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MAKE UP PACKET – SESSION 5 
THE MINISTRY OF JESUS 

January 2018 
 
 
 

The Goal of This Session: 
 The purpose of this session is to help the student  

1. read and understand about the life and ministry of Jesus; 
2. learn how Jesus taught his followers through parables; 
3. see how Jesus cared for others by performing miracles. 

 
 
 
Directions for Completing This Make Up Packet: 

1. After reading one of the copied readings, turn to the worksheet and answer the 
corresponding questions. Then go on to the next reading, and follow it by answering the 
questions. Each reading has the same heading as the section of questions. 

 
2. Complete the “Family Discussion Guide” which is the normal work to be done at home 

between class sessions. This Guide is to be completed by the student and a parent. 
Instructions are on the Guide.  

 
 
The Make Up Packet is to be completed before the next regular class session. If an extension is 
needed, please speak with DCE Intern Susie or DCE Anna. 
 
Our next class is scheduled for Saturday, February 17, 2018, 10 am – 2 pm. 
 

Student’s Name: 
 

________________________________ 
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Introduction: The Public Ministry of Christ 
 
This period begins with the preaching of John the Baptist. The public ministry of Christ extended over 
three years. During this time Jesus, now about 30 years old according to Luke 3:23, manifested himself 
publicly as the Son of God and the Redeemer of the world. In doing so, he functioned in his threefold 
office of Prophet, Priest and King. 
 
As the great Prophet, foretold long ago by Moses, Jesus preached and taught both publicly and privately. 
As the writer to the Hebrews states, “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
Jesus “taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law” (Matthew 7:29). He 
exhorted all people to repent and invited those who labored and were heavy laden to come to him for 
rest. He fearlessly condemned the religious leaders of his day because of their self-righteousness, 
formalism, and hypocrisy, and he warned the people against these sins. He associated with common 
people, even with publicans and sinners (publicans were collectors of the Roman taxes. In general, they 
were despised because they were agents of the Roman government. The publicans often forced people to 
pay more taxes than were required. As a result, the publicans were often very rich, but the people 
thought they were guilty of graft and thievery) always seeking to bring them to faith and to lead them 
into paths of righteousness. He went about doing good, healing the sick, casting out evil spirits, and 
raising the dead. In this way he supported his preaching and teaching with marvelous works of service to 
help people in need. He called to himself 12 disciples who were to be eyewitnesses of his life and 
ministry; 11 of them would be the great teachers of the church for all ages. Even today he proclaims 
himself to be the Son of God and Redeemer of all through proclamation of the Gospel. 
 
As our High Priest, Jesus led a holy life, perfectly fulfilling the Law for us (active obedience), and he 
sacrificed himself, receiving the punishment for our sins on the cross (passive obedience). He forgives 
our sins and even now intercedes with the Father for all people, just as he prayed for all believers and all 
people while he was on earth. 
 
As King, Jesus exercised his power over nature, sickness, death and the devil and built up his kingdom of 
grace. Even now he rules over all creation with his almighty power, protects his church, and leads his 
church to glory in heaven. 
 
In short, this is the period in which Jesus revealed himself as the long-awaited Savior from sin. 
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10. The First Disciples 
John 1:29-51 

John Testifies to His Disciples about Jesus. One time, 
when John saw Jesus coming toward him, he said, "Look, 
there is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. He is the one I was talking about when I said, 'A man 
is coming after me who is more important than me, for He 
existed before I was even born.' I did not know Him, but I 
came baptizing with water so that He would become 
known to Israel." John spoke about what he had seen at Jesus' baptism: that the Spirit had descended on 
Jesus like a dove, that He had been baptized with the Holy Spirit, and that He was the Son of God.  

The next day, as Jesus was walking by, John stood and said to two of his disciples, "Behold the Lamb 
of God!"  

John, Andrew, and Peter. When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Jesus 
turned and saw them following Him. "What are you looking for?" He asked.  

"Rabbi" (which means Teacher), they asked Him, "where are You staying?"  

"Come and see ," He said to them. So they went with Him and saw where He was staying. They 
stayed with Him the rest of the day, for it was about the 10th hour.1 Andrew, one of the two of John's 
disciples who stayed with Jesus, was Simon Peter's brother. After listening to Jesus, the first thing 
Andrew did was find his own brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah (that is, the 
Christ)." Then he brought him to Jesus.   

