
SESSION 2: DAVID 
Part 1: THE CALL 
 
Pastor Josh Intro 
Supplies: An assortment of useful, everyday objects. i.e. toothbrush, fork, screwdriver, etc. Enough for 
each person in your group (maybe a few more so there are options). 
 
Say Something Like:  
Starting from youngest to oldest, pick the item that you believe is the most useful object here. 
Students may be bummed that their object was selected by someone else before them. If that is the case, 
encourage them to pick the “next” most important object. 
 
After all the items have been selected… 
 
Ask: 

• Why did you choose your item? 

• What are two things that set your object apart from everyone else’s? 

• How is your object useful? 
 

---------- Break into Groups ---------- 
 
Small Group Time 
Say Something Like: 
The person we’re going to reading about today is an extremely important character in the Bible. His 
name is King David.  
 
Ask: What do you know about David? Give students a chance to answer… 
 
Say Something Like: 
Pastor Josh talked last night about The Call from God, and we’re going to spend a few minutes looking at 
David’s call from God. 
 
Read:  
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
Ask:  
The King of Israel at the time was King Saul. And he was not doing a great job. God had chosen a 
different leader and it was time for Samuel to find him. So what kind of person was Samuel looking for? 
Give students a chance to answer. 
 
To give you a hint, check out 1 Samuel 9:1-2 
 
Ask: 
How mnay sons of Jesse did he go through before he came across David? Seven, and he had forgotten 
about David because he was such a runt! 
 
What is it that God said he’s looking for in the next king? See v. 7 



Ask: 
There was NOTHING special about Abram (Abraham). What made him special is God chose him. God 
often chooses the unlikely and unbelievable to accomplish what God needs to accomplish. And what did 
he need him to accomplish? 
 
Say Something Like: 
God desired for David to be the king who would listen to him. Follow his leading, and do so with a 
humble heart. He also wanted someone who was brave and confident. Someone who could take on the 
strongest of enemies and defeat them… knowing it wasn’t him, but it was God the whole time. 
 
Read: 
1 Samuel 17:1-58  
This is a lot of reading. You may want to break it up, or gauge how they’re doing as they’re reading. You 
may need to stop every couple of paragraphs to ask for a recap of what’s happened. 
 
Ask: 
Many of you are familiar with this story, but was there anything in it that surprised you or you didn’t 
remember? Let students answer. 
Its good to read stories like this because sometimes students only recollection of David and Goliath is 
what they learned as kids. These stories are often much different than we remember. 
 
Ask: 
So why was David not afraid to face Goliath? Let the students answer. 
 
How did David defeat Goliath? Let the students answer. 
 
These two questions have very similar answers… it’s the Lord! What made David so special is his 
recognition of the Lord. He knew he didn’t defeat Goliath. He even said it, it wasn’t the sling that he 
came against Goliath with… it was The Lord Almighty! 
 
 
David’s a great example of a man who responded to the call of God against the odds. He was young and 
small, but that didn’t stop him. And David’s story doesn’t end here either… Every person is given a test 
as well. Sometimes they succeed, and sometimes they fail.  
 
End asking the students if they have any questions. Let them know we’re not done talking about 
Abraham. Then come back to the meeting area and wait quietly for the other groups to finish. 
  



Part 2: THE TEST 
 
Pastor Josh Interlude 
Ask:  
So, what have you learned about your character so far? 
 
We’re going to have a contest. The winner of this contest will get a $10 gift card. I’m going to show you 
an image for 15 seconds. What I’d like for you to do is memorize as many objects you see in that image. 
(The objects will be everyday sort of items. One of the objects will be a Bible.) After the 15 seconds. I’ll 
give you one minutes to write down as many objects as you can remember.  
 
After the activity 
Which object did you write down first? Why? 
What object do you think was the hardest to remember? 
What do you think all these objects represent? 
 
Say Something Like: 
These objects are everyday objects that we use. Some are hobbies. Some are required. But all represent 
choices we make on a daily basis. What we spend our time on. What we invest our lives in. And every 
day, we have a choice… an option… a test… to choose whom we should follow in these activities. Who 
will get our attention? 
 
In the next 15 minutes or so, you’ll be spending time in your groups talking about choices each of these 
men had to make. To choose God, or something else.  
 

---------- Break into Groups ---------- 
 
Small Group Time 
Ask: 
As Pastor Josh talked about yesterday, each person who is called by God is given a test. Think back to 
the Bible Project video from last night. When we’re talking about our relationship with God, what is a 
test? Give students a chance to answer.  
 
