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I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11

I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11



Lent – FCC’s Preparation for the Road Ahead 

It is not a stretch to say, “We are living in some strange times!”  Everything seems a little different now coming 
out of quarantine. The world has changed, to some degree each of us are not quite the same either.  Even 
more perplexing is how churches have been affected as well.  At times you kind of feel like you are trying to 
exist in a once familiar but now seemingly foreign country.   

It’s been weird as a pastor to make sense of it all. Recent polls bear this out, indicating that 1/3 of all pastors 
right now are seriously considering resigning. The changes are profound and the way we once did church 
doesn’t match the demands of the moment. I’ve often wondered how I’m supposed to lead well when there 
are no maps for the times we are in. Much of what the church is facing is historically unprecedented. There 
are however patterns in play that are very similar to times past when things were in upheaval. And that my 
friends, is why we are going through this Lent season hoping to get our bearings once again. 

Sometimes remembering where you came from is a good place to see once again where you should be going. 

During this Lent season we are going back to our roots and together as a church growing outward from those 
places where FCC first began.  Beginning with the Lord’s Prayer, we will start exactly where we do every 
Sunday.  The place where new people begin to feel our identity through its recitation and aligning effect.   

From there we will move into a space where the Christian Church first began...Acts 2:42-47. A place that is 
familiar, where each Sunday we practice what the early church did when it first started meeting. After 
spending some time there, we look at getting to work.   

Ephesians 4:1-16 is perhaps the most comprehensive description of what happens to the people in church 
when they are all aligned in the most important ways. We will rediscover on our Lent Journey what that 
looked like as we take time to reflect together on each facet of what the early church did – how we were 
designed to function.   

Taking our cue from Jesus, the Leadership of the church seeks to embody those qualities as they understand 
their role and responsibility for guiding the church. To the degree that they align with Jesus, we, as members 
can benefit from their example. With their help we become more aware of our gifting for service as we each 
are equipped for ministry. We will discover just how much the Holy Spirit is at work in this process as we 
obediently align with God’s purpose, leading us each into greater maturity. 

Now, we start to see ourselves as influencers. By the time we reach this location on our Lent Journey, we have 
visited scriptures that remind us of our true identity as followers of Jesus. For many of us it is a reminder and a 
re-formation of what our lives together look like in Christ. This time of re-orientation should prepare us to 
influence together those people who do not know Jesus.  

On the last week of Lent, we will focus on what Jesus said before he ascended to be with the Father again. This 
was his commission to the disciples – and now us.  Not just any commission, but the GREAT commission! It is 
the result of the hard work Jesus poured into the disciples, reshaping and reforming their identities so that 
they would be ready to do the work ahead. No doubt they influenced the world as you consider the legacy of 
their faithfulness!  That calling and influence is now our responsibility and if we do this right, together, I 
believe God will use FCC to be a source of strength for people who are disoriented, anxious and lost. 
Let’s get to work, church! 



Lent Begins 
Praying Together 

“The Lord’s Prayer” 

Wednesday March 2 
“Experiencing the Lord’s Prayer” 

The words that Jesus gave his disciples (and us) form the best known and most often prayed prayer in the 
world. Yet, despite our familiarity with this prayer, and the frequency with which we may pray it, we often fail 
to grasp its meaning. We know it, but often we don’t know it. We pray it, but all too often we don’t actually 
pray it. 

Learning to pray the Lord’s Prayer is kind of like learning how to appreciate a meal at a fine French restaurant 
or understanding how a professional football game is played. You can devour the meal quickly, like a meal at 
McDonald’s and it will still nourish you. You can have fun at a pro football game and enjoy the atmosphere 
even if you don’t follow the game. But both mean so much more when someone helps you understand each 
experience, what everything means, and how you can participate to the fullest.  Who knows? You might 
become inspired to take culinary classes or even take up Pickle Ball (since pro football is probably out of the 
question).  Even better, you will likely see God begin to show you how you can participate in the serious game 
called “Being the Church!” 

The Lord’s Prayer has a lot more going on than you see on any given Sunday. It actually begs to be explored, 
understood, engaged, and reflected upon. There is so much more here than we might see at first grasp. I’m 
hoping this Lent devotional serves the role that a devoted fan plays when you try to understand what’s 
happening on the field.   When you are finished reading this devotional, I believe you’ll pray this prayer 
differently, with greater meaning, and that its words will deepen and shape your faith, your heart, and your 
life. 

The best place to begin is at the beginning, so take a few minutes and pray the Lord’s prayer.  Ask God to show 
you what each line means and how you should make those lines come alive in your life: 

“Our Father, 
Which art in heaven, 
Hollowed be thy Name, 
Thy Kingdom Come,  
Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven, 
Give us this day, our daily bread 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
*For thine is the kingdom,
The power,
And the glory,
Forever, Amen”

*This part was added later by the early church as they prayed it together in public worship.



Thursday March 3 
“Our Father” 

The Lord’s prayer is about preparing your heart, first for worship, then for ministry.  Each word is saturated 
with meaning, a meaning that we can easily miss when we pray it by rote as we gather in our church for 
worship. Each of its six petitions (five given by the Lord, one added by the early church) reflects the major 
themes from Jesus’s life and ministry. The prayer is meant by Jesus to shape our lives and, through us, to 
shape and change the world. 

The first line tells us a lot about how we should relate to the “Creator of the Universe.”  That’s intimidating to 
think about, yet there is something deeply appealing when we are instructed by Jesus to approach God with 
more personal terms like “Father,” right?   

In the Old Testament there are many names or titles used to address God in Scripture. Maybe you’ve heard of 
a few of these names, names like El (God), or El Elyon (God Most High), or El Shaddai (God Almighty), or 
Adonai (Lord), or Yahweh (I Am that I Am or I Am the Source and Sustainer of Life).  If you read the bible much 
you will see “Yahweh” displayed in English as “LORD” in all caps. “Yahweh” appears over six thousand times in 
one form or another in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament.  It is the most common name used to represent the 
“Deity who created everything!”  Modern Jewish people often address their prayers to “Lord our God, Ruler 
[or King] of the Universe.” 

Yet when Jesus taught his disciples to pray, he taught them to address God in a way that appears only rarely in 
the Hebrew Bible. He taught them to address God as “Our Father.” Like watching a sport you might barely 
understand, there’s a whole lot going on for you to discover.  

When he was teaching his disciples to pray, Jesus didn’t ask them to pray to “My Father” but “Our Father.” 
This is significant. We might pray this prayer alone, but as we do, we still pray to our Father, asking him to give 
us this day our daily, to forgive us as we forgive, to lead us not into temptation, but to deliver us from evil. I 
believe Jesus intended this prayer to stand in stark contrast to our natural tendency to “look out for number 
one”—to care primarily about our own self. We live in a world that is focused on my, mine, and me, but Jesus 
teaches us to pray our, us, and we.  

Jesus often spoke of God simply as Father, or as my Father. And it’s important to see Him personally in that 
way. But when Jesus gave this particular prayer, he was inviting his disciples to pray not only for ourselves, but 
also for the world around us. The prayer reminds us that Christian faith is not meant to be lived alone, but in 
community. Jesus began his ministry with a small group of twelve disciples. He organized a church - a 
community of people seeking to follow him together. The prayer reminds us that our faith is intended to be 
lived out with others, and that our prayers are prayed with others and for others. Jesus was very intentional 
about helping us to understand who God is and how to relate to him in deeply personal ways.  

• Pray the Lord’s Prayer again today and focus on God relating to you as “Our” Father.

• Prayerfully ask Jesus to show you why “us, together” language is so important for us to understand.

• What kind of a family do you think God would like to create?  What would that look like to you?



Friday March 4 
“Our Father” 

I have met many people whose experience of their earthly father was painful. They had fathers who were 
physically or emotionally absent or abusive, or who otherwise made it hard for them to use the imagery of 
father to represent God. When they do use this language, they find it hard to believe that God really is loving, 
kind, and can be trusted. 

Knowing this, I wonder if Jesus intentionally chose this image of Father, not because God is like our earthly 
fathers, but because so many long for the love of a father they never had. Your earthly father is not the 
pattern for God’s fatherhood, but God is the pattern and example of what a father is meant to be.  Imagine a 
father who is steadfast, faithful, loving, kind, compassionate, merciful, and present. Jesus really wants us to 
see this side of who God is.  His was the most effective, genuine, authentic, public relations campaign in 
history. We see God’s heart as we see Him come alive in His son! 

Because that relationship with many of our earthly fathers was not perfect, our lives have been affected in 
negative ways.  The character of our earthly father is the only example we see growing up and children mimic 
what they see.  In ways we can’t easily understand, who they were to us growing up affects who we are in this 
moment.  Where they’re lives reflected godly characteristics, we have been blessed, where they didn’t, we’ve 
been influenced in less than ideal ways.  

When we say, “our Father,” it likely carries a lot of impressions from our own experiences.  The challenge is to 
sort out the difference between the two “fathers.” As blessed as we may or may not have been with our 
earthly fathers, Jesus is actually showing us how to reset that relationship with a picture of what it means to 
know a perfect father.   