When Jesus saw him, He said, "You are Simon, the son of John. Now you will be called Cephas" 
(which, when translated, is Peter).2  

Philip and Nathaniel. The next day Jesus went to Galilee. There He found Philip and said to him, 
"Follow Me."  

Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. Philip went to Nathanael and said to 
him, "We have found Him, the One of whom Moses wrote in the Law and of whom the prophets also 
wrote; He is Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  

"Can anything good come from Nazareth?" Nathanael asked him.  

"Come and see," Philip responded.  

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, He said, "Look! Here comes an Israelite who is not 
filled with guile!"  

"How can You know anything about me?" Nathanael asked.  

"Before Philip even called you," Jesus answered him, "when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."  

"Rabbi," Nathanael said to Him, "You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel."  

                                         
1
 4 p.m. 

2
 Cephas, which is Aramaic, and Peter, which is the Greek form of the name, both mean “rock.” 
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"Do you believe because I said I saw you under the fig tree?" Jesus asked him. "You are going to see 
even greater things than that. Someday you will see heaven open, and you will see the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

 
 
 
10. The First Disciples 

1. Lambs were often used in the sacrifices that God had commanded in the Old Testament. These 
lambs were types (pictures) of Christ. When did Christ, the Lamb of God, sacrifice himself for the 
sins of the world? 

 

 

2. When two of John’s disciples heard him call Jesus “the Lamb of God,” what did they do? 

 

 

3. Andrew was convinced that Jesus was the _______________________________. 

 

 

4. Summarize what Nathaniel believed about Jesus. 
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15. Peter's Catch of Fish  
Luke 5:1-11; Matthew 10:1-10  

The Sermon. One day, as Jesus stood by the Lake of 
Gennesaret.3 The people crowded around Him to hear the 
Word of God. He saw two ships on the shore of the lake, but 
the fishermen were not using them. They were washing their 
nets. Jesus stepped into one of them, which was Simon's, and 
asked him to push the boat out a little from the land. Then He 
sat down and taught the people from the boat.  

The Miracle Catch. When He was finished speaking, He 
said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch."  

"Master, we have worked all the night and have caught nothing," Simon answered Him, "but since 
You say so, I will let down the net."  

When they had done this, they caught a huge number of fish and their net broke. They signaled to 
their partners, who were in the other ship, to come and help them. When they came, they filled both 
boats so full that they began to sink.  

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus' knees and said, "Leave me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man." He was astonished, as were all those who were with him, at the huge number of fish they had 
netted. So were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were Simon's partners. 

 

The Call. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid. From now on you will catch men."  

When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed Him.  

The Twelve Apostles Sent. Sometime later 
Jesus called His4 disciples to Him and gave them 
power to drive out unclean spirits and to heal all 
kinds of sickness and disease. The names of the 12 
apostles whom He sent are these: the first was 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother; James, the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew, the publican; James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite; 
and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.  

These 12 Jesus sent out, telling them, "Do not 
go to the Gentiles or to any Samaritan towns, but go to the lost sheep of Israel. As you travel, tell them, 
'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, and throw out 

                                         
3
 The Lake of Gennesaret, also called the Sea of Tiberias or the Sea of Galilee, is 13 miles long and about 7 miles wide. Now, as 

in the time of the story, it abounds with fish. Among the cities that stood on its shore were Capernaum, Bethsaida, and 
Tiberias. 
4
 Jesus sent out His disciples following the raising of Jairus’ daughter. He also sent out 70 disciples after the raising of the 

young man of Nain (see Luke 10:1-20). 
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devils. You have received these powers for free; give them away freely. Don't worry about what to say. 
When it comes time to speak, you will be given the words to say. You won't be speaking, but the Spirit of 
your Father will speak through you." 

 

 

15. Peter’s Catch of Fish 

1. Why did Jesus get into Simon’s boat? 

2. When he was finished using the boat, what strange direction, according to Simon, did Jesus give 
to Simon? 

3. Describe what happened when Peter followed Jesus’ directions. 

4. What did Jesus mean by the statement “From now on you will catch men”? 
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16. Stilling the Storm, Dealing with the Gergesenes, and 
Healing the Paralytic Man 

Matthew 8:23-24; 9:1-8; Luke 8:22-40;Mark 2:1-12; 4:35-41; 5:1-21  
 

Stilling the Storm. Late one afternoon Jesus got into a boat, and His 
disciples joined Him. As they went, a sudden storm came up on the lake, and 
the waves covered the boat. Jesus was asleep.  

