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MAKE UP PACKET – SESSION 2 
FROM CREATION TO MOSES 

October 2017 
 

The Goal of This Session: 
 The purpose of this session is to help the student  

1. understand that God created the whole world and all that is in it.  
2. understand that God made a covenant with Abraham and chose him to 

be the father of a great nation. 
3. understand that God is always faithful to his promises. 

 
 
Directions for Completing This Make Up Packet: 

1. Read the printed Bible stories reprinted from “A Bible History.” After some 
of the sections are questions to help guide you in understanding the 
material. 

 
2. Complete the “Family Discussion Guide” which is the “normal” work to be 

done at home between class sessions. This Guide is to be completed by the 
student and a parent. Instructions are on the Guide.  

 
 
The Make Up Packet is to be completed before the next regular class session. If an 
extension is needed, please speak with DCE Anna or DCE Intern Susie. 
 
Our next class is scheduled for Saturday, November 18, 2017, 10 am – 2 pm. 
 

Student’s Name: 
 

________________________________ 

JUST A NOTE: 
The key to completing these 
worksheets is to read the footnotes 
as you read through the chapters. 
Many times the information in the 
footnotes is needed to be able to 
answer the questions. 
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1. The Creation 
 

Heaven and Earth; Light; Night and Day. In the 

beginning God created1 heaven and earth. The 

earth was without form; it was empty.  Darkness 

was over the surface of the deep water. And the 

Spirit of God moved over the surface of the waters.  

 

And God said, "Let there be light," and there was 

light. And God saw that the light was good. Then 

God divided the light from the darkness. God called 

the light Day and the darkness Night. And evening 

came, then morning-the first day.2  

 

The Sky. And God said, "Let there be a space in the 

waters to separate the waters." And God made the 

space, dividing the waters that were under the 

space from the waters that were above the space; 

and it was so. And God called the space Sky. And 

evening came, then morning-the second day.  

 

Land and Seas; Plants. And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 

and let the dry land appear." And it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; the waters gathered 

together He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.  

 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth plants that produce seed and fruit trees that produce their own 

kind of fruit from seeds inside the fruit." And it was so. And evening came, then morning-the third day.  

 

Sun, Moon, and Stars. And God said, "Let there be lights in the sky to divide the day from the night; and 

let them be signs that mark seasons and days and years. Let there be lights in the sky to give light to the 

earth." And it was so.  

 

And God made two great lights, the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night. He 

also made the stars. And God saw that it was good. And evening came, then morning-the fourth day.  

 

Birds and Water Animals. And God said, "Let the waters teem with living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth in the sky." And God created great creatures of the sea, every living creature that moves 

in the water, and every winged bird. And God saw that it was good. He blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful 

                                         
1
 Made out of nothing using the power of God’s Word. 

2
 Twenty-four hours. 
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and multiply; let creatures fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And evening 

came, then morning-the fifth day. 

  

Land Animals and Man. And God said, "Let the earth produce living creatures, each according to its 

kind, cattle, creeping things, and the living things of the earth, each according to its kind." And it was so. 

And God saw that it was good.  

 

And God said, "Let Us3 make people in Our image, after Our likeness.4 Let them rule over the fish in the 

sea, the birds in the air, over the cattle, over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that moves on 

the ground." So God created people in His own image, in the image of God He created them; He created 

them male and female. And God blessed them. God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, replenish the 

earth and control it; rule over the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth."  

 

And God saw that everything He had made was very good. And evening carne, then morning-the sixth 

day.  

 

The Sabbath. So the heavens and the earth and everything in them were finished. And God rested on 

the seventh day. He blessed the seventh day and sanctified5 it, because on that day He rested from all 

His work. 

 

THE CREATION 
 

1. What does the word “create” mean? 
 
 

2. What statements in the creation account indicate that the triune God created 
everything?  

 
 

3. Place the letter of the created item on the correct line to match it with the day on 
which it was created: 

 
 _____ First Day  a. Animals living in the air and water 
 _____ Second Day  b. Dry land and plants 
 _____ Third Day  c. Luminaries (sun, moon, stars) 
 _____ Fourth Day  d. Light 
 _____ Fifth Day  e. Land animals, people 
 _____ Sixth Day  f. Space for air (the firmament) 
 
 4.  What did God do on the seventh day? What example was he setting for his people? 

                                         
3
 The triune God 

4
 Different from the other creatures that God made; resembling God: rational, knowing God, righteous, holy. 

5
 Set it apart for God’s purposes. 
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2. Adam and Eve in Paradise  
 
Genesis 2  

 
The Creation of the Man. The LORD God formed 
man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life,6 and man became a 
living being.7 
  
Paradise. The LORD God planted a garden to the 
east in Eden; and there He put the man whom He 
had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made 
all kinds of trees grow that are pleasant to the sight 
and good for food, including the tree of life8 in the 
middle of the garden and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.9 
 
Then the LORD God took the man and put him into 
the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and take care of it.  
 
The Divine Commandment. The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the 
garden you may freely eat, but you shall not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
On the day that you eat of it, you shall surely die."  
 
The Creation of the Woman; the Institution of Marriage. Then the LORD God said, "It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make a helper for him." When the LORD God formed 
every beast of the field and every fowl of the air out of the ground, He brought them to the 
man (Adam) to see what he would call them, and whatever Adam called each living creature, 
that was its name. Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of 
the field; but no suitable helper was found for Adam.  
 
Then the LORD God caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep. After He took one of his ribs, He 
closed up the flesh. From the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man, He made a 
woman and brought her to the man. Adam said, "Now this is bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh. She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man." Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother and shall live with his wife, and they shall be one flesh. The man 
and his wife were both naked and didn't feel ashamed.  
 

 

                                         
6
 Gave him life 

7
 A rational, immortal being 

8
 Its fruit gave life forever (Genesis 3:22) 

9
 A tree placed there to test man’s obedience to God 
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3. The Fall into Sin  
 
Genesis 3  

 
The Temptation. Now the snake was more subtle10 

than any of the other animals that the LORD God had 

made. He asked the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You 

shall not eat fruit from any tree in the garden’?” The 

woman answered the serpent, “We may eat of the 

fruit of the tree: of the garden. But God said, ‘Do not 

eat the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden. Don't even touch it, or you will die.’” 

  

“You will not die,” the snake said to the woman. “God 

knows that the day you eat any of the fruit, your eyes 

will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.”  

 

The Fall. When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good to eat, that it was pleasant 

to look at, and that it would make a person wise, she took some of the fruit and ate it. She also 

gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it also. 

 

Immediate Effects. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were 

naked. They sewed fig leaves together to make clothes to cover themselves.  

 

Later they heard the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool part of the day. Adam and his 

wife hid themselves from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  

 

The LORD God called to Adam, "Where are you?  

 

Adam answered, "I heard You in the garden. I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid myself."  

 

Then God said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten fruit from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat?"  

 

The man answered, "The woman You made to be with me gave me some of the fruit, and I ate 

it."  

 

                                         
10

 More cunning, wily, crafty. It was the devil who spoke through the snake. 
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Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What have you done?"  

 

"The snake beguiled me, and I ate," the woman answered.  

 

The Sentence and Promise. Then the LORD God said to the snake, "Because you have done this, 

you are cursed more than all cattle and every beast of the field. You will crawl on your belly, 

and you will eat dust all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman and 

between your seed and her Seed. He shall crush your head, and you shall bruise His heel."  

 

To the woman he said, "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and increase your pain in 

childbearing; your desire will be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."  

 

To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from when I said, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground 

because of you. You will eat your food in sorrow all the days of your life. Thorns and thistles will 

grow from the ground; you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you will eat 

bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. Dust you are, and to dust 

shall you return."  

 

Paradise Closed. Adam named his wife Eve11 because she was the mother of all living.  

 

For Adam and his wife the LORD God made coats of skins to clothe them.  

 

And the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become as one of us, to know good and evil." 

Now, so that he wouldn't reach out his hand and take fruit from the tree of life and eat and live 

forever, the LORD God sent him out of the Garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was 

taken. So the LORD God drove out the man. He placed  

angels to the east of the Garden of Eden with flaming swords that turned every way, to guard 

the way to the tree of life. 

                                         
11

 Means “living” or “life”. 
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THE FALL INTO SIN 
 

1. What was the effect on Eve of the devil’s words, “Did God really say, ‘You shall 
not eat fruit from any tree in the garden?’” 

