
(APRIL 10) Lesson 5: Living Globally (Romans 15:14-33)

14 I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with
knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 15 Yet I have written you quite boldly on some points to
remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become
an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

17 Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. 18 I will not venture to speak of anything except
what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and
done— 19 by the power of signs and wonders, through the power of the Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all
the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. 20 It has always been my ambition
to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s
foundation. 21 Rather, as it is written:

“Those who were not told about him will see,
and those who have not heard will understand.”

22 This is why I have often been hindered from coming to you.

23 But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since I have been longing for
many years to visit you, 24 I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while passing through and to
have you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25 Now, however, I
am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia were
pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem. 27 They were pleased to
do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they
owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings. 28 So after I have completed this task and
have made sure that they have received this contribution, I will go to Spain and visit you on the way. 29 I
know that when I come to you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ.

30 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my
struggle by praying to God for me. 31 Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that the
contribution I take to Jerusalem may be favorably received by the Lord’s people there, 32 so that I may come
to you with joy, by God’s will, and in your company be refreshed. 33 The God of peace be with you all. Amen.



Main Goal
Unity in the gospel allows us to cross boundaries and borders to share the gospel together.

Lesson Overview
Concluding the body of his letter, Paul begins by sharing once again his purpose in writing this letter.  In
the first section (vv.14-22) Paul speaks to his purpose in ministry, his past experiences, and his desire for
ministry as whole.

In the second section (vv.23-29), Paul shares his traveling plans. This is pretty neat for readers,
especially as we read Paul’s letters in tandem with the events in the book of Acts. By the evidence he
gives in his whereabouts, we can see that Paul is writing his letter from Corinth during his third
missionary journey. Most would say this is around A.D. 57.

From these references [Romans 15:23-29], it is clear that Paul writes Romans while in
Corinth during the third missionary journey (Acts 20:2-3). This is probably in A.D. 57, give
or take a year.

- Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, Romans

In the final section, we get a great glimpse here into the man, Paul. Up to this point we’ve seen Paul’s
heart for the Romans. We’ve seen his heart for unity. We’ve seen his passion for Jesus. We’ve seen him
long for his fellow Jews to know Jesus. Now we see his heart for ministry. We can hear him declare why
he desires to do these things. But along with this glimpse into ministry, he calls for the Romans to join
him in his mission to preach the gospel to all who will hear.



Commentary

Letter’s Purpose
In Paul’s opening (Rom. 1), we see Paul praise the Romans and then share his heart for spreading the
good news of Jesus Christ to all, specifically the Gentiles. As Paul is closing his letter, we see this same
sentiment, just in a condensed form. In the first paragraph, he praises the Roman church for their good
work. He then shares why he’s writing this letter - to remind them of a “few points.” He then continues
with his calling from God to share the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.

Gentiles: An Offering Acceptable to God
This might come across weird to some, but given the context of Romans 12:1… being a “sacrifice” to God
is not that far fetched. Obviously, Paul’s not looking for them to be killed, but living sacrifices. In the Old
Testament, there was a sacrifice known at the Burnt Offering (Leviticus 1). The description of this
offering is as follows:

Lev 1:9b NASB20
9 …And the priest shall offer all of it up in smoke on the altar as a burnt offering, an
offering by fire as a soothing aroma to the LORD.

This offering “up in smoke” “by fire” was a way of saying this was a food offering, meaning it’s uses was
two-fold. It not only provided sustenance and nutrition, but it also was an aroma pleasing to God. It
served both God and man. In the same way, this is the image we are to get when we think of the Gentiles
(or Christians in general) being a sacrifice.

Another interesting note: The animal that was to be presented to God was to be “without defect.” This
means the offering needed to be clean. Gentiles, though, were considered unclean. It is through the Holy
Spirit, however, that has “sanctified” them… made them clean.

Lastly, Paul places himself as the priest over this action of offering.

Putting it all together, Paul depicts himself as a ‘priest’ presiding over the self-offering of
the Gentiles, who by his preaching and teaching of the gospel seeks to ensure that they
are acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit as they embrace his message.

- Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary

Building on Someone Else’s Foundation
It seems odd to me that Paul would say this. It’s almost as if he was “too good” to pick up where someone
else left off. And if that wasn’t the case, it can seem that Paul was so set in his ways that he didn’t want to
go through the hassle of “correcting” what was wrongly taught as a foundation. But that doesn’t sound
anything like Paul who has been encouraging unity out of difference. I mean, Paul didn’t lay the
foundation of the Roman church, he hadn’t even been there yet! Therefore, I was unsure as to what this
meant, so I turned to a few commentaries that helped explain this. Thought you might enjoy this
information as well.

The reason Paul wanted to preach where Christ was not known, he says, was so that I
would not be building on someone else’s foundation. He was very conscious of being one
who laid new foundations, one who planted new churches. In 1 Corinthians 3:10 he speaks
of himself as the one who ‘laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building
on it’. In 2 Corinthians 10:13–16 Paul speaks about confining ‘our boasting to the sphere of



service God himself has assigned to us, a sphere that also includes you’, says that he was
the one who ‘did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ’, and tells of his ambition to
‘preach the gospel in the regions beyond you’, adding, ‘for we do not want to boast about
work already done in someone else’s territory’. The early church fathers seem to have
been quite interested in Paul’s policy in this respect and sought to explain why he adopted
it. Ambrosiaster comments: ‘It was not without reason that Paul says that he tried to
preach in places where Christ had not been named. For he knew that false apostles went
about sharing Christ in ways which were wrong in order to ensnare the people by some
other teaching under the name of Christ, which was then very difficult to put right
afterward. Therefore he wanted to get there first, in order to preach the right message’.
Diodore explains: ‘Paul was not trying to avoid the other apostles, but he thought it was
wrong and unfair to steal the credit from what someone else had done’.7 Modern
commentators correctly observe that Paul’s ambition to preach where Christ was not
known was not for him an absolute rule. Rather, it is what he says it was, his ‘ambition’.
There were clearly times when he ministered in churches planted by others (e.g., the
church in Antioch in Syria).

- Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary

Paul was quite clear, as is evident from his teaching about charismata (e.g. 12:3ff.), that
Christ calls different disciples to different tasks, and endows them with different gifts to
equip them. His own calling and gift as apostle to the Gentiles were to pioneer the
evangelization of the Gentile world, and then leave to others, especially to local,
residential presbyters, the pastoral care of the churches. He used two metaphors,
agricultural and architectural, to illustrate this division of labour, especially as it related to
himself and Apollos in Corinth. ‘I planted the seed, Apollos watered it.’ Again, ‘I laid a
foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it.’ It was in keeping with
this policy that, positively, he would evangelize only where Christ was not known, and
negatively, he would avoid building on someone else’s foundation.

- John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World

There is nothing wrong with building on someone else's foundations. Significant ministers
like Apollos did just that (see 1 Cor. 3:3-11): But this is not the job God has given Paul. He
sees himself carrying out the commission given to the servant of the Lord Isaiah 52:15,
revealing the good news to people who have not been told before and who have not heard
before (Rom. 15:21).

- Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, Romans

Paul’s Plans
As noted above (in the Lesson Overview), we see the authenticity of Paul in the closing verses of this
letter. Paul has said his peace about the gospel, now he is inviting the Christians in Rome to see a glimpse
into his heart and passion for the gospel to be preached everywhere. His goal is Spain, and his hope is to
pass through Rome on the way… hoping for some “assistance” as he continues his journey.

What is interesting is how this correlates with the history record by Luke in Acts. There is debate as to
whether Paul actually ever made it to Spain or not. And his journey to Rome (in the book of Acts) is Paul
bound by chains.



What we do know, however, is verses 22-29 give us insight into when this letter was written based on
the historical evidence in the events of Acts. Paul is heading to Jerusalem, because he has a gift from the
Gentiles to their fellow Jews. This tells us that Paul is writing this letter somewhere around Acts 20 as
he is heading to Jerusalem one last time.

Commission and Unity
As Paul often does in his letter closings, he calls for the church to unite with him in his mission to carry
the gospel to the Gentiles. This is a request for resources, prayer, and personnel. Highlighted here,
though, is a request for prayer from the Roman Christians. He knows he’s heading back to dangerous
territory. He’s going to the place where Jews sought to imprison Christians - Paul was one who did it,
himself! He knows Jerusalem is not safe, yet he brings a gift from the Gentiles to these very people who
want to see their message stopped.



Lesson

Opening: Pastor Josh Recap

There’s Work to Be Done (Romans 15:14-21)
If Jesus Christ is to be proclaimed around the world, Christians must be unified in purpose and goal. Paul is
closing his letter reemphasizing these truths and reminding the Romans what his call and purpose is. He will
then be asking them to join him in this pursuit.

● Read Leviticus 1:3-9. How does Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles, as described in Rom. 15:16,
relate to the burnt offering described in Leviticus?
For information check out the commentary Gentiles: An Acceptable Offering

● Look at verses 17-19. Is Paul being boastful? Is it okay to brag about what God does through
you? When is it not okay to do this?
First question: Paul is definitely boasting! He’s boasting in what the Lord is doing through him. Second
Question: Yes, it is okay to boast in the Lord (Psalm 34:2; 1 Corinthians 1:31; 2 Corinthians 10:17). How
else will be people know what God has done? The Last Question: The heart is what is telling. Jesus said,
“out the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.” Paul can’t mention what he’s done without Christ
being the central focus of his words. A person whose heart is selfish and prideful will talk about the good
things Christ has done, but the central focus of his/her words will be self.

● In verse 20, Paul says he wants to go where Christ is not known. Why does he want to do this?
Why do you think Paul doesn’t want to build on someone else’s foundation?
See commentary on Building on Someone Else’s Foundation

Pastor Josh will speak on vv.23-29

Join Me (Romans 15:30-33)
Paul invites the Romans to join him in his mission to the Gentiles. His invitation is specifically in prayer, but
there’s more to it than that. He wants them to know his plans, his needs, and that they can be a church to
support him. The whole letter prior to this moment has been a way to show what they need to do to be a church
that can support him.

● Paul asks the Roman Church to pray for him in specific ways. What are the specific ways he
asks them to pray?
You can find the answers in vv.31-32.

● Read Acts 21:30-36. Were the prayers of the Romans answered?
Some would say, “yes, because Paul escaped death.” Others would say, “No, because Paul was hurt and
thrown in jail.” We go on to learn that Paul is flogged, beaten, imprisoned, stoned, and more! It’s
important to note how prayer works. Just because we request something from God, doens’t mean he’ll
answer that request. Especially if that request impedes on his overall purpose. For instance, had Paul not
suffered the way he suffered, he wouldn’t have been able to share the gospel with so many influential
people… including the emperor of Rome!

● Why do you think Paul asks them to pray for him? Why is prayer important to Paul?
Paul wants the Roman Christians to be a part of his ministry! What better way to do that than in prayer.
Prayer not only unites us with God, but it unites us with one another. The Romans can be praying for



Paul and his journey. They can be praying for him in his concerns. They can be praying for him and his
mission to share the gospel. In praying for another, it unites us with a holy bond that can only be made
through the Holy Spirit.

Pastor Josh will end with some closing statements…