His disciples woke Him up. "Save us, Lord. We're going to drown!" they 
cried.  

"Why are you so afraid?" He asked them. "Do you have so little faith?" 
Then He got up, told the winds and the water to quiet down, and there was a 
great calm.  

The men were amazed. "What kind of a man is this?" they were asking. "Even the winds and the 
water obey Him!" 

Dealing with the Gergesenes.5 When they reached the other side of the lake, the area where the 
Gergesenes live, Jesus met two men possessed by devils. These men were coming out of the graveyards, 
and they looked fierce. No one could travel near the place.  

These men yelled out, "What do You want with us, Jesus, You Son of God? Are You here to torment 
us before the judgment?"  

Jesus Casts Out the Devils. One of them had been bound with ropes and chains, but he continued to 
break loose; no one could control him.  

Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"  

The man answered, "My name is Legion, for we are many."  

Quite far away from them a herd of pigs was feeding. The devils begged Jesus, "If You drive us out, 
make us go into the herd of pigs."  

"Go," He said to them. When the devils left the men, they went into the herd of pigs and the whole 
herd ran violently down a steep bank into the lake and drowned. Those who were taking care of the pigs 
ran into town to tell about everything that had happened and what had become of the devils who had 
possessed the men. Then the whole town came out to meet Jesus. When they saw Him, they begged 
Him to leave the area.  

Healing the Paralytic Man. So Jesus got into a boat and crossed the lake back to His hometown.6 
Here some people brought to Him a paralyzed man lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the 
paralyzed man, "Son, cheer up! Your sins are forgiven."  

Jesus Proves His Divinity. Some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This man is 
blaspheming. Who can forgive sins except God?"  

Then Jesus, who knew what they were thinking, said to them, "Why are you thinking evil thoughts in 
your hearts? Is it easier to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? Just so you know 

                                         
5
 Some texts translate this as Gadarenes or Gerasenes. 

6
 Capernaum 
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that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins," He said, turning to the paralyzed man, "arise, 
take up your bed, and go to your house."  

The man got up and went home. When the crowds saw this, they were amazed and glorified 
God, who had given such power to men. 

 

 
16. Stilling the Storm, Dealing with the Gergesenes, and Healing the Paralytic Man 

1. Compare the demeanor of the disciples with that of Jesus as they are caught in a storm on the 
lake. 

2. How did Jesus help the disciples? 

3. Why did the teachers of the law think Jesus was blaspheming? 
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17. The Daughter of Jairus and the Young Man of Nain  
Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 7:11-17 

Jairus Pleads for Help. While Jesus was talking to His disciples about fasting, Jairus, a ruler, came, 
knelt down in front of Him, and said, "My daughter is dying, but come and lay Your hand on her, and she 
shall live."  

Jesus got up and followed him, and so did His disciples. As they were walking, someone from the 
ruler's house came and said, "Your daughter is dead. Don't trouble the Master anymore."  

When Jesus heard this, He said, "Don't be afraid. Just believe, and she will be made well."  

The Daughter Raised. When Jesus went into the ruler's house, He saw the flute players and the 
people making a noise. He told them, "Go away. The girl isn't dead; she's sleeping."  

They laughed at Him. After the people had been put outside, He went in, took her by the hand, and 
the girl got up and walked. He told them to give her something to eat. The news of this quickly spread all 
around the area.  

Death Enters Nain. Sometime later7 Jesus was going into the town of Nain; many of His disciples and 
a crowd of people were with Him. When He came near the gate of the town, a dead man was being 
carried out, the only son of his mother. She was a widow, and many people of the city were with her.  

The Son Restored to His Mother. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, 
"Don't cry." He touched the bier8 and those who were carrying it stood still. Then He said, "Young man, I 
say to you, 'Get up.' "  

The young man who was dead sat up and began to speak. Then Jesus gave him back to his mother.  

Everyone was overawed by this, and they glorified God. "A great prophet has come among us," they 
said. "God has come to help His people."  

This story about Jesus spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding region. 

