
INTRODUCTION 
The men we’re going to read about this weekend are fairly popular in the world of religion. They’re 
known in Christianity, but also Judaism and even Islam. When we read about these men, we do an 
injustice to the original authors and the Holy Spirit to simply gloss over them. Much of what is written 
about them is for us to hold them up and causes us to see ourselves in them. How are we flawed like 
these men? How are we obedient like them? What can we learn from them and their choices? 
 
Proverbs 12:15 
The way of fools seems right to them, 
    but the wise listen to advice. 
 
This is one of several verses in Proverbs about the importance of learning from those who’ve gone 
before us. Our society prides itself on “making our own way” and “expressing ourselves”. We glorify the 
opinion and shame the thoughts of the opposed. One aspect of these men that we must realize is that 
their stories are to help us learn from them. We are to mimic their faithfulness and obedience, and learn 
from their sin.  
 
It’s important to realize there are very few (if any) extraordinary people in the Bible. Most of them are 
quite underwhelming and average. What makes these people memorable and worth writing about is 
their obedience to the Lord. For in their obedience, and even for some their disobedience, it is God who 
makes these people accomplish extraordinary tasks. 
 
With this realization, the goal of this weekend is to help our young men (and ourselves) see how the 
story of the Bible intertwines the Creator with his created. There are some basic truths we will discover 
this weekend: 
 

1. God’s plan for redemption cannot be swayed by humanity and its choices. 
2. We have the choice to be obedient or not. 
3. God’s call for humanity isn’t to determine the future, but to be faithful and join our futures with 

his. 
 
Each session we’ll ask specific questions about the character and try to discover information about them 
that will help us determine the truths stated above. 
 

1. How did this man reflect (or not reflect) the image of God? 
2. How did this many obey (or not obey) the Lord? 
3. How did this man believe (or not believe) in God’s Promise? 
4. How is this man flawed? 

 
Each session we’re also going to try and accomplish certain goals. They are as follows: 
 

1. What does this character’s life help us understand about who God is? 
2. What does this character’s life help us understand about ourselves? 

 

  



Session 2: The OT Faithful (Small Groups) 
We’re looking at the men who made a Covenant with God. Essentially, these three men carried the 
promise of Jesus Christ in each major period of Israelite History. They were each deeply flawed men, but 
were faithful to the call of the Lord. God isn’t looking for perfection, he’s looking for faithfulness.  
 
These are the questions we’ll be asking about these men: 

1. How did this man reflect the image of God? 
2. How did this man obey God? 
3. How did this man believe in God’s Promise? 
4. How did this man misrepresent God? 

 
Some general thoughts for each character: 

• Each of these men play a significant role in the story of God. 

• They each are called by God 

• They each receive a covenant with God 

• They each fall short of that covenant 

• Their faithfulness, however, God rewards in the long-run. 
 

ABRAHAM (Rick, Josh, Aaron)  
The Key Chapters to Read: Genesis 12-22 
 
Commentary & Highlights: 
These are some of my thoughts on Abraham and the highlights to help you better understand what 
you’re reading. The goal for this session is to read about Abraham, and then answer the questions above. 
Pastor Josh will be providing a video for you in the coming days that will help you better understand and 
walk through these questions with your small group. Finally, there are two application questions that 
we’ll add to discuss after we’ve exhausted the previous four questions. 
 

1. What does this character’s life help us understand about who God is? 
2. What does this character’s life help us understand about ourselves? 

 
The Call 
Abraham was the patriarch of patriarchs. He is the one who heard the Lord. He is the one who 
responded to the call to go to a new land. He is the one who left his family, his religion and simply go. 
What trust! And God’s call was that he would make him “into a great nation”! All this when he was 75 
years old and had no children… oh yeah, and his wife (Sarai) couldn’t have children! Now that is faith! To 
trust this “unknown god” to a new land, believing that he’ll be made into a great nation at the age of 75. 
Too many odds were against this happening, but God loves to use these types of situations to show his 
amazing power! 
 
