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“NEW” Director of Worship and Outreach 

We are excited to announce that after much prayerful consideration 
Larry Bruce and his family have accepted our call and will be our 
new Director of Worship and Outreach.  
 
Larry, his wife Karen, and their children Carmen and Nathan will be 
joining our Redeemer  family in early November. Members and 
friends of Redeemer are invited to join in on the celebration of     
Larry’s Installation during the 5:00 p.m. worship service on           
November 4, followed by a Celebration Dinner in the gym. 
 
Watch for information 
about how you can 
help with the         
Celebration Dinner in 
the bulletins and    
announcements. 

Larry Bruce 
Director of Worship  

and Outreach 

Widows in Fellowship (WIF) 

WIF is a new group for widows. The  intense grief of loss softens with time, but the reality of living alone 
without your beloved husband can be lonely at times. WIF will give widows an opportunity to gather with 
others who understand these feelings. The group will gather to enjoy a meal and Christian fellowship      
together on a monthly basis. Other activities, such as movies or outings, will be held as the need or want 
arises. Plans and possibilities will be discussed at the monthly event. 
 
WIF will meet for the first time on Friday, October 13 from 5:00pm to 7:00pm at church. Carolyn Snyder will 
provide a Greek favorite, “pastitsio”, a main dish somewhat like lasagna, and participants can bring a side if 
they are able. Please sign up on the Women’s Ministry board. Feel free to invite a friend if you know        
another widow who could use the support of Christian friends.  If you have any questions, please call     
Carolyn Snyder at 249-9061. 



500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

On October 31, 1517, in Wittenberg,  
Germany, Martin Luther posted his 
thoughts about some theological topics 
and the practices of the Church. That 
simple action began the Reformation — a 
movement that changed Western society.  
 
The Reformation proclaimed that the   
solution to the problem of sin is not in 
man, but in God. Luther and his followers 
taught that the Bible teaches salvation by 
God’s grace, through faith, because of 
Jesus. The message of the Reformation 
is that the Scriptures teach that God has 
grace on sinners. He gives forgiveness 

freely to all who believe in Him. This forgiveness is given through the death of Jesus Christ on 
the cross and His resurrection from the dead. All who believe in Jesus as their Savior receive 
forgiveness and eternal life. All of this is a free gift from a loving God.  
 
Luther’s teaching, and that of the Reformation, is often summarized in three “solas.” Sola    
gratia, sola fide and sola scriptura — by faith alone, by grace alone and by Scripture alone. 
The three solas, by grace alone, by faith alone and by Scripture alone, are all summarized in 
one more phrase from the Reformation, solus Christus — through Christ alone.   
 
This is really the focus of the Reformation. God’s grace, our faith and the Scriptures are all   
focused on Jesus Christ. The Reformation moved the focus from the Church to Jesus. Luther 
and the reformers taught that Jesus is how God relates to us and how we relate to Him. The 
reformers taught that Jesus is our salvation, that Jesus is the way that God loves. When Martin 
Luther understood Jesus as the center of all of Scripture and man’s relationship to God, he 
saw everything in light of this relationship between God and man.  
 
Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses in Wittenberg, Germany, 500 years ago. Much has 
changed since then. Many things we encounter daily were influenced by the Reformation. The 
heart of the Reformation was theology. It was a return to God as the source of mankind’s     
salvation. It was a focus on God’s love. 500 years later, Lutherans still teach this theology, and 
rejoice in God’s love.  
 
 

Join us at Redeemer Lutheran Church throughout the month of  
October as we celebrate the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation as it 

points us to our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

(See Page 3 For Reformation Celebration Schedule) 



 

ABOUT THE FILM 
500 years ago, Martin Luther triggered a 
seismic upheaval that rocked the western 
world—with an impact that continues to 
reverberate to this day. This entertaining 
new film follows the great adventure story of 
Luther’s life, packed with political intrigue, 
kidnappings, secret hideouts, and life-or-
death showdowns.  At the same time, it's a 
story about the most important questions of 
life, including "Who am I?" "What is my 
purpose" and "How do I get right with God?"  