 
 
 
 

2. According to the devil, what would be the benefit of eating of the tree? 
 
 
 
 

3. Why did Adam and Eve hide from God? 
 
 
 
 

4. How did God show his love for Adam and Eve? 
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8. The Call of Abram 
 
Genesis 12-14 
 
His Father's House. Terah, a descendant of Shem, lived in the city of Ur of the Chaldeans with 
his three sons, Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran's son was named Lot. After Haran died in Ur, 
Terah moved his family to the city of Haran in Mesopotamia;12 where they settled. Terah served 
other gods.  
 
God's Call. Now the LORD said to Abram, "Move out of your country and away from your 
relatives and your father's family to a land that I will show you. I will make your family a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great. Your family shall be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. Through you shall all people of the 
earth be blessed."  
 
Abram Moves to Canaan. So Abram departed, as the LORD had told him. Abram was 75 years 
old when he left Haran. Abram took with him Sarai, his wife; his nephew Lot; all the things they 
owned; and the family members they had added in Haran.  
 
When they came to Canaan, they traveled to Shechem, on the plain of Moreh, where the 
Canaanites lived. The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will give this 
land." There Abram built an altar to the LORD.  
 
Abram and Lot Separate. Abram was very rich. He owned cattle, silver, and gold. He returned 
to Bethel. Lot also owned flocks, herds, and tents. The land was not able to support them so 
that they could live near each other. The men who watched Abram's herds argued with the 
men who watched Lot's herds. Abram finally said to Lot, "Let us not have any fighting between 
ourselves or between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are relatives. The whole land 
lies before you. Separate yourself from me. If you choose to go to the left, then I will go to the 
right; or if you go to the right, then I will go to the left."  
 
Lot looked over the valley and saw all the plain of the Jordan River. It was well watered 
everywhere, just like the garden of the LORD. Then Lot chose to live in the plain of the Jordan 
River. He journeyed east. Abram lived in the land of Canaan, and Lot lived near the cities of the 
plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. The men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked sinners 
before the LORD.  

Abram Reassured. Then the LORD said to Abram, after Lot was separated from him, "Lift up 
your eyes; look north, south, east, and west. All the land you see I will give to you and to your 
family forever. I will make your descendants as numerous as the dust of the earth." Then 
Abram moved his tents and lived in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron. He built an altar 
there to make offerings to the LORD.  

                                         
12

 Mesopotamia was a country between the Euphrates River and the Tigris River. 
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Lot Captured and Rescued. Soon thereafter four kings went to war with the kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. When the armies of the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah had to retreat, the four 
kings took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food and went their way. They 
also took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who lived in Sodom, along with all his goods.  

When Abram heard that Lot was taken captive, he armed his 318 trained servants and pursued 
the kings to Dan. There he divided his forces, attacked at night, and defeated them. Abram 
brought back all the captured goods. He also brought back his nephew Lot, his goods, and all 
the women and the other people. Abram would take no reward from the kings. Instead, he 
gave a gift of a tithe to Melchizedek, a priest of God Most High who had blessed Abram, 
saying, "May God Most High bless Abram, and blessed be God who gave Abram's enemies into 
his hands." 

 
 
THE CALL OF ABRAM 
 
The following questions relate to the reading “8. The Call of Abram” 
After reading the chapter, answer the following questions.  
 

1. God also gave Abram four promises at the same time that he asked him to give 
up some things. Write the four promises God made to Abram. 

 
 
 
 
 

2. How did Abram respond to God’s request? 
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9. Abram's Faith  
 
Genesis 15-18 
 
God's Renewed Promise. Abram lived by the oaks of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar 
to the LORD. Then the LORD spoke to Abram in a vision, saying, "Fear not, Abram: I am your 
shield and your exceedingly great reward."  
 
Abram said, "LORD God, what will you give me, since I am childless and the steward of my 
house, Eliezer of Damascus, will inherit everything my children should inherit?"  
 
The LORD answered him, saying, "Eliezer shall not be your heir." Then God took him outside 
and said, "Look up to the heavens and tell me the number of stars, if you can. That is how many 
descendants of your own you will have." Abram believed in the LORD, and the LORD  
counted it to him for righteousness.  
 
The Covenant. When the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep. Then the LORD 
God said to Abram, "Believe this: your descendants will live as strangers and slaves in a country 
that is not theirs for 400 years. I will judge that country, and your descendants will leave with a 
great amount of property. You will die in peace after you have lived to a good old age." When 
the sun went down, the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your seed I have given 
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river Euphrates."  
 
Later, when Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am the 
almighty God; walk before Me, and be perfect. I will make a covenant between us and will give 
you many descendants." Abram fell on his face, and God said to him, "Your name will no longer 
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham;13 for I have made you a father of many nations. 
My covenant is that I will be a God to you and to your descendants. Every male child born 
among you shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised as a sign of the covenant between us. 
Every eight-day-old boy shall be circumcised. Any boy not circumcised shall be cut off from his 
people because he has broken My covenant." 
 
Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai, your wife, her name shall no longer be Sarai, but it 
shall be Sarah.14 I will bless her. She will be the mother of your son, yes, a mother of nations. 
Some of her descendants will be kings of the people."  
 
Announcement of Isaac's Birth. When Abraham was 99, the LORD appeared to him again in the 
plains of Mamre as he sat in the tent door during the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and 
saw three men15 coming. He ran to meet them and bowed down to the ground. "My lord," 

                                         
13

 Abraham means “father of many.” Abram means “exalted father.” 
14

 Sarah means “princes,” a mother of nations and kings. In this case, she would be an ancestor of the heavenly 
King, Jesus Christ. 
15

 Two angels and the Son of God 
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Abraham said, "if I have found favor in your sight, stay here. I will have water brought, and you 
can wash your feet and rest under the tree. I will get some bread so you can eat and rest. After 
that you can continue your journey."  
 
And they said, "Do as you have said."  
 
So Abraham went into the tent to Sarah and said, "Quick, get three measures of fine meal, 
knead it, and make cakes." Abraham ran to the herd and brought a calf that was tender and 
good to eat. He gave it to a young man to cook. Abraham then took butter, milk, bread, and the 
veal that had been prepared and served it to them. He stood under the tree nearby as they ate.  
 
"Where is Sarah, your wife?" they soon asked.  
 
"She is in the tent," Abraham replied.  
 
"I will certainly return to you in about nine months," one of the men said. "By then Sarah will 
have a son."  
 
Sarah heard what was said as she stood in the tent door behind Him. She laughed to herself, 
thinking, "Shall I have such a pleasure when both Abraham and I are so old?"  
 
The LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall I bear a child when I am so 
old?' Is anything too hard for the LORD? In nine months I will return to you. By then Sarah shall 
have a son."  
 
Sarah denied what had happened. "I did not laugh," she said. She was afraid.  
 
The LORD said to her, "No, you did laugh."  
 
Before the three men left, they talked to Abraham 
about other things that would soon happen. 
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11. The Offering of Isaac  
Genesis 21-22 
 
Birth of Isaac. When Abraham was 100 years old, the LORD caused Sarah to conceive, as He had 
said. She gave birth to a son of Abraham at the time God had indicated. Abraham named his 
son Isaac16 and circumcised him when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.  
 
God's Command. After these things, God decided to test Abraham, so He said to him, 
"Abraham!" Abraham replied, "Here I am."  
 
Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah17 and sacrifice him as a burnt offering upon one of the mountains that I will tell you of."  
 
Abraham's Obedience. Abraham got up early in the morning and saddled his donkey. He took 
two of his young men and Isaac, his son, with him to cut the wood for the burnt offering. Then 
he went to the place that God had told him. On the third day of the trip Abraham looked up and 
saw the place some distance away, so Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the 
donkey. The lad and I will go over there and worship. Then we'll come back to you."  
 
So Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son, Isaac. He took the fire in 
his hand and a knife, and they walked together. Soon Isaac spoke to Abraham, his father, 
saying, "My father."  
 
''I'm here, my son," he answered.  
 
Isaac said, "I see the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"  
 
Abraham replied, "My son, God will provide Himself with a lamb for a burnt offering." So they 
went on together. Soon they came to the place that God had told him of, and Abraham built an 
altar there. He laid the wood in order and then bound Isaac, his son, and laid him on the wood 
on top of the altar. Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  
 
The Purpose of the Trial Revealed. Then the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, "Abraham, Abraham!"  
 
He said, "I'm here."  
 