To get the picture in our head and hearts, I believe we may have to go backwards to go forward.  But when it 
comes to our discipleship, we cannot underestimate the power of our past and how it shapes our future. The 
Scriptures tell us that the blessings and sins of our families going back three to four generations profoundly 
impact who we are today. 

The truth is – we cannot move into the future God has for us until we acknowledge the blessings and 
brokenness we've inherited from our families of origin.  The Lord’s prayer helps us to be honest with 
ourselves, our past, our own father and name those things that were not right about that relationship.    
The hope is that the gap between our earthly father’s shortcomings and our perfect heavenly Father is closed 
by the new things we learn about how to do life as a Christian. Understanding the Lord’s prayer helps us to 
redefine our lives as we grow to trust God as a “Father.”   

Consider for a minute how “Our Father” relates to your own father 

What are 3 ways (or characteristics) in your own life where you see the influence of your earthly father? 

• 

• 

•



List 3 ways your earthly father had characteristics like our Heavenly Father.  
(For some, this may be easy, for others you might not think of any) 

• 

• 

• 

List 3 ways your earthly father did not represent the example of our Heavenly Father. 

• 

• 

• 

Prayer: 
Ask God to help you relate to him as a “Father” in the healthiest way possible. 

If you have wounds from your past, ask God to help you find healing.  He may even prompt you to consider 
forgiving something. 

Ask God to help our church represent “our Father” as children who would bring him joy by their way of life. 



Saturday March 5 
Our Father 

When we say the words Our Father with emphasis on Ours – together, it is an image of a family of siblings who 
are doing life together.  Jesus wanted us to see our life as believers in a similar, relational sense.  A vertical 
relationship with the father, while at the same time have a horizontal relationship with people around us.  
How we learned to do this growing up can affect positively or negatively how we get along as a church family. 

We learn the “art of relationships” as we grow up. Sometimes we relate well, sometimes not. Most of us 
mimic what we see our parents do in this regard and fathers play a vital role in showing us how its done.  

Today, take a few minutes and think about each of the siblings you have.  If you are an only child, think about 
close relationships you had growing up.   

Recall of a couple of times that you felt the closest to them. 
How would describe those experiences? 

Think of a couple of times that you had a fight or an argument. 
What happened? 

What role did your father play in those relationships? 
Was he present?   
Absent?  
Play favorites?  
Fair?  
Wise? 

In what ways do still find yourself mimicking your own parents, especially your father? 

Now take a minute and recite slowly the Lord’s prayer. 



Weekly Group Discussion 

During the next 6 weeks, we hope you will have been able to connect with a community of 
people to join in the conversation about our Lent Devotional Guide. If you need help getting 
connected, please contact the church office (330-332-4150). Today we will be focusing on 
March 2nd- March 5th.  Your facilitator will be asking these three questions each week.  

1. What day of the readings stuck out to you and why?

2. In what ways do these readings help FCC become one body?

3. How can we as a group take what we read and put it into action?



Monday March 7 
“Who Art in Heaven” 

Children commonly ask the question as their curious minds map out how the world fits together, “Where does 
God live?” It’s a great question. Where does God live? In this prayer Jesus addresses God as Our Father, who 
art in heaven. Luke does not include these words in his version of the Lord’s Prayer. Matthew does. Let’s 
consider the meaning of heaven in Scripture.  

From what we can tell, the ancient Hebrews imagined the earth as the center of the universe. Land masses 
were surrounded by water. Below the earth was the underworld where the dead resided and far below that 
were more waters— “the deep”—upon which the land rested. A dome arched over our atmosphere and near 
the top of that dome the sun, moon, and stars traveled across the sky. Above this was more water held back 
by some kind of solid layer whose gates could be opened, allowing the rains to fall to the earth. Finally, above 
that, were the “highest heavens.”  

This is how they imagined it in the early days of the Bible: 

The Greek language was used for writing the New Testament. So they chose the word “Ouranos” (ooh-ron-os) 
for heaven. It’s the same word they used to name the seventh planet from the sun – Uranus. Ouranos or 
Uranus was, in Greek mythology, the god of the sky. At times, the word ouranos—heaven—was used to 
describe everything between the ground and the dome above: the unseen atmosphere, the air we breathe, 
the place where the birds of the air take their flight.  



However, it is distinct from the earth, which refers to both the physical, visible world and the realm in which 
humans have dominion and often live lives disconnected from God the Creator.  

When “heaven” and “Father” are combined in Matthew, as in the opening of our prayer, Matthew uses the 
plural ouronois (ooh-ron-oys), heavens. Heaven, or heavens, in this sense, is distinct from earth, the material 
world, and yet it envelops both. Like the air or atmosphere or even wind, we cannot see it, but we breathe it 
and at times feel it. We are therefore surrounded by heaven.  

The point I want you to be aware of is that heaven isn’t always “up there” or “out there” as it came to later be 
understood in Scripture; it is also all that is around us even though we can’t see it. In this sense, God is as near 
as the air that we breathe. 

For Jesus, “heaven” is most often used to represent God’s reign, the world as it was meant to be, according to 
the original creational design. Jesus is trying to point us back to that design and at the same time include his 
redemptive agenda for lost humanity. That’s why we see the frequent use of the phrase “the kingdom of 
heaven” in Matthew’s Gospel.  

In this case, it is usually the plural form of the word ouranos, so “heavens” might be a better translation. While 
it might include all that is below, it most often seems to indicate the realm where God’s will is done. Where 
injustice, poverty, cruelty, inhumanity, violence, corruption, and pain have been banished. We’ll consider this 
more fully as we move along, when we turn to Jesus’s words, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.”  

Finally, heaven is used in Scripture to describe the future state and place where the righteous dead dwell with 
God (Matthew 8:10-11). Jesus promises he will go and prepare a place for us there, and that in his Father’s 
house there is “room to spare” (John 14:1-3). First-century Jewish and Christian understandings of the afterlife 
were more complex than simply going to heaven after death. Heaven, for early Christians, came to encompass 
the place where the saints dwelt with God, where death had been vanquished, and which one day would 
merge with the earth.  

Since heaven is described as being all these things, where is God? He is as near as the air that we breathe. His 
presence permeates the cosmos. He is even in the realm of the dead. The various ways in which heaven is 
used in Scripture points to the truth that there is nowhere that we can go where God is not.  

I love how Psalm 139 captures it when the psalmist asks: 
Where could I go to get away from your spirit?  
Where could I go to escape your presence?  
If I went up to heaven, you would be there.  
If I went down to the grave, you would be there too!  
If I could fly on the wings of dawn,  
stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean—  
even there your hand would guide me;  
even there your strong hand would hold me tight!  
(Psalm 139:7-10) 

This is why Paul could say with assurance, “Nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers or height or depth, or any 
other thing that is created” (Romans 8:38-39). 



Tuesday March 8 
“Hallowed be Thy Name” 

If you’ve ever prayed this, did you know you were offering a request for God to act? It literally reads, “Our 
Father, who art in heaven, hallow your name!” What are we asking for in this petition, and why?  The idea can 
best be understood this way, May His great name be hallowed in the world which He created. 

What does “hallow” even mean?  Definitely not a word you see very often anymore.  It is a throwback to 
another day and is a kind of “insider language” within the Christian tradition.  To be “hallowed” is to be “holy.” 
If you’re still scratching your head, maybe this will clarify “hallow”: “something that is dedicated to, or set 
apart for God’s purposes.”  

To dig in a little, it is the association with God that makes a person, place, or thing holy. Hallow can also mean 
pure, or that which is wholly different from the ordinary. It can signify something or someone that is cleansed, 
purified, righteous, or utterly good. Finally, it can mean “revered or something that inspires awe.” (Part of the 
word in the original Greek language is means to “shrink back from” – think vampires shrinking back from holy 
water or superman stepping back from the kryptonite.) Only in this case the God who is very able to undo us is 
actually very much for us, and we should give proper respects. 

This idea is so important the Bible uses words for “holy” over nine hundred times! 

In the Creation story God sets apart the seventh day, the Sabbath, as holy, a day that belongs to God and is 
not to be treated as any ordinary day.  

When Moses heard God speak through the burning bush, the voice said to him, “Take off your sandals, 
because you are standing on holy ground” (Exodus 3:5).  

Aaron, Moses’s brother, was to wear a turban with an ornament on the front that said, “Holy to the Lord,” 
meaning that as priest, he had been dedicated to God and God’s service (Exodus 28:36).  

The Temple was called holy. So were the furnishings in it. Israel was called God’s holy people (see Exodus 
19:6).  

And God said to them, “Be holy, for I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44, 45 NRSV). 

In the prayer that Jesus taught us, we are asking God to hallow or make holy God’s name. When Scripture 
speaks of God’s name, it is often a way of speaking of God or of God’s reputation.  

