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MAKE UP PACKET – SESSION 3 
FROM EXODUS TO EXILE & RETURN 

November 2017 
 

The Goal of This Session: 
 The purpose of this session is to help the student  

1. understand that God provided for the Israelite people throughout the 
ages – from slavery in Egypt to exile in Babylon.  

2. understand that God’s covenant with Abraham continued through his 
heirs. 

3. understand that God is always faithful to his promises. 
 
 
Directions for Completing This Make Up Packet: 

1. Read each of the excerpts from “A Bible History” which are printed out for 
you and answer the questions based on each reading. The questions 
coordinate with the reading of the same title. 

 
2. Complete the “Family Discussion Guide” which is the normal work to be 

done at home between class sessions. This Guide is to be completed by the 
student and a parent. Instructions are on the Guide.  

 
 
The Make Up Packet is to be completed before the next regular class session. If an 
extension is needed, please speak with DCE Anna or DCE Intern Susie. 
 

 
 Our next CLASS is scheduled for Saturday, December 9, 2017, 10 am–2 pm. 

 

Student’s Name: 
 

________________________________ 

JUST A NOTE: 
The key to completing these 
worksheets is to read the footnotes 
as you read through the chapters. 
Many times the information in the 
footnotes is needed to be able to 
answer the questions. 
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28. The Last Plague and the Passover  
Exodus 11-12  
 
The Firstborn to Die. "I bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on 

Egypt," the LORD said to Moses. "After that, he will let you go. In fact, 

he will drive you out. About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. All the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh to 

the firstborn of the slave girl working at the handmill, and all the 

firstborn cattle. There will be bitter crying throughout Egypt, like 

nothing before or after this. But not even a dog will snap at any of the 

children of Israel, so that you will know that the LORD is making a 

difference between the Egyptians and Israel."  

 

The Passover. Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "This month 

shall be the first month of the year to you. Tell the whole community of 

Israel, 'On the 10th day of this month every man is to choose an animal 

for his family to eat. If the household is too small to eat a whole one, let him and his neighbor share, 

taking into account the number of people and how much each person eats. The animal you choose shall 

be a year-old male without blemish; it shall be chosen from the sheep or the goats. Keep the animal 

until the 14th day of the month; at twilight that evening the whole assembly of Israel shall slaughter the 

animals and take some of the blood and put it on the two side posts and on the upper lintel of the 

houses where the animals will be eaten. Roast the meat over a fire and eat it that night along with 

unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Don't let any of it remain until morning; if any is left over, bum it in 

the fire. Eat with your cloaks on, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand. Eat quickly; it is 

the LORD'S Passover. None of you shall go out at the door of his house until morning. On this night I will 

go through the land of Egypt and will strike down all the firstborn of both men and animals; I will bring 

judgment against all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. When I see the blood, I will pass over you; no 

plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. You are to remember this day and celebrate it 

as a seven-day feast to the LORD for generations to come.' "  

 

Then Moses gave the LORD'S instructions to the people. "When we come to the land that the LORD will 

give you, as He has promised, you shall continue to celebrate this festival. When your children ask, 

'What does this all mean?' tell them, 'It is the celebration of the Passover. The LORD passed over the 

houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when He killed the Egyptians and spared our houses.' "  

 

The people bowed their heads, worshiped, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.  
 
The Firstborn Slain. At midnight the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn 

of Pharaoh who was on the throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, including 

all the firstborn cattle. Pharaoh, his servants, and all the Egyptians got up during the night; there was 

loud wailing in Egypt because in every house someone was found dead.  
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THE LAST PLAGUE AND THE PASSOVER 
 
 

1. According to God’s message to Moses, what was to be the 10th plague? 
 
 
 
 

2. Why were the Israelites to put blood on the doorposts?  
 
 
 
 

3. How were the Israelites supposed to celebrate this event later? 
 
 
 
 

4. Describe what happened that night. 
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29. The Exodus 
Exodus 12-15 
 
Israel Urged to Leave. Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron immediately that night and told them, "Get 
everyone up! Leave, my people, both you and the Israelites! Take your flocks and your herds, and be 
gone."  
 
The Egyptians urged the people to leave quickly. "We'll all be dead," they said. The people took their 
dough before the yeast could be added; their kneading bowls they wrapped in their garments and 
carried on their shoulders. Later they baked unleavened cakes of this dough that they brought with 
them; because they were forced to leave Egypt so quickly, they did not have time to prepare any food to 
take along.1 
 
The children of Israel followed Moses' instructions and asked the Egyptians for articles made of silver 
and gold and for clothing. The LORD made the Egyptians willing to give the Israelites all the things they 
asked for. In this way the Israelites plundered the Egyptians.  
 
The Departure. The children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. About 600,0002 men traveled 
on foot; this did not include 'the women or children. Many non-Israelites went along with them. They 
took flocks and large herds of cattle. Moses also took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had 
assured his people that God would be with them and he made the Israelites promise to "carry my bones 
along with you when you return to our homeland."  
 
The children of Israel had lived in Egypt 430 years. At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, the 
people of the LORD left Egypt. God did not lead them through the land of the Philistines, although that 
was the shortest way. "If they have to fight a war," God said, "they might change their minds and return 
to Egypt." Instead, God led them through the wilderness by the Red Sea. From Succoth they traveled to 
Etham, where they set up camp at the edge of the wilderness. The LORD led them by day in a pillar of 
cloud; at night He led them in a pillar of fire, which gave them light.  
 
Pharaoh's Pursuit. When Pharaoh was told that the people were gone, he asked, "Why have we done 
this? We let Israel go and lost our slaves." He prepared his chariot, chose 600 of the best chariots with 
their captains and many other chariots from Egypt, and pursued the children of Israel, who were 
traveling boldly. The Egyptians overtook them as they were encamping by the sea, near Pi Hahiroth and 
Baal Zephon.3 
 
When the children of Israel saw Pharaoh and the Egyptians, they were terrified and cried out to the 
LORD. "Don't be afraid," Moses said to the people. "Stand still and see how the LORD will save you 
today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight for you; all you need to 
do is be quiet." "Why are you crying out to Me?" the LORD asked Moses. "Tell the children of Israel to go 

                                         
1
 As a result of this situation, the Passover also became known as the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

2
 The 600,000 were men able to fight. Including women, children, and all the other people that traveled with the 

Israelites, about 2 million people left Egypt. They would form a procession about 12 miles long. 
3
 In Hebrew, Yam Suph is translated as “sea of reeds.” Since reeds do not grow in salt water, and since an Egyptian 

papyrus locates Baal Zephon near Tahpanhes near Lake Menzaleh, 20 miles east of Rameses, most scholars think 
that the crossing of the “Red Sea” occurred at the southern end of Lake Menzaleh. 
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forward. Lift your rod over the sea and divide it so the children of Israel can walk on dry ground through 
the sea. The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." 
 
Israel Delivered. Then the angel of God, who had gone ahead of the camp of Israel, moved and went 
behind them; the pillar of cloud also moved behind them, between the camp of the Egyptians and the 
camp of Israel. The cloud brought darkness to the Egyptians, but it gave light by night to Israel. Neither 
side came near the other all night.  
 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD made a strong east wind blow all night, 
causing the sea to go back and the sea to become dry land. The waters were parted so the children of 
Israel could walk through the middle of the sea on dry ground; a wall of water was on their right and on 
their left.  
 
The Egyptians, including all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and horsemen, pursued the Israelites, going 
into the middle of the sea after them. Before dawn the LORD brought trouble to the Egyptians by 
causing their chariot wheels to come off. "Stretch out your hand over the sea," the LORD said to Moses, 
"so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians."  
 
