
Session 3: The OT Not-So-Faithful (Small Groups) 
God never promises to use only “good” people to accomplish his purposes. We see that quickly in 
Genesis 4, after Cain murders his brother, God offers protection over him. For God, he sees the world 
differently than us, and he sees how to accomplish his eternal goals apart from any human hand. The 
reality is, God will always do what he chooses, the question is… will we choose to join him in 
accomplishing those purposes with righteousness? 
 
Each of these men in this session are deeply flawed men. A few of them do a few good things, but the 
majority of them are terrible because they are selfish, jealous, self-absorbed, hateful… and the list goes 
on. Regardless of their actions, though, God uses them!  
 
This goes to show, again, that God will accomplish his purposes no matter what. His will isn’t dependent 
upon our effectiveness. God will ALWAYS be effective. Rather, God’s desire is to accomplish his purposes 
with us. These men chose NOT to do it with God. 
 
 

Jonah (Rick, Josh, Aaron)  
Passage to Prepare for: Read Jonah 1-4 
 
“Jonah was a prophet. 
But he really never got it.” 

- Veggie Tales, Jonah 
 
I encourage you to check out the Bible Project video on the Book of Jonah. It’s a very helpful resource in 
this character study. 
 
Misconceptions 
Tell me if this sounds familiar… There was a prophet, whose name was Jonah. God told him to prophesy 
to the people of Nineveh that God will destroy them if they don’t repent. Jonah was afraid of Nineveh, 
because they were his enemies. So, he runs in the opposite direction, boards a boat all trying to escape 
God. But you can’t outrun God! 
 
On the boat, the winds become fierce, and so as to keep the boat from sinking, Jonah sacrifices himself 
to save the sailors. God provides a big fish to come and rescue him! Inside the fish, Jonah recognizes his 
wrong ways. He realizes that he needs to trust God, and he repents.  
 
The whale throws him up on the shore, and Jonah quickly runs to Nineveh and preaches the truth to 
them. Nineveh hears Jonah’s words and repents. God saves the city of Nineveh! Yay! The end. 
 
If you read the story of Jonah, you would know this is NOT the story of Jonah, rather it’s a cheap way of 
telling this story to children without having to explain one who does not act like a man of God. 
 
This is Funny! 
Everything in the story of Jonah is to throw us off. First of all, the book is found in the Minor Prophet 
section of the Bible. So, it’s surrounded by other prophets used by God to deliver a message to a people 



group. It also begins like every other prophetic book… but then it takes a turn. The reader quickly 
realizes that this is not a prophetic book, but rather a narrative about a specific prophet.  
 
All of this is to lead the Hebrew reader to laugh. The way the words are put together, the way animals 
play a role in this story. It’s all meant to create laughter for the reader.  
 
Some of the humor found in this book is often wrapped up into how unlike a prophet Jonah really is. He 
hears the word of the Lord, and rejects it! God tells him to go somewhere, and he goes in the complete 
opposite direction! This humor is accentuated when Jonah is held up against what most Israelites (who 
originally read this book) would consider unholy and unrighteous.  
 
Jonah’s fear of God is less than that of sailors! Jonah never praises God, yet the sailors do! The way 
Nineveh responds to God is different than Jonah. Where Jonah runs away, Nineveh (even their animals) 
repent and seek the Lord! 
 
Try looking for other funny moments within this story. 
 
The Whale 
We always talk about Jonah and The Whale (or fish), but I actually don’t get caught up in the kind of sea 
creature it is. Most likely, it’s a whale. What I do get caught up on, is that it’s the whale that most people 
equate with this story. Yet, the whale is only in three verses of this four chapter book! 
 
5 words! 
When Jonah finally commits to going to Nineveh, this is what he says to them: “Forty more days and 
Nineveh will be overturned.” In Hebrew it’s actually on five words! That was his prophecy to them! FIVE 
WORDS! Nowhere in those five words is mentioned Yahweh, The Lord. Nowhere is there mentioned 
what they must do so it doesn’t happen. It’s almost as if Jonah wants them to be confused and not 
figure out what was going on… 
 
It’s almost like Jonah doesn’t want to be doing this, but God is making him. So, he is going to put in the 
least amount of effort as possible. Or even worse, sabotage what God wants to see happen to his 
enemies. 
 
Oh! So, that’s why… 
Chapter 4 of Jonah is one of the most forgotten chapters of the Bible, but it’s one of the most important 
chapters in the Bible! When Nineveh repents… this is what we read: 
 
Jon 4:1-3 NIV - 1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, 
"Isn't this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a 
God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die 
than to live." 
 
Jonah’s response is one of anger because he knew God was gracious and compassionate! He didn’t want 
Nineveh to be saved! He wanted God to obliterate them! And why? Because Nineveh were evil people! 
Every enemy they came in contact with, they would utterly destroy. They would take their most fierce 
warriors, chop off their heads, and place them on a peg in front of the city they just took possession of. 
As if to remind everyone not to mess with them! 



 
Israel was in the crosshairs of the Assyrians (Nineveh was the capital city), and they were next on the list 
to be overtaken. It’s easy to see why Jonah would hate these people. But God used it regardless his 
opposition. 
 
The End 
There a scene where God creates a plant to protect Jonah from the scorching heat in the desert. Then a 
worm comes and eats that plant, causing Jonah to become angry that God allowed it to be destroyed. 
 
To this, God points out one more piece of humor, but also one more solid nugget of truth. Does Jonah 
actually care more for a plant than he does for human beings? 
 
We are left with Jonah angry enough to die. And the Lord closing his thoughts expressing how much he 
loves all living things, even those who are enemies of God.  
 