The angel said, "Don't touch the boy, and don't do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 
God. I have seen that you have not refused to give your son, your only son, to Me." 
 

                                         
16

 Isaac means “laughter” 
17

 Moriah is the high hill on which the temple in Jerusalem was later built. 
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Abraham looked around and saw behind him a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham 
took the ram and offered it as a burnt offering instead of his son. He called that place Jehovah 
jireh, which means "In the mount of the LORD it will be provided."  
 
The Promise Renewed. Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham out of heaven a second 
time, saying, "'I swear by Myself,' says the LORD, 'because you have done this and have not 
refused to give your son, your only son, I will bless you. I will give you as many descendants as 
there are stars in the sky and as there is sand on the seashore. Your descendants will capture 
their enemies' cities. In your Descendant shall all the nations of the earth be blessed because 
you have obeyed My voice. ",  
 
So Abraham returned to his young men, and they went together to Beersheba; and Abraham 
lived in Beersheba.  
 
Sarah's Death. When Sarah was 127 years old, she died in Kirjatharba or Hebron, in the land of 
Canaan. Abraham buried Sarah in the nearby cave of Machpelah, which he had bought for 400 
shekels of silver. 

 
 
THE OFFERING OF ISAAC 
 

1. What sacrifice did God ask Abraham to 
make? 

 
 
 
 

2. Since Isaac was Abraham and Sarah’s only 
son, why might Abraham have questioned 
God’s command to sacrifice Isaac? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. By his actions, what did Abraham show to God? 
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13. Isaac Blesses His Children  
Genesis 25-27 
 
Esau Despises His Birthright. Isaac was 40 years old when Rebekah 
became his wife. Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife 
because she was barren. The LORD heard his prayer, and Rebekah 
conceived twins who struggled within her even before they were 
born. When Rebekah prayed to the LORD, asking why this was 
happening, the LORD answered, "Two nations are in your womb. 
The one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the 
older son's descendants shall serve the younger one's descendants."  
 
When the twins were born, the first boy was very red and covered 
all over with hair. They named him Esau.18 When his brother was born, his hand was holding on 
to Esau's heel. They named him Jacob. Isaac was 60 years old when the boys were born. When 
the boys grew up,  
Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field, and Jacob was a quiet man who lived in the 
tents. Isaac loved Esau because he liked to eat wild game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.  
 
One day Jacob was cooking some food when Esau came in from the field and was very hungry. 
Esau said to Jacob, "Quick, feed me. Let me have some of that red meat. I am famished." That is 
why he is called Edom.19  
 
Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright20 first."  
 
"I am about to die!" Esau replied. "What good will this birthright do me?"  
 
"Swear to me first that you have given it to me," Jacob said. So Esau swore an oath to him, and 
he sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and the stew of red meat and peas. 
Esau ate and drank, got up, and went his way. In this way Esau despised his birthright. 
 
When Esau was 40 years old, he married Judith, the daughter of Beeri, a Hittite, and 
Bashemath, the daughter of Elon, also a Hittite. Both wives brought grief to both Isaac and 
Rebekah.  
 
Isaac and Rebekah Differ. When Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could not see, 
he called Esau, his oldest son, to him and said, "My son, I am old. I do not know when I will die, 
so take your weapons, your bow and arrows, and go out to the field and get some game. Make 

                                         
18

 Esau means “hairy.” Jacob means “he holds the heel.” 
19

 Edom means “red.” 
20

 By birthright the oldest son became head of the family and inherited twice as much as the other children in the 
family when the father died. In Isaac’s family, this also meant that Jacob’s descendants would inherit the Promised 
Land and one of this descendants would be the Savior, as promised to Abraham. 
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a delicious meal, the kind I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat. Then I will be ready to 
bless you before I die.”21 
 
Rebekah heard what Isaac said to Esau. When Esau went to the field to hunt for game, Rebekah 
said to Jacob, "I heard your father say to Esau, 'Bring me game, and make me a delicious meal 
so that I may eat it. Then I will bless you before the LORD before I die.' Now, my son, do what I 
tell you. Go to the flock and bring two good, young goats. I will use them to make a delicious 
meal for your father, just as he loves. You will take it to your father so that after he eats it, he 
will bless you before he dies."  
 
Jacob said to Rebekah, his mother, "Listen, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and my skin is 
smooth. My father will touch me and know I am a deceiver. Then I will bring a curse upon me, 
not a blessing."22  
 
His mother replied, "Any curse can fall on me. Just do what I say.  Bring the goats."  
 
The Blessing Given to Jacob. So Jacob obeyed his mother, and she made a delicious meal, like 
his father loved. Then Rebekah took some of her oldest son Esau's best clothes, which were in 
the house, and put them on Jacob, her younger son. She also put the skins of the young goats 
on his hands and on the skin of his neck. She gave the savory meat and the bread that she had 
prepared to Jacob to deliver to his father.  
 
When he went to his father, he said, "My father."  
 
Isaac said, "Yes. Are you my son?" 
 
Jacob replied, "I am Esau, your firstborn son. I have done 
just as you asked me. Get up. Sit here and eat this meal so 
you can bless me."  
 
"How could you hunt and prepare it so quickly, my son?" 
Isaac asked.  
 
"The LORD your God brought it to me," Jacob said.  
 
Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Come near so that I may touch you, my son. I need to be sure that 
you are my son Esau." So Jacob went close to Isaac. He felt him and said, "The voice is Jacob's 
voice, but the hands are Esau's hands." He didn't recognize Jacob because his hands were as 
hairy as his brother Esau's hands. Again he said, "Are you my son Esau?"  

                                         
21

 This was Isaac’s mistake, since he knew God had told Rebekah that the older son would serve the younger 
(Genesis 25:23). 
22

 Rebekah tried to undo Isaac’s mistake, but her method was wrong and showed a lack of trust in God to keep His 
promises. 
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Jacob said, "I am."  
 
Then Isaac said, "Bring the meal to me. I will eat of my son's meal so that my soul may bless 
you."  
 
So Jacob brought it to him, and he ate. He also brought Isaac wine, and Isaac drank it. Then 
Isaac said to him, "Come near, now, and kiss me, my son." So he came near and kissed him. 
Isaac knew the smell of the clothing, so he blessed Jacob, saying, "I know the smell of my son is 
like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. May God give you the dew of heaven and the 
plenty of the earth, with plenty of com and wine. May people serve you and nations bow down 
to you. Rule over your brothers, and let them bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who 
curses you, and blessed be everyone who blesses you."  
 
Esau's Return. As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and just after Jacob had left his 
father, Esau came in from his hunting. He also made a delicious meal and brought it to his 
father. He said, "Get up, Father, and eat of this wild game, so that you may bless me."  
 
Isaac said to him, "Who are you?"  
 
He said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau."  
 
Isaac trembled excitedly and said, "Who? Where is the one who brought me game? Before you 
came I ate a meal and blessed him. Yes, and he must stay blessed.”23 
 
When Esau heard what his father said, he yelled out bitterly to his father, "Bless me also, my 
father!"  
 
Isaac said, "Your brother came subtly and has taken away your blessing." 
 
Esau said, "He surely is named correctly, for he has taken my place two times, first when he 
took away my birthright and now when he has taken away my blessing." Then he said, "Have 
you no blessing for me?"  
 
Isaac answered Esau, "I have made him your lord, and all his brothers are to be his servants. 
What have I left to give?"  
 
Then Esau cried with a loud voice.  
 
"Listen," Isaac said, "you will live away from the fertile places on earth, away from places with 
plenty of water. You will live by your sword, and you will serve your brother. In time you will 
break away from this yoke." 

                                         
23

 Isaac here realized his mistake of planning to bless Esau when Jacob was supposed to receive the blessing.  
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14. Jacob's Ladder  
 
Genesis 27-29 
 
Esau's Hatred. Now Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing his father had given to him, and Esau said in his 
heart, "When my father dies and the days of mourning for 
him are over, I will kill my brother Jacob."  
 
Rebekah heard Esau, her older son, say this, so she sent for 
Jacob, her younger son, and said to him, "Listen, your 
brother Esau is consoling himself by planning to kill you. 
Now, listen to me. Run away to my brother Laban in Haran. 
Stay with him until your brother's anger goes away. When 
your brother stops being angry at you and he forgets what 
you have done to him, I will send for you."  
 