So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea flowed back in its place. The 
Egyptians tried to get away, but the LORD overthrew the Egyptians. Not one of them lived. In that way 
the LORD saved Israel from the Egyptians that day. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the shore.  
 

THE EXODUS 
 

1. Why did the Egyptians want the Israelites to leave Egypt quickly? 
 
 
 

2. In what visible ways did the Lord lead the Israelites? 
 
 
 

3. Why did Pharaoh decide to pursue the Israelites? 
 
 
 

4. How did the Lord protect the Israelites when they were camped at the Red 
Sea? 
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31. The Giving of the Law on Sinai 
Exodus 19-24  
 
The Preparation. At the beginning of the third month after they left 
Egypt, the children of Israel entered the Wilderness of Sinai.4 Here 
Israel camped in front of the mountain. Moses went up to God, and 
the LORD called to him from the mountain. "Tell the house of Jacob 
and the children of Israel, 'You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself. 
Now, if you will obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall 
be My treasured possession, even though all the earth is Mine. You 
shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation for Me." 
 
Moses called all the elders of the people together and laid before 
them all these words that the LORD told him. "We will do all that the 
LORD has spoken," the people answered together. Moses reported 
this answer back to the LORD.  
 
The LORD said, "I will come to you in a thick cloud so that the people 
may hear when I speak with you. They will believe you forever. 
Sanctify them today and tomorrow. Let them wash their clothes so 
they are ready three days from now. On the third day I, the LORD, 
will come down so all the people can see Me on Mount Sinai. Set up boundaries and tell the people to 
be careful so that they do not go up the mountain or even touch its border; whoever touches the 
mountain shall certainly be put to death. Only when the ram's horn is sounded a long time should they 
come to the mountain."  
 
The Ten Commandments. On the third day, in the morning, thunder, lightning, and a thick cloud were 
on the mountain. An exceedingly loud blast of the trumpet made all the people in the camp tremble. 
Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God. They stood at the foot of the 
mountain. Mount Sinai was completely covered with smoke because the LORD descended on it in fire. 
The smoke billowed like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. When the 
trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, God called Moses to come to the top of the 
mountain.  
 
Then God said, "I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out of the land of Egypt, where you lived 
as slaves. You shall have no other gods. Do not make any images to worship that look like something in 
heaven or on the earth or something that lives in the waters of the earth. Do not bow down to them or 
serve them because I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand 
generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments. You shall not misuse the name of the 
LORD your God.  
 
"Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy. Work for six days, but on the seventh day, the rest day 
of the LORD your God, do not do any work. Do not let your son, your daughter, your servants, not even 

                                         
4
 The Wilderness of Sinai is a plain at the foot of Mount Sinai. Both Mount Horeb and Mount Sinai are in the 

southern part of the Sinai Peninsula. 
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your cattle or a stranger visiting you do any work. In six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them; then He rested on the seventh day. That is why the LORD has blessed the Sabbath 
Day and hallowed it.  
 
"Honor your father and your mother so that you may live a long time on the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you.  
"You shall not murder.  
“You shall not commit adultery.  
"You shall not steal.  
"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
"You shall not covet your neighbor's house.  
"You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, his servants, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbor."  
 
Effect on the People. When the people saw the lightning and the mountain smoking and heard the 
thunder and the blast of the trumpet, they moved far away from the mountain. "Speak: with us," they 
said to Moses, "and we will listen. Don't let God speak with us, or we will die."  
 
"Fear not," Moses said to the people. "God is come so that you fear Him and do not sin."  
 
The people stayed afar while Moses went near the thick darkness where God was. The LORD spoke to 
Moses, and Moses told the people all the words of the LORD, His judgments, and His instructions for the 
feasts. The people all said with one voice, "We will do all the things the LORD has told us."  
 
The Covenant Made. Moses also wrote all the words of the LORD. He got up early in the morning and 
built an altar at the foot of the mountain. He also made 12 pillars, one for each of the 12 tribes of Israel. 
Then he sent young men of the children of Israel to offer burnt offerings of oxen to the LORD. Moses 
took half of the blood and put it in basins; the other half he sprinkled on the altar. Then he read to the 
people from the book of the covenant. Again they said, "All that the LORD has said, we will do; we will 
be obedient."  
 
Moses then took the blood and sprinkled it on the people and said, "Here is the blood of the covenant 
that the LORD has made with you on the basis of what He has said here."  
 
"Come up to Me into the mount," the LORD said to Moses, "and I will give you tables of stone, the Law 
and commandments that I have written, so that you can teach them to the people."  
 
Moses went up, taking along Joshua, his aide. Moses went up the mountain, and a cloud covered it. The 
glory of the LORD stayed on Mount Sinai. Moses stayed on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights. 
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THE GIVING OF THE LAW ON SINAI 
 

1. Summarize what God said about whom the people should worship. 
 
 
 

2. After they had heard the Ten Commandments, why didn’t the people want God 
to talk to them? 

 
 
 

3. Who can keep God’s Law perfectly (read Ecclesiastes 7:20 for the answer)? 
 
 
 

4. Who has kept the law perfectly for us (read Romans 5:17-19 for the answer)? 
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34. Mutiny and Rebellion  
Numbers 13-16  
 
NOTE: The first part of this story happened about one year after the 
departure from Egypt, soon after the building of the tabernacle and the 
celebration of the Passover, when Israel moved in a northerly direction 
into the Wilderness of Paran. The people were getting ready to enter 
Canaan. Korah's rebellion happened some 20 years later, when the 
people lived in the wilderness, very likely in Kadesh-barnea .  
 
Canaan Investigated. The LORD said to Moses, "Send men to search the 
land of Canaan. Send one ruler from every tribe."  
 
So Moses, following the command of the LORD, sent men who were 
heads of the children of Israel. He sent them from the wilderness of 
Paran to spy out the land of Canaan, saying to them, "Go up through 
the country into the hills. See what the land is like, whether it is good or 
bad, fat or lean, and learn about the people who live there. Note 
whether they are strong or weak, few or many. Be courageous."  
 
So they went up and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin 
Rehob. When they came to the brook of Eshcol,5 they cut a branch with one cluster of grapes. They had 
two men carry it on a pole between them.6 They also brought pomegranates7 and figs. After examining 
the land for 40 days, they returned.  
 
Fear and Mutiny. They showed everyone the fruit of the land and told Moses, "We went into the land 
where you sent us. It surely flows with milk and honey. This is some of the fruit. But the people who live 
in the land are fierce and strong, the cities are walled, and we saw the children of Anak8 there."  
 
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses by saying, "Let us go up at once and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it."  
 
The men who had gone up with him, however, said, "We won't be able to attack those people; they are 
stronger than we are." Then they began to spread lies among the children of Israel about the land and 
the people living there.  
 
That night all the people wept and the children of Israel complained to Moses and Aaron, "Would God 
that we had died in the land of Egypt or even in this wilderness! Why did the LORD bring us to this land 
to fall by the sword so that our wives and our children should be a prey? Wouldn't it be better for us to 
return to Egypt?"  
 

                                         
5
 The brook of Eshcol was probably between Bethlehem and Hebron. 

6
 Even today bunches of grapes weighing from 12 to 18 pounds are grown in southern Palestine. 

7
 The pomegranate is a beautiful fruit about the size of a large apple. It has an acid flavor. Its juice was used to 

make wine. 
8
 Giants. 
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They said to one another, "Let's make a captain, and then let's return to Egypt." Then Moses and Aaron 
fell on their faces before the whole assembly of the children of Israel.  
 