God’s original design made everything to be holy, or set apart for his purposes.  Not just “spiritual” purposes, 
but “creational purposes” from the very beginning of the human story. God made the world in such a way that 
it originally “worked.”  Everything was “made according to it kind” (Genesis 1). It was all a reflection of his 
handiwork, it was all a reflection of Him.  Having to “make things holy,” assumes that things were once holy. 
People and things in creation became unholy as they strayed from their original creational purpose, and now 
God is in the business of putting it all back into order again.   

His goal is to make everything holy by asking us to begin by making his name holy through our lives. 

• Consider how you can honor God’s name with your life.
• Consider things you might be doing that dishonor his name.



Wednesday March 9 
“Hallowed be Thy Name” 

Yesterday we discovered that in the prayer that Jesus taught us, we are asking God to hallow or make holy 
God’s name. When Scripture speaks of God’s name, it is often a way of speaking of God or of God’s 
reputation.  

Consider how this works from your own experience with other people. If you’ve ever had someone speak 
badly about you undeservedly, then you likely have been slandered.  Why is that so bad? Slander can be 
damaging because people create relationships on trust, trustworthiness and good character.  If those things 
are damaged unfairly by words spoken about you – people will reconsider who you are through their words. 

Reputations can get damaged as gossip depicts a person as untrustworthy or questionable in character.  Quite 
possibly people who don’t know you well begin disconnecting or deleting their relationship with you. It can 
take a lot of time to undo the social effect of slander as you make every effort to prove that you are a 
trustworthy human being with solid character. Slander robs people of their hard-earned social capital, it is a 
form of theft. 

Since reputations are what at stake here, it’s fair to say that one of the thoughts opposing hallowing 
someone’s name, is to slander someone’s name. 

But how does God hallow God’s own name? How does he make holy his own reputation? 

In this case, to pray for God to hallow God’s name is for us to desire that God’s name be hallowed; and as we 
desire it, we invite God to use us to hallow God’s name.  

We hallow God’s name in our praise, in the honor we show God; but, perhaps most importantly, we hallow 
God’s name by living in a way that reflects God’s goodness, majesty, beauty, and love. All the endearing 
qualities we see in God should be reflected in our lives as well. The likeness of the Father is seen in the faces of 
his children. 

All creation is meant to hallow God’s name, to bring God glory and honor. 

So what? You may ask.  What does God’s reputation have to do with me?  Isn’t my faith private, just between 
me and God?  

This is a concern the church must seriously consider in 2022. There are an increasing number of people who 
have been repelled by Christianity because of Christians they have known, or witnessed, acting in ways that 
did not hallow God’s name. They have at times experienced people who identify as “Christians” who were 
unkind, judgmental, self-centered, materialistic, insensitive, racist, and more. 

There are everyday Christians who act in unchristian ways. As a Pastor, I’ve met people who can recount the 
hurt they have experienced at the hands of Christians. How many times I’ve heard people say, “If that’s what 
God-followers are like, you can keep your religion, because I’m not interested.”  

In effect, because they have self-identified as Christians, they slander God’s name by reflecting qualities that 
make God look bad.  His reputation gets damaged unjustly and he gets shut off from potential relationships 
with people.  It may take a long time before a true seeker gives him a second look.  Would this slander be 
considered a form of theft based on the description above? 



If this disturbs you, it should.  However, it shouldn’t demoralize you because God has made the effort to 
accommodate us despite our “slandering” tendencies.  His grace helps us to move out of that way of living - 
into a better way of life. He shows us how to be life-giving people instead of insecure, threatened, wounded, 
human beings who lash out at every offense. From places of deep hurt we can make global statement about 
other’s character when they rub us the wrong way.  However, the Lord’s Prayer calls us to no longer be those 
people, but rather secure, alive, God-protected, lovers of broken people, especially those that offend us! 

The truth is, every Christian at some point profanes God’s name. But if people profane God’s name, it is also 
true that people can hallow God’s name. I’ll say it again: when you pray this part of the Lord’s Prayer, you are 
not only seeking to hallow God’s name, you are also praying, “Father, use me to hallow your name. Help me to 
show others who you are. Help me to love them with your love. Help me to keep your name holy.” 

• Pray for someone who has offended or slandered you. Ask God to heal them, redeem them and change both
of your hearts so that God can prevail there, along with his deep love.



Thursday March 10 
“Thy Kingdom Come” 

Thy kingdom come. 

The focus of Jesus’s preaching and teaching was what he called the kingdom of God, or in Matthew’s Gospel, 
the kingdom of heaven. Jesus mentions “the Kingdom” more than one hundred times. You cannot fully 
understand Jesus, what he taught, stood for, and embodied without understanding the kingdom of heaven.  

Like all words about God, “kingdom” is a metaphor. Jesus, and all people speaking about God, used analogies, 
similes, and metaphors to describe God, God’s will, and God’s ways. Part of the challenge with Jesus’s words 
about the Kingdom, for us, is that most of us don’t live in kingdoms, but instead in representative 
democracies.  

We have to work a little bit to understand the metaphor. In Jesus’s day a kingdom or empire was a geographic 
region or realm ruled over by a king or an emperor. A benevolent king or queen sought to govern with justice, 
to rule with righteousness and mercy, and in a way that served the common good. In turn the king or queen’s 
authority was respected, their rules obeyed, and they were honored. People knelt before them. They hailed 
them as royalty. They recognized their ultimate authority.  

It’s helpful to remember, when we consider this idea of kingdom, where Scripture begins. “In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1 NIV). The entire cosmos is God’s handiwork. 
Consequently, God is the rightful ruler of it all. The universe itself is God’s kingdom. This is why several 
common Jewish blessings begin, Barukh atah Adonai Eloihenu Melek ha Olam—“Blessed are you, Lord our 
God, King of the Universe.” God is the ruler or king of the universe, and the entire cosmos is God’s realm or 
kingdom. 

 Why then do we need to pray for God’s kingdom to come? 

Isn’t it already here? In Genesis 1:28, after creating humans, God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill 
the earth and master it. Take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything crawling on the 
ground.” The Hebrew word for “master it” signifies gaining control over the earth. And the Hebrew word for 
“take charge” signifies ruling or having dominion over something.  Essentially God put us in charge of the 
earth, it was humanity’s birthright to do so.  He gave it to us and left it up to us to take care of it under His 
rule. His hope was that we understood his creational purpose and that we would rule and operate according 
to the design.   

Questions to consider: 

• How is the reign and rule of God seen at work in your life?
• In your home?
• At work?
• In your relationships?

Pray that God’s kingdom would come into your life in greater ways. That your life “down here” would reflect 
more accurately the life “up there” in heaven.”  



Friday March 11 
“Thy Kingdom Come” 

Yesterday we left off with the question, “Why then do we need to pray for God’s kingdom to come?” 

Here, as the Bible begins, God gives humans the authority to rule over this planet on God’s behalf. However, 
much of the rest of the Bible, and of human history for that matter, is the story of the many ways humans can 
make a mess of things.  

Beginning in Genesis 3, Adam and Eve turn away from God’s will by eating forbidden fruit. A chapter later Cain 
kills his brother Abel. In the next chapter Lamech kills a man. And by Genesis 6, the earth is so filled with 
violence that God grieves that he even made human beings and believes he must end the experiment with a 
flood and start over. By Genesis chapter 10, 70 nations are listed on earth who then unite in the next chapter - 
Genesis 11, against the creational purpose and design of God!   

These stories are not told in Scripture to simply recount ancient history, but to teach us about ourselves and 
to describe the world as God heartbreakingly sees it. We can be a violent race. In the last century over one 
hundred million people died as a result of war. Millions more died from starvation and malnutrition-related 
diseases that could have been avoided, while millions of others across our planet struggle with obesity.  

That doesn’t begin to name the many personal demons you and I may wrestle with: pride, indifference, 
addiction, deceitfulness, materialism, fear, gluttony and many more. Beneath all of these is often idolatry, 
allowing something else to sit on the throne of our heart and life, to be our god or king.  

And in response to all of this, Jesus tells us to pray “Thy kingdom come.” 

The list of ways we have distorted God’s creational purpose is depressingly long. We could easily lose heart 
and give up on trying to improve things. However, God does not. The storyline shifts in Genesis 12. God begins 
the “Great RESET” with the call of Abraham and the promised “seed” who would bless the 70 nations 
mentioned earlier. After much history involving Abraham’s children, including Moses and King David, Jesus 
arrives as that promised “seed” of Abraham. Jesus begins the recovery process with his disciples, blessing the 
world by announcing the Kingdom.  

Jesus starts small with this big prayer. 

We pray for God’s kingdom to come because it is the only hope we have to recover a lost world.  God begins 
the salvation process through his son, Jesus. He gave him the authority we once had but forfeited when we 
followed the voice of the evil one in the garden. The early disciples recognized this was an epic moment where 
Jesus was recovering our birthright and all of creation!  And they were now part of it!   

Jesus commissions his disciples to follow through with the project. Their job was and is to embody a new way 
of life that the recovers the creational design as they fulfill his redemptive purpose. This is what the kingdom is 
about!  Their job was and is to proclaim a new way, the Kingdom way. Their responsibility was, and still is, to 
teach everyone to obey everything Jesus commanded them.  His promise was that they would be with them 
always (Matthew 28:18-20).  