Plans for Jacob's Marriage. Then Rebekah went to Isaac and said, "If Jacob marries one of the 
Hittite women, like the ones who married Esau, why should I go on living?" So Isaac called 
Jacob, blessed him, and urged him, saying, "Do not look for a wife among the Canaanites. Go to 
Padanaram, to Bethuel, your grandfather. Marry someone from your uncle Laban's family. May 
God Almighty bless you with many children and give you the blessing of Abraham so that you 
and your family inherit the land that God gave to Abraham."24 Then Isaac sent Jacob to 
Padanaram to live with Laban. Esau later married Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael.  
 
Jacob's Dream and Blessing. Jacob traveled from Beersheba toward Haran. Stopping at one 
place to spend the night, he took a stone, put it down for his pillow, and lay down to sleep. He 
had a dream in which he saw a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. 
The angels of God were ascending and descending on it.25 The LORD stood above it and said, "I 
am the LORD God of Abraham, your father, and the God of Isaac. I will give to you and your 
descendants the land on which you lie. Your descendants shall be as numerous as the dust of 
the earth, and they will spread abroad, to the west, east, north, and south. Through you and 
your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed26 Now listen, I am with you. I will 
keep you everywhere you go, and I will bring you again to this land. I will not leave you."  
 
Jacob's Vow. Jacob awakened from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I 
did not know it. This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."  
 
Then Jacob rose up early in the morning, took the stone that he had put down for his pillow, set 

                                         
24

 Isaac is now convinced that the blessing of Abraham was to go to Jacob and not to Esau. 
25

 Here is a sign that the Lord is offering to be Jacob’s God. Jesus is the only bridge between heaven and earth, the 
only mediator between God and men (1 Timothy 2:5). 
26

 Here again God reiterates that the Savior was to come through Jacob’s family. 
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it up for a pillar, and poured oil on the top of it. He named that place Bethel27 Then Jacob made 
a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and keep me in the way that I go and give me bread to 
eat and clothes to put on so that I come again to my father's house in peace, then shall the 
LORD be my God. And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, shall be God's house. I will 
surely give You, LORD, one tenth of all You give me."  
 
Arrival at Laban's Home. Then Jacob continued his journey and came to the land of the eastern 
people. He saw a well in a field with three flocks of sheep lying nearby, because the shepherds 
watered their flocks from the well. A great stone covered the well's mouth. Jacob said to the 
shepherds, "My brothers, where are you from?" 
 
They said, "We are from Haran."  
 
He said to them, "Do you know Laban, Nahor's son?"  
 
"We know him," they replied.  
 
"Is he well?" Jacob asked.  
 
"He is well," they said. "Rachel, his daughter, is coming with his sheep."  
 
When Jacob saw Rachel with the sheep, he rolled the stone from the well's mouth and helped 
water the flock. Then Jacob kissed Rachel and, crying with joy, told her that he was her father's 
nephew and Rebekah's son.28 She ran and told her father. When Laban heard the news, he ran 
to meet him, embraced him, kissed him, and brought him to his house. 

 
JACOB’S LADDER 
 

1. Why did Jacob leave home to go live with his uncle Laban? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Describe the dream Jacob had one night and what promises did God make to 
Jacob? 

 
 
 
 
 

                                         
27

 Bethel means “house of God.” 
28

 Once he left home, Jacob probably did not see his mother, Rebekah again. 
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16. Jacob's Return  
Genesis 32-35  
 
Jacob's Message to Esau. Jacob sent messengers ahead of him 
to Esau, his brother, to tell him, "Your servant Jacob says, 'I 
have lived with Laban until now. I have oxen, cattle, flocks, and 
men and women servants. I send you this news so that I may 
find grace in your sight."  
 
The messengers returned to Jacob and reported, "We went to 
your brother. He is coming to meet you with 400 men."  
 
Then Jacob was greatly afraid and troubled. He divided the 
people, flocks, herds, and camels with him into two bands. "If 
Esau comes upon one company and destroys it, the other group can escape," he said.  
 
Jacob's Prayer. Then Jacob prayed, "0 God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, 
the LORD who said to me, 'Return to your country and to your family, and I will treat you well,' I 
am not worthy of even the smallest of all Your mercies that You have shown to Your servant. 
Now I have had to divide my possessions into two bands. Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of 
my brother, Esau, for I am afraid he will come and destroy me, the mothers, and their children. 
You have promised that You would be kind to me and would make my descendants as many as 
the sand of the sea."  
 
That night Jacob prepared presents for Esau, including goats, ewes, rams, camels with their 
colts, cows, bulls, and donkeys. Then he took the animals in groups, with a space between 
them, toward a place where they would meet Esau. When each group met Esau, Jacob 
instructed them to say, "They are your servant Jacob's and are sent as a present for you." He 
gave the same instruction to each group, hoping to find out how Esau felt about him. That night 
Jacob had his two wives, the two women servants, his 11 sons, and all his remaining property 
cross the brook Jabbok at a ford.  
 
Jacob's Faith. Jacob was left alone. All that night he wrestled a Man29 until the next morning. 
When the Man saw that He could not defeat Jacob.30 He struck the inside of his leg, putting his 
hip out of joint. And He said, "Let me go. Morning is here."  
 
Jacob replied, "I will not let You go until You bless me."  
 
The man said to him, "What is your name?"  

                                         
29

 This Man was God Himself, as Jacob noted when he gave the name Peniel to this place. Peniel means “face of 
God.” 
30

 God evidently did not use His divine powers in this wrestling match. He had come to test jacob’s faith and 
permitted Jacob to be victorious. 



Make Up Packet – Session 2 - Creation – Joseph (2017) 20 

"Jacob," replied Jacob.  
 
Then He said, "Your name shall not be Jacob anymore. It will be Israel.31 because you have 
struggled with God and with men and have prevailed."  
 
God blessed him there. Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, because, he said, "I have 
seen God face-to-face, and my life is preserved." As he left Peniel, the sun came up, and he 
walked with a limp.  
 
Jacob and Esau Meet. Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming with 400 men, so Jacob divided his 
group. Jacob went ahead and bowed to the ground seven times as he approached his brother. 
Esau ran to meet him, embraced him, and kissed him. And they wept. 
 
Esau looked up and saw the women and children and said, "Who are these people with you?"  
 
"They are the children whom God has so graciously given me," Jacob said.  
 
Then the servants and their children came near and bowed. Leah and her children did the 
same. Last came Joseph and Rachel, who also bowed.  
 
Esau asked, "What are all these groups of animals for?"  
 
And Jacob said, "These are gifts for you so that I might find grace in your eyes."  
 
Esau said, "I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself."  
 
When Jacob urged him to take the gifts because God had been so gracious to him, Esau 
accepted the gifts. Then Esau returned to Seir.  
 
Jacob Settles in Canaan. Jacob traveled to Shalem, a city of Shechem in the land of Canaan, 
where he bought a field, pitched his tent, and built an altar and called it Elelohe- Israel.  
 
God said to Jacob, "Go to Bethel, stay there, and build an altar to God, who appeared to you 
when you fled from Esau, your brother." So Jacob took his family to Bethel and built an altar. 
God blessed Jacob and promised him the inheritance of the land that had been promised to 
Abraham and Isaac.  
 
Rachel and Isaac Die. Rachel died as she gave birth to Benjamin. She was buried at Bethlehem. 
Jacob went to visit Isaac, his father, at Mamre, or Hebron, the home of Abraham and Isaac. 
Isaac was now 180 years 01d.32 Isaac died, having lived a full life, and his sons Esau and Jacob 
buried him. 

                                         
31

 Israel means “he who prevails with God.” 
32

 Isaac was probably 157 years old when Jacob returned. He lived 23 more years. 
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17. Joseph and His Brothers  
Genesis 37 
 
Israel's Preference for Joseph. Joseph, who was now 
17 years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. 
Joseph brought reports of the evil they did to his 
father. Israel, also called Jacob, loved Joseph more 
than all his children because he was born when Jacob 
was old, so he made him a richly ornamented coat.33 
When his brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all of his brothers, they hated him and 
could not speak kindly to him.  
 
Joseph's Dreams. Joseph had a dream. When he told 
it to his brothers, they hated him even more. "Listen 
to this dream I had," he had told them. "We were binding sheaves in the field, and my sheaf 
arose and stood upright. Your sheaves stood around my sheaf and bowed down to it." 
 
His brothers said to him, "Are you going to rule over us? Do you really think you are going to 
have dominion over us?" They hated him even more for his dream and his words.  
 