 
It’s a must-see video and a chance to share the message of our Lutheran heritage with others. 
Join us at Redeemer Lutheran Church on October 22

nd
 at 5:00 pm  (Movie starts at 6:00 pm). 

An authentic German food tent will be on-site with food available for purchase from 5:00-6:00 pm 
from Wagener’s Delicatessen—Au Train, MI.  
 
This screening is the perfect outreach opportunity—a chance to invite friends and neighbors to an 
entertaining event in our community. Our circuit churches will also be joining us for this festive 
event. 

 Watch New Luther Movie with Friends on Oct. 22 

On October 28/29, 2017, Reformation Weekend, we will 
observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation at all three of 
our worship services. Please join us Saturday 5:00 pm, 
Sunday 8:30 am or Sunday 10:45 am as we worship Jesus 
and thank him for the Faith Alone, Grace Alone, and Scripture 
Alone which is the bedrock of our relationship with God. 
 

Reformation Bible Study 
As a lead up to the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, we will study “A Man Named Martin.”  Join us on 
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
October 15  A Man Named Martin — Session 1  

October 22  A Man Named Martin — Session 2 

October 29  A Man Named Martin — Session 3 

Reformation Keepsakes 
Watch for Reformation souvenirs to be available for purchase at our Welcome Center.  Starting in 
early-October, 500th Anniversary coffee mugs and pint glasses will be available for purchase as a 
way of marking this historic event in our faith. 

Reformation Celebration Worship Services 



Sunday, October 1, high school        
students are invited to spend some 
time hanging out with one another in 
the youth room from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  
 
Bring your friends for a couple hours of 
games and pizza! See you there! 

High School Hang Time 

 
 

Middle School Chill Out 
Sunday, October 15 

2 – 4 pm 
Led by DCE Intern Susie 

For  7th & 8th Grade 
 

Pig Roast Thank You 

The Mission Board would like to thank everyone who 
baked or bought something at the bake sale, made or 
bought items for the Pig Roast.  
 
The Mission Board will be able to use the $1,051 for 
future missions. 
 
Thanks again!!!!  

The Tool Box Guys will be tooling around the 
church Monday, October 9 at 12 noon . 
 
Please join us for lunch, devotion, and some    
tooling around the church. We will meet in the 
library. Questions can be directed to John Fegan 
at 235-8160. 

The Tool Box Guys 

We hope you will join 
us for LIFT  

from 5:30 – 7 pm:     
October 11 & 25,  

November 8 & 22, 
and December 13. 

Food  Faith  Friends  Fun 
 

A Ministry for 7 – 12th graders and their friends. 
 

We will gather every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 
5:30 – 7 pm. This exciting new program is focused on four things: 
 
 >  Food: We are providing dinner! Join us right after 
  your extra curricular or sports at 5:30 pm for dinner! 
 > Faith: We learn together and dig deeper int our 
  Christian Faith 
 > Friends: We split into small groups and have an           
  in-depth discussion on the main point and Bible  
  study of the night. 
 > Fun: We will come back together and play a large 
  group game before we go our separate ways! 

LIFT Midweek Youth Experience 



 

The Women of Victory Lutheran Church in Sawyer are hosting 
this year’s LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) Zone 
2 Fall Rally on Saturday, October 7th. Registration is from 9:30-
10:00am, and the event goes until mid-afternoon. The 
registration fee is $5.00 per person, and includes lunch. 
 

All the women of Redeemer are invited to attend this fellowship 
event. The day includes an “As Lutherans, Do We Follow 
Jesus?” Bible Study celebrating the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, a mission trip presentation from a couple in the 
Gwinn area, and a work bee to put together health kits and 
teaching tools for upcoming missions. 
 

This event is a great opportunity to meet and spend time with 
women from other congregations, and to learn more about what 
the LWML is doing. Please sign up at the Women’s Ministry 
Bulletin Board by September 25th . Directions and carpool 
information are available by the sign-up sheet. 
 