Joshua and Caleb's Report. Joshua, the son of Nun, and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, who had been in 
the group that explored the land, tore their clothes. They spoke to everyone, saying, "The land that we 
passed through is an exceedingly good land. If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this 
land and give it to us. Just do not rebel against the LORD. Do not fear the people of the land; the LORD is 
with us."  
 
All the people talked of stoning them.  
 
A Forty-Year Sentence. Then the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle. "How long will these 
people provoke Me?" the LORD said to Moses. "How long will it be before they believe all the signs that 
I have shown them? I will punish them with a plague and disinherit them."  
 
"The Egyptians will hear about that," Moses said to the LORD. "They will tell all these nations that the 
LORD was not able to bring this people into the land that He promised to them, so He has slain them in 
the wilderness. I beg You, pardon the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your mercy, 
just as You have forgiven them from the time they left Egypt until now."  
 
"I have pardoned them," the LORD said, "as you have asked. But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the LORD. Because of all those men who have seen My glory and My miracles that 
I did in Egypt and in the wilderness and have tempted Me 10 times and have not listened to Me, they 
shall not see the land that I promised to their fathers. Only My servants Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, 
and Joshua, the son of Nun, because he had another spirit with him and has followed Me fully, will I 
bring into the land; his seed shall possess it. All those 20 years old and older will die in the wilderness 
because they have murmured against Me. Your little ones I will bring in; they shall know the land that 
you have despised. Your children shall wander in the wilderness 40 years, the same number as the days 
in which you explored the land. I the LORD have said this; I will surely do it."  
 
Those men who searched the land and made the evil report about it died by the plague before the 
LORD. But Joshua and Caleb lived.  
 

MUTINY AND REBELLION 
 

1. God told Moses to send men into Canaan to do what? 
 
 

2. Why did the 10 spies think Israel could never conquer the land? 
 
 

3. For what reason did Joshua and Caleb say Israel could conquer Canaan? 
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46. Saul, the First King of Israel  
1 Samuel 8-15 
 
Israel Desires a King. When Samuel was old, he made his sons judges in Israel, but they did not walk in 
his ways. Then the elders of Israel gathered in Ramah and said to Samuel, "You are old and your sons do 
not walk in your ways, so choose a king to judge us like all the other nations have.” 
 
Samuel didn't like their idea, so he prayed to the LORD. "Listen to everything they say," the LORD 
answered Samuel. "They have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me. They don't want Me to reign 
over them. Since the day I brought them out of Egypt they have wanted to serve other gods. Protest 
solemnly. Show them the kind of king they will have, one who will take their sons and daughters to work 
as slaves and fight for him. He will take their best fields and vineyards and give them to his servants. He 
will take a tenth of what they produce and give it to his officers. They will finally cry out for help, but the 
LORD will not hear them."  
 
When Samuel told the people this, they would not listen. "We want a king over us. We want to be like 
other nations that have a king who fights their battles," they said.  
 
Samuel heard what the people said and reported it to the LORD. "Listen to them. Choose a king for 
them," the LORD said.  
 
Saul Anointed. There was a man of the tribe of Benjamin named Kish who had a son named Saul. Saul 
was an impressive man among the children of Israel, a head taller than anyone else.  
 
When Kish's donkeys were lost, he said to Saul, "Take one of the servants along with you and go find 
them." Saul searched the hills of Ephraim through the land of Shalisha, Shalim, and the land of the 
Benjamites, but did not find them. When they came to Zuph, Saul was ready to return home, but the 
servant said, "In this city is a man of God. Everything he says happens. Let's go to him so he can show us 
what we should do."  
 
As they went into the city, Samuel was coming out. Now the LORD had told Samuel the day before Saul 
came; "Tomorrow about this time I will send a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him to be captain 
over My people Israel so he can save My people from the Philistines."  
 
When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him, "Look, this is the man of whom I spoke. He shall reign 
over My people."  
 
By then Saul was closer to Samuel by the gate. "Tell me, I pray," Saul said to Samuel, "where the seer's 
house is."  
 
"I am the seer," Samuel answered. "Go ahead of me to the high place. Today you will eat with me; 
tomorrow I will let you go after I tell you answers for all the things you have on your mind. As for the 
donkeys you were looking for, don't worry about them. They have been found. Soon you and your 
family will have all that is desirable in Israel."  
 
Saul ate with Samuel that day and stayed with him at his house that night. Early in the morning Samuel 
took a flask of oil and poured it on Saul's head, kissed him, and said, "The LORD has anointed you to be 
captain over His inheritance, Israel."  
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When Saul turned to leave Samuel, God gave him another 
heart, and all the signs happened as Samuel said. 
 
Saul Selected and Declared King. Samuel called the people  
together to worship the LORD at Mizpah. When they were all 
gathered, Samuel said, "You have rejected the LORD and asked 
for a king. Now, stand before the LORD according to your tribes 
and clans."  
 
When all the tribes of Israel came near, the tribe of Benjamin 
was selected. When the tribe of Benjamin came according to 
families, Saul was selected from among them, but when they 
looked for him, he could not be found. When they asked the 
LORD if they should still have Saul come forward, the LORD told 
them, "He is hiding in all the baggage." When they found him, 
he stood among the people. He was a head taller than anyone else.  
 
Samuel said to the people, "Can you see the one whom the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him."  
 
And all the people shouted, "Long live the king!"  
 
After Samuel told the people the rules of the kingdom that he had written in a book, he laid it before the 
LORD. Then all the people returned home. Saul went home to Gibeah along with a group of people 
whose hearts God had touched, but some troublemakers said, "How can this man save us?" Saul 
remained silent when he heard this.  
 
The King's First Heroic Deed. Soon Nahash and the Ammonites laid siege to Jabesh Gilead.9 Finally the 
men of Jabesh said to Nahash, "Make a treaty with us, and we will serve you."  
 
"I will make a treaty with you on this condition," Nahash answered. "I get to gouge out your right eyes 
so I can disgrace Israel."  
 
"Give us seven days," the elders of Jabesh said to him, "so that we can send messengers all over Israel to 
see if anyone will come to save us. If not, we will surrender to you."  
 
When the messengers came to Gibeah and told this news to the people, everyone cried. Just then Saul 
came from a field, walking behind some oxen. "Why are the people crying?" he asked.  
 
When they told him the news from Jabesh, the Spirit of God came on Saul. He became angry and cut a 
pair of oxen into pieces. Then he sent the pieces throughout Israel with messengers who said, "This is 
what will happen to the oxen of anyone who does not follow Saul and Samuel."  
 
Then the fear of the LORD came on the people. Three hundred thirty thousand men came out, all ready 
to fight. "Tell the men of Jabesh Gilead, 'By tomorrow noon you will have help,'" they told the 
messengers.  

                                         
9
 Jabesh Gilead was a city located east of the Jordan. It was about 50 miles from Gibeah, where Saul was when he 

heard about the siege. 
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The next day Saul put the soldiers in three companies and attacked the Ammonites. They slaughtered 
the Ammonites by noon. Those who lived were so scattered that no two were left together.  
 
The people said to Samuel, "Whoever said, 'Shall Saul reign over us?' Bring them so we can put them to 
death."  
 
"No one shall be put to death this day," Saul said, "for today the LORD has rescued Israel." Then the 
people went with Samuel to Gilgal to offer sacrifices of peace to the LORD, and Saul and all the people of 
Israel rejoiced.  
 
Saul's Disobedience. Samuel reminded the people to continue following the LORD. "The LORD will not 
forsake His people for His great name's sake because it pleases the LORD to make you His people," 
Samuel said. "God forbid that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you. I will teach you 
the good and the right way. Only fear the LORD, and serve Him with all your heart. Remember the great 
things He has done for you."  
 