Jesus gives a mandate to his disciples, it comes in the form of the Lord’s Prayer. 
• Ask Jesus to show you 2 ways he can fill his redemptive purpose in your life.



Saturday March 12 
“Thy Will Be Done” 

After this manner, therefore, pray: 
Our Father which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done in earth,  
as it is in heaven.  
(Matthew 6:9-10)  

[Jesus] withdrew from them about a stone's throw, knelt down, and prayed. He said, "Father, if it's your will, 
take this cup of suffering away from me. However, not my will but your will must be done."  
(Luke 22:41-42)  

There was story about a Republican and a Democratic candidate for office who were meeting in a town hall 
debate. In the course of the exchange, one of them men played the “God card” hoping to endear himself to 
the audience for being religious. The Republican candidate said to the Democrat, "I'll bet you $20 you don't 
even know the words to the Lord's Prayer."  

The Democrat responded, "I'll take your bet. I do know the words to the Lord's Prayer."  
"Great," the Republican replied, "Let's hear it." The Democrat responded, "Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray 
the Lord my soul to keep ..." The Republican looked stunned, and then took out his billfold and handed his 
opponent $20, saying, "I can't believe you actually knew it!"  

Its an old joke, but I think it still holds up because it reflects in a goofy way how we can say so much and not 
really understand what we are talking about.  That's particularly true in the second line of the Lord's Prayer, 
"Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven."  

This is one of the most important lines in the entire prayer. In it we find the primary concern of the entire 
Lord’s Prayer. In fact, it is the primary concern of Jesus’s entire ministry. His teaching, life, death, and 
resurrection focused on announcing God’s kingdom, inviting people to be a part of it, and encouraging people 
to not only pray, but to live in such a way that God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven.  

Another helpful way of saying the prayer is to pray, whatever is already happening above (in heaven), may 
that happen as well, today – down here.  

As we pray, "thy will be done," it seems appropriate to pause to reflect upon God's will. 

There are some who believe that everything happens according to God's will. In response to some 
disappointment, or some tragedy, they say in resignation, "It must have been the will of God." Or they might 
suggest in the face of suffering that, “Everything happens for a reason.” If God is king of the universe, it is 
argued, God is sovereign and "in control," and therefore whatever happens must be the will of God.  

I prefer to think of it as “Sovereign Oversight.”  He allows us to make choices and those choices on a small 
scale have good as well as devastating consequences. The more our choices are destructive, the more evil 
prevails. God doesn’t will these things but as C.S. Lewis observed he is more like a “chess master” who has 
such an incredible ability that he can outmaneuver your best moves in the end. He lets you and I play a role in 



creation making moves along the way and sometimes people hurt people.  Evil prevails, bad things happen, 
innocent people get hurt.  God’s heart breaks.  His hope is that through Jesus, our choices would reflect his 
character and purpose. We will spend our lives relearning how to do it right as we follow Jesus. 

When we pray, we are inviting him into the mess. He is wanting to reclaim the mess but he seeks our consent 
to rejoin our lives. He respects our decisions and desires for us to begin to make his will a factor in how we 
make choices. The Lord’s Prayer works very powerfully to that end! 

We no longer give in to the fatalism of the world, "Whatever will be will be. I can't change it. God will do what 
God wants to do. I resign myself to accepting my fate." NO!  God says you are my active change agents and I’m 
using YOU to make it right again.  More accurately, he’s asking each of us to let him work through us.  This is 
an important thing to note because it makes all the difference:  

We are not just doing good works for him, but rather preparing our hearts by inviting him daily through this 
prayer to work in us as we reflect him. Working for him does not work. Asking him to work in us, does. 

The very reason we must pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,” is because God's will is often not done 
on earth as it is in heaven. We pray this precisely because God's sovereignty does not mean that everything 
that occurs happens because God wills it. We have to pray for God's kingdom to come and work for God's will 
to be done.  

Prayer – Surrender your life to God today and ask him to work in you and through you. 



Weekly Group Discussion 

During the next 6 weeks, we hope you will have been able to connect with a community of 
people to join in the conversation about our Lent Devotional Guide. If you need help getting 
connected, please contact the church office (330-332-4150). Today we will be focusing on 
March 7th- March 12th.  Your facilitator will be asking these three questions each week.  

1. What day of the readings stuck out to you and why?

2. In what ways do these readings help FCC become one body?

3. How can we as a group take what we read and put it into action?
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Part Two 

I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11

I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11



Week 2 
“Praying Together” 

Monday March 14 
“On Earth” 

How do you imagine the Kingdom of Heaven? 

What do you think it looks like when we take what is going on in heaven and ask God to make it happen on 
earth as well?   

Are our lives supposed to have some real-world effect as we follow Jesus? 

How do we even begin to make it happen on earth? 

When Jesus began his public ministry, this was his message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near” (Matthew 4:17). God's invisible realm where his will is done was breaking into our visible world as Jesus 
preached and ministered. As we learned last week, heaven, “ouronos,” is sometimes used in Scripture to 
describe God's invisible realm where he rules perfectly.  

Jesus came not only announcing God's heavenly kingdom was coming near; he literally embodied the Kingdom 
and acted out what it meant to live it.  I mean, how exciting it must have been to see “God” personally heal 
the sick, forgive sinners, feed the hungry, and raised the dead; and in doing this, Jesus as the “son of God,” 
folded back the curtain of heaven a little and it was refreshing and life-giving.   

We tend to think that our job is to get people into heaven.  However, according to this prayer, its more like 
getting heaven into the people!   A careful look at Jesus’ life tells us he seemed focused on bringing the 
influence of heaven into the experience of life on earth. The kingdom of heaven was showing up and it was 
amazing! 

If you have a “nerd cap,” please take a minute and put it on - for just a minute!   If you are an “intermediate 
level” bible reader, you may have noticed the gospels of Mark and Luke use the phrase, “Kingdom of God.” 
Matthew (the first Gospel) seems to like the phrase, “Kingdom of Heaven”.  Why is it different? Does it 
matter?  

For years it was taught that this was due to Matthew's Jewish audience who so revered God's name that 
Matthew substituted the word “heaven” for the word “God” in response. For a Jew the name “God” was too 
sacred to say. The actual word in Hebrew is written so it can’t even be pronounced.  That is some hardcore 
respect for the God of the Universe!  (We probably should keep this in mind, especially since “respect” seems 
to be in short supply on planet earth right now).   That said, Bible scholar Jonathan Pennington tells us 
“Matthew is repeatedly setting up a contrast between two realms—the heavenly and the earthly—which 
stand for God on the one hand, and humanity on the other."  

The gap between the quality of life in heaven vs. the quality of life on earth is what Jesus came to close.  (If 
you’ve paid attention lately it seems to have widened.  We clearly have some work to do!).   Reversing back 21 



centuries, Matthew is trying to highlight the difference between the 2 places and God’s desire to make them 
like each other.  
 
In Jesus, and in the lives of all who follow him, the heavenly realm is breaking into the earthly realm. When we 
"repent" as Jesus called his hearers to do, we have a change of mind that leads to a change of heart and 
ultimately a change of our whole way of life! Repentance is just another way of looking at life on earth and 
comparing it to the things we learn about heaven through Jesus.  We then start a long process of letting go of 
stuff that doesn’t match and embracing things that reflect heaven.   
 
The starting line for repentance is when we seriously pray "Thy" not "my," and we yield ourselves to God, 
seeking to live as citizens of the Kingdom.  God's kingdom does in fact come on earth as it is in heaven as our 
increasingly changed lives reflect it. 
 
In praying this prayer, we not only fix our hearts and minds on God's kingdom coming, but we also invite God 
to use us as instruments to fulfill our prayer. We're praying, in part, "Here I am, Lord, use me."  
 
One of the reasons why we habitually come to church on Sundays is to learn this new way of life Jesus came to 
show us.  When we gather to worship and we pray the Lord’s prayer, we are asking God the Father to make it 
happen through us during the week that follows.  Going to church, being with other believers who want the 
kingdom to take hold in their lives and families - is how we start to live this prayer out.  
 
• What are some things in my life that reflect the presence of heaven? 
 
• What are some things that I can label, “needs work”? 
 
• What are some ways that God can use me this week? 
 
• Ask God to prepare your heart to serve Him, and then ask Him to show you a path or two this week that will  
   help bring heaven into earthly situations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday March 15 
“As it is in Heaven” 

Ron Heifetz who founded the Center for Public Leadership at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, which 
is code language for “person who helps others lead well”, created a diagram that depicts a forty five-degree 
angle made up of two arrows moving from left to right. The lower, horizontal arrow represents the world as it 
is. The arrow rising at an angle represents the world as it is supposed to be.  It’s a useful graph that helps us to 
see what Jesus was trying to do in bringing the Kingdom of Heaven down to earth. 