 
 

 

Endowment Fund  

Established for Youth  

and Children 

At the August 6, 2017 congregational 
meeting, Redeemer approved the 
establishment of the Youth and 
Children’s Ministry Activities Fund. This 
was made possible by a bequest to the 
Redeemer Endowment Fund from the 
Lloyd and Marilyn Maki Trust in the 
amount of $24,366. It was the wish of 
the Maki’s that these monies be used 
to benefit the youth and children at 
Redeemer. In addition, an anonymous 
gift of $1,000 was given recently to this 
fund. Money from these gifts will be 
used to start new and enhance current 
youth and children’s ministries here at 
our church. Anyone interested in 
making a special gift to this fund, may 
contact Phillip Creech, Chairman of the     
Endowment Fund, Carl Pace, Gift 
Planner, or the church office. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Fall Festival 

    

Redeemer’s Family Fall Festival  
will be on  

Saturday, October 28 
1:30—3:30 pm 

 
Watch the Redeemer Weekly for further   

details and volunteer opportunities. 
 

The afternoon will be filled with fun 
games and activities for kids of all ages. 

 
 

LWML Fall Rally 



 

Dear friends, 
Words cannot express my sincere gratitude for all of your effort, 
thought, time, and remembrances which provided such a 
wonderful retirement celebration and reception. The cards, the 
gifts, the loving sentiments - all are quite overwhelming. It truly 
has been beyond the ordinary, and created warm and lasting 
memories for me. Thank you! 
 
I have had a beautiful 20 years among you. Your Christian love 
is evident in your genuine caring, compassion, and joyful 
companionship. What a pleasure to be able to continue 
worshipping with you! 
 
God’s blessings to you all! 
 
With heartfelt appreciation, 
Lois DeWell 
 

Endowment Update  

The Kivisto Trustee Fund was 
established by Randy and Esther 
Kivisto in 1998 with an initial gift 
of $30,000. Its purpose is to use the 
interest from this account for special 
maintenance projects and items at 
Redeemer which have greatly 
improved the church facility. Through 
the years monies have been used for 
ceiling tile replacements, a new lawn 
mower, major repairs to the heating 
system and improved lighting. 
 
Having this fund is a true blessing for 
our church. Esther has faithfully 
continued to contribute to this fund 
which now exceeds $110,000. Anyone 
interested in contributing to this fund 
can contact Phillip Creech, Endowment 
Fund Chairman, Carl Pace, Gift 
Planner, or the church office. 

Greeting Card Sale to Benefit 
Redeemer Lutheran Preschool 
Ruth Pond Scholarship Fund 

“Sisters Working Together” have been working all year to make 
beautiful handmade greeting cards. They gather each   
Wednesday afternoon and craft their cards for the Scholarship 
Fund and help make preschool possible for those families who 
may not otherwise be able to afford preschool tuition.  
 
These cards will be offered for sale on Saturday, November 4, 
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the church multi-purpose room. 
100% of the proceeds will be given to the Redeemer Lutheran 
Preschool Ruth Pond Scholarship Fund.  
 
Everyone is invited to come to the Card Sale and help support 
Redeemer Lutheran Preschool. 

    
 

Thank You, from Lois DeWell 

Recently the Preschool staff awarded 
full scholarships to two children 
attending the preschool this year. This 
scholarship fund was made possible 
by a bequest from the Norma Carey 
Trust. 
 
Norma Carey was an elementary 
school teacher in West Chicago, 
Illinois, for over forty years. She was a 
member of Redeemer from 2005 until 
her passing in December of 2012. 
Based on the desire of her family to 
continue her legacy of educating 
young children, this fund was 
established. It is used to provide            
scholarships to families in financial 
need for children attending the 
preschool and for other items for the 
preschool. 
 
Anyone interested in making a special 
gift to the “Preschool Scholarship and  
Educational Fund” please contact 
Phillip Creech, Chairman of the 
Endowment Fund, or Carl Pace, Gift 

Preschool Scholarship and       
Educational Fund Awards 

Two Scholarships  



 

We’re pleased to share that the Scrip program at Redeemer has been very successful. 
 

