once again we find another verse people use for their own gain. Overcoming giants, against all 
odds, we love a good underdog story. And it’s faith that provides us with the best underdog 
stories. Question, have you ever seen a mountain move and throw itself into the sea? If we 
ignore context, then this is what we get. If I believe enough, I can make anything happen.  
 
Context, however, shows us once again another reference to the temple. The temple that was 
a symbol of those who have abused and apathetically approached God, who have chosen 
oppression and legalism over freedom and heart. Jesus’ actions in the temple are a 
representation of a transfer of power. The temple where faith once prevailed, was now only 
possible with those who place their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
With faith in Jesus Christ, the impossible became possible. The mortal was now able to dwell with 
The Divine. All humanity is now able to allow God’s Spirit to dwell within, rather than God dwelling 
with a limited number of people.  
 
This statement is both a powerful statement, but also filled with sadness. Jesus is mourning in 
anger the state of the temple. This was God’s dwelling place! And now it’s nothing more than a 
shell of what it used to be. For Jesus it belongs in the sea, where it will be no more. 
 
 



OCTOBER 25 
This verse is all too familiar with the prosperity gospel; name it and claim it. If I want $500, then all I 
need to do is ask God for it and it will find its way to me. There are a few problems with this 
approach in general without even getting into the complete disregard for context. 
 
1. It presents a poor representation of what prayer is for. Prayer in the prosperity gospel has little 

to do with God and more to do with my desires. 
 

2. It causes people to see prayer and God more like wishes with a genie. I think often think of 
Genie from Aladdin where he warns Aladdin that he needs to think through the consequences 
of his wishes. 
 

3. It ruins our relationship with God. Prayer is designed to cone 
ct us to the Father, and here is only divides us more because we impede our desires on God 
and drag his name into our own facade of religion. 

 
Prayer appears in a few ways in this passage. The first mention is in the way Jesus describes the 
temple as it used to be. Where the temple used to be a house of prayer, the new temples (God’s 
people) are now to realize their role as houses of prayer.  
 
House of prayer connects us to Jesus’ statement about asking for anything from God, believing it 
and receiving it. If we are to ask for anything, it must be in the knowledge that we are houses of 
prayer in which the presence of God dwells. Thus, the overflow of our prayers are to be from the 
desires of God. In other words, when we ask for something in prayer we should be able to see 
God’s heart. If we do, God will give us the desires of his heart. 
 
It’s also important to realize there are times we ask God for something and he won’t give it 
because what we’re asking isn’t in his will. It’s important to note, though, his will is always about his 
kingdom, not about the nicest TV or a brand new car.  
 
Mark 14:36, Jesus is praying to God asking him to provide another way in which he will suffer. But 
Jesus’ request doesn’t end with a demand, but rather a proclamation, “Not my will, but yours.” Like 
Jesus, we must always hold our requests with open hands. The hope is, however, that we are so 
united with Christ that anything we ask comes flowing from the heart of God himself and we will 
see his desires accomplished in our invitation to pray for it. 



STATION CYCLE 

Grades Station 1 Station 2 Station 3 

7th/8th 
Grades 

Application Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

9th/10th 
Grades 

Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application Activity 

11th/12th 
Grades 

Activity 
Q&R and 
Prayer 

Application 

TEACHING EXAMPLE / ILLUSTRATION 
 
OCTOBER 18 
Example of something that used to be awesome, but it's no longer awesome.  
 
OCTOBER 25 
I had a Sunday School teacher tell me one time (when I was in High School) that if I pray for a 
sports car, God may give it to me... but at what cost? What if I get in an accident, permanently 
hurt my leg, and then with the money I make from the settlement be able to purchase a sports 
car. I was afraid to pray and ask for anything after that. But again, the context helps us 
understand that we must know the heart of God as Jesus does. If we understand what God 
wants, then obviously we'll know what to ask for, and thus anything we ask for will be given to 
us. 
 
Video: Aladdin - be careful what you wish for 




