
INTRODUCTION 
The men we’re going to read about this weekend are fairly popular in the world of religion. They’re 
known in Christianity, but also Judaism and even Islam. When we read about these men, we do an 
injustice to the original authors and the Holy Spirit to simply gloss over them. Much of what is written 
about them is for us to hold them up and causes us to see ourselves in them. How are we flawed like 
these men? How are we obedient like them? What can we learn from them and their choices? 
 
Proverbs 12:15 
The way of fools seems right to them, 
    but the wise listen to advice. 
 
This is one of several verses in Proverbs about the importance of learning from those who’ve gone 
before us. Our society prides itself on “making our own way” and “expressing ourselves”. We glorify the 
opinion and shame the thoughts of the opposed. One aspect of these men that we must realize is that 
their stories are to help us learn from them. We are to mimic their faithfulness and obedience, and learn 
from their sin.  
 
It’s important to realize there are very few (if any) extraordinary people in the Bible. Most of them are 
quite underwhelming and average. What makes these people memorable and worth writing about is 
their obedience to the Lord. For in their obedience, and even for some their disobedience, it is God who 
makes these people accomplish extraordinary tasks. 
 
With this realization, the goal of this weekend is to help our young men (and ourselves) see how the 
story of the Bible intertwines the Creator with his created. There are some basic truths we will discover 
this weekend: 
 

1. God’s plan for redemption cannot be swayed by humanity and its choices. 
2. We have the choice to be obedient or not. 
3. God’s call for humanity isn’t to determine the future, but to be faithful and join our futures with 

his. 
 
Each session we’ll ask specific questions about the character and try to discover information about them 
that will help us determine the truths stated above. 
 

1. How did this man reflect (or not reflect) the image of God? 
2. How did this many obey (or not obey) the Lord? 
3. How did this man believe (or not believe) in God’s Promise? 
4. How is this man flawed? 

 
Each session we’re also going to try and accomplish certain goals. They are as follows: 
 

1. What does this character’s life help us understand about who God is? 
2. What does this character’s life help us understand about ourselves? 

 

  



Session 2: The OT Faithful (Small Groups) 
We’re looking at the men who made a Covenant with God. Essentially, these three men carried the 
promise of Jesus Christ in each major period of Israelite History. They were each deeply flawed men, but 
were faithful to the call of the Lord. God isn’t looking for perfection, he’s looking for faithfulness.  
 
These are the questions we’ll be asking about these men: 

1. How did this man reflect the image of God? 
2. How did this man obey God? 
3. How did this man believe in God’s Promise? 
4. How did this man misrepresent God? 

 
Some general thoughts for each character: 

• Each of these men play a significant role in the story of God. 

• They each are called by God 

• They each receive a covenant with God 

• They each fall short of that covenant 

• Their faithfulness, however, God rewards in the long-run. 
 

DAVID (Chad, Jacob) 
To begin prep read the following chapters: 1 Samuel 16-20; 2 Samuel 1-3; 6-7; 11-12; 15-18 
 
Commentary & Highlights: 
These are some of my thoughts on David and the highlights to help you better understand what you’re 
reading. The goal for this session is to read about David, and then answer the questions above. Pastor 
Josh will be providing a video for you in the coming days that will help you better understand and walk 
through these questions with your small group. Finally, there are two application questions that we’ll 
add to discuss after we’ve exhausted the previous four questions. 
 
The Calling 
In 1 Samuel 16, we get one of the greatest misdirects in all the Bible, but we really shouldn’t be 
surprised by this. Yet, everyone IS surprised by this! The reader is surprised when Jesse forgets to 
mention that he has one more son. Samuel is surprised it’s David. Jesse is surprised it’s David. David’s 
brother are surprised it’s not them! It’s literary beauty! 
 
The Bible consistently paints the picture that God uses the underwhelming people of the world to do 
extraordinary things. The purpose for this is so we aren’t confused in the slightest as to who is doing 
these great works! Only God can use a small, redheaded, runt like David and make him the greatest king 
Israel had… that is until Jesus, of course.  
 
The Test: Passed 
The way this story gets used nowadays is just sad. This game is a real David vs. Goliath! The underdog 
story! If you simply trust God, then he can use you to slay giants! Gross! 
 