Jesus described the world as it is supposed to be as he preached about the kingdom of God. Heifetz suggests 
that the role of leaders is to help people close the gap between the world as it is and the world as it is 
supposed to be. This is what we are praying for in the Lord's Prayer. Doing God's will and living this prayer 
involves closing the gap between the world as it is and the world as it is supposed to be.  

In the Old Testament, the prophets imagined what it would look like when God's kingdom comes on earth as it 
is in heaven.  

Isaiah offers this picture of the heavenly or peaceable kingdom: 
The wolf will live with the lamb,  
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat;  
the calf and the young lion will feed together,  
and a little child will lead them.  
The cow and the bear will graze,  
Their young will lie down together,  
and a lion eat straw like an ox.  
A nursing child will play over the snake's hole;  
toddlers will reach right over the serpent's den.  
They won't harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain;.  
The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the LORD,  
just as the water covers the sea.  
(Isaiah 11:6-9)  

Micah joins Isaiah in offering this glimpse of the Kingdom: 
They shall beat their swords into iron plows  
and their spears into pruning tools.  
Nation will not take up sword against nation,  



they will no longer learn how to make war. 
(Micah 4:3; Isaiah 2:4-5)  

The Bible's final book, the Book of Revelation, offers a compelling vision of what the kingdom of God will look 
like when it has fully come down to earth: 
I saw a new heaven and a new earth,  
for the former heaven and  
the former earth had passed away,  
and the sea was no more.  
I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,  
coming down out of heaven from God,  
made ready as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  
I heard a loud voice from the throne say, "Look! God's dwelling is here with humankind. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his peoples. God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more. There will be no mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away." Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look! I'm making all things new."  
(Revelation 21:1-5)  

It’s the kind of world we all long for, when things are put into a healthy, life-giving order. In each of these texts 
we see an end to violence, suffering, and pain. We see the world, not as it is, but as it was meant to be.  

Revelation describes what happens when the Lord’s prayer is finally fulfilled in the end: 

“The kingdom of the world  
has become the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ,  
and he will rule for ever and always" (Revelation 11:15). 

Jesus came announcing that the kingdom of heaven has come near. He invited us to pray, "Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done." But our prayer is not simply for the end of history as we know it, but that we might 
experience a taste of these things here and now. And not only that we will experience a foretaste of the final 
kingdom, but that we might be a part of bringing that kingdom near.  

If all we did was watch the news, we would probably miss it.  There is no glamour in broadcasting the good 
people do for each other every day in the name of Jesus. The kind hearts that beat with God’s, the rescuers of 
children that are trafficked daily, the police officers and nurses and teachers who pray before they act and 
bring a “kingdom flavor” to the worlds they inhabit.  Not exactly as interesting for many as that traffic accident 
that just happened, except God is watching and smiling and lives are feeling His presence through God’s 
servants.   

All the people I just mentioned carry a “citizenship card” that Paul writes about in Philippians 3:20-21, 

"Our citizenship is in heaven.  
We look forward to a savior that comes from there—the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will transform our humble bodies  
so that they are like his glorious body,  
by the power that also makes him able to subject all things to himself."  

What has God called you to do in this season in your life?  If you are working, how can you bring the kingdom 
into that space?  Ask God to show you this week. 



Wednesday March 16 
“Give us this day our daily bread” 
 
[Jesus said to them,] “After this manner therefore pray,  
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread."  
(Matthew 6:9-11)  
 
They asked [Jesus], "What miraculous sign will you do, that we can see and believe you? What will you do? 
Our ancestors ate manna in the wilderness, just as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat"... 
Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Who ever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in 
me will never be thirsty."  
(John 6:30-31, 35)  
 
If you had breakfast already, maybe you had some toast. Did you know that toast comes from Kansas?  
Actually, wheat comes from Kansas, goes to a mill, then to a bakery, then in the form of bread, to your store, 
then to your house, then to your plate.  You have a choice, do I thank Kansas or the Lord?  Or maybe you 
thank the Lord that you don’t have to drive through Kansas? 
  
As we continue our study of the Lord's Prayer, having considered the first two lines, "Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," we now 
turn to the third line, "Give us this day our daily bread." As with the first two sentences, we'll find there is 
much more here than we might at first suppose. It is more complex than getting your toast from Kansas, easily 
understood however and better for you. 
 
Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread  
 
Let's begin by focusing on the little, seemingly insignificant word in this prayer—"daily.” It is found in the 
Greek of both Matthew's and Luke's version of the prayer. In Greek the word is “epiousian” (epee ooh-see-
on). I believe that this word is the key to making sense of this petition. But what makes this word particularly 
interesting is that it appears nowhere in the Greek language that we know of up to this point. It was a head 
scratcher, kind of like if I said the word “constabulator.”  It took a minute for bible scholars to figure this one 
out.  It's appearance in Matthew and Luke is the earliest use of the word so far as we are aware.  
 
Put your nerd cap on for a minute.  Did you know the New Testament was written in the Greek language?  
However, Jesus spoke in Aramaic, which is like the language of modern Israel in many ways.  So, early 
Christians had to translate what he said into Greek, the universal language of the Roman Empire at the time.  
Mostly not a big deal, but a few words were new like “epiousian.”  So, very early on in the history of 
Christianity, someone used epiousian to describe the bread Jesus was inviting us to pray for.  
 
If you are still tracking, “Epiousian” doesn't literally translate as “daily.” In fact, we don't know exactly how to 
translate it. “Epi” means "on," "in," "upon," or "to.” “Ousios” means "essence," "being," or "substance." So, 
epiousian would seem to mean "that which is needed for us to be" or "that which is essential."  "Our daily 
bread" might better be translated as "the essential bread," or "the bread we need to survive," or "the bread of 
subsistence."  
 
This petition in the prayer is better translated as: "Give us today the bread that we need to exist."  
 



"Give us today the bread that we need to exist." 

When I pray the Lord's Prayer, I do so as one who has food in the cupboard. I don't worry where my next meal 
will come from. But there are many, right here in our community, who pray this prayer for whom this petition 
is, quite literally, a request for God to help them to have enough to eat. Thankfully, Salem has a food pantry 
supported by the community and local churches that serves to fulfill this prayer.  One of many ways that God 
uses people to provide things prayed for.  As a matter of fact, God almost always uses people tuned to his 
voice to fulfill prayer requests made to Him.  He divinely orchestrates things so they get from Kansas to your 
table.  

So far we’ve been learning to be people who pray "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done" and recognize in that 
prayer a call to action.  People who pray those words and remember that in them they are praying, "Here I 
am, use me." Those who have more than enough often become the answer to the prayers of those who are 
lacking. We become the angels, the miracle workers, and the source of manna from God, and on occasions 
where people are not available, He will in His own mysterious way be Himself the “make-it-happener-person. 

Jesus taught us to pray "Give us this day our daily bread," he’s drawing from a long history of God equipping 
His people to watch out for those who need help.  

In Deuteronomy 15:10, God tells the Israelites: "Give generously to needy persons. Don't resent giving to 
them because it is this very thing that will lead to the Lord your God's blessing you in all you do and work 
at." This idea appears throughout Scripture, another example from which Proverbs 22:9 notes, "Those who 
are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor” (NRSV). 

If we think the Lord’s Prayer is important, we have probably experienced God’s blessing ourselves along the 
way. Perhaps you’ve discovered that God the Father is the Source of everything actually.  Your prayer for daily 
bread may have been, (or maybe is right now) a prayer to help us with that thing we needed that we lacked, 
that we trusted him to provide. 

So, when we who have more than enough, "Give us this day our daily bread," the emphasis should be on the 
us and our. It is a way of recognizing that we are in this together, with others.  And some people who are in 
need can see the heart of God when He uses us as the vehicle to drive from Kansas to that person’s empty 
plate, "Giving them their daily bread – in what ever form they needed it”.  

A prayer for this week of Lent can be: 

"Use me and others so that all of us may eat." 

Or 

“Use us together to help someone that is overwhelmed in their need.” 



Thursday March 17 
“And Forgive Us Our Debts as We Forgive our Debtors” 
 
Have you ever wondered, “What does ‘and’ mean?”  Me neither.   In the Lord’s prayer it is significant because  
It is a “connector” word gluing, "give us this day our daily bread" to "forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us." Among other things, the daily bread we ask for is God's forgiveness and 
mercy. Forgiveness is part of the essential bread we need to survive.  
 
How would you rate yourself when it comes to asking God for forgiveness?  I would rate myself pretty high, 
mostly because I’ve had lots of practice.   
 
How would you rate yourself when it comes to asking other Christians you’ve been sideways with, for 
forgiveness?  Speaking for myself, I’m embarrassed to say I’m not as well practiced. 
 
Forgiveness is part of the essential bread we need to survive – together. 
 

Forgive Us Our Sins 
 
If you’ve ever prayed the Lord’s prayer with someone from another church tradition, have you ever felt 
awkward when they prayed this part with you?  You know where you say, “Debts and debtors” and they say 
“Trespasses and trespassers.”  They are thinking collection agency and you are thinking shotguns and old guys 
in bib-overalls.  And then you say a silent prayer of thanks that we use the less clunky “debts” version.  
 
