
(APRIL 3) Lesson 4: Living Unified (Romans 15:1-9)

15 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us
should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself but, as
it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 4 For everything that was written in the
past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement
they provide we might have hope.

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each
other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the
patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written:

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
I will sing the praises of your name.”



Main Goal
We must be willing to sacrifice our own convictions if that will build up the church.

Lesson Overview
This is a call to unity from Paul… Unity to the utmost sacrifice. Those who are “strong” must be willing to
set aside their strength in order that the strong might join with the weak in building up the church. This
means we must set aside our own pleasures in order to see the weak pleased. Otherwise, division will
arise.

Paul’s desire is to see the Romans let go of their selfish forms of worship and encourage one another to
pursue Christ. There’s a parallel to Philippians 2:1-5 in these verses as we are called to have the same
attitude toward one another that Jesus had. In having this same attitude, we are then challenged and
given the resources to endure until the end.

Paul’s charge here is laid upon the mature in faith, because they should know the importance of unity
within the body of Christ.



Commentary
The Pleasure of the Christian
It’s a given, in a relationship with Christ, one finds pleasure. With Christ there is hope for tomorrow.
With Christ there is grace received to cover all sins. In Jesus we have the redemption of all humanity. As
Christians we are given gifts, fruit and love from the Spirit. There is much to find joy in! We express this
joy in the way we live out our faith. In whatever we do, we do it for the glory of the Lord (1 Cor. 10:31,
Col. 3:17, etc.).

But these pleasures… or practices are not a given right from God. Nor are they means of salvation. These
pleasures can be (and should be) given up at a moment's notice if indeed it will help draw someone
closer to salvation.

“The strong are actively and lovingly to assume the burden that the weak are not able to
carry for themselves, moderating their own conduct to identify as much as possible with
them. They will thus not seek to "please" themselves, but the "neighbor," hoping to "build...
up" that fellow believer.

-Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, Romans

Insults have fallen on me
This is taken from Psalm 69:9b. These words, as one commentator put it, Paul places “on Christ’s lips,” as
if Christ was speaking it. Essentially, by Jesus taking on these words he’s saying he has taken on the
malice and hatred that the world was directing toward God. Paul is helping his readers see that Christ,
the Creator of life, was willing to put his own life on the line in order for salvation to be given to the
world. If he’s willing to set aside his “pleasures”, then who are we to cling to our own practices and
convictions if they cause someone else to walk away from the faith? Look at what theologian Colin G.
Kruse says:

In 2 Corinthians 8:9 he wrote: ‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich’. In Galatians 2:20 he expresses this more personally: ‘The life I live in
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me’. In
Philippians 2:6–8, more perhaps than in any other passage in his letters, Paul makes this
plain when he says that Christ, though ‘being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a
cross!’ It was primarily in his sufferings and in his death upon the cross for us that ‘Christ
did not please himself’, a ‘remarkable understatement’.

- Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary

Everything Written in the Past
This is almost a pause in Paul’s argument to help his readers understand the way he is interpreting
scripture (The Old Testament). Scripture (the O.T.) was not only given for us to understand the past, but
it is alive and active and ready to be relevant for us today. Here’s what John Stott has to sa about it:

From this thoughtful statement it is legitimate to derive five truths about Scripture, which
we would do well to remember.



First, its contemporary intention. The books of Scripture were of course primarily
intended for those to and for whom they were written in the past. Yet the apostle is
persuaded that they were also written to teach us.

Secondly, its inclusive value. Having quoted only half a verse from one psalm, Paul declares
that everything written in the past is for us, although obviously not everything is of equal
value. Jesus himself spoke of ‘the more important matters of the law’.

Thirdly, its Christological focus. Paul’s application of Psalm 69 to Christ is a fine example of
how the risen Lord could explain to his disciples ‘what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself’.

Fourthly, its practical purpose. Not only is it able to make us ‘wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus’, but it can bring us encouragement with a view to endurance, so that
we might have hope, looking beyond time to eternity, beyond present sufferings to future
glory.