Then he had another dream and told it to his brothers. He said, "Listen, I have had another 
dream. The sun and the moon and 11 stars bowed down to me." He told it to his father and his 
brothers. His father scolded him and said to him, "What is this dream? Shall I and your mother 
and brothers actually bow down to you to the earth?" His  
brothers were jealous of him, but his father remembered what was said.  
 
The Plot against Joseph's Life. Soon afterward his brothers went to feed their father's flock in 
Shechem. Israel said to Joseph, "Go, see if everything is going well with them and the flocks. 
Bring back news of how they are doing."  
 
When Joseph's brothers saw him coming, they said, "Listen, this dreamer comes. Come on, let's 
kill him and throw him into some pit. We will say, 'Some evil beast has eaten him.' Then we 
shall see what will become of his dreams."  
 
When Reuben34 heard this talk, he saved Joseph's life by saying, "Let's not kill him. Let's throw 
him into this well here in the wilderness. Don't hurt him." He said this so he could free Joseph 
and get him back to their father alive. When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of 
the ornamented coat he was wearing and threw him into the dry well.  

                                         
33

 This special coat, which probably had long sleeves and reached to his ankles, was a richly ornamented tunic 
made of expensive material. Shepherds wore plain, one-colored garments that reached to the knees. Joseph’s coat 
was a coat of distinction similar to those worn by prominent people, especially the daughters of kings. 
34

 Since Reuben was the oldest son, he was responsible for the well-being of the others. 
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Joseph Sold. While they were eating, they saw a group of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, their 
camels carrying spices, balm, and myrrh, traveling to Egypt. Judah said to his brothers, "What 
profit would we make if we killed our brother and tried to cover up a bloody murder? Come, 
let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him. After all, he is our own flesh and 
blood."  
 
The brothers were all satisfied with this idea. So, as the Midianite merchants came by, they 
pulled Joseph out of the well and sold him to them for 20 shekels of silver. They took Joseph to 
Egypt.  
 
When Reuben returned to the well, Joseph was not in the well. He tore his clothes35 and went 
back to his brothers and said, "The child is not there. What do I do now?" 
 
The brothers took Joseph's coat, slaughtered a young goat, and dipped the coat in the blood. 
Then they took the ornamented coat to their father and said, "We found this. Look at it to see if 
it is your son's coat or not."  
 
Jacob's Sorrow. Jacob recognized the coat right away and said, "It is my son's coat. An evil 
beast has devoured him. Without a doubt, Joseph has been torn in pieces."  
 
Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth around himself, and mourned for his son many days. All his 
remaining sons and daughters tried to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted and said, "I 
will go to my grave mourning my son." 

 
 
18. Joseph in Egypt 
Genesis 39-40 
 
In Potiphar's House. Joseph was taken to Egypt by the Midianite traders who had bought him. 
Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh who served as captain of the guard, bought Joseph 
from the Ishmaelites. The LORD was with Joseph as he worked for his master, the Egyptian. 
Potiphar saw that the LORD was with Joseph and that the LORD made everything he did 
prosper, so Potiphar made him overseer over his house. All that he owned he put under 
Joseph's control.  
 
Joseph's Purity. Joseph was good looking and well built. It wasn't long before Potiphar's wife 
noticed this and said to Joseph, "Come, sleep with me."  
 
Joseph refused and said to his master's wife, "Listen, with me here my master doesn't have to 
think about anything in the house. He has placed everything he owns into my care. I have 
charge of everything except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great 

                                         
35

 A sign of shock and grief 



Make Up Packet – Session 2 - Creation – Joseph (2017) 23 

wickedness and sin against God?"36  
 
As the days went by, she spoke to Joseph each day, but he did not listen to her and tried not to 
be with her. One day Joseph went into the house to do some work. None of the servants were 
in the house. Potiphar's wife caught him by his garment, saying, "Come, sleep with me." He 
wriggled out of his garment, leaving it in her hand, and ran  
outside.  
 
When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had run outside, she called to the 
men servants, "Look at this. My husband brought a Hebrew37 here to mock us38 He just came in 
wanting to sleep with me, so I screamed. When he heard me yell, he left his garment and ran 
out." She laid the garment down next to her until Potiphar, Joseph's master, came home. Then 
she said to him, "The Hebrew servant, whom you brought to us, came in to try to make love to 
me. When I screamed, he left his garment with me and ran."  
 
Joseph in Prison. When his master heard her story, he became so angry that he had Joseph put 
into the prison where the king's prisoners were kept, but the LORD was with Joseph in prison, 
showing him mercy and making the prison warden like him. The warden put Joseph in charge of 
all the other prisoners and all of the things they did. The  
LORD was with Joseph, and whatever he did, the LORD blessed.  
 
The Butler's Dream. After all this, the butler and the baker of Pharaoh39 offended their lord, the 
king of Egypt. Pharaoh was angry with the two officers, so he put them in the custody of the 
captain of the guard in the same prison where Joseph was imprisoned. The captain of the guard  
placed Joseph in charge of them.  
 
One night both the butler and the baker had dreams. Each dream had its own special meaning. 
When Joseph checked on them in the morning, they looked sad. He asked them, "Why are you 
so sad today?"  
 
"We both have had dreams," they replied, "and there is no one to interpret them."  
 
Joseph said to them, "Isn't God the only one who can interpret dreams? Tell me your dreams."  
 
So the chief butler told his dream to Joseph. "In my dream," he said, "a grapevine was in front 
of me. The vine had three branches. It was budding, then blossoms came out, and then clusters 
of ripe grapes appeared. Pharaoh's cup was in my hand. I picked the grapes, pressed them into 
Pharaoh's cup, and gave the cup to Pharaoh."  
 

                                         
36

 By His saving action, God had created love and trust for God in Joseph’s heart. Joseph knew that doing what 
Potiphar’s wife wanted was not only sinning against Potiphar and his wife, but also sinning against God. 
37

 The word Hebrew is derived from Eber, one of the ancestors of Abraham. See Genesis 10:24 and Genesis 11:14. 
38

 He will bring shame and scandal upon us. 
39

 Pharaoh is the title given to the kings of Egypt. The Pharaohs also had specific names. 
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Joseph said to him, "This is the interpretation of your dream. The three branches represent 
three days. Within three days Pharaoh will place you back in your office and you will deliver 
Pharaoh's cup to him, just as you did when you were his butler. Now, remember me when 
things are going well with you. Help me get out of this prison. Show kindness to me by 
mentioning my case to Pharaoh. I really was kidnapped and brought from the land of the 
Hebrews. While here I have done nothing for which they should put me in prison."  
 
The Baker's Dream. When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was a good one, he said 
to Joseph, "In my dream I had three white baskets on my head. In the top basket were all kinds 
of baked goods for Pharaoh. The birds ate all of them."  
 
Joseph said, "This is the interpretation of your dream. The three baskets represent three days. 
Within three days Pharaoh will take off your head, hang your body in a tree, and the birds will 
eat away your flesh."  
 
Three days later, which was Pharaoh's birthday, he had a feast for all his servants. He brought 
the chief butler and the chief baker before his servants. He restored the chief butler to his 
position again, and he served the cup to Pharaoh. He hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had 
said in the interpretation of the dream. The chief butler, however, did not remember Joseph, 
but forgot about him. 

 
 

19. Joseph before Pharaoh  
Genesis 41 
 
Pharaoh's Dreams. Two years later, Pharaoh dreamed that he 
stood by the river Nile. Seven beautiful, fat cows came out of 
the river and started grazing in a meadow. Seven other cows 
came out of the river after them. They were ugly and thin and 
stood by the other cows on the bank of the river. Soon the 
ugly, thin cows ate the seven beautiful, fat cows. Then 
Pharaoh awoke. But he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. 
He saw seven full and delicious ears of corn40 grow on one 
stalk. Seven thin ears, dry like they had been blasted with an 
east wind,41 grew after them. The seven thin ears devoured 
the seven delicious, full ears. Pharaoh awoke again. It had all been a dream. In the morning, however, 
his spirit was troubled. He sent for all the magicians42 and all the wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them 
his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him. 
 