To put his obedience in perspective. Abraham essentially had one son. But by the Exodus (leaving of 
Egypt), the number of people of Abraham were 600,000 males! (Exodus 13:37) 
 
The Promises 



One interesting aspect of Abraham’s life is the multiple times God gives a promise to Abraham, and 
usually done in the midst of a struggle or time of disobedience. This happens more than any other 
character in the Bible. These are the promises of God to Abraham: 
 
I encourage you to check these out. It explains much of God’s hope in the family of Abraham. 
12:2-3 
13:14-17 
15:1-21 
17:1-22 
22:15-18 
 
Each of these promises has to do with the original promise in 12:2-3. It’s almost as if God was faithful to 
continue to remind Abraham of his promises. To the point in chapter 17, God changes Abram’s name to 
Abraham which means Father of Many Nations. Though, Abraham never got to fully see his decedents in 
their fullness, he believed, and as it says in 15:6, “it was credited to him as righteousness”.  
 
The Test: Failed 
Genesis 12:10-20 & 20 
 
Abram (later Abraham) is fearful in both the land of Egypt (Ch.12) and the Negev (Ch.20). He is fearful 
that the kings of those lands will want to take Sarai (Sarah) as their wife, thus killing him in order to take 
her. Therefore, since Abram and Sarai both shared the same father, he tells her to call him her brother.  
 
In both instances, the kings try to take Sarai as their wife, but that only leads to problems for the kings 
and their people. Essentially, because of Abram’s fear and lack of trust in God, these men and their 
nations suffer greatly. And you think he’d learn after the first time that this wasn’t how God operates, 
but he does it again in Chapter 20… long after the first event happened. 
 
The theme of lying carries on from Abraham to his son Isaac, who carries it to his son Jacob, who carries 
it to his own sons. They’re a family of liars.  
 
Abraham also lacks faith in the instance that God. In Chapter 16, Abraham falters in his trust with God 
and thus has another child with another woman (Hagar and Ishmael), because he is afraid God will not 
follow through with his promise. Thus, Hagar and Ishmael are treated unfairly by Sarah. They are then 
discarded into the desert to die, yet God spares their lives. 
 
The Covenant 
Chapter 15 is all about God establishing a covenant with Abraham. This is physical contract that Abram 
makes with God. If Abram follows through with his end, then God will follow through with his end. If 
Abram continues to be faithful, God will grow his people into a great nation. God will give him a land 
(The Promised Land).  
 
It’s interesting that Abram falls into a deep sleep. Essentially, in this kind of contract, in order for it to be 
complete, both parties had to “pass between the pieces”. Only God passes through, yet he still is faithful 
to uphold his end. 
 
The Test: Passed 



To get a better idea of what a test is in the Bible. Check out the video called The Test by the Bible Project. 
You can just Google it, or search for it on YouTube. 
 
Chapter 22 is possibly the most well-known story from Abraham’s life. He is asked by God to sacrifice his 
“one and only” son, Isaac.  
 
Let’s begin and talk about the elephant in the room. God told Abraham to sacrifice the son he promised 
him to make him into many nations? That’s just messed up and some sick mind games, right? In 
Hebrews 11, we learn that Abraham most likely thought God would raise his son back to life, but still, 
this seems like a messed-up situation…  
 
We need to realize that children weren’t seen in the same light as they are today. Children in American 
Christianity (and in much of our society) are treated almost like gods. We attach ourselves too them, 
make our lives’ purpose to make sure they turn into exactly who we want them to be to the point where 
we sacrifice more than we probably should. In Abraham’s time, children were seen mostly as property, 
but firstborns were seen as their heritage being passed on. They carried the family name. Still, though, 
God was definitely NOT COOL with child sacrifice (Leviticus 20:2-5).  
 
So, what was this all about? This was the defining moment of Abraham. It was his “test”. God’s MAIN 
promise to Abraham was an heir. This was his sole heir, and God asks him to give it up. As his “test” this 
was God’s invitation to Abraham to truly grasp the reality of God’s character. God is FAITHFUL. His 
words are TRUE. What He speaks will come to pass. But his request is not for Abraham to accomplish his 
purposes for Him, rather to join Him in accomplishing His purposes together.  
 
God says to Abraham, “Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your 
son, your only son.” God’s test was one of idolatry. How easy it is for parents to worship their children, 
especially in this day when Abraham’s only heir, only son, hope for his family’s future was tied into this 
young boy. To those whom God calls, he expects obedience and faithfulness, and Abraham’s loyal 
gesture was recognized by God to where God fulfills his promise. Through Jesus, an heir of Abraham, 
God redeemed all humanity, allowing the family of Abraham to expand beyond a family’s blood into the 
blood of Jesus Christ. 
 


