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Family Discussion Guide 
Baptism – January 2019 
 
Readings, Prayers and Discussion Questions 
 
Use this sheet with your family during the next month. Take one or two of the “Reading and Discussion” sessions 
each week and discuss them together in your family time. You may want to keep this sheet someplace near the 
dinner table or on the fridge! Don’t forget to use the Prayer Time before you engage in the discussion of a 
particular Bible Reading.  

 

Prayer Time 
Begin by discussing the people and circumstances you wish to bring to God in prayer. Pray for those concerns as 
they arise. At other times you may wish to pray this prayer together: 

 
Gracious Lord, in the waters of baptism you rescue us and make us your children. 
Guide us to do your will, and renew us daily in your forgiving love. We ask all this in 
your holy Name. Amen. 

 

Bible Readings  
 

READING AND DISCUSSION TIME 1: 
 

John 3:1-21 
Discuss:  Talk with your parents about the day you were born? If you were adopted into 

your family, ask your parents to reflect on what it was like to bring you into the 
family that very first time.  

 What was the experience like?  

 What were they feeling on that special day?  

 After reading the John 3 passage, discuss what it means to be “born again”. 
What does it mean to each of you to be a part of a family? 

 What does it mean to be a part of the “family of God”? 
 

READING AND DISCUSSION TIME 2: 
 

Romans 6:1-14 
Discuss: Did you catch the dying/living image in the reading? When we became God’s 

children we reaped all the blessings He could bestow on us – eternal life being 
key! Our Baptism wasn’t a “one time” event to only be remembered when we 
check out the scrapbook pictures. Being washed clean of our sins – forgiven – 
affects each and every day of our life!  

 
After reading this passage, talk with each other about how baptism impacts 
every day of your life. How does knowing that Jesus made you his child make you 
feel? 

 

 

NAME: 
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READING AND DISCUSSION TIME 3: 
 

1 Peter 3:18-22  
Discuss: As you remember your baptism this week, be assured by Peter’s words that 

baptism wasn’t a “magical” bath that washed you clean from the dirt of the day. 
That would be selling it short. Baptism connects us to Christ – to his death and 
resurrection. In our Baptism we know we are forgiven and we are challenged to 
live everyday for Christ. 

 In what ways are you challenged every day as a Christian?  

 How have you “stood up” for your Christian faith among friends, teachers, 
strangers? 

 Where do you draw the strength to stand up for your Christian faith? Who 
are your Christian role models? 

 

READING AND DISCUSSION TIME 4: 
 

Ephesians 4:17 – 5:2 
Discuss: Have you ever had a favorite piece of clothing that you just couldn’t get rid of? It 

was worn and torn, but it was the most comfortable thing in your closet. You 
knew you couldn’t wear it in public, and the stains and tears kept you from 
wearing it for much else than doing chores. But you had to keep it – it was 
familiar, comfortable. Sometimes our “habits” become like our favorite old 
clothes. We know we should change them – but they are just so easy to do and 
easy to forget how truly bad they are! As children of God, Paul tells us to “put off 
your old self” (v. 22) – your former way of life. 

 What are some “habits” that you do regularly that you know aren’t good for 
you and probably aren’t even kind to others? 

 How can you learn to “put off” those bad habits in your daily life? 

 As children of God, what are we to “put on”? 

 Discuss and share some things you can strive to “put on” in your daily life. 
Look specifically at Paul’s direction and encouragement in 4:25-5:2. 

 Finally, discuss “Is anger a sin?” What does the Apostle Paul say regarding 
our anger? 

 

READING AND DISCUSSION TIME 5: 
 

Colossians 3:1-17 
Discuss: Did you get any new clothes for Christmas? There’s just something about 

opening a gift and finding new clothes. Maybe when you were a little kid you 
held them up, smiled politely and said “thank you” for just an instant before you 
ripped into another box looking for something better. But later, after all the toys 
were played with it was time to go back to those new clothes. They probably still 
had tags on them. You try them on and discover someone – probably your mom! 
– has some pretty decent taste after all! New clothes make you feel – well, new! 
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 Reread verses 12-14: what piece of Christ’s clothing do you want to add to 
your wardrobe? 