Then the chief butler said to Pharaoh, "I do remember my faults  this day. At one time Pharaoh was 
angry with his servants and put the chief baker and me in the custody of the captain of the guard of the 

                                         
40

 Corn here means grain, probably wheat. 
41

 A very strong, hot wind. 
42

 These were probably priests who claimed to be able to interpret dreams and predict the future. Many deceived 
people by trickery. 
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prison. We both dreamed dreams one night. Each one had its own interpretation. A young man, a 
Hebrew, a servant to the captain of the guard, was there with us. We told him our dreams, and he 
interpreted them for us, each with their own interpretation. Each dream came to pass just as he had 
interpreted them to us. I was restored to my office, and the baker was hanged."  
 
Joseph's Interpretation and Advice. Pharaoh immediately sent for Joseph. Quickly they brought him out 
of the prison and had him shave himself and change his clothing. Then he came in to Pharaoh. Pharaoh 
said to Joseph, "I have dreamed a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. 1 have heard that 
you can understand and interpret dreams."  
 
Joseph answered Pharaoh, "I don't have this power, but God will give Pharaoh the meaning of the 
dreams."43  
 
So Pharaoh told Joseph his two dreams. After he heard them, Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The two dreams 
of Pharaoh really have the same meaning. God is showing Pharaoh what He is about to do. The seven fat 
cows are seven years, and the seven full ears are also seven years. The dream is one. The seven thin, 
ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, as are the seven empty ears blasted with the east 
wind. There shall be seven years of famine. As I told you, God is showing you what He is about to do. 
Listen, seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the land of Egypt. Then there shall come 
after them seven years of famine. All the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt. Famine shall 
consume the land. The years of plenty will be forgotten in the land because the famine in the following  
 
years will be very severe. Because the famine is going to be so severe, the dream came to Pharaoh 
twice. God has planned this, and He will soon make it happen."  
 
"Now," Joseph continued, "Pharaoh should find a discreet and wise man and set him over the land of 
Egypt. Let this person appoint officers over the land who will collect a fifth of all that the land produces 
in Egypt during the seven plentiful years. Let them gather food during those good years, save com under 
Pharaoh's authority, and store the food in the cities. The food shall be saved for the seven years of 
famine that shall come to the land of Egypt, so that the country will not be devastated by the famine."  
 
Joseph Exalted. All the ideas looked good to Pharaoh and his servants. Then Pharaoh said, "Can we find 
a man like this one, in whom is the Spirit of God?"44 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has shown 
you all this, there is no one so discreet and wise as you are. You are the one who shall be over my house. 
All my people shall do whatever you say. Only I, who sit on the throne, will be greater than you."  
 
Then Pharaoh took off his ring and put it on Joseph's hand. He also arrayed him with clothing of fine 
linen and put a gold chain about his neck. He had Joseph ride in a second chariot that he had. People 
went ahead of them, calling out, "Bow the knee!"  
 
So Pharaoh made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphnath-

                                         
43

 Here Joseph confesses his faith in God to Pharaoh. He shows that the true God is involved in world affairs, 
including the affairs of countries where the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is not honored or worshiped. 
44

 Note the respect for the true God that the Holy spirit has created in the heart of Pharaoh through the words and 
actions of Joseph. 
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Paaneah. He also gave him a wife, Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On.45  
 
Joseph was 30 years old when he began serving Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He left Pharaoh and traveled 
throughout the land of Egypt. During the seven plentiful years the earth produced crops abundantly, 
and he gathered food from all parts of Egypt and stored the food in the cities. Each city stored the food 
produced in the fields around it. There was so much grain that Joseph stopped keeping records because 
there was so much.  
 
During these years two sons were born to Joseph and Asenath. Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh 
because "God," he said, "has made me forget all my hard work and my father's house." The second boy 
he named Ephraim, "for God has made me successful in the land of my sufferings," he said 
 
When the seven years of plenty ended in Egypt and the seven years of famine began, as Joseph had said, 
the famine was in every country, but in Egypt food was plentiful. When the land of Egypt suffered from 
the famine, the people called on Pharaoh to supply food. He told them, "Go to Joseph and do what he 
says." When the effects of the famine became serious everywhere, Joseph opened all the storehouses 
and sold food to the Egyptians. As the famine became worse in Egypt and everywhere else, people from 
many countries came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain. 

 
 
20.  The First Journey of Joseph’s Brothers 
Genesis 42 
 
Famine Brings the Sons of Jacob to Egypt. Now when Jacob 
heard that there was grain available in Egypt, he said to his 
sons, "Why do you look at one another, wondering what to 
do? I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go there. Buy 
some for us so we don't starve to death."  
 
So 10 of Joseph's brothers went to Egypt to buy corn. 
Benjamin, Joseph's brother, did not go because Jacob said, "I 
don't want any mischief to come to him." So the 10 sons 
oflsrael went along with many others from Canaan to buy 
grain.  
 
On Trial before Joseph. Since Joseph was the governor over 
the land and was in charge of selling grain to all who came to 
buy, Joseph's brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the earth. Joseph 
recognized his brothers but acted like a stranger and spoke harshly to them, saying, "Where are you 
from?" "We came from the land of Canaan to buy food," they replied. Joseph remembered the dreams 
that he had about them and said to them, "You are really spies coming to see how weak our country is." 

                                         
45

 Asenath probably means, in Egyptian, “she belongs to the goddess Neith.” Potiphera means “he whom the sun 
god Ra has given.” On, a city that is now named Heliopolis, was a center for the worship of the god Ra. Through 
marriage into this family Joseph was given status so he would be accepted and so he could do his work well among 
the Egyptians. There is no indication that Joseph ever participated in the worship of Ra. After the exodus the 
descendants of the boys born to this marriage received portions of the Promised Land in Canaan. 
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"No, my lord," they said to him, "we only came to buy food. We are all one man's sons. We are honest 
men, not spies."  
 
"No, I don't believe you," he said to them. "You only came to see how weak this country is."  
 
"We, your servants, are 12 brothers, the sons of one man who lives in the land of Canaan. Our youngest 
brother stayed with our father, and one is no more."  
 
Simeon Held Hostage. Then Joseph said to them, "I still think  you are spies. Here is how you can prove 
what you say. As Pharaoh lives, you cannot leave until your youngest brother comes here. Send one of 
you to get your brother. The rest of you shall be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see 
if you are telling the truth. If you are lying, as sure as Pharaoh lives, you will be treated as spies."  
 
Then he put them all together into prison for three days. On the third day Joseph said to them, "Do this, 
and you will live, for I also fear God.46 If you are honest men, choose one of your brothers to be kept 
here in prison. The rest of you, go. Take grain to feed your families during the famine. Bring your 
youngest brother to me so you can show me you have told the truth, and you shall not die." And they 
did so.  
 
They said to one another, "We are really guilty for what we did to our brother. We saw the anguish and 
grief he suffered. When he begged us, we would not listen. Now we are being punished."  
 
Reuben reminded them, "Didn't I tell you not to sin against the child? But you wouldn't listen. That's 
why we're being punished."  
 
They didn't know that Joseph understood what they were saying, because he used an interpreter47 
when he spoke with them. He went away from them and cried.48 When he returned, he talked with 
them and took Simeon and had him bound and taken to prison as they watched.  
 
The Return Home. Then Joseph gave the order to fill their sacks with grain and to put each one's money 
into his sack. He also gave them food for along the way. All this he did for them. They loaded their 
donkeys with the grain and departed.  
 
When one of them opened his sack to feed his donkey at the inn where they stopped, he found his 
money on top of the grain in the sack. He said to his brothers, "My money has been returned to me. It's 
here in my sack." They became scared and said to one another, "What has God done to us?"  
 
When they came to Jacob their father in Canaan, they told him everything that had happened to them, 
including how they had found their money in their sacks of grain. Jacob said to them, "You have caused 
me a lot of grief. Joseph is no more. Simeon is no more. And now you will take Benjamin away. 
Everything bad is happening to me."  
 

                                         
46

 Joseph’s confession of faith no doubt made his brothers wonder about all that was happening and inspired 
confidence. Who would expect to find a believer in God among the rulers of Egypt? 
47

 An interpreter is a person who speaks both Egyptian and Hebrew. 
48

 Joseph loved his brothers with a deep affection. His goal was to make sure they would return with Benjamin. 
Perhaps Joseph had Simeon bound before them to bring to mind the brothers’ act of selling Joseph into slavery.  
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Reuben said to his father, "You can kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my care, 
and I will return him to you safe."  
 
Jacob said, "My son shall not go down with you. His brother is dead. He is the only one left. If something 
bad happens to him on the way, then you will only bring more gray hairs and sorrow to me and drive me 
into the grave." 