What is Scrip? Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute money” — in other words, Scrip is 
gift certificates from national and local retailers. They are the same gift certificates that you buy at 
the store. Many popular retailers participate in our Scrip program including Econo Foods, Walmart, 
TJ Maxx, Holiday Gas, Applebee’s, Red Lobster, Dairy Queen, Meijer and many, many others. 
 

You’re probably asking yourself how these stores help us raise money. It’s simple — Scrip 
participating retailers agree to sell gift certificates to our church at a discount. Families like yours 
buy the certificates for full face value, they redeem them for full face value, and our church receives 
a percentage as revenue.  
 

The beauty of Scrip is that you put your regular household shopping dollars to work. Your Scrip 
purchase earns money for our youth group, child care and preschool without spending a single 
additional penny. Just spend your regular shopping dollars with Scrip at the stores that participate 
in the Scrip program! 
 

Scrip cards are available to purchase after each worship service in the narthex with volunteers 
available to take your Scrip orders, or drop them off in the church office. 
 

Questions?  Contact  Kay Beauchamp, Julie Larson or Jane Ryan  — The Scrip Team — for more  
information.  

 

Give Scrip cards in October for Halloween  
candy and costumes. In November for Thanksgiving 
dinner, hunting and “Black Friday” shopping.  
Plan ahead for Christmas shopping and holiday 
travelling with Scrip. 
 

 Scrip Cards Benefit Redeemer’s Youth, Preschool and Child Care 

Women’s Ministry’s WCP or Women Crafting for a Purpose will meet on Monday, October 23 at 
6:30 p.m. We’re meeting a week earlier because of Halloween. This month’s projects will be sold at 
the Christmas Bazaar on December 2. All supplies and a group leader/teacher will be available. 
You don’t need to be “crafty”. You just need to show up and bring your friends. 
 
Call Amy Gawry at 1-517-581-5843 with any questions or ideas. We are always looking for any 
craft ideas that you may have. Come and share in the fun. 

Women Crafting for a Purpose (WCP) 



WEDNESDAY 9:30 AM  WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Led by DCE Anna 

 
“When God Doesn’t Fix It: Learning to walk in God’s plans instead of our own”   

 
This group meets in Classroom 2 and begins with sharing fellowship over a cup of coffee and prayer. In this 
Bible Study, Laura’s story examines the twists and turns that took place not only in her own life but also in 
the lives of many of the heroes of faith. She reveals how God used crises in the lives of people such as 
Abraham, Sarah, David, and Paul to bring them closer to him and set them on the path he wanted them to 
take. She also shows how God used each of these individuals in spite of their flaws and brokenness. 
 

God may not fix everything in our lives. In, fact, our situation might not ever change or get better. But we 
know that God will lead us to a place where we are better because of it. 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 
7:00 p.m. 

Adult Study 
Led by Mark Mankowski  

and Tom Buck  
Location: Church Library 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 
7:00 a.m. 

Men’s Study 
Meets Year Round 
Led by Pastor Chad 

Location: Chapel Lounge 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 Adult Study  

Led by Pastor Chad 
Location: Fellowship Hall (gym) 9:30 a.m. 

“All in” 
Classes held on: October 1, 8  

 
“A Man Named Martin” 

Classes held on: October 15, 22, 29 

WEDNESDAY EVENING STUDY:  
 Adult Study  

Led by Pastor Chad 
Location: Room 1A & 1B (Northwest Corner) 6:00 pm 

 
The Mission of Jesus: w/ Ray Vander Laan 

We will join renowned teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan as he guides us through the land of the Bible. 
In each lesson, Vander Laan illuminates the historical, geographical, and cultural context of the sacred 
Scriptures. Filmed on location in Israel, the “That the World May Know” DVD series will transform your 
understanding of God and challenge you to be “a true follower of Jesus."  

Weekly Bible Study Opportunities 


