
(MARCH 20) Lesson 2: Living Submissively (Romans 13:1-14)

13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted,
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who
do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?
Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are
God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary
to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of
conscience.

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to
governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever
loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall
not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may
be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to
a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up
from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night
is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not
in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.



Main Goal
Help students understand the importance of submission in Christianity.

Lesson Overview
The mark of a Christian is in submission. Paul emphasizes this in these verses in two specific ways. One
we submit to governing authorities. This truth is difficult in any circumstance, but we will begin by
looking at the context of the ones reading it. Their authorities lorded over them. Their authorities threw
them into prison for preaching the name of Jesus Christ.

The second form of submission goes beyond just government, but to our fellow humankind. Paul directs
us to the law for this as he points out that the latter six commands are about loving our neighbors, and in
order to love our neighbors we must submit ourselves to them… make ourselves lower.

Paul then ends this section with an argument as to why this should be done and important to us. First,
we do this because we know who our true authority is. We also know Jesus is returning, and time is
short. So the sacrifices made here pale in comparison to what is to come.



Commentary
To Christians in Ancient Rome
This is possibly one of the most misused passages in scripture, especially when it relates to politics. We
love to use it when “our person” is in office, but totally neglect it when “my president” didn’t get elected. I
feel it needs to be said that this passage, along with the whole letter of Romans, is written to Christians
in Ancient Rome, which means we need to understand what it looked like to live in a Roman society (for
both Jew and Gentile), while also understanding what Paul’s heart is in communicating these truths to
this church. That’s what much of this commentary section will be about.

God (theos)
In verses 1-7, which deal with submission to governing authorities, God’s name is used six times. This
may not seem like a big deal, until you realize how God’s name is used. In each of those six times, God’s
name is used in reference to ordination of placement. Essentially, God “established” or “instituted”, or
the person who’s been appointed by God is his “servant”. Paul leaves little doubt into who is in control.
Furthermore, this may help bring some peace and comfort to those who are concerned with who is in
authority, especially if they’ve been given the power to exile a whole people group from a city… such as
what happened to the Jews in Rome.

The Rebellious Christian
Paul emphasizes the importance of Christians to refrain from a rebellious attitude. This is not a simple
right or wrong, though. What’s interesting is our country was founded on rebellion… and for many that
same attitude remains at the core of what America is. The question we must often ask when it comes to
rebellion is “the government being an inconvenience or is it being sinful?” In that same sentiment, we
must look at the governing authorities and see if there is corruption and oppression. We must also
realize that in our rebellion, we must still honor God. This is a very relevant verse considering the past
couple years with riots from George Floyd’s death to the capital insurrection on Jan. 6. God desires us to
care for the weak and oppressed. He also desires for us to stand for truth, but how do we do that under
the submission of an oppressive authority?

Paul is Not Afraid
Paul lifts up governing authorities in vv.6-7. He’s not saying they’re holy, nor is he saying they’re worthy
of worship. Rather, he suggests we uphold them for the role God has given them. Being a governing
official is no easy task, and thus Christians, of all people, should be the ones who set the example of how
we treat others, no matter what position they’ve been given.

What About Evil Governments?
This is the most obvious question, yet the most difficult question regarding this passage. And I can give
you easy answers, but the truth is… I don’t have a good one. If we believe that God is sovereign, we must
agree that he puts governing officials in authority - or else we come up with a very complex answer that
tries to make these verses fit within our theology… and that’s never good. Therefore, I’m going to put
different perspectives of this understanding from different commentators for you.

Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary
The way the early church fathers explained Paul’s teaching and applied it is very instructive, for
they knew from experience that individual rulers could abuse their God-given authority. So
Origen asks: ‘Is an authority which persecutes the children of God, which attacks the faith and
which undermines our religion, from God? We shall answer this briefly. Nobody will deny that our
senses—sight, sound and thought—are given to us by God. But although we get them from God,
what we do with them is up to us.… God’s judgment against the authorities will be just, if they



have used the powers they have received according to their own ungodliness and not according
to the law of God
Augustine points out: ‘If anyone thinks that because he is a Christian he does not have to pay
taxes or tribute nor show proper respect to the authorities who take care of these things, he is in
very great error. Likewise, if anyone thinks that he ought to submit to the point where he accepts
that someone who is his superior in temporal affairs should have authority even over his faith, he
falls into an even greater error. But the balance which the Lord himself prescribed is to be
maintained: Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s but unto God the things which are
God’s. For although we are called into that kingdom where there will be no power of this world,
nevertheless, while we are on the way there and until we have reached that state where every
principality and power will be destroyed, let us put up with our condition for the sake of human
affairs, doing nothing falsely and in this very thing obeying God who commands us to do it, rather
than men’.