                                         
7
 Jesus raised the young man of Nain after He healed the centurion’s servant. See Luke 7. 

8
 An open coffin. 



Make Up Packet – Session 5 - Jesus’ Ministry 10 

17. The Daughter of Jairus and the Young Man of Nain 

1. What did Jairus ask Jesus to do? 

2. What did Jesus do when he heard this request? 

3. What message did Jesus and Jairus receive on the way to Jairus’s home? 

4. Jesus is always concerned about the faith of people. What did Jesus say to strengthen Jairus’s 
faith? 

5. As Jesus entered Nain, what did he do that shows he had compassion on the widow? 

6. What two things did the young man do that showed he had been raised to life? 
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23. The Feeding of the Five Thousand  
Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15 

Seeking Rest. When the apostles returned to Jesus and told Him about what they had done and 
what they had taught,9 He said to them, "Come away to a desert 
place and rest awhile." So many people were coming and going 
that they had no time to rest or even eat. It was nearing the time 
for Passover.  

So they left by boat to go to a deserted place.10 The people 
saw them leaving. Many people knew Jesus, so they ran, coming 
from all the towns around, and got to the place first.  

Jesus Preaches and Heals. When Jesus arrived, He saw how 
many people were there and had compassion on them because 
they were like sheep that had no shepherd. He then began to 
teach them many things, and He healed those who needed healing.  

The Disciples Tested. Late in the day His disciples came to Him and said, "This is a deserted place, 
and it's getting late. Send the people away so that they may go into the country around here and into 
the villages to buy bread. They have nothing to eat." 

"You give them something to eat," He answered. Looking at the huge crowd, He asked Philip, 
"Where could we buy bread for them?" (He knew what He was going to do.)  

"Two hundred denarii would not buy enough food for each of them to have a little piece," Philip said.  

"Should we spend 200 denarii for bread,"11 they asked, "and then feed them?"  

"Find out how many loaves you have," He said to them.  

When they found out, one of the disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said, "A boy is here who 
has five loaves and two small fish, but how far would they go among so many?"  

Jesus Feeds the Multitude. He told them to have everyone sit down in groups on the green grass. So 
they sat down in groups of 100 or groups of 50. 
When He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, 
He looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the 
loaves. He gave the pieces to His disciples to give to 
the people. He did the same with the two fish. 
Everyone ate and was filled. The disciples picked up 
12 baskets full of the leftover bread and fish. About 
5,000 men had eaten, not including the women and 
children 

The Attempt to Make Jesus King. Then the people 
who had seen the miracle that Jesus did said, "This 
really is the prophet who is to come into the world." 
When Jesus saw that they wanted to force Him to be king, He went to a hill to be by Himself. 

                                         
9
 They were returning from their first trip of preaching and doing miracles. 

10
 They evidently crossed to the northeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, near Bethsaida. 

11
 In Jesus’ day, this would be the amount earned in about eight months of work. 
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23. The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

1. Why did a huge crowd follow Jesus along the shore as he crossed the Sea of Galilee (John 6:2)? 

2. Why did Jesus feel that the people were like sheep without a shepherd (Ezekiel 34:2, 5-6; Mark 
6:34)? 

3. What did Jesus do for the people when they came to him (Luke 9:11)? How was Jesus like a 
shepherd? 

4. What effect did this miracle have on the people who were there? 
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24. Jesus Walks on the Sea of Galilee  

Matthew 14:22-34; Mark 6:45-53; John 6:16-21  

 

The Multitudes Are Sent Away. Immediately Jesus urged His 
disciples to get into a boat and go ahead of Him to the other side of 
the Sea of Galilee while He sent the crowds away.12 When they were 
gone, He went up a hill by Himself to pray. When darkness came, He 
was there alone.  

The Fear of the Disciples. The boat, which was crossing the lake 
toward Capernaum, was now in the middle of the lake. It was being 
tossed about by waves because the wind was so strong. In the fourth 
watch of the night13 Jesus went to them, walking on the lake. When 
the disciples saw Him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a 
ghost," they yelled fearfully.  

Immediately Jesus spoke to them. "Take courage! It is I. Don't be 
afraid," He said.  

Peter's Faith. "Lord, if it is You," Peter said, "ask me to come to You on the water."  

"Come," Jesus said.  

Peter stepped out of the boat and walked on the water to go to Jesus, but when he saw the 
boisterous wind, he became afraid and began to sink.  

"Lord, save me!" he yelled.  

Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him. "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" 
He asked.  

When they both had climbed in the boat, the wind stopped blowing. Everyone in the boat worshiped 
Him. "Truly You are the Son of God," they said.  