First of all, David never once felt like he was the underdog. Maybe everyone else did, but he surely did 
not. Not only that, but David KNEW he wasn’t going to lose because he was fighting with The Lord. The 
same Lord who parted the Red Sea, who set captives free, who made the sun stand still for a whole day, 



and helped him slay a bear and a lion. I mean, if God is fighting with David, does Goliath really stand a 
chance? 
 
Secondly, we like to teach children that we, too, can be like David if we simply trust God. But NO! That’s 
not what this was pointing to. Truthfully, we should more identify ourselves with the people of Israel, 
who were frozen, scared, and unable to defeat such a menacing giant of a man! Israel needed a savior, 
and David (through the help of The Lord) was that savior! Hmm… sound familiar? If not, I can help… we 
are facing the giant of SIN, and we need a savior to rescue us from that giant. Jesus did that for us on 
cross and through his resurrection he slayed the giant (sin) and became our Savior. 
 
Lastly, giants don’t appear much in the Bible, but when they do, it’s always significant. One such 
instance of giants happens when Israel is about to cross into the promised land. They’re afraid to enter 
because they’re afraid to face the giants in the land. David’s battle with Goliath is a call back to Israel’s 
failure to trust the Lord. David, he did what Israel was unable to do. Face the giant and declare the God 
of Israel as the one true God of the Promised Land. 
 
Fleeing for Life 
David’s fame spreads so much that Saul becomes jealous of David. Sadly, his jealously leads to him trying 
to kill David, to eventually hunting him down because he knows that David is the anointed king of Israel. 
Saul had lost favor with God, and now David was the rightful heir of the throne. Thus, Saul send David 
into hiding. 
 
Much happens during this time, but here’s a few highlights: 

• Though many in his came suggest it (and often try to push for it themselves), David does not try 
to kill King Saul. He respectfully considers him the rightful king of Israel. Even to the point that 
when David learns of Saul’s death, he kills the messenger because ethe messenger bragged that 
he was the one who killed King Saul, even though Saul fell on his own sword.  David killed the 
messenger because the messenger killed the anointed one of Israel! Now that’s loyalty! 

• Twice David was able to kill Saul, but instead he shows mercy to Saul. 

• David builds support from people to accept him as the new king of Israel when the time comes. 
 
A Great King 
David does many things. He defeats many enemies. Conquers cities. Builds a palace. Established 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, and the list goes on. But what made David such a beloved king by both 
God and man was his humility and faithfulness to God. He never once took credit for his successes. He 
directed praise to The Lord.  
 
He prepared resources for his son to build a temple to the Lord. He united the twelve tribes of Israel. He 
made peace with many nations, and sought to bring peace to Israel… so much so that when his son 
Solomon took over, they experienced peace like no other time in Israel. 
 
David’s fame went far beyond his battle with Goliath. His fame stemmed from his just and righteous rule 
in Israel. 
 
The Covenant 
In 2 Samuel 7, God makes a covenant with David. A promise that if David’s family continues to seek the 
Lord, follows his decrees and makes God the priority in Israel, he will always have an heir on the throne 



of Israel. But it goes much deeper than this. Not only will his house rule on the throne of Israel, but his 
sons would be adopted as God’s own children.  
 
However, if they do not do what was asked, then none of the above would happen, and forever there 
would be toil in his household.  
 
The Test: Failed 
No one falls quite as hard and as fast as King David. There is a point in David’s life that you see things 
take a turn for the worse and it all begins on the rooftop of his palace. David is presented with a test. 
This test he fails, which leads to more and more corruption. Which then leads to death! 
 
But David’s response is quite unique. David’s response to all this is repentance and a mourning that 
seeks to reconcile with God. This is a distinct trait of David’s that many in the Bible (especially prominent 
characters like the one’s we’re studying this session) do not possess. In his failure, we see some pretty 
severe consequences. There is turmoil in the household of David. There is death and sadness. And yet, 
from this experience, what we learn from David is a man who realizes his depravity and thus lives the 
remainder of his life understanding the significance of humility and grace.  
 
David has lost his righteousness, and thus feels no need to condemn others for their sins because he 
sees his own. David, all through his last days, gives grace to many. 
 