William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, The New Daily Study Bible
We might be tempted to argue that these passages come from a time when the Roman
government had not begun to persecute the Christians. We know, for instance, in the Acts of the
Apostles that frequently, as Edward Gibbon, author of The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
had it, the tribunal of the local magistrate was often the safest refuge against the fury of the
Jewish mob. Time and again, we see Paul receiving protection at the hands of impartial Roman
justice. But the interesting and the significant thing is that many years—and even
centuries—later, when persecution had begun to rage and Christians were regarded as outlaws,
the Christian leaders were saying exactly the same thing.
Justin Martyr (Apology, 1:17) writes: ‘Everywhere, we, more readily than all men, endeavour to
pay to those appointed by you the taxes, both ordinary and extraordinary, as we have been
taught by Jesus. We worship only God, but in other things we will gladly serve you,
acknowledging you as kings and rulers of men, and praying that, with your kingly power, you may
be found to possess also sound judgment.’

John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks
Today
Relations between church and state have been notoriously controversial throughout the
Christian centuries. To oversimplify, four main models have been tried—Erastianism (the state
controls the church), theocracy (the church controls the state), Constantinianism (the
compromise in which the state favours the church and the church accommodates to the state in
order to retain its favour), and partnership (church and state recognize and encourage each
other’s distinct God-given responsibilities in a spirit of constructive collaboration). The fourth
seems to accord best with Paul’s teaching in Romans 13.

Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary
This understanding of the state has been strongly criticized on the grounds that it justifies every
tyrant and compels the believer to obey him. It is this that is behind O’Neill’s remark cited above
that no passage has caused more unhappiness and misery than this one. But it must be borne in
mind that Paul is writing in general terms to meet the need of the Romans and not legislating for
every conceivable situation in which the Christian might find himself. He does not face, let alone
resolve, the problem of when it is right to rebel against unjust tyranny (it has well been remarked
that the first-century Romans had no experience of a successful revolt), or what to do when there
are rival claimants to the crown or conflicts between civil and religious authorities.



P. Josh’s Conclusion (not as a Theologian, but as a Christian):
I believe the Bible speaks truth. Therefore, God appoints people like Valdimir Putin to be corrupt and
evil leaders who oppress those who are weak - Does God force them to rule in this way? By no means! In
the same sense, I also know my call to be a Christian is to operate in submission and humility to
undermine evil with good… just as Paul stated in Ch.12. Though there will be evil authoritarians, they
will not last forever, and as Christians we should operate in the wake of their evil to present the world
with goodness, righteousness, holiness, and mercy.

Debt
V.8 does not condemn those in debt, which some have used to argue. Even more, Paul isn’t really talking
about good financial planning here. Rather, he’s suggesting that Christians are people with integrity.
There should be no doubt that Christians will pay back what they owe. But more importantly, Paul is
suggesting we should realize that we are constantly in debt in our love to one another.

Love Your Neighbor
Paul mentions the last five of the ten commandments as a model of how a Christian conducts his or
herself. He then echoes Jesus’ words from Matthew 22 in that they’re all summed up in one command,
“love your neighbor as yourself.”

The End is Near!
In the final verses of our passage, Paul sounds like a man on a street corner holding up a sign proclaiming
“the end is near!” For the earliest Christians, they lived in the assumption that Jesus was going to return
very soon. When Paul spoke of the future, he spoke with an eager anticipation that it will happen
tomorrow! Does that mean Paul was wrong, though?

I would argue, no. The assumption that Jesus would return soon was based on eager anticipation to be
reunited with Jesus. We should all be so eager for this to happen! In the same sense, Jesus was clear that
no one will know the day or the hour. So be ready!