After Saul had reigned over Israel for two years, he led the Israelites into battle against the Philistines. 
When Jonathan defeated the Philistine garrison at Geba, Saul spread the news throughout Israel that he 
had defeated the Philistines. When the Philistines heard about it, they prepared to fight Israel with 
30,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen, and as many foot soldiers as there is sand on the seashore. They 
gathered at Michmash, east of Bethaven. When Israel saw that they were in trouble, they hid 
themselves in caves, thickets, rocks, and pits. Some fled across the Jordan.  
 
All the people following Saul in Gilgal were afraid. He waited there seven days, according to the 
directions Samuel had given. When Samuel did not come to Gilgal, the people began leaving. "Bring me 
the burnt offerings and the peace offerings," Saul said. Then he offered the burnt offerings. As soon as 
he had made the offerings Samuel  arrived. "What have you done?" Samuel asked.  
 
"I saw the people leaving me, and you didn't come during the seven days, and the Philistines were 
gathering at Michmash, so I said, 'The Philistines will attack me at Gilgal when I have not prayed to the 
LORD,' so I forced myself to make the burnt offering.” 
 
“You have done foolishly,” Samuel said to Saul. “You have not kept the commandment of the LORD your 
God as He commanded. Now your kingdom will, not continue. The LORD will be looking for a man after 
His own heart to be captain over His people because you have not done what the LORD commanded.”  
 
At another time Samuel told Saul, "Go and destroy Amalek and all that they own. Don't spare them."  
 
So Saul gathered the people together and destroyed the Amalakites. He captured Agag, the king, and 
kept the best of the sheep, oxen, and lambs. The rest of the people and animals were destroyed. 
 
Saul Is Rejected as King of Israel. Then the LORD told Samuel, "It grieves Me that I made Saul king. He 
has not followed Me or done what I commanded."  
 
When Samuel reached Saul at Gilgal, Saul said to him, "The LORD bless you. I have followed the 
commands of the LORD."  
 
"What is this bleating of sheep I hear?" Samuel asked. "And what about the lowing of cows?"  
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"The people spared the best of the sheep and oxen to sacrifice to the LORD your God," Saul answered. 
"We have destroyed the rest."  
 
"Stop. Listen to what the LORD told me to tell you last night," Samuel said to Saul. "The LORD said, 
'When you thought you were incapable, I made you king of Israel. I told you to destroy the Amalakites. 
Why did you disobey?' It is better to obey God than to sacrifice. Because you have rejected the word of 
the LORD, He has rejected you as king."  
 
As Samuel turned to leave, Saul grabbed the hem of his robe and it tore. "The LORD has torn the 
kingdom of Israel from you this day," Samuel said to him, "and has given it to a neighbor of yours who is 
better than you are."  
 
Samuel went to Ramah. Until the day he died, Samuel did not go to see Saul, but he for mourned for 
him. 
 

SAUL, THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL 

 
1. What were the charges that were brought against Samuel’s sons?  

 
 

2. What did the people ask Samuel to do to make things better? 
 
 

3. God chose Saul to be king. Prophets, priests, and kings were anointed to their 
high office to show they were consecrated to God. With what did Samuel 
anoint Saul? 

 
 

4. What did Saul do wrong before the battle of Michmash and in his dealings with 
the Amalekites? 
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47. David Anointed King  
1 Samuel 16  
 
Samuel Sent to Jesse. "How long will you mourn for Saul," the LORD said 
to Samuel, "since I have rejected him as the king of Israel? Fill your horn 
with oil, and go to the home of Jesse, of Bethlehem. I have chosen one 
of his sons to be king."  
 
Samuel did what the LORD told him. When they came, Samuel saw Eliab, 
Jesse's oldest son, and thought, "Surely this is the LORD'S anointed 
standing here before the LORD."  
 
"Don't look at his appearance or his height," the LORD said to Samuel, 
"because I have not chosen him. The LORD does not look at the same 
things man does; people look at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart."  
 
David Is Chosen. Then Jesse introduced Abinadab to Samuel. "The LORD 
has not chosen him either," Samuel said. Jesse presented six more of his 
sons to Samuel. "The LORD has not chosen any of these," Samuel said. "Are these all of your children?"  
 
"There is the youngest," Jesse replied. "He is taking care of the sheep."  
 
"Send for him," Samuel said. "We won't sit down until he comes."  
 
So Jesse sent for David. He was ruddy, good looking, with handsome features. The LORD said to Samuel, 
"Go ahead. Anoint him. He is the one."  
 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him while his brothers were all present. From that day on 
the Spirit of the LORD was with David. Samuel then went back to Ramah.  
 
David Made the Servant of Saul. Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
troubled him. His servants suggested that they find a skillful harpist, someone who could play when an 
evil spirit from God came to him. "Then you will be well," they said.  
 
So Saul told his servants to find such a person. One of the servants said, "I have seen a son of Jesse, from 
Bethlehem, who can play well. He is courageous, fights well, speaks prudently, and is quite handsome. 
The LORD is with him."  
 
Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse who said, "Send me David, your son, who is with the sheep."  
 
Jesse sent bread, a bottle of wine, and a kid to Saul along with his son David. When David stood before 
Saul, Saul loved him greatly. David became his armor bearer. When the evil spirit came upon Saul, David 
would play the harp. Then Saul would feel better and the evil spirit would leave him.  
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DAVID ANOINTED KING 
 

1. How did Samuel feel about the Lord’s rejection of Saul? 
 
 
 

2. Where was David while Samuel was seeking a new king from among Jesse’s 
sons? 

 
 
 

3. Describe David’s appearance. 
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54. Solomon  
1 Kings 1-11; 1 Chronicles 28-29  
 
Solomon Anointed. When King David was very old, he had Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah take Solomon to Gihon and anoint him king over Israel. "Then blow the trumpets as you 
return," David said, "shout, 'Long live King Solomon,' and bring him to sit on my throne and reign in my 
place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and Judah."  
 
David's Final Instructions to Solomon. When it became obvious that David would soon die, he gave 
Solomon, his son, these instructions: "I am about to go the way of all the people. Be strong; show 
yourself to be a man. Follow the directions of the LORD your God, walk in His ways, keep His statutes 
and commandments, His decrees and instructions, as written in the Law of Moses. Then you will prosper 
in all that you do wherever you go. With all my heart I wanted to build a house of rest for the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD. I made some preparations for the building, but God said to me, 'You shall not 
build a house for My name because you have been a warrior and killed people. I have chosen Solomon 
to build My house. I have chosen him to be My son, and I will be his father.' Now Solomon, my son, 
know the God of your father and serve Him with a perfect heart and a willing mind. Listen carefully, for 
the LORD has chosen you to build the sanctuary. Be strong, and do it."  
 
David gave Solomon the plans that he had made for the temple and the surrounding chambers. Then 
David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. He reigned over Israel 40 years, 7 years 
in Hebron and 33 years in Jerusalem.  
 
Solomon's Prayer. Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, married his daughter, and 
brought her to the city of David while he built his own house, the house of the LORD, and the wall 
around Jerusalem. In those days the people sacrificed in high places because no house had yet been 
built to the name of the LORD. Solomon loved the LORD and walked 
according to the rules of David, his father. Once he went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there. Here the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night 
and said, "Ask for whatever you want Me to give you."  
 