Say Something Like: 
A test is God’s invitation to work alongside him, or choose to not work alongside him. We face these 
tests every day. God’s desire is for us to trust him and choose to be with him. In the case of King David, 
we’re going to look at two different tests he took, and how he handled them. 
 
First, we need to understand we’re picking up in David’s story after Saul died, and David finally became 
the King over Israel. We also need to realize, this is how God explained Kings would be: 
 

1 Samuel 8:14-17 
14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to 
his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his 
officials and attendants. 16 Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle[c] 
and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you 
yourselves will become his slaves. 

 



Let’s read some passages about David’s Test: 
2 Samuel 7:1-29 
 
Ask: 
David realizes where he’s living, and how he’s spent his resources. And then realizes God’s “house” is a 
tent! So, what does David want to do?  
 
Say Something Like: 
Build a permanent house for God… one better than his own! He realizes this is a way to honor God 
beyond himself.  
 
Ask: 
What is God’s response to David’s desire to build him a house?  
 
Say Something Like: 
God is moved by David’s desire and request, and ultimately promises his family would be able to reign 
forever. This promise is fulfilled by Jesus, who was a descendant of David, and the last true king of the 
Jews. 
 
The test here is a simple one. God doesn’t even prompt it… that’s what makes this so amazing! Earlier 
on, we learned that God discourages Israel from having a king because kings are selfish, and will steal 
from the people… and make them slaves!  
 
Instead, David, after he sees the lavish things he owns, decides to give much of it to God! This was the 
heart of David as a king. He didn’t desire to have all the riches (though God gave them to him). And he 
didn’t desire to steal from people, like other kings before and after him. David was a good king… well, a 
mostly good king. 
 
There was another test that David faced… one he didn’t fare so well in. 
 
Read: 
2 Samuel 11:1-27 
 
Ask: 
This story is wrong in many different ways. What kind of things stood out to you while reading? Give 
students a chance to answer. 
 
Ask:  
What was David’s first sin? Let students answer. 
 
Ask:  
His first sin was one of lust, which led to adultery. But his sin didn’t stop there. Where did his send lead 
him? Let students answer. 
 
Say Something Like: 
Like most sins, it starts with something small, then grows into something much bigger, and more 
terrible. David’s sin started with lusting with his eyes, and led to murdering one of his greatest warriors. 
 



Ask:  
Why do you think sin does this? Why does it start small and then get bigger and bigger? This is an open-
ended question. Allow the students to give answers. You may come up with one of your own. 
 
Let’s see what happened next: 
Read: 2 Samuel 12:1-14 
 
Ask: 
How does David respond to Nathan’s warning? Let students answer. 
 
Say Something Like: 
David gets visibly angry and upset at the story Nathan tells him. When he realizes his own sin, though, 
his response is not excuses, not defending what he’s done, but very simply confession. David takes the 
blame for what he’s done. If you’re ever interested, check out Psalm 51 to truly hear David’s confession 
to God.  
 
Ask: 
What were the consequences of David’s actions? Let students answer. 
 
There were four to be exact: 

1. The sword will never depart from his house (meaning as long as he’s alive, his family will seek to 
kill him). 

2. His household will have calamity (meaning they will rebel against him). 
3. His sons would take his wives. 
4. His son born from Bathsheba would die. 

 
All these came true! David’s life was never the same after this sin. But David was also a different man 
after this sin. He had mercy on many. He had compassion on those who were sinful, because he saw his 
own sin and how it destroyed his life, yet God had mercy on him nonetheless. 
 
  



THE END 
Ask: 
This is far from the last story in King David’s life. In the end, David had his faults, but also had his good 
moments. As we look through the person of David, which we studied a lot this morning. Let’s answer a 
few last questions… 
These questions are open ended. Let the youth come to conclusions on their own. Try your best to avoid 
giving your own answers until at least one or two students have said something. 
 

1. How did David reflect the image of God? 
2. How did David obey God? 
3. How did David believe in God’s Promise? (God’s promise to rescue the world – through Jesus) 
4. How was this man flawed? 

 
Say Something Like: 
As we reflect on the person of David, we must be able to look at his life and see who God is and also 
hold his life up as a mirror of our own.  
 
Ask:  

1. What does this character’s life help us understand about who God is? 
2. What does this character’s life help us understand about ourselves? 

 
When you’re done, come back to the gathering. 
 
 