Lesson

Opening: Pastor Josh Recap/Christian Humility/Tough Topics and Safe Place

Submission To Government Pt.1 (Romans 13:1-3)
I encourage you to try and grasp the heart of Paul’s message here. Let NO ONE hold anything against the
Christian. In our humility, even if we are opposed to the world, and consider ourselves citizens of heaven, we
must be good citizens of the nation we belong to. Respect those in power. Understand who put them there. But
in no way does this mean we stop living humbly. We still must continue to seek holiness, fight for the oppressed
and bring hope to broken lives. This is only a balance a Christian can possess, because we are given the Spirit
who guides us through it all.

● Paul is very clear, the Romans are to submit themselves to governing authorities. Why does Paul
find this important?
Paul has been spending his words on how Christians are to conduct themselves as “Living Sacrifices”.
Therefore, it is the duty of a Christian to be a good citizen within the world to model what citizenship in
heaven looks like. More importantly, it’s important to realize who put these civil servants in power. And
like Paul said earlier, who are we to question God’s actions?

● Paul goes on to say we should not rebel against the governing authorities. Why is it important to
not rebel? Think back to January 6, 2021, when people overtook the capital or riots throughout
different cities in response to George Floyd. How do you think Paul would feel about this? Is
there ever a time it’s okay to rebel?
To answer the first question, the importance of peace to Paul is to not give any reason to be thrown in
prison, killed, or persecuted other than for the sake of the gospel. To offer any other reason would
confuse people in the significance of Jesus.

Yeah, I’m going there haha. This environment needs to be a safe place to discuss this kind of material.
How better to address these types of conversations than with scripture? My request is for you to allow
students to speak. Let them ask questions. Let them disagree and agree. If they look to you for answers,
feel free to give them… make sure they’re Biblically supported.

Submission To Government Pt.2 (Romans 13:1-3)

● Most of you don’t pay taxes, but someday you will. What is Paul’s instruction for Christians in
paying taxes? What if the taxes go to something that doesn’t honor God?
Taxes support and fund the people who’ve been entrusted by God to care for the order of this world.
That’s why we have governments. They’re here to give us structure and order out of the chaos of
humanity.

Second question is an open-ended difficult question. As with the last question and the following question
after this one - Give students a safe place to discuss these difficult questions.

● If God is the one who puts people in power, and commands Christians to submit to the governing
authorities, what do we do about corrupt leaders? Adolf Hitler? Kim Jonh-Un? Vladimir Putin?
I don’t know. There’s just no easy answer to this. I discuss this in the video as well as the material above.
Feel free to review the above material (see What About Evil Governments?).

Submission to Neighbor (Romans 13:8-10)



Paul shifts his conversation to how we submit ourselves to one another. Once again, Jesus’ words ring out as
Paul references what Jesus called the other Greatest Commandment. Here, Paul is almost expounding upon
what Jesus was saying by equating the last five of the ten commandments being summed up into one command.

● Paul talks about debt here. What is debt? Is Paul saying debt is bad? What is Paul’s main point?
See commentary above on Debt.

● According to these verses, what does it mean to love one another? What does that practically
look like?
Paul uses the last five of the ten commandments to give examples of what it looks like to love one
another. The second part of the question is open-ended.

Submission Until The End (Romans 13:11-14)
This is a conclusion to all Paul has been saying from 12:3 and on. To understand what is happening “in the
present time”. We must realize the present time during this writing was over 1900 years ago! The “present time”
still stands true in our current age. In reference to eternity, this time is a blip in the radar. We must realize what
we’re waiting for and that it can happen tomorrow!

● In vv. 11-12, Paul uses phrases like “the hour has already come” and “the night is nearly over.”
What is he talking about?
Paul’s talking about Christ’s return. Upon Christ’s return, God’s and his people will finally be fully
reunited.

● These words were written over 1900 years ago. So was Paul wrong to assume “the end” would be
soon?
See commentary above about The End is Near!.

● If we are to take on Paul’s belief that “salvation is nearer,” how does he encourage us to live? How
are we not to live?
Paul encourages us to “behave decently”. This means we live according to the spirit and not according to
the flesh. He compares how one conducts themselves in “daylight” vs. one who loses inhibitions come the
night. The night often brings about unholy living: carousing and drunkenness, sexual immorality and
debauchery, and dissension and jealousy. All of these are actions coupled together… Paul is emphasizing
the darkness of these actions. Instead, clothe ourselves with Jesus Christ! Which means we must take
off our flesh - our old clothes.