"You have shown to your servant David, my father, great mercy as he 
walked with You in righteousness and with a heart that was right with You. 
Now You have continued this great kindness to him by giving him a son to 
sit on his throne," Solomon said. "Now, O LORD my God, You have made 
Your servant king, but I am only a little child. I don't know how to go out or 
come in. I am here with Your chosen people. Give Your servant an 
understanding heart to govern Your people, able to discern between good 
and bad."  
 
The LORD was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. "Because you asked 
for understanding and discernment and have not asked for a long life for 
yourself or riches or death for your enemies, I am going to do as you asked. I have given you a wise and 
understanding heart. I have also given you what you have not asked for, riches and honor. Walk in My 
ways, keep My statutes and commandments, as your father David did, and I will give you a long life."  
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Solomon woke up and realized he had had a dream. Then he went to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD, offered burnt offerings and peace offerings to the LORD, and gave a feast for 
all his servants.  
 
Solomon's Judgment. Now two prostitutes came to him. "O my lord," one said, "this woman and I live in 
the same house. I had a baby while she was with me in the house. Three days later this woman had a 
baby also. We were alone in the house; no one else was there, only the two of us. This woman's child 
died in the night because she lay on top of him. Around midnight she got up and took my son from me 
while your servant slept. She laid it next to her and laid her dead child next to me. When I got up in the 
morning to nurse my child, it was dead. When I looked more closely, I knew it was not my son. This 
other woman insisted, 'The living one is my son and the dead one is your son,' but I said, 'No, the dead 
son is your son and the living one is my son. '"  
 
That is what they told the king.  
 
Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So they brought a sword to the king. "Divide the living child in 
two, and give half to one and half to the other," he said. 
 
Then the woman who really was the mother of the living child was filled with love for her son and said 
to the king, "O my lord, give her the living child; don't kill it!"  
 
But the other woman said, "He shouldn't be either mine or yours. Divide it."  
 
Then the king said, "Give the living child to the first woman; don't kill it. She is the mother."  
 
When Israel heard of the judgment that the king had made, they respected their king, for they saw that 
he had God's wisdom to do justly. 

 
SOLOMON 
 

1. Solomon began three building projects; they were: 
 

a. ________________________________ 
 
b. ________________________________ 
 
c. ________________________________ 

 
2. What did Solomon ask God to give him? 

 
 
 

3. In deciding the case brought by the two women, why was Solomon’s approach 
particularly “wise”? 

 
 



Make Up Packet – Session 3 – Exodus to Exile and Return (2017) 19 
 

56. The Division of the Kingdom 
 
1 Kings 12-14  
 
Rehoboam's Folly. Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had gathered there to make him king. 
Some messengers were sent to Jeroboam, who was still in Egypt, where he had taken refuge from 
Solomon, telling him this news and inviting him to come back to Israel. When Jeroboam returned, he 
and all the congregation of Israel told Rehoboam, "Your father put a heavy burden on us.10 Lighten this 
harsh labor and heavy load, and we will serve you." 
 
"Leave me for three days," he said.  
 
The people departed while King Rehoboam consulted with the old men who had advised his father, 
Solomon. "How would you advise me to answer the people?" he asked.  
 
"If you want to serve the people, speak kindly to them," they replied, "and they will serve you faithfully 
forever."  
 
But Rehoboam rejected this counsel and sought the advice of the young men with whom he had grown 
up. "How would you advise me to answer the people who have talked to me?" he asked them.  
 
"Tell them," they said, "my father burdened you with a heavy load, but I am going to add to it. My father 
punished you with whips, but I will scourge you with scorpions."11 
 
When Jeroboam and the people returned, Rehoboam answered the people roughly, as the young men 
had advised. The LORD was shaping events to keep the promise that He had made to Jeroboam through 
Ahijah.  
 
When Israel saw that the king was not going to listen to them, they told the king, "What future do we 
have living under David, Jesse's son? Let's go home, Israel! Look after your own house, David!"  
 
Then Israel left. Rehoboam ruled over the Israelites who lived in cities in Judah, but Israel rebelled 
against the house of David when they stoned Adoram who was sent to collect taxes there. When they 
heard that Jeroboam had returned, they made him king over Israel. Only the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin followed Rehoboam. He gathered 180,000 warriors to bring them back under his reign, but 
God used Shemaiah to tell him, "This is what the LORD says: Do not fight against your brothers in Israel. 
Have everyone go back home, for this is what I have done." They obeyed the word of the LORD and 
returned to their homes. 
 
Jeroboam's Idolatry. Jeroboam fortified Shechem and Penuel. "If these people go to offer sacrifices in 
the house of the LORD at Jerusalem," Jeroboam said to himself, "they will become loyal again to the 
house of David. They will kill me and serve Rehoboam, the king of Judah."  
 

                                         
10

 This was a reference to the forced labor and heavy taxes that Solomon had placed on the people to build the 
temple and his own palace. 
11

 A whip with knots, small stones, or metal in it was called a scorpion because, like the sting of the scorpion, this 
whip would cause great pain. 
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After getting some advice, he made two calves of gold and told the people, "It is too much trouble for 
you to go to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out of Egypt." He set one of the 
calves up in Bethel and the other he put in Dan. This thing became a sin, for the people went to worship 
at Dan. Men who were not Levites became priests, and Jeroboam offered sacrifices at Bethel.  
 

THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM 
 

1. What did the people ask Rehoboam to do? 
 
 
 

2. Summarize the advice given to Rehoboam by the two groups of counselors. 
 
 
 
3. What effect did Rehoboam’s decision have on the people? 

 
 
 

4. Why didn’t Jeroboam want the people living in Israel to worship in Jerusalem? 
 
 
 

5. What did Jeroboam do to prevent the people from worshiping in Jerusalem? 
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64. Overthrow of the Kingdom of Israel; Hezekiah  
2 Kings 17-20; 2 Chronicles 30 
 
Israel Placed in Captivity. In the 12th year of Ahaz's reign as king of Judah, Hoshea became king over 
Israel. He ruled for 9 years. During this time he did much that was evil in the sight of the LORD, but not 
in the same way that the kings of Israel had done before him. When Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, fought 
against him, Hoshea was forced to become his servant and pay him tribute. The king of Assyria 
discovered that Hoshea was a traitor. He had sent messengers to So, the king of Egypt, and stopped 
paying tribute to Assyria, as he had done for many years. So the king of Assyria shut him up in prison and 
besieged Samaria in Israel for 3 years. In the 9th year of Hoshea's rule Shalmaneser captured Samaria 
and took the people of Israel to Assyria, settling them in Halah and Gozan by the Habor River and in the 
cities of the Medes.12  
 
Israel's Sins. All this happened because the children of Israel sinned against the LORD their God, who 
had brought them out of Egypt. They had feared other gods and followed the laws of the people whom 
the LORD had cast out when the children of Israel came to the Promised Land. They also followed the 
laws that the unfaithful kings of Israel made. Secretly they did things that were not right in the eyes of 
the LORD their God. They built worship places on hills in all their cities. They set up images, burned 
incense, and did wicked things to provoke the LORD to anger, even though the LORD told them, "Do not 
do this."  
 
The LORD sent prophets to Israel and Judah to tell them, "Turn from your evil ways and keep My 
commandments, according to all the Law that I commanded your fathers and that I sent to you by My 
servants, the prophets." In spite of these warnings, they would not listen, but they became as stubborn 
as their fathers, not believing in the LORD their God. They abandoned the commandments of the LORD 
their God and made molten images, including two calves, and served Baal. They sacrificed their sons and 
daughters in fire, used fortune-telling and sorcery, and sold themselves to evildoing in the sight of the 
LORD, provoking Him to anger.  
 