Fifthly, its divine message. The striking fact that ‘endurance and encouragement’, which in
verse 4 are attributed to Scripture, in verse 5 are attributed to God, can only mean that it
is God himself who encourages us through the living voice of Scripture. For God continues
to speak through what he has spoken.

-John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today

Endurance and Encouragement
Paul does have hope that the “weak” will one day see their faith in a way that provides freedom. But
that’s not his concern here. His endurance and encouragement for the church is that despite their
differences, they will still have the same attitude, one mind, and one voice to be the church! UNITY is
Paul’s hope for the church. He believers their differences aren’t a hindrance, but a way to show the
purposes of Jesus Christ extend beyond personal preference but into true humility and selfless living.

What Paul has in mind is that people should reach agreement in their thinking. This does
not mean that they will necessarily agree about every disputed matter (Paul did not
expect that to be the case, cf. 14:2–8), but rather that they will seek to maintain unity in
the Spirit when they must agree to differ.

- Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament
Commentary

Praise and Glory to God the Father
Paul is concluding his argument on unity. It is out of accepting one another that we show praise and
glory to the Father. Then Paul continues to help show how Jesus brought praise to the Father by being “a
servant of the Jews” which ultimately allowed the Gentiles to join in on bringing praise to the Father!
“Christ’s ministry to the Jews fulfills God’s promises and so enables Gentiles also to “glorify God for his
mercy (Moo).’”



Lesson

Opening: Pastor Josh Recap

Fleeting Pleasures (Romans 15:1-3)
There is nothing we should cling to but Christ, himself. How we practice our faith, and the convictions of our
identity in Christ must never trump unity within the body. If my preferences determine one’s relationship within
the body, then I have failed to unify. If Christ is willing to humble himself (even to death on a cross) in order to
unify his creation to himself, why wouldn’t I be willing to set aside my own “pleasures” in order for unity to
abound in the church?

● How does Paul suggest the “strong” care for the weak?
His suggestion is to consider what pleases others to be better than what pleases ourselves. We can’t be
so arrogant to believe that our way is the ONLY way to practice Christianity. Furthermore, out of our
humility, we build up the other and more important build up the church out of unity.

● Paul quotes from Psalm 69:9 to apply those words to Christ. What does it mean that Christ
took on the insults directed at God? How does that relate to what Paul is asking “strong”
Christians to do?
First question: Read commentary on Insults Have Fallen On Me. For the second question, the strong are
to realize that if Christ is willing to make this kind of sacrifice, shouldn’t we be willing to do that as well?

● What are some examples in church today where people lay down their preferences in order for
the other side to be unified? What are some examples of places we need to see that happen?
This is an open-ended questions.

Endurance and Encouragement (Romans 15:4-9)
Paul begins by giving us a glimpse into how he reads scripture, what we call the Old Testament. He realizes it is
not only written for the past, but it’s given to us to reconcile our current status as Christians. This form of
interpretation leads to endurance and encouragement in how the church should operate and conduct its affairs.
Essentially, the scriptures give us endurance to withstand the disputes and arguments that arise. Then it gives us
encouragement to know that in all we do, if we do it for the Lord, our unity will bring glory to God.

● What is Paul talking about in v.4?
See commentary above Everything Written in the Past

● Read Philippians 2:1-8. How are these verses (specifically vv.5-6) similar to what Paul is saying to
the Philippians?
The same concept is being talked about in these verses. They’re very kindred in their approach to unity.
Consider others better than yourselves. Have the same foundations (mind and attitude). Be like Christ in
that he was willing to set aside himself in order for God to be reconciled with humanity.

● How does our unity bring praise to God?
The world is quick to divide. We can see it everywhere. We like to be with people who are like us. We feel
comfortable when we’re a part of a “tribe”.  The gospel, however, transcends tribes. Jesus’ message of
hope penetrates any cause for division and if we truly believe what he’s done on the cross, then we know
that our responsibility is to reflect that humble submission to the rest of the world. What better way to
reflect humble submission than to set aside our preferences in practice, in order to share “church” with



another Christian. In our willingness to submit ourselves, our wants, our preferences, we are showing the
world what Christ did for us on the cross. Therefore God is glorified in our evangelism of unity.