 
 
THE FIRST JOURNEY OF JOSEPH’S BROTHERS 
 

1. Why did Jacob send his sons to Egypt? 
 
 
 
 

2. What did Joseph’s brothers do when they were brought before him? What was 
so ironic about this? 

 
 

 
21.  The Second Journey of Joseph’s Brothers 
Genesis 43 
 
Benjamin Goes with His Brothers. The famine was severe in the  land of Canaan. When they had used 
all the grain they had brought from Egypt, Israel said to his sons, "Go again. Buy us a little food." Then 
Judah told him, "The man strongly emphasized to us, 'You will not see my face unless your brother is 
with you.' If you are willing to send our brother with us, we will go and buy food for you, but if you won't 
send him, we won't go because he said, 'You will not see me unless your brother is with you.'"  
 
Then Israel said, "Why did you bring so much trouble on us by telling him you had another brother?"  
 
"The man kept asking us about ourselves and our family," they said. "He asked, 'Is your father still alive? 
Do you have another brother?' We had to answer his questions. How could we know that he would say, 
'Bring your brother down to Egypt'?"  
 
Then Judah said to Israel, his father, "Send the boy with me. We will go so that we and our families may 
live and not die. I will guarantee his safety. You can hold me responsible for him. If I do not bring him 
back to you, let me bear the blame forever. If we had not waited so long, we could have made two trips 
by now."  
 
Then Israel said to them, "If it must be like this, do this. Take some of the best fruits in the land in your 
containers. Take along presents for the man, a little balm, a little honey, some spices, myrrh, nuts, and 
almonds. Also take along twice as much money as you think you'll need. Take the money that was 
returned to you in your sacks. Maybe there was some mistake. Take along your brother. Go again to the 
man. May God Almighty give you mercy before him so that he may send back your other brother and 
Benjamin. If I grieve for my children, I grieve."  
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A Kind Reception. So the brothers took the 
presents, twice the money they needed, 
and Benjamin and traveled to Egypt and 
appeared before Joseph. When Joseph saw 
Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of 
his house, "Bring these men to my home, 
butcher an animal, and prepare a meal. 
These men will eat with me at noon." The 
man did as Joseph told him and took the 
men to Joseph's house.  
 
They were afraid when they were taken to 
Joseph's house. They said, "It must be because of the money that was in our sacks the first time we 
returned that we are being brought here. He is looking for an opportunity to make us slaves and take 
our animals." When they came to the door of Joseph's house, they talked with the steward and said, 
"Sir, the first time we came to buy food, we came to an inn on our return trip and, to our surprise, when 
we opened our sacks, we found every man's money in his sack. We took the money back with us. We 
have brought extra money along to buy food. We don't know who put our money in our sacks."  
 
He said to them, "Peace be to you. Don't be afraid. Your God, the God of your father, has given you the 
treasure in your sacks. I received your money when you paid." Then he brought Simeon to them and had 
all of them come into Joseph's house.  
 
When Joseph came home, they brought him their presents and bowed down to him. He asked them 
how they were. Then he asked, "Is your father well? You said he is very old. Is he still alive?"  
 
"Your servant, our father, is in good health," they answered. "He is still alive." Then they bowed down 
again to show their respect. 
 
Joseph and Benjamin. Joseph looked up and saw his brother Benjamin, his own mother's son, and said, 
"Is this your younger brother whom you spoke about?" Then he continued, "God be gracious to you, my 
son." Joseph had to find a place where he could be by himself. He had so missed his brother that he 

needed a place to cry. He went into his bedroom and wept there.49 After he washed his face, he went 
out and, controlling himself, said, "Serve the food." They served him and the Egyptians who ate with him 
separately because, for the Egyptians, it was an abomination to eat with Hebrews. The brothers sat 
down according to their age, the oldest to the youngest. They marveled at how they were being treated. 
Joseph sent special foods from his table to them, but Benjamin's portions were five times more than any 
his brothers received. They all drank and feasted with him. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                         
49

 At the time, Joseph was probably about 39 years old and Benjamin was about 24. 



Make Up Packet – Session 2 - Creation – Joseph (2017) 30 

THE SECOND JOURNEY OF JOSEPH’S BROTHERS 
 

1. Describe the reception Joseph gave his brothers when they arrived in Egypt. 
 
 
 
 

2. Why were the brothers afraid to go to Joseph’s house? 
 
 

 
 
22. Joseph Makes Himself Known 
Genesis 44-45 
 
A Final Test. Joseph commanded his steward, "Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry. 
Then put each man's money at the top of his sack and put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack of the 
youngest one along with his grain money." The steward did as Joseph had told him.  
 
At dawn the men were sent on their way. When they were outside the city but were not very far away, 
Joseph said to his steward, "Get up, follow the men. When you overtake them, ask them, 'Why have you 
repaid good with evil? Isn't this the cup from which my lord drinks and with which he consults the gods 
to tell the unknown? You have done wrong taking this cup.’” 
 
So the steward overtook them and spoke to them as Joseph had instructed. They said to him, "Why do 
you say these things? Far be it from us that we, your servants, would do something like that. Look, we 
brought back the money that we found in our sacks. Why would we steal silver or gold from your lord's 
house? If you find anything in any of our sacks, then let that one be put to death and the rest of us will 
be our lord's slaves."  
 
The steward said, "It might be as you claim. But if it is found with any of you, he shall be my slave, and 
the rest shall be blameless." Then each one quickly let down his sack and opened it. The steward 
searched everyone's sack, beginning with the oldest and ending with the youngest. The cup was found 
in Benjamin's sack. Then the brothers tore their clothes. Each one loaded his donkey and returned to the 
city.  
 
Judah's Pleading. When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house, he was still there. They fell on 
the ground before him. Joseph said to them, "What have you done? Didn't you know that I can certainly 
find out the unknown from the gods?"  
 
Then Judah said, "What shall we say to you, my lord? What could we say? How could we clear 
ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants. Now we are all your slaves."  
 
"I can't do such a thing," Joseph said. "Only the man in whose sack the cup was found shall be my slave. 
As for the rest of you, go in peace to your father."  
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Then Judah came near to him and said, "0 my lord, please letyour servant speak to you privately. Please 
do not be angry with me, for you are as powerful as Pharaoh. You once asked us, 'Do you have a father 
or a brother?' We said we had a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, who is young. His brother 
is dead, so he is the only one left of his mother's children, and his father loves him. Then you said to 
your servants, 'Bring him down to me, so I can see him.' We said to you, 'The lad cannot leave his father. 
If he leaves his father, his father will die.' You said, 'Unless your youngest brother comes here with you, 
you will not see my face.' So when we went to my father, we told him what you said. Our father said, 
'Go back and buy us a little food.' We said, 'We will go down only if our youngest brother is with us. We 
will not see the man unless our youngest brother is with us.' Then your servant my father said to us, 'You 
know that my wife gave me two sons. The one has been torn to pieces and I have not seen him since. If 
you take this one and disaster comes to him, I will go with gray hair 
and sorrow to the grave.' If I come back to my father without the 
lad, he will surely die, since his life is bound up in the lad's life.50 I 
guaranteed to my father that the boy would return, saying, 'If I do 
not bring him back to you, I shall bear the blame.' Please let me 
stay here as your slave instead of the lad. Let the boy go home 
with his brothers. How can I return to my father if he is not with 
me? I don't want to see the misery that would come to my father if 
he doesn't come back.'51  
 
Joseph Reveals Himself. Then Joseph could not restrain himself 
any longer. He cried out to his servants, "Make all the servants 
leave!" So none of the servants were with him while Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers. He cried so loud that the Egyptians 
and everyone in the house of Pharaoh heard of it. Joseph said to 
his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?"  
 
His brothers could not answer him because they were so 
frightened. Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come close." So they did.  
 
Then he said, "I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. Don't grieve or be angry with 
yourselves because you sold me.God sent me here to preserve life. These past two years the famine has 
been in the land. There are still five years of no plowing or harvesting. God sent me to preserve your 
descendants on the earth, to save your lives through a great deliverance. So now, it was not you who 
sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, lord over his house, and a ruler in the land 
of Egypt.” 
 
"Hurry! Return to my father and say to him, 'This is what your son Joseph says, "God has made me ruler 
of Egypt. Come. You shall  
live in the land of Goshen. You will be near me, and your children, your children's children, your flocks 
and your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you so that you and your family are never poor. 
There are still five years of famine left.”’ 