Reform in the House of Judah. In the 3rd year of Hoshea's reign in Israel, Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, 
became king of Judah. He was 25 years old when he began to reign; he reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. 
He did what was right in the sight of the LORD, as his ancestor David had done. He removed the worship 
places on the hills and broke the images in pieces, including the brass serpent that Moses had made 
because, in those days, the children of Israel were burning incense to it; they called it Nehushtan.  
 
Hezekiah trusted in the LORD God of Israel. No one before or after him was like him among all the kings 
of Judah. He was loyal to the LORD, followed Him, and kept the commandments the LORD had given 
Moses. The LORD was with him, and he prospered.  
 
Jerusalem Besieged. In the 14th year of King Hezekiah's reign, Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, captured 
all the fortified cities of Judah. Then the king of Assyria sent Tartan, Rabsaris, and Rabshakeh from 
Lachish, leading a huge army against Hezekiah at Jerusalem.  
 
When the men tried to get Rabshakeh to speak in Aramaic so the people on the wall could not 
understand what was said, Rabshakeh shouted out in Hebrew, "My master has sent me to tell the 

                                         
12

 These cities were located in Assyria, north of Israel, along the Euphrates and its tributaries. The towns of the 
Medes were located between the Tigris River and the Caspian Sea. 
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people on the walls, 'Don't let Hezekiah fool you. He will not be able to save you.' Don't let Hezekiah 
convince you to trust in the LORD by saying, 'The LORD will surely deliver us.' Have any of the gods of 
any of the nations saved their lands from the king of Assyria?"  
 
The people didn't say anything because the king had told them not to answer. With their clothes torn, 
the men took Rabshakeh's message to Hezekiah. When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, 
covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. He sent Eliakim, the palace 
household manager; Shebna, the scribe; and the elders of the priests to Isaiah the prophet. "This is a day 
of trouble, rebuke, and blasphemy," they told him, "so pray for the remnant that is left."  
 
"Don't be afraid of the words that you have heard," Isaiah told them. "Tell Hezekiah that Sennacherib 
will hear a rumor and return to his own land where I will cause him to fall by the sword." Then Hezekiah 
prayed to the LORD, "O LORD our God, I beseech you, save us from the hand of Sennacherib so that all 
the kingdoms of the earth may know that You only are the LORD God."  
 
Isaiah sent a message to Hezekiah, saying, "The LORD God of Israel has heard your prayer. He has told 
Sennacherib that the remnant of the house of Judah that has escaped shall again take root and bear 
fruit. He shall not come into the city. He won't shoot an arrow there, march into it with shields, or build 
a rampart against it. He will go back the same way he came and will not come into this city. He says, 'I 
will defend this city and save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.' "  
 
Sennacherib's Army Destroyed. That night the angel of the LORD killed 185,000 people in the camp of 
the Assyrians. When the Israelites woke up early in the morning, all they saw were dead bodies. Then 
Sennacherib departed and returned to live in Nineveh. One day while he was worshiping, two of his sons 
killed him with a sword. 
 
Hezekiah's Life Lengthened. During this time Hezekiah became 
very sick; he was close to death. The prophet Isaiah came to him 
and told him, "The LORD says, 'Set your house in order; for you 
shall die.' "  
 
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, I beg 
You, O LORD, remember how I have lived faithfully before You. I 
have been loyal to You and done that which is good in Your sight." 
Then he cried bitterly. 
 
Before Isaiah had left the inner court, the LORD told him, "Go back 
and tell Hezekiah, 'The LORD, the God of David your father, has 
heard your prayer and seen your tears. I will heal you. In three 
days you will be able to go to the house of the LORD. I will add 15 
years to your life, and I will deliver you from Assyria.' "  
 
"Take a bunch of figs and lay it on the boils," Isaiah said. They 
placed the figs on Hezekiah, and he recovered. Isaiah told him that eventually the people would be 
carried off to Babylon and made to serve the king there. "It is good that we have peace and truth while I 
am living," Hezekiah said. During his remaining days he built a pool and an aqueduct and brought water 
into the city. When he died, Manasseh, his son, reigned in his stead.  
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HISTORICAL NOTE: The Kingdom of Israel existed for 253 years and had 20 kings, all of whom were 
ungodly. Their names are as follows: Jereboam, Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zirnri, Tibni, Ornri, Ahab, Ahaziah, 
Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jeroboam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and 
Hoshea. The Kingdom of Israel was destroyed by Shalmaneser, king of the Assyrians, about 722 years 
before Christ. He placed the 10 tribes into captivity in Assyria. The kingdom was never restored.  
 
The Kingdom of Judah was in existence for 387 years and was governed by 20 kings. Their names are as 
follows: Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash, Amaziah, Azariah 
(Uzziah), Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and 
Zedekiah. The Kingdom of Judah was overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Chaldeans. He 
threatened Jerusalem three times. The third time he utterly destroyed Jerusalem and carried the Jews 
into the Babylonian captivity (586 B.C.). They were in exile 70 years. 

 
OVERTHROW OF THE KINGDOM & HEZEKIAH 
 

1. Name one king who tried to do what was right in the eyes of the Lord. 
 
 
 

2. When Shalmaneser captured Israel, where did he take many of the people? 
 
 
 

3. When Sennacherib invaded Judah, what did Hezekiah pray about him? 
 
 
 

4. What did Hezekiah pray for when he became critically ill? 
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70. The Return from the Captivity 
(ca. 538 BC) 
Ezra 1-6 
 
The Proclamation of Cyrus. In the first year that Cyrus became king of Persia, so that the word of the 
LORD spoken by Jeremiah 1 might be fulfilled, the LORD moved Cyrus to issue a written proclamation 
that said, "The LORD God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has charged me to 
build Him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. Anyone who is one of His people – may your God be with you! 
– should travel to Jerusalem in Judah and build the house of the LORD, the God of Israel. He is the God 
who is in Jerusalem. Whoever stays behind to live here should help those who leave with silver and 
gold, with goods, with beasts, and with a freewill offering to help build the house of God in Jerusalem."  
 
The Return. When they heard the proclamation, the leaders of the clans of Judah and Benjamin, along 
with the priests, the Levites, and others whom God moved, prepared to go to build the house of the 
LORD in Jerusalem. Their neighbors helped them by giving them silver articles, gold, goods, animals, 
and other precious things. Cyrus 
the king brought out many gold 
and silver basins and other objects 
from the house of the L                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
ORD that Nebuchadnezzar had 
carried from Jerusalem and placed 
in the house of his gods. Cyrus had 
Mithredath, his treasurer, present 
them, 5,400 pieces in all, to 
Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 
All of these were taken from 
Babylon back to Jerusalem.  
 
All together the number that returned was 42,360. In addition, there were 7,337 servants and 200 
singers, 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. When they arrived in Jerusalem, the 
leaders of the clans gave freely to rebuild the temple. Each gave according to their ability to give; they 
gave 61,000 drams of gold, 5,000 pounds of silver, and 100 priest's garments. The Levites and priests 
settled in Jerusalem, while the other people settled in other towns in Israel. 
 
The Temple Foundation Laid. During the seventh month of the year, Tishri, the children of Israel 
gathered in Jerusalem. Jeshua and his fellow priests and Zerubbabel and his relatives built an altar for 
the God of Israel on which to offer burnt offerings as written in the Law of Moses. They rebuilt the altar 
on its base, even though they feared the people of the countries around them. On it they offered burnt 
offerings to the LORD in both the morning and the evening. They celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles, 
offering the daily burnt offerings as required, and offered burnt offerings at all of the other feasts of the 
LORD, even though the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid. They paid the masons 
and the carpenters and gave meat, drink, and oil to workers from Zidon and Tyre to bring cedar trees 
from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant that they had from Cyrus king of Persia.  
 