In Luke's account of the Lord's Prayer, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray, “Forgive us our sins." In Matthew's 
account Jesus taught them to pray, “Forgive us our debts." Most English-speaking Protestants, Catholics, and 
Orthodox pray, "Forgive us our trespasses." Our church will pray, “Forgive us our debts." Which is it, sins, 
debts, or trespasses? Let's spend a minute with this question as a way of deepening our understanding of this 
part of our prayer.  
 
In Luke's version, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray, "Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone 
indebted to us" (Luke 11:4 NRSV). The Greek word for "sin" is hamartia. It is an archery term that meant to 
miss the target. You string your arrow, pull it back, and let go, but the arrow falls short of the target, or 
overshoots it, or the arrow flies to the right or left—the word is hamartia. But by the New Testament period, 
hamartia was the primary word for "sin."  
 
When we miss the target, we are in effect doing life in a way that doesn’t align with God’s way.  This is bad 
because God made us and in effect its like deciding to throw out His instruction manual and make up our own. 
From His point of view, its like the train crash has already happened before it actually does.  We end up 
hurting other people, ourselves and even people we don’t know sometimes.  It makes Him look bad, because 
He made us or if we have decided to follow Jesus, people won’t see Him when they see us and they then get 
confused about all the noise we make about going to church.  This is upsetting to God because of the shame it 
brings upon us and by association He becomes part of our mess.  God’s more interested in honor for His name 
and ours.  Thankfully this prayer helps us find our way back through forgiveness.  
 
Surprisingly to newcomers, when we look at Scripture closely, we find that all of the Bible's heroes were guilty 
of sin in some form, yet God forgave them, walked with them, loved them, and used them. The Bible's 
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were each, in their own ways, a mess. Sarah was cruel to Hagar. Moses 
killed a man. King David may have composed or commissioned many of our psalms, but at his worst moment, 
recorded in Scripture for us to read, he was an adulterer and had a man killed to cover up his sin.  



Esther at first lacked courage. Joseph was ready to divorce Mary. Peter denied knowing Jesus. The rest of the 
apostles abandoned Jesus. Judas betrayed him. Paul participated in the stoning of Stephen before he came to 
faith.  
 
Please notice something, almost all the sins mentioned involve other people.  Do they matter? Or is sin just 
between me and God? Once I square it with Him, we’re good, right?  Does God want us to ask people we’ve 
sinned against for forgiveness or is He the only one that matters and everyone else needs to just suck it up? 
 
What do you think God is thinking at this point? Maybe “love your neighbor as yourself?”  Would you want the 
person who violated you in some way – big or small, to ask to be forgiven?  Or does forgiveness matter when 
its people vs people? Perhaps it can be optional if we feel like it?  My money says probably not so much. 

 
Forgive Us Our Debts 

 
Which is it, debts or trespasses? Because I’m biased, well go with debts for now.  
 
Jesus teaches us to pray, forgive us our “opheilemata,” (another Greek word to add to your list).  It literally 
refers to “something owed to another.” So, the better translation of Matthew's account of the Lord's Prayer is 
"forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors." In the time of Jesus, everyone understood the metaphor of 
debt as it related to sin and forgiveness.  
 
Jesus spoke frequently in his teaching and parables about debts. Most common people—and that was most of 
the population of Galilee and Judea during the time of Jesus—owed someone something at some point during 
the year. The tenant farmers were living on leased land and may have borrowed money for seed. To repay 
their debt, they gave a portion of their crops to the landlord and lenders at harvest time. If the harvest was 
poor, their debt carried over into the next crop season. Without regular paychecks, and with droughts and 
taxes and other obligations, it was not uncommon for working people to owe something to someone multiple 
times each year. They might never be free of their debts.  
 
The use of the word debt in the Lord's Prayer was a powerful metaphor, as all of Jesus’ hearers knew what 
happened to debtors who could not repay. Jesus taught his disciples to ask for God to cancel their debts. 
When it comes to the debts that need to be forgiven, the idea involves what is owed to God. We can offend 
God by not doing what we’ve been asked to do and we can offend Him by doing the thing he says we 
shouldn’t. 
 
If you've ever walked through a store of fragile things, you may have seen a sign that says, “You break it, you 
buy it." It is a reminder that you are responsible for what you cause to happen, whether intentionally or 
accidentally, and you'll be required to pay. Matthew's use of this word is a metaphor meant to recognize the 
burden of our sins, and the generosity of God in releasing us from our debts. Likewise, we're meant to be 
willing to forgive the debts of others, releasing the debt of those who have sinned against us.  
 
Forgiveness follows the direction of the wood Jesus was crucified with.  Part of it is directed upward to God, 
part of it is directed outward to people around us who God wants us to be reconciled with as well. 
 
Is there anyone that God has placed on your heart to forgive? 
Is there anyone that God wants you to ask forgiveness from so reconciliation can begin to happen. 
 
Ask God to make both your vertical (God) and horizontal (other people, including church people) healthier 
through forgiveness. 



Friday March 18 
“And Lead us not into Temptation” 

Have you ever wondered, “What does ‘and’ mean?”  Me too, just yesterday!  Once again, Jesus is connecting 
ideas together for a purpose.  

I wonder if Jesus is connecting our prayer for bread for all of us, with our need for forgiveness. As if knowing 
that we will fail to provide bread for those in need, and that we will at times substitute something that will get 
us into trouble with the bread of life he offers? Follow? 

It is said that Martin Luther went to bed every night praying, "Forgive us our trespasses," and that he woke up 
every morning praying, "Lead us not into temptation."  

Temptation Island Earth 

We're all tempted. This is a part of the human condition. Temptation is the lure or the wooing that we feel 
internally—mostly fed by our imaginations, by others, by marketing, or by the devil himself.  The goal is to get 
us to say, think, or act in ways that are either morally wrong or that are not healthy or helpful for us and 
anyone else that we might pull into the mess.   

Sometimes the temptation is simply to not do anything at all when God is calling us to act. Sometimes we feel 
the inward struggle, a wrestling of our thoughts with a desire to do what we know is harmful or avoid doing 
what we know is right. We have a hunger for the thing that tempts us. Consider the seven deadly sins: lust, 
gluttony, greed, indifference, anger, envy, and pride. Before we commit any acts involving these sins, we are 
first tempted by the thought of them in a form that makes them look enticing.  

Temptations range in severity and social effect.  However innocent or severe, it is a pull to cross a line that we 
know we shouldn’t cross. If we want it bad enough we are all capable of creating reasons why its OK in our 
situation.  Just because we can get creative like that, doesn’t mean that’s a good use of our creativity. 

We're tempted to overconsume, tempted to gossip, tempted to not care, tempted by the desire for more, 
tempted by the need for affirmation, tempted to want what is not ours, tempted to blow up at one another, 
tempted to live and think as if the world revolves around us. Temptation is a universal part of the human 
condition.  It almost always is the reason wars are fought, laws are made, lives are destroyed, families are 
broken, people bear scars, friends no longer talk, in short, why the world is as it is.   

The question is not whether we will be tempted, but how we will respond when temptation comes? 

In both the Old and New Testaments, we find the imagery of God shepherding his people, and part of that 
shepherding is leading the animals to safety. Part of shepherding includes protecting animals from their 
predators. In this prayer we're inviting God, our shepherd, to both lead us and protect us from harm.  

I think of a video that went viral one time of a man in Florida whose dog strayed close to a pond in his back 
yard. Ponds can be a dangerous spot in a place like Florida. Suddenly, with no warning, a juvenile alligator 
emerged from the pond, seized the startled dog, and carried it under the water. Almost as quickly, the dog's 
owner jumped into the water and grabbed the gator. He pried open the reptile's jaws so that his dog, a King 
Charles Cavalier spaniel who had not yet been seriously injured, was able to escape safely to shore. Then the 
man released the alligator, got out of the pond, picked up the fortunate dog, and walked away. Evil always 
lurks near us, but God is always by our side.  



 
We need this prayer, personally, as we strive to listen and follow the voice of the Spirit and not the whisper of 
the serpent. But we also need it as the church, God's people, that we will not be deceived, but instead 
courageously follow Christ, who was “tempted in every way” (Hebrews 4:15). 
 
Name one thing that you know you should do, but haven’t? 
 
Name a few ways that you see people around you get tempted.  What effect do you think it could have? 
 
Consider something that you have been repeatedly tempted to do or say, ask God to lead you away from the 
desire you have for it during the Lent Season.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday March 19 
“But Deliver Us from Evil” 

Why do we pray, deliver us from evil?  Is evil really even a thing anymore? Surely you don’t believe in a literal 
“devil?” – said, Anyone who hasn’t been on planet earth these past 2 years. 

There are stories and then there are Stories of epic proportions.  Genesis 3 is an EPIC story.  Not so much in 
length, but in lasting influence, to this very day. It contains the original pattern from which future temptations 
are designed -  right there as part of the opening story in Scripture. You may recall that the story begins with 
these words: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made" 
(Genesis 3:1 NRSV).  

