
SESSION 2: ABRAHAM 
Part 1: THE CALL 
 
Pastor Josh Intro 
Supplies: An assortment of useful, everyday objects. i.e. toothbrush, fork, screwdriver, etc. Enough for 
each person in your group (maybe a few more so there are options). 
 
Say Something Like:  
Starting from youngest to oldest, pick the item that you believe is the most useful object here. 
Students may be bummed that their object was selected by someone else before them. If that is the case, 
encourage them to pick the “next” most important object. 
 
After all the items have been selected… 
 
Ask: 

• Why did you choose your item? 

• What are two things that set your object apart from everyone else’s? 

• How is your object useful? 
 

---------- Break into Groups ---------- 
 
Small Group Time 
Say Something Like: 
The person we’re going to reading about today is an extremely important character in the Bible. His 
name is Abraham.  
 
Ask: What do you know about Abraham? Give students a chance to answer… 
 
Say Something Like: 
Pastor Josh talked last night about The Call from God, and we’re going to spend a few minutes looking at 
Abraham’s call from God. 
 
Read:  
Genesis 12:1-5 
Genesis 17:1-8 
Genesis 17:15-19 
Genesis 21:1-7 
 
Ask:  

• What is God wanting from Abram? 
o Give students a chance to answer. 
o The answer we’re looking for: to create a nation through him that will bless everyone. 

• How old was Abraham when God called him? How old was Sarah? 
o Abraham was 75, and Sarah was 65.  

• How long was it until God gave Abraham a son? 
o Abraham was 100, and Sarah was 90 

• What do you think was special about Abram that had God call him?  



o Give students a chance to answer. Some ways students could respond is he was faithful. 
He was obedient. He was righteous. God knew he would do what God asked.  

 
Say Something Like: 
Look at the object you are holding. There’s nothing inherently special about that object. It serves its 
purpose. Take a minute and describe some of the objects and their uses. 
 
Abraham was all these things; however, they weren’t characteristics that had God choose him. God 
simply chose him because God wanted to. 
 
There was NOTHING special about Abram (Abraham). What made him special is God chose him. God 
often chooses the unlikely and unbelievable to accomplish what God needs to accomplish. God chose a 
75-year-old man, married to a barren 65-year-old woman to create a nation (Israel) that is still in 
existence to this day! 
 
But Abraham’s story doesn’t end there… Every person is given a test as well, though. Sometimes they 
succeed, and sometimes they fail.  
 
End asking the students if they have any questions. Let them know we’re not done talking about 
Abraham. Then come back to the meeting area and wait quietly for the other groups to finish. 
  



Part 2: THE TEST 
 
Pastor Josh Interlude 
Ask:  
So, what have you learned about your character so far? 
 
We’re going to have a contest. The winner of this contest will get a $10 gift card. I’m going to show you 
an image for 15 seconds. What I’d like for you to do is memorize as many objects you see in that image. 
(The objects will be everyday sort of items. One of the objects will be a Bible.) After the 15 seconds. I’ll 
give you one minutes to write down as many objects as you can remember.  
 
After the activity 
Which object did you write down first? Why? 
What object do you think was the hardest to remember? 
What do you think all these objects represent? 
 
Say Something Like: 
These objects are everyday objects that we use. Some are hobbies. Some are required. But all represent 
choices we make on a daily basis. What we spend our time on. What we invest our lives in. And every 
day, we have a choice… an option… a test… to choose whom we should follow in these activities. Who 
will get our attention? 
 
In the next 15 minutes or so, you’ll be spending time in your groups talking about choices each of these 
men had to make. To choose God, or something else.  
 

---------- Break into Groups ---------- 
 
Small Group Time 
Ask: 
As Pastor Josh talked about yesterday, each person who is called by God is given a test. Think back to 
the Bible Project video from last night. When we’re talking about our relationship with God, what is a 
test? 
Give students a chance to answer.  
 
Say Something Like: 
A test is God’s invitation to work alongside him, or choose to not work alongside him. We face these 
tests every day. God’s desire is for us to trust him and choose to be with him. In the case of Abraham, 
we’re going to look at two different tests he took, and how he handled them. 
 
Let’s read two passages about Abraham’s Test: 
Genesis 16:1-6 
Genesis 21:1-13 
 
Ask: 
What would you say was Abraham’s test?  
Give students a chance to answer. 
 
Say Something Like: 



God promised Abraham to make him into a great nation, but 10 years go by, and nothing. Have you ever 
had to wait 10 years for something that promised to you? It’s understandable why Abraham and Sarah 
would get impatient. But God’s test for Abraham was whether he trusted God or not. The invitation was 
to be with God and grow with God during these tough times of waiting.  
 
Ask: 
Did Abraham trust God to give him a son? Give students a chance to answer.  
 
Do you think Abraham passed this test? The answer would be a big “NO”.  
 
Be prepared for students to struggle to say, “no” because they’re taught not to talk badly about the 
major characters in the Bible. But it’s perfectly okay to talk about Abraham’s sin. 
 
Say Something Like:  
Abraham didn’t listen to God. He lost trust in him to the point of trying to make it work out on his own. 
Have you ever tried to do something on your own or make something happen, even though God 
could’ve easily done it for you if you just waited? Pause for responses. 
 
Ultimately, Abraham’s sin caused hurt to Sarah (who became jealous), emotional strife to Hagar (who 
had to watch her son die), and physical pain to his son, Ishmael (who almost died of thirst). He may have 
failed this test, but this wasn’t the final test God gave Abraham. There was an even bigger test coming, 
one that would solidify God’s desire for Abraham to be with him. 
 
Read: 
Genesis 22:1-18 
 
Ask: 
What was Abraham’s Test? 
 
Say Something Like: 
This is possibly the most famous story attributed to the character Abraham. Can you imagine what it 
would be like to sacrifice your own son? Imagine what went through his head when God told him this 
would happen. Imagine what Abraham thought when his son asked where the lamb was. Imagine what 
he felt strapping his son down to the alter! Raising the knife!  
 
Ask: 
Do you think Abraham passed this test? Yes 
 
Ask:  
When Isaac asked Abraham, “where’s the lamb?” Abraham’s response was, “God himself will provide 
the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” What do you think Abraham meant by this? Give students a 
chance to answer. 
 
Read: 
Hebrews 11:17-19.  
 
What does this tell us about Abraham? Abraham believed God would provide a resurrection for his son, 
because he was promised a nation would be given through him.   



THE END 
Ask: 
This is the last major story in Abraham’s life. But what a way to go out! As we look through the person of 
Abraham, which we studied a lot this morning. Let’s answer a few questions… 
These questions are open ended. Let the youth come to conclusions on their own. Try your best to avoid 
giving your own answers until at least one or two students have said something. 
 

1. How did Abraham reflect the image of God? 
2. How did Abraham obey God? 
3. How did Abraham believe in God’s Promise? (God’s promise to rescue the world – through 

Jesus) 
4. How was this man flawed? 

 
Say Something Like: 
As we reflect on the person of Abraham, we must be able to look at his life and see who God is and also 
hold his life up as a mirror of our own.  
 
Ask:  

1. What does this character’s life help us understand about who God is? 
2. What does this character’s life help us understand about ourselves? 

 
When you’re done, come back to the gathering. 
 