During the second year after they came to Jerusalem, Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the remnant of priests 
began to work on the house of the LORD. When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the 
LORD, they praised the LORD with trumpets and cymbals as David had done. They sang together, 
praising and giving thanks to the LORD because He is good and His mercy endures forever toward Israel. 
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All the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD because the foundation of the 
house of the LORD was laid. But many of the priests, Levites, and clan leaders who were old enough to 
have seen the first temple wept. Many others shouted with joy. The sound could be heard a long way 
away.  
 
The Building Hindered. When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the 
captivity were rebuilding the temple of the LORD God of Israel, they came to Zerubbabel and the other 
clan leaders and said, "Let us help you rebuild. We seek your God, just as you do. We have sacrificed to 
Him since Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, brought us here." 
 
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the clan leaders of Israel replied, "We can't let you help us rebuild 
the house for our God. We will build it ourselves, as King Cyrus of Persia has commanded us." After this 
the people of the area gave the people of Judah trouble as they worked on the temple. They hired 
people to frustrate the rebuilding efforts during the reign of Cyrus until the time when Darius became 
king of Persia 
 
The Temple Finished. At one point, due to 
accusations that Jerusalem was a rebellious 
city whose people would not pay taxes, work 
on the temple was stopped until the second 
year of Darius's reign. When the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah prophesied among the 
Jews in Judah and Jerusalem, Zerubbabel and 
Jeshua again began to build the house of God, 
and the prophets of God helped them. When a 
complaint was made charging that Darius had 
not authorized the work to continue, Darius 
replied that Cyrus had decreed that the temple 
was to be rebuilt. "He also returned the gold 
and silver vessels of the house of God," he 
wrote. "Do not let the work on this house of 
God stop." Darius also ordered that those who had been complaining should help 
 
Then the work proceeded, and the temple was completed in the sixth year of Darius's reign. The 
children of Israel dedicated the temple of God with great joy. They set up the priestly rotation, kept the 
Passover, and celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread with joy.  

THE RETURN FROM CAPTIVITY 
 

1. After 70 years in captivity, why was it so important to the Jewish people to 
return to Jerusalem? 

 
 

2. What directions were given to those who returned to Jerusalem and to those 
who stayed in Babylon? 

 
 

3. How did Cyrus help them? 
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72. Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi  
Ezra 7-12; Nehemiah; Malachi 
 
Ezra's Trip to Jerusalem. After the temple had been rebuilt;13 during the reign of Artaxerxes king of 
Persia, Ezra went from Babylon to Jerusalem. He was a teacher who knew well the Law that the LORD 
God of Israel had given. The king granted him his request to travel because the hand of the LORD his 
God was upon him. Some of the children of Israel, priests, Levites, singers, and other temple workers, 
went with him to Jerusalem. He left Babylon on the first day of the first month and arrived in Jerusalem 
on the first day of the fifth month,14 since his God was good to him. Ezra was determined to study the 
Law of the LORD, live by it, and teach the Law in Israel.  
 
The King's Letter. Artaxerxes had given Ezra a letter that said, "I decree that all those among the people 
of Israel including the priests and Levites in my realm who want to go to Jerusalem, may go with Ezra, 
who is being sent by the king to inquire about Judah and Jerusalem according to the laws of your God. 
Take along the silver and gold that the king and his advisors are giving to the God of Israel who lives in 
Jerusalem. Also take any silver and gold that you collect in Babylon, along with the freewill offerings of 
the people and priests that have been given for the house of your God in Jerusalem. With this money 
buy bulls, rams, lambs, and drink offerings to offer at the altar of your God in Jerusalem. With the rest of 
the money do whatever seems right to do in keeping with the will of your God. Deliver to the temple in 
Jerusalem the vessels for service in the house of your God that have been given to you. Whatever else 
you need for furnishing the house of your God, pay for from the king's treasury. I, Artaxerxes the king, 
decree to all the treasurers beyond the river to quickly give whatever Ezra the priest asks you to give. 
Also, it is against the law to impose any tax, toll, or tribute on these people. Ezra, you are to place judges 
over all the lands beyond the river. Make sure they know the laws of your God. If they do not know 
them, teach them these laws. If they do not follow the laws of your God, let judgment be executed 
speedily upon them, whether it is death, banishment, confiscation of goods, or imprisonment."  
 
Ezra's Praise. "Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who has put such a thing as this in the king's 
heart, to beautify the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, and has given me such a privilege," Ezra told 
everyone. "I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me, and I gathered leaders 
from the Israelites to go with me."  
 
Preparations before Leaving. "I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava," Ezra wrote, "that we 
might repent before our God and ask Him to give us and our little ones a safe journey. I was ashamed to 
ask the king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against any enemy because we had told the 
king, 'The hand of our God is on all them who seek Him; but His power and His wrath is against those 
who forsake Him.' "  
 
So the people fasted and prayed to God, and He answered their prayers. To 12 of the priests, Sherebiah, 
Hashabiah, and 10 others, Ezra entrusted the silver, gold, and the vessels, the offering for the house of 
God that the king, his counselors, and the Israelites had given. Everything was weighed exactly. "Watch 
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 The rebuilding of the temple began soon after the rise to power of Cyrus, about 539 BC. Under the prodding of 
Haggai and Zechariah, the project was completed about 516 BC. Esther had helped to save the Jewish people 
between 483 BC and 473 BC. 
14

 Ezra left Babylon on the first of Nisan (April 8, 458 BC) and arrived in Jerusalem on the first of Ab (August 4, 458 
BC). 
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them, and keep everything safe until you weigh them before the chief priests and Levites at Jerusalem," 
Ezra told them.  
 
Arrival in Jerusalem. Then the group departed for Jerusalem. The hand of God was upon them, keeping 
them safe from enemies along the way. When they arrived in Jerusalem, they rested for three days 
before delivering the gold, silver, and the vessels to Meremoth, the son of Uriah the priest. Everything 
was checked by number and weight against the list that had been made when they left. 
 
The children of those who had been carried into captivity offered burnt offerings to the God of Israel 
and delivered the king's commissions to the king's officers, who then helped the people and the house 
of God.  
 
Israel Moves to Live by God's Commands. After all this was done, some leaders reported to Ezra that 
the people of Israel, including some priests and Levites, had not kept themselves separated from the 
idolatrous ways of the nearby peoples. Instead, they had married their daughters and mingled with 
these people. 
 
When Ezra heard this, he was appalled. He tore his clothes and pulled hair from his head and beard. He 
sat there until the evening sacrifice. At the evening sacrifice, he rose, standing there in his torn clothes, 
and then fell on his knees with his hands spread out to the LORD and prayed, "My LORD, I am too 
ashamed to face You because our sins are higher than our heads. Because of our sins, we have been 
subjected to captivity, as we are today. In the past, O God, You have been gracious to us. But now, what 
can we say after this? We have disregarded Your commands that You gave to us through Your prophets. 
What has happened to us is the result of our evil deeds. Yet You have punished us less than our sins 
deserve and given us a remnant like this."  
 
While Ezra was praying, people gathered around him. They too wept bitterly. Then Shecaniah said to 
Ezra, "We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women. Yet there is still hope for Israel. 
Let us make a covenant with God to send away these women and their children so we can live according 
to the commands of our God."  
 