In Genesis 3, Eve encounters a walking, talking snake. The talking snake is the embodiment of temptation. I 
love how the Scripture notes that he was "more crafty" than any other animal God had made. The Hebrew 
word is “aram,” and it can mean crafty, but also cunning and even sensible. The serpent was great at 
rationalizing and making arguments for doing the very thing God had told Adam and Eve not to do. And yet, 
from a certain point of view, the talking snake's arguments seemed sensible to Eve. The serpent told her, "God 
knows that when you eat of [the forbidden fruit] your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil" (v. 5 NRSV).  

The Disney animated adaptation of Rudyard Kipling's The Jungle Book gives a nod to this biblical story. There's 
a scene in which Kaa, the python, hypnotizes the boy, Mowgli, with the intention of devouring him. Hypnosis is 
an apt metaphor for temptation; it's as if we fall into a trance or become enchanted by something and 
become susceptible to suggestion.  

I've never seen a talking snake trying to lure me to do what I don't want to do, or what I should not do. But I 
have often heard the voice of the serpent in my mind seeking to lure me to sin. I hear his whisper rationalizing 
with me in my secret thoughts, telling me that the very things I know I should not do will be the things that will 
make me happy. And every time I give in to his whispers, I find the opposite is true and the outcome not what 
I expected or anticipated.   

I take comfort in knowing that even Jesus was tempted. Near the beginning of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
Jesus is tempted by the devil. Christians affirm that Jesus was both fully God and fully human. As a man, he 
was tempted as we are though he alone, among all humans, never gave in. He came to show us what 
Humanity 2.0 looks like and how not to repeat the mistakes of Adam and Eve. 

Because Jesus resisted the temptations offered by Satan, it's easy for us to miss how intense his wrestling with 
the devil must have been. Jesus was alone in the wilderness, fasting and praying for forty days and forty 
nights. He must have been very hungry.  

Can you hear the tempter, “If you really are God's son, as you thought you heard the voice from heaven say at 
your baptism, then prove it. You are so hungry, Jesus. Surely your Father doesn't want you to starve. You can 
break your fast with a morsel of bread. And what's the harm in using your power to turn a rock into a bit of 
bread?" Notice the "if" (or some bibles have "since")—this is in part about planting seeds of doubt. However, 
Jesus responds with a Scripture we’ve seen before: “It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of God'" (Matthew 4:4 NRSV).  

Then Satan takes him to a high point of the Temple in Jerusalem, and there the devil encourages him to jump, 
saying, "If you are the Son of God, surely God will deliver you," and then the devil quotes Scripture, Psalm 



91:11-12, in which the psalmist promises that God's angels would protect God's people and not allow them to 
even bruise their foot upon the stones. Was this a temptation to do an amazing stunt that would prove to 
Jesus and others that he really was the Son of God? Was it a way out of the path of suffering that lay ahead? 
By doing this, Jesus would either be delivered by God or die. Either way he would avoid the road that ended in 
a cross. Once more Jesus quotes Scripture in response to the temptation, “Don't test the Lord your God."  

Here's what’s at stake with temptation, mine, yours, Jesus’, and its really really important that we understand 
what is going on here. What we read next is key to everything Jesus came to accomplish – It’s that serious!   

In the next scene, we read where the Devil finally offers Jesus all earthly power, with one exception.  Jesus is 
offered all the kingdoms of this world with the sole condition that he has to turn aside from following God and 
bow before the devil – who boasts, “It has been given to me.”  Hold on now!  Before we get to Jesus’ 
response, you may be wondering, who gave it to the devil?  God?  Nope, God trusted it to Adam and Eve when 
He gave them the earth to manage at the beginning of the Bible.  Very quickly after their coronation ceremony 
to rule, they were tricked (tempted) into forfeiting their right to ownership.  Through seductive language and 
salesmanship, they agreed to follow the voice of the serpent and give him authority over their decisions.  
Decisions that violated God’s creational purpose, their instruction manuals for living and all that is holy and 
good.  

While their heads were still spinning in a state of “what just happened,” God decreed them unfit to manage 
since they allowed what they had been given to be stolen.  Now spiritually, physically, relationally bankrupt, 
God had no choice but to kick them out of the Kingdom of Heaven/Earth Complex knowns Eden.  They no 
longer had the character or capacity to live up to the standards of that beautiful, perfect space.  Heaven then 
receded back away from earth.  Eden disappeared and what was left on earth was now subject to a renegade 
angel who hated humans because they reminded him of God.  

The devil, serpent, Lucifer, whatever you want to call this malevolent form of evil, gladly took their rights 
through their decision – not his, and at least legally - he’s innocent.  He just tempted them, like he does 
everyone.  He doesn’t do the crimes, he just works on others through clever lies and temptations, motivating 
them to do the crimes for him.  That way he is free to accuse, name call, taunt, tempt, test, walking right up to 
the line, but never crossing it himself, otherwise he’d be guilty of lawbreaking actions.  

Still with us?  This is why we’re in overtime today on our devotional, it’s high drama!  Jesus came to reclaim 
what was stolen (please read that again and let it soak in). 

What did Jesus do in that last temptation?  He rejected the offer, and once again quoted the words of God and 
as a result, left the devil speechless.  Jesus was now a threat and malevolent forces would be summoned to 
neutralize him.  Next time Jesus was going to pay and evil would ensure it... 

No one else is qualified to reclaim our birthright, the earth, heaven, eden, and everything else that we lost 
including our honor.  Every...last...one of our kind is guilty of sin.  Jesus however is a different kind of human, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, not by man.  Yet born into the world as one of us, so that through him, by faith, 
we could become one with him.  Crudely put, He’s humanity 2.0. A better version of what we should have 
been to begin with. 

The good news is that Jesus was unstoppable. He rejected the devil’s bargain and instead reclaimed what had 
been stolen. This occurred at the end of his ministry, when the devil, himself, became complicit in a campaign 
to destroy wrongfully a perfectly innocent human being – the Son of God.  As things got out of hand in 



Jerusalem, the devil became ensnared in his own devices as the forces of evil compounded against Jesus.  The 
crucifixion of an innocent man, the Son of God, resulted in his indictment.   

Jesus reclaimed the right to the earth through perfect obedience, a death that absorbed our sin, shame and 
guilt, and the devil’s disqualification to keep what he had “stolen,” because of his role in the murder of a 
perfectly innocent man.  As a result, we find release by simply calling on his name for our salvation. In effect 
our curse is broken and heaven is at work through God’s saved people to restore the earth.  Jesus put those 
who trust him right with God, God put him on the throne, and the devil, losing the war was cast out.  His 
intent now is to steal, kill and destroy – often through temptation.  

As I write, he’s still provoking war, death and destruction.  He will likely continue to do so until he’s completely 
shut out when the kingdom comes in its fullness.  In the meantime, we pray the Lord’s prayer to hold the line 
and advance the kingdom. 

Now you can see why we pray, “deliver us from evil.” 

Name some places that you know where the devil is trying to steal, kill and destroy.  This could include your 
faith, or that of someone you love; a life on a good trajectory that got distracted; a godly habit that is 
disappearing; someone trapped in fear; or anything that you are aware of that has ‘heaven’s imprint” on it and 
is being threatened.   

After you name a few of the things mentioned, pray for them right now and for the rest of this Lent season. 



Weekly Group Discussion 

During the next few weeks, we hope you will have been able to connect with a community 
of people to join in the conversation about our Lent Devotional Guide. If you need help 
getting connected, please contact the church office (330-332-4150). Today we will be 
focusing on March 14th - March 19th .  Your facilitator will be asking these three questions 
each week.  

1. What day of the readings stuck out to you and why?

2. In what ways do these readings help FCC become one body?

3. How can we as a group take what we read and put it into action?



Week 3 
“Worshiping Together” 

Acts 2 

Monday March 21 
Read Acts 2 

The church has been asked to do the impossible, to take the world as it is and make it as it should be. 

How are we supposed to do that? 

For starters, how do we right-size people?   

Some don’t think very highly of themselves and go through life beaten down. 

Some think too highly of themselves and go through life putting others down. 

Pretty much all of us are mis-calibrated in our view of ourselves.  On a good day we may find ourselves in a 
good space where we are humble, loving, generous, strong, confident, selfless...healthy.  But even those days 
bring out things where we know that even if we’re feeling right, the world we are in is not.  Everything is not 
quite how it should be, some days the world looks like it is bordering on chaos.   

When one of my kids complains to another about a situation they don’t like, invariably the other kid will tell 
them, “Hey, then you need to become the change you want to see.”  If you know my kids, you would hear a 
hint of sarcasm in their voice. It’s code language for, “I’m tired of hearing you complain about it.”  The 
conversation will predictably end right about there.   

Even if you and I have great intent to do good things for the Lord and other people, how do we stay “right 
sized” in a given day?  Something has to change inside of us, before we can even presume to affect change in 
other people.  Speaking from experience, I feel ill-equipped attempting to do it on my own.  Not the “change 
the world” part– that’s just too much to even consider, but how do I even begin the “change inside me” part? 