                                         
50

 Since Jacob thought Joseph was dead, Benjamin was especially dear to him. Joseph and Benjamin were both 
sons of Rachel, the wife he loved the most. 
51

 Judah is a type of Christ, pleading for us. Martin Luther says, “I do not doubt that Joseph’s heart trembled and 
melted at everything Judah related in the speech he delivered, for because of his great affection and love toward 
his brothers every word smote his heart” (Luther’s Works, 8, page 7) 
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"Look at how similar my eyes and Benjamin's eyes are. I am really your brother. Tell my father about my 
glory in Egypt; tell him about the things you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here."  
 
Then Joseph hugged his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin also wept. Joseph also kissed his 
brothers and wept. After that his brothers visited with him.  
 
Pharaoh's Kindness. When Pharaoh heard that Joseph's brothers had come, he and his servants were so 
pleased that Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Tell your brothers to load their animals and go to Canaan and 
bring your father and their households to Egypt. I will give them the best land in Egypt, and you will eat 

the fat of the land. I command you – do this. Take some carts from Egypt for your little ones and 

your wives. Bring your father and come. Do not be concerned about your goods
52

, for the best of all 

the land of Egypt is yours."  

 

So Joseph gave his brothers carts, as Pharaoh commanded. He also gave them provisions for the 

journey. He gave all of them clean garments. To Benjamin he gave 300 pieces of silver and five 

changes of garments. He sent his father gifts and food for his journey to Egypt. So his brothers left. 

As they were leaving, he said to them, “Be sure you don’t start arguing on the way.” 

 

 
 
JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN 
 
The following questions relate to the reading “22. Joseph Makes Himself Known.” 
After reading the chapter, answer the following questions. 
 

1. What good did Joseph see in all that had happened? 
 
 
 
 

2. How did Joseph show that he had forgiven his brothers? 
 
 

                                         
52

 Do not worry about bringing y our personal property. 
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22. Jacob in Egypt 
Genesis 45-50 
 
Israel's Departure from Canaan. Joseph's brothers went to the land of Canaan to Jacob their 
father. They told him everything. "Joseph is still alive," they said. "He is governor over all of 
Egypt." Jacob was shocked; he did not believe them. But when they told him  
everything Joseph had said, and when he saw the carts that Joseph had sent to take him to 
Egypt, Jacob became excited. "I have seen enough," he said. "Joseph my son is still alive. I must 
go and see him before I die."  
 
So Israel took all he had to Beersheba, where he offered sacrifices to the God of his father, 
Isaac. God spoke to Israel in nighttime visions, saying, "Jacob, Jacob! I am God, the God of your 
father. Do not be afraid to go to Egypt. I will make your family a great nation. I  
will go with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you back again. Joseph will close your eyes 
when you die."  
 
So Jacob left Beersheba with his sons, their wives, and their little ones, in the carts that Pharaoh 
had sent. They took along their livestock and household items from Canaan. Sixty-six people in 
all, not counting Jacob's sons' wives, traveled to Egypt. Joseph had two  
sons who were born in Egypt. All together, 70 people from Jacob's family went to make their 
home in Egypt.  
 
Reunion of Father and Son. Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to inform Joseph of his arrival and 
to lead the way to a place to settle in Goshen.53 When they arrived in Goshen, Joseph prepared 
his chariot and went to meet his father, Israel. When he 
arrived, he hugged him  
around his neck and wept there a good while.  
 
Israel said to Joseph, "Now I am ready to die, since I have 
seen your face and I know you are still alive."  
 
Jacob before Pharaoh. Then Joseph said to his brothers 
and all who had come, "I will go to Pharaoh to tell him 
you have arrived. When he asks what your occupation is, 
tell him, 'We have worked with livestock and herds of 
sheep all our lives, as have our ancestors.' Then he will 
have you live in Goshen.”54 
 

                                         
53

 Goshen lay in northern Egypt, on the eastern side of the Nile River. Jacob evidently did not cross the Nile. 
54

 Sections of Goshen were good for raising sheep and cattle. In addition, the Israelites would be out of the 
mainstream of Egyptian life, where Egyptians would not be antagonized by shepherding and the Israelites would 
not become part of the Egyptian culture. God may also have been planning for an easy exodus from Egypt 400 
years in the future. 



Make Up Packet – Session 2 - Creation – Joseph (2017) 34 

So Joseph went to Pharaoh and told him, "My father and my brothers, their flocks and herds, 
and all that they possess have come from Canaan."  
 
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your father and your brothers have come to you. The land of 
Egypt is yours to choose from. Have your father and brothers live on the best land. Let them 
settle in Goshen. And if you know any competent men among them, make them chief 
herdsmen over my livestock."  
 
Then Joseph brought in his father, Jacob, and introduced him to Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh. Pharaoh asked Jacob, "How old are you?" 
 
Jacob answered, "My pilgrimage here has been for 130 years. When compared with my 
ancestors, my life has been shorter and filled with more evil." Jacob blessed Pharaoh again and 
then left him. Joseph provided his father's family with enough bread for everyone. They lived in 
Goshen. Their families grew larger, and they became very prosperous.  
 
Jacob blesses the sons of Joseph. Jacob lived in Egypt 17 years. When he was 147 years old, 
knowing he would soon die, he called Joseph to him and said, "Now, if I have found favor in 
your sight, please take an oath that you will not bury me in Egypt. Let me be buried with my 
fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place."  
 
"I will do as you have asked," Joseph promised. Then he said, "Swear it to me." So Joseph swore 
to him. A while later, Joseph was told, "Your father is sick." Joseph took along with him his two 
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to see him.  
 
When Jacob was told, "Look, your son Joseph is coming to see you," Israel rallied and sat up in 
bed. He noticed Joseph's sons and said, "Who are these men?"  
 
Joseph said to his father, "They are my sons whom God has given to me in Egypt."  
 
"Bring them to me, and I will bless them," Israel said. When Joseph brought them, Israel 
stretched out his hand and blessed them, saying, "God, before whom my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac walked and who has fed me all my life, who has redeemed me from evil, bless these boys. 
Let my name be upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac. Let them grow 
into a multitude on the earth." Then Israel said to Joseph, "I am dying, but God will be with you 
and bring you back to the land of your fathers."  
 
Jacob Blesses His Own Sons. Jacob called his sons. He spoke first to the sons of Leah, then to 
the sons of their servants, and last to the sons of Rachel. When he spoke to Judah, he said, 
"Judah, you are the one whom your brothers shall praise. Your father's children shall bow down 
before you.  

"Judah is a lion's cub; you will win out over your prey.  
The scepter shall not depart from Judah,  
Nor a lawgiver from between his feet,  
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Until Shiloh comes;  
And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
I have waited for Your salvation, O LORD."  
 

He blessed all the other brothers and promised Joseph, "The Almighty will bless you with 
blessings of heaven above." When Jacob had finished blessing his sons, he drew his feet up into 
the bed, breathed his last, and was gathered to his people.  
 
Joseph wept over him and commanded his servants to embalm55 his father. The Egyptians 
mourned for Jacob for 40 days. When the days of mourning were past, Joseph asked permission 
of Pharaoh to bury his father in Canaan, as he had promised.  
 
So Joseph went to bury his father. With him went servants and advisors of Pharaoh, Joseph's 
family, his brothers, and his father's household. They carried Jacob to the land of Canaan and 
buried him in the cave of Machpelah. Joseph and his brothers and all who had come along then 
returned to Egypt.  
 
Joseph's Renewed Assurance of Forgiveness. When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was 
dead, they said, "Perhaps Joseph will hate us and now try to repay us for all the evil that we did 
to him."  
 
So they sent messengers to Joseph to tell him, "Before your father died, he told us to tell you 
this, 'I beg you, please forgive the wrongs of your brothers and their sin. They did evil to you.' 
Now, please, we beg you, forgive the wrongs of the servants of the God of your father."  
 
Joseph wept when they came to speak to him. He said to them, "Do not be afraid. Am I to take 
God's place? You meant to do evil against me; but God meant it for good in order to bring 
about all the things that have happened, to keep many people alive. So do not be afraid." Then 
he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  
 
The Death of Joseph. Joseph lived to be 110 years old. He lived to see Ephraim's and 
Manassah's grandchildren. Near the end of his life Joseph told his family, "God will bring you 
out of this land to the land that He promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. You shall carry 
my bones from here." So Joseph died, they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 
 

                                         
55

 Egyptians observed the custom of embalming their dead. The preserved dead bodies were called mummies. 