When they had crossed the lake, they landed at Gennesaret.14  

 

                                         
12

 These were the crowds He had fed earlier. 
13

 The night was divided into four watches: 6-9 pm; 9-12 pm; 12-3 am; and 3-6 am. Jesus came to his disciples between 3 and 
6 am. 
14

 This was a small strip of country on the northwest side of the Sea of Galilee, a plain shut in by hills that was only a few miles 
from Capernaum. 
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24. Jesus Walks on the Sea of Galilee 

1. Why did Jesus go to a mountain? 

2. What made the crossing of the lake difficult? 

3. How did Jesus calm their fears? 

4. When Jesus told Peter to come to him, what did Peter do? 

5. Why did Peter become afraid? 

6. What types of things challenge a Christian’s faith (Luke 17:1-5; Mark 9:17-27)? 

 



Make Up Packet – Session 5 - Jesus’ Ministry 15 

28. The Good Samaritan  
Luke 10:25-37 

 

The Sum of the Law. One time a lawyer, trying to 
trick Jesus, asked Him, "Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?"  

"What is written in the Law?" Jesus replied. "What 
have you read there?"  

"You should love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and you should love your neighbor as yourself."  

"That's the correct answer," Jesus said to him. "Do 
that, and you will live."  

But the man, wanting to justify himself, asked Jesus, 
"Who is my neighbor?" 

The Man Fallen among Thieves. To answer, Jesus 
said, "A certain man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho 
when some thieves attacked him, stripped his clothes 
from him, beat him, and left him half dead. Just then it so 
happened that a priest came along that road; when he 
saw him, he passed by on the other side. Soon afterward, a Levite, when he came to the place where he 
lay, looked at him and passed by on the other side.  

The True Neighbor. "Then a Samaritan;15 as he traveled along the road, came where he was. When 
he saw him, he had compassion on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put him on his own animal, took him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day when 
he had to leave, he took out two denarii16 and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Take care of him,' he told 
him. 'If you spend more, when I come again I will repay you.'  

"Now, which of these three men do you think was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by the 
thieves?" Jesus asked him.  

"The one who showed mercy to him," the lawyer replied.  

"Go and do as he did," Jesus told him. 

 

 

                                         
15

 Jews and Samaritans were bitter enemies at Jesus’ time. 
16

 Denarii were silver coins. Two denarii were the equivalent of two days’ wages and would enable the man to stay at the inn 
for about two months. 
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28. The Good Samaritan 

1. What is so tricky about the lawyer’s question? 

2. Jesus referred the man to the Law. What was the Law’s answer to his question (Deuteronomy 
6:5; Leviticus 19:18; Luke 10:27)? 

3. How would knowing who his neighbor is help the man justify himself? 

4. How were the priest, the Levite, and the young man similar? 

5. What did the Good Samaritan do that illustrates what being a neighbor means? 
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32. The Prodigal Son  
Luke 15:11-32  

 

The Erring Sinner. Jesus told another parable. "A man had 
two sons," He said. "The younger son said to his father, 'Father, 
give me my share of the inheritance.'  

"So the father divided the estate between them. Not many 
days later, the younger son gathered everything of his together 
and traveled to a distant country where he wasted his 
inheritance with riotous living.  

The Penitent Sinner. "When he had spent everything, a 
severe famine came to that land and he needed food. He found 
a job with a citizen of that country who sent him into his fields to 
feed pigs. He would have been glad to eat the husks the pigs ate, 
but no one gave him anything.  

"Finally he came to his senses. 'My father's hired servants 
have plenty of bread to eat and some to spare,' he said, 'and I 
am going to die of hunger! I am going to my father and say to 
him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against-you. I don't deserve to be called your son. Just 
make me one of your hired hands.”’” 

The Forgiving Father. "So he left and went to his father, but when he was still a long way away, his 
father saw him and felt sorry for him. He ran to him and hugged and kissed him.  

" 'Father,' the son said to him, 'I have sinned against heaven and against you. I don't deserve to be 
called your son.'  

"But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him! Put a ring on his hand 
and shoes on his feet! Bring a fattened calf and kill it. Let's eat and celebrate! My son, who was dead, is 
alive again; he was lost, but now he is found.'  

"So they began to celebrate.  

The Self-righteous Brother. "Now the older son was in the field. When he came close to the house, 
he heard music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked, 'What is all this celebrating for?'  

" 'Your brother has returned,' the servant said. 'Your father has killed the fattened calf because he is 
back safe and sound.'  

"The older son was so angry that he would not go in the house, so his father came out and begged 
him to join them. 'I have been working like a slave for you all these years,' the son said. 'I haven't 
disobeyed your orders at any time, and you never gave me a little goat so that I could celebrate with my 
friends! But as soon as this son of yours, who wasted the inheritance you gave him by living with 
prostitutes, came home, you killed the fattened calf for him!'  