 The “articles of clothing” from this reading aren’t something we can see and 
touch – or are they?  

o How can you show compassion? 
o How can you be kind? 
o How can you display humility? 
o Where do you share gentleness? 
o When do you show patience? 

 These items are ways that indicate to others that there is something 
different about you – you are a child of God!  

 What are some specific ways you can show with your actions this week that 
you are a child of God? 

 

 
 
Memory Assignment (Optional) 
 
Each day during the week read and discuss the assigned Bible verse. By the end of the week the words will be 
memorized and the meaning known! 
 

Assigned for this month: 
1 John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that 

we should be called children of God! And that is what we 
are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. 

 
Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith  —

and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by 
works, so that no one can boast. 

 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 

 
1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the 

Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, 
“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
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Additional Learning Activity 
 
As a Confirmation Class we do not require you to memorize the books of the Bible, but we have 
found that many are unfamiliar with the basic names and general locations of the books. In 
order to help you become better students of the Holy Scriptures, we are encouraging you to 
“learn” the books of the Bible in order – both Old and New Testaments.  
 
You can do this by just reading through the names a couple of times a week, working a cross 
word puzzle or scramble puzzle, or making flash cards and quizzing yourself on the name, 
pronunciation, and location of each book. Whatever works for you will be great. Please indicate 
on your Parent Report Form your involvement with this learning activity and your progress. A 
“Books of the Bible Worksheet” is attached to this Family Discussion Guide as an additional 
activity should you wish to do it. 

 
Family Project Ideas 
 
During this month, as a family, find one way to show your faith to someone else by helping them in a small, 
unexpected way. Some suggestions are: 

 Bring out the box of family photos, or the scrapbook if you’ve been organized in the 
past, and search for the earliest pictures of each family member. See if you can find 
birth and baptism pictures in particular. Talk about the events of the day of your 
baptism. How was God present on that special day? Where do you see God present in 
each day? Note that date on a calendar so when it comes around you’ll have another 
excuse for a party – a celebration of being adopted into the family of God. 

 Help each family member remember their baptism – and the fact that they are living in 
their baptismal grace every day – by observing a new morning ritual. While washing 
your face, give yourself a baptismal splash. Three times – in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. What will it mean for your day to remember that you 
are sealed with the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever? 

 Find the details surrounding your baptism. Complete the attached “Record of Baptism” 
and post it in a very visible place as a reminder that you are a child of God! 
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BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 

Fill in the blanks below with the correct names of the Books of the Old Testament. 
Some of the books are listed in their proper order to help you.

 
 
Books of the Law: 
 
_________________ 
Exodus 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Books of History: 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Judges 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
2 Kings 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Ezra 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
Books of Poetry: 
 
_________________ 
 
Psalms 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
 
Books of Major 
Prophets: 
 
Isaiah 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Books of Minor 
Prophets: 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
Obadiah 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
Habakkuk 
 
_________________ 
 
_________________ 
 
Zechariah 
 
_________________ 
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BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

Fill in the blanks below with the correct names of the Books of the Old Testament. 
Some of the books are listed in their proper order to help you.

 

 

Matthew 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Acts 

____________________________ 

1 ___________________________ 

2___________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Philippians 

____________________________ 

1 ___________________________ 

2 ___________________________ 

1 Timothy 

2___________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Hebrews 

____________________________ 

1 ___________________________ 

2 ___________________________ 

1 John 

2 __________________________ 

3 ___________________________ 

____________________________ 

Revelation to John 
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Parent Report Form 
Session 5: Baptism 

 

  Assignments 
Check as items 
are completed 

READINGS     

 John 3:1-21   

  Romans 6:1-14   

  1 Peter 3:18-22   

 Ephesians 4:17-5:2  

 Colossians 3:1-17  

   

MEMORY 
VERSES  (Optional)   

 1 John 3:1   

 Ephesians 2:8-9   

  Matthew 28:19-20   

 1 Corinthians 12:3  

   

Family Project Ideas 

  
Complete your family activity and write 
about it below.   

 

 

Next class is scheduled for February 9, 2019. 

THIS IS A CHANGE FROM YOUR ORIGINAL SCHEDULE! 

 

Return this form at the next class session. 

 

Parent’s Signature ________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 

Family Activity Report: 

Name: 