So Ezra rose up and made the priests and all Israel take an oath to do what had been suggested. Ezra 
had the heads of all the families investigate each case, and by the first of the month they finished 
dealing with all the men who had married foreign wives.15  
 
Nehemiah's Prayer. About 12 years later, Hanani, one of Nehemiah's brothers, came from Judah with 
several men to visit Nehemiah while he was in the city of Susa. Nehemiah asked them about the Jewish 
remnant that had survived the exile and about Jerusalem.  
 
"The remnant that are left," they told Nehemiah, "are having trouble and are in disgrace. The wall of 
Jerusalem is broken down, and  the gates have been burned." 
 
When Nehemiah heard these words, he sat down and wept. Then he prayed to the God of heaven, "I 
beseech You, O LORD who keeps Your covenant and who has mercy for them who love Him and observe 
His commandments, hear the prayer of Your servant. We, the children of Israel, have sinned against You. 
We have not kept the commandments that You gave to Your servant Moses. Remember what You told 
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 This was probably in late March of 457 BC. 
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Moses when You said, 'If you turn to Me and keep My commandments, I will bring them to the place 
that I have chosen to set My name there.' Now, these are the servants whom You have redeemed. Grant 
me mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.”16  
 
The King's Answer. Four months later,17 when wine was set before King Artaxerxes, Nehemiah gave it to 
the king. Before this he had not looked sad when he was in the king's presence, but this time the king 
said to him, "Why is your face so sad? Are you sick? You must be broken-hearted."  
 
Nehemiah was very much afraid what would happen, but he said, "Let the king live forever. Why 
shouldn't I look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins and the gates have been 
burned down?"  
 
"What do you want to ask?" the king said.  
 
Nehemiah prayed to God before he said, "If it would please you and if your servant has found favor in 
your sight, send me to Judah and the city of my fathers so that I may build it." 
 
So the king sent Nehemiah. The king, also gave him letters so the 
governors would help him reach Judah and so that timber from 
the king's forests would be provided to make beams for the gates 
of the palace and the wall of the city.  
 
When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the servant heard of the 
letters, they were upset that someone had come to seek the 
welfare of the children of Israel. 
 
Nehemiah Inspects the Walls. After Nehemiah had been in 
Jerusalem three days, he arose during the night and took a few 
men with him. He told no one what God had put in his heart to 
do at Jerusalem. He went out the Valley Gate and inspected the 
walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates that 
had been consumed with fire. He went on to the Fountain Gate, 
past the king's pool, viewed the wall, and returned to the Valley 
Gate. He told no one what he had done.  
 
Nehemiah's Call. Then he said to the leaders, officials, and priests, "Look at the trouble we are in. 
Jerusalem lies wasted; the gates are burned. Come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem so that no 
one can make fun of us any longer."  
 
Then Nehemiah told them of how God's hand had been with him and of the king's words.  
 
"Let's get going and rebuild them," they said. So they encouraged one another for this good work.  
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 Nehemiah is planning to talk to the king. Cupbearers often tasted the wine of the king to make sure it was safe. 
Nehemiah evidently was trusted by the king. 
17

 About March or April 445 BC. 
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When Sanballat the Horonite; Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite; and Geshem the Arabian heard what 
was being done, they laughed and said spitefully, "What are you doing? Are you going to rebel against 
the king?"  
 
"The God of heaven," Nehemiah told them, "will help us. We, His servants, will rebuild Jerusalem. You 
have no historic right or claim to any part of it." 
 
Rebuilding the Walls. Then Eliashib the high priest and his brother priests rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They 
dedicated it, replaced the doors, and repaired the walls to the tower of Meah and on to the tower of 
Hananeel. Men of Jericho rebuilt the next section and men from Zaccur the next section. Sons of 
Hassenaah rebuilt the Fish Gate, including the beams, doors, locks, and bars. Jehoiada and Meshullam 
replaced the beams, doors, locks, and bars of the Old Gate. Men from other towns rebuilt other 
sections. Some families repaired the wall near their houses. Hanun and people from Zanoah repaired 
the Valley Gate. Malchiah did the Dung Gate and Shallun the Fountain Gate and the wall by the Pool of 
Siloam to the stairs that come down from the city of David. Many others worked on other parts of the 
wall.  
 
Sanballat's Anger. When Sanballat heard about the rebuilding of the wall, he was angry and mocked the 
Jews. He told his relatives and the army of Samaria, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Are they going 
to fortify themselves?"  
 
And Tobiah the Ammonite said, "If a fox would run on the wall they rebuilt, their stone wall would break 
down."  
 
Then Nehemiah prayed, "Hear, O me, our God. We are being insulted. Turn their insults on them. Do not 
cover their iniquity and do not let their sin be blotted out, for they have made You angry."  
 
So the people rebuilt the wall. It was built to half its original height all the way around the city because 
the people were willing to work.  
 
When Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabians, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of 
Jerusalem were being repaired, they were very angry. They conspired with one another to fight against 
Jerusalem to stop the rebuilding, but the people prayed to God and set up guards day and night.  
 
"Don't be afraid of them," Nehemiah told them. "Remember the LORD, who is great and powerful. Fight 
for your families."  
 
So they continued the work.  
 
Sanballat's Intrigue. When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem, and the rest of Israel's enemies heard that the 
wall was rebuilt, even though the doors were not yet on all the gates, they asked to meet Nehemiah on 
the plain of Ono.  
 
Nehemiah knew that they were planning to harm him, so he refused to meet them. The fifth time they 
sent a messenger, who brought an open letter accusing Nehemiah of building the wall so that the Jews 
could rebel against the king and Nehemiah could become the king. 
 
"Nothing like that has been done," Nehemiah told them. "You have made this up in your own mind."  
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"They are trying to make us afraid so we won't finish our work," Nehemiah told the people. "God, 
strengthen our hands," he prayed.  
 
So despite these difficulties, the wall was finished in 52 days. When all their enemies heard about this 
they were humiliated. They knew now that this work had been done by God.  
 
When the seventh month came,18 people gathered near the Water Gate to have Ezra read the Law of 
Moses. They celebrated, happy to have the Law explained to them. On the second day, Ezra read that in 
the seventh month the people were to live in booths,19 so the people gathered olive, palm, and myrtle 
branches to make the booths. At the end of the month they gathered again to confess their sins and 
promised to bring their gifts to the LORD, to follow the laws of God, and not to neglect the house of 
God. The Levites were brought to Jerusalem at the dedication of the wall.  
 
Nehemiah had gone back to Babylon and so was not in Jerusalem for the dedication. In the 32nd year of 
Artaxerses' reign, he returned to Jerusalem with another group of exiles.20 When he found that some 
laws were not being followed, he warned the people and purified everything that had been polluted. 
Following his reforms, he prayed, "Remember me with favor, O God."  
 
Malachi too called the people to repentance. "When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that 
not wrong?" he asked. "'I will send my messenger21 who will prepare the way before Me,' says the LORD 
Almighty," he told them. "'For you who respect My name, the Sun of Righteousness22 will come with 
healing in His wings." 

 
EZRA, NEHEMIAH, AND MALACHI 

1. For what purposes did Ezra and Nehemiah go to Jerusalem? 
 
 
 

2. How did King Artaxerxes help Ezra? 
 
 
 

3. What idolatrous practices did Ezra find among the Israelites still living in 
Jerusalem? 

 
 
 

4. What obstacles had to be overcome to complete the rebuilding? 
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 October 445 BC. 
19

 The Festival of Booths was a reminder of the wanderings after the exodus (Exodus 23:16b). 
20

 Nehemiah may have returned as late as 425 BC. 
21

 The Hebrew word is mal’aki. It is a prophesy of John the Baptist. 
22

 This is a prophesy concerning Christ, the rising sun of Isaiah 60:1 and Luke 1:78-79. 