" 'Son,' the father said to him, 'you have always been with me; all that I have is yours. It is right to 
celebrate and be glad because your brother was dead, but now he is alive again. He was lost, but now he 
has been found.' "  
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32. The Prodigal Son 
1. What fault did the Pharisees find with Jesus (Luke 15:2)? 

2. How are the actions of the younger son like the actions of all sinners? 

3. What does it mean to “confess” your sins? 

4. When his son returned, what did the father ask the whole household to do? Why? 

5. How is the older son like the Pharisees? 

6. By telling this parable, what was Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees who criticized him? 
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35. The Raising of Lazarus  
John 11  

 

The Sickness and Death of Lazarus. 
Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his 
sisters, Mary and Martha. Mary is the one who 
had anointed the Lord. The sisters sent 
someone to tell Jesus, "Lord, the one You love 
is sick."  

When Jesus heard this news, He said, "This 
sickness will not end in death. It is meant to 
bring glory to God. It will glorify the Son of 
God."  

Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and 
Lazarus, but when He heard that Lazarus was 
sick, He stayed two days where He was. After that, He said to His disciples, "Let's go to Judea again. Our 
friend Lazarus is sleeping. I need to go and wake him up."  

"Lord, if he has fallen sleep," his disciples said, "he will get well."  

Jesus meant that he was dead, but his disciples thought that He was saying Lazarus was getting some 
rest. Then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sakes, I am glad that I was not there. I 
want you to believe, so let's go to him."  

Mary and Martha. When Jesus arrived, He found out that Lazarus had been in the grave four days 
already. Many Jews had come to comfort Martha and Mary at the death of their brother. Martha, as 
soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but Mary stayed in the house. "Lord, if You 
had been here," Martha told Jesus, "my brother would not have died. But I know that even now, God 
will give You whatever You ask."  

"Your brother will rise again," Jesus said to her.  

"I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the Last Day," Martha said to Him.  

"I am the resurrection and the life," Jesus replied. "He who believes in Me, even though he dies, will 
live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"  

"Yes, Lord," she told Him. "I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the 
world."  

After she said this, she went to tell her sister Mary, "The Master has arrived and is asking for you." 
When Mary heard that, she quickly got up and went to meet Him. Jesus had not yet come into town, but 
was still where Martha had met Him. When the Jews who were with Mary in the house comforting her 
saw her get up and leave, they followed her. "She is going to the grave to mourn there," they said.  

Jesus' Grief. When Mary came to where Jesus was, she fell down at His feet and said to Him, "Lord, if 
You had been here, my brother would not have died."  

When Jesus saw her and all the Jews who had come with her crying, He was deeply moved and 
troubled in spirit. "Where did you bury him?" He asked.  
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"Lord, come and see," they said to Him. Jesus cried.  

"Look how He loved him!" the Jews said. Some of them said, "Couldn't this man, who opened the 
eyes of the blind, have kept this man from dying?"  

Lazarus Raised. Jesus came to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone was lying across the entrance. 
"Take away the stone," Jesus said.  

"Lord," Martha said, "by this time he smells! He has been dead four days."  

"Didn't I tell you that if you believe, you would see the glory of God?" Jesus asked.  

So they moved the stone aside. Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard 
Me. I know that You always hear Me, but because of all the people who are standing here, I am saying 
this so that they may believe that You have sent Me." Then He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, 
come out!" Then the dead man came out, bound hand and foot with grave clothes. His face was 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unwrap him, and let him go."  

The Effect on the Jews. Many of the Jews who had come with Mary and had seen the things Jesus 
had done believed in Him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 
They called a council of the chief priests and the Pharisees to plan how they might put Him to death.  

Because of this, Jesus did not walk openly among the Jews, but went to the country near the 
wilderness, staying in the town of Ephraim with His disciples. The Jews expected Him to celebrate the 
Passover, so they looked for Him at the temple. "Do you think He will come?" they asked. The chief 
priests and Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where Jesus was, they should tell them so 
they could arrest Him. 

 
35. The Raising of Lazarus 

1. What message did Mary and Martha send to Jesus? 

2. According to Jesus, what was the purpose of Lazarus’ sickness? 

3. What did Martha tell Jesus when he arrived? 

4. Summarize the message of assurance that Jesus spoke to Martha. 

5. Why did Jesus raise Lazarus from death? 