Why do you think Jesus came to earth when he did?  I believe so that you and I could become the change God 
wants to see.  We just spent 2.5 weeks going over the Lord’s prayer.  Do you remember that part about, “Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as (it already is) in Heaven?  If you prayed that with sincere intent, 
its God’s code language for, “Become the change we all want to see!”  “We-all,” me, you, God the Father, 
Jesus, The Holy Spirit, all of us together as church.   

Wait...did someone say, Holy Spirit? Up until now, the story of the Gospels, our Lent Devotional journey, and 
the Lord’s Prayer, have included these primary actors: God the Father, Jesus, the Disciples who are learning 
the prayer, us-together, also learning the prayer and the world that Heaven is re-entering to change.  Where 
does the Holy Spirit part come in?  Right....about....Now. 

We are pivoting in our Lent Journey toward the Book of Acts. Our focus is going to be on us-together, as the 
church, becoming the change the Lord’s prayer calls us to be.  If God is saying to you and I, “I want to rescue 
you, I want to rescue the world, I want to use you to rescue the world,” then we have to figure out what He 
means by becoming the change we want to see. This part of our Lent Journey is going to help us to see how its 
done. 

As we end today, do two things and then two more things and then one more thing: 

1. Recite the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13).

2. Read Acts chapter 2. (If you have already, bonus! Then please proceed to the next step below).

Congratulations, you now have read the instructions necessary for moving forward! 

Now, let’s look at what’s going on at ground level: 

1. Name 2 things you would like to see changed in the world?

2. Name 2 things you would like to see changed in yourself?

Finally, one more thing, Pray 

• Ask God to help your heart to be open to change inside yourself and to be open to playing a role in changing
things your world.

• If you want to be more specific, ask God to help you change those 2 things in yourself and those 2 things in
the world.



Tuesday March 22 
Read Luke 1:1 and Acts 1:1-9 

When I learned my first job as a dishwasher, I followed the pattern of behavior of the person teaching me.  
Pretty simple, and my wife tells me, “Still useful.” When I apprenticed as a diesel truck mechanic, I followed 
the pattern of the Master mechanic. His name was Jim and he was a perfectionist that was very good at his 
job. He annoyed me sometimes when he was correcting me on something, and now that I’m older than Jim 
was then, I can see why I probably annoyed him even more. 

However, I spent enough time watching how he did things that I learned to repeat his pattern of behavior and 
gained a lot of confidence when it came to mechanical things. When I’m faced with some kind of mechanical 
challenge, I still hear myself asking, “What would Jim do? (aka, WWJD)” 

On a practical level, when we get trained in something, its because there is a predictable pattern to the job. If I 
take the time to learn something, I expect its going to help me solve problems that will be new but follow a 
familiar pattern. Otherwise, why bother learning something new if you can’t do anything with it?   

One thing the bible does well if you spend enough time with it, is teach you how to recognize its “patterns.” 
This is part of the genius of the bible, because recognizing patterns you’ve seen before helps you to 
understand things that are new but still have very familiar shape. Patterns are helpful because the elements of 
a pattern repeat in a predictable manner. And the bible is full of things which have patterns that keep on 
repeating in the storyline. This is extremely helpful because when Jesus took off and went back to heaven, the 
disciples could have said, “Well, I guess that Jesus feller was a one-off, never gonna see his kind in these parts 
again.” However, what the disciples asked instead when facing things Jesus faced, “What would Jesus do?” 
(aka, the original WWJD). 

Ancient people looked at information different than we do. They saw stuff easily that we hardly are aware 
exists. They chewed on stuff for awhile, and ruminated on its meaning. Their pace was slower and so they 
observed things more carefully. Perhaps they were wiser when it came to the art of life.  However, some of us 
“future folk” look back at them and we know that by comparison, those people were ignorant.  With the 
internet, we have much, much, much, more information today.  And one of these days, one of these days, we 
will figure out what to do with it. For now, it all doesn’t make a lot of sense, but there’s a pattern in 
there...somewhere...I heard scientists are working on it and a study is getting ready to come out...   

Hopefully you got the point that ancient people had solid game too! If you have been with us during the 
message series on Luke, you might see some of the patterns we are talking about. It is no accident that when 
the Gospel writer, Luke wrote his sequel, “The Acts of the Apostles,” or just “Acts” as we commonly refer to it, 
he mixed it together and baked it with patterns that corresponded to Jesus’ life. This is no accident!  Luke 
wanted us to see Jesus’ life, how the apostles followed his pattern, and now in 2022, how we can follow their 
pattern.  On the next page is an example of Luke’s use of pattern for Jesus’ life and then how it re-occurs in 
the lives of his followers: 



Luke  
3:21 Jesus is praying after his baptism. 

3:22 The Spirit descends on Jesus after prayer. 

4:16-30 Jesus' ministry begins with a sermon 
involving fulfillment of Scripture and rejection of 
Jesus  

Acts 
1:14, 24 The disciples are praying as they await 
their baptism with the Spirit. 

2: 1-13 The Spirit fills them after their [the 
disciples] prayers. 

2: 14-40 The church's ministry begins with a 
sermon involving fulfillment of Scripture and 
rejection of Jesus. 

There’s a whole lot more that Luke does, but I think its safe to say you understand what Luke’s up to. 

If you take anything away from this today, just know that Jesus did all of this intentionally, because moving the 
world from where it is, to where it should be, would be an impossible task if we didn’t have his pattern to 
follow. 

To Do/Pray: 

Ask God to show you patterns in your own life that are similar to Jesus’. 

(These could include obedience, compassion, doing things right, praying, resisting temptation, calling out 
things that are wrong, etc.) 

Ask God to show you patterns that test his patience with you. 
• Ask Him to help you name them.
• If warranted, ask for forgiveness or help to re-write your habits.

Look at a pattern in Jesus’ life that you would like to emulate and then ask him to help you take that on. 



Wednesday March 23 
Read Acts 1:1-9 again 

Do you remember reading that Lent devotional entry about patterns?  Its not hard to see them once you are 
tuned into them.  Did you know that many of the patterns in the bible occur because God has divinely 
orchestrated them?  This has often happened because of the presence of his Holy Spirit in them.  One of the 
biggest reasons you are doing a Lent Devotional is because God is prompting you to do it through His Holy 
Spirit. Its like He’s the conductor of an orchestra called FCC and we are each trying to follow as we a pay 
attention. Its exciting as a pastor to see that happening to a lot of people right now!  

It is amazing how the Holy Spirit works in the background of our lives. Most of the time we are not even much 
aware of it until we look backward and compare notes. We still see it! The pattern of Him orchestrating people 
and events together for a purpose. I experience that almost every Sunday when I discover that the teacher of 
a class tells me the sermon went right with the lesson. Or ten different people tell me I must have pried into 
their soul today because the message was about them.  Or when the words in the music during worship are 
the same as you heard in the message. The list of “divine orchestrations” goes on and on if you pay attention. 

There are plenty of examples from the book of Acts where “divine orchestrations” through the Holy Spirit are 
seen when people look backward.  These are some of the original divine “us too!” movements of God:   

Peter/Jewish Christians 

2:1-4 A special manifestation of the Spirit. 

2:14-40 Apostolic preaching results from the Spirit. 

3:1-10 A mighty work follows. A lame man is 
healed. 

3:12-26 The healing of the lame man is followed by 
a speech beginning, "Men, ... why?" 

6:8-8:4 Stephen is stoned to death at the 
instigation of Jews after a speech. The result is the 
preaching in a widening context. 

Paul/Jew (and now, non-Jewish Christians) 

13:1-3 A special manifestation of the Spirit. 

13:16-40 Apostolic preaching results from the 
Spirit. 

14:8-13 A mighty work follows. A lame man is 
healed. 

14:15-17The healing of the lame man is followed 
by a speech that begins, "Men, . . . why?" 

14:19-23 Paul is stoned at the instigation of Jews 
from Antioch and Iconium after a speech so he is 
thought dead. The result is more preaching in a 
wider context. 

How have you seen God orchestrate events in your life that clearly show that He was at work to help you out? 

Ask 2 people you know who are serious about their faith, “What examples of ‘divine orchestrations’ have you 
seen in your life? And could you tell me about one?” 

Pray: 

• Recite the Lord’s prayer, thinking about what it means as you pray.
• Ask God to help you see what good He can do through a big challenge you are facing today.
• Conclude this Lent experience today by reading now, Romans 8:26-28



Thursday March 24 
Read Acts 2:1-13 

For the last two days you have been reading and re-reading Acts 1:1-9, recognize these words? 

“On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

Right after Jesus says, “Would you mind passing the salt and pepper over?” He states in the next breath, “Do 
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for “the gift” you’ve been promised.  This is not a sales pitch, but more like 
James Bond getting ready to get his necessary gear from “Q” before he goes out on his mission. Jesus is saying 
to his table companions, “It’s getting ready to blow up!” 

Friends, I don’t even know where to begin to go from here, this is so significant!  Jesus is telling them to get 
ready because their lives are going to be immersed in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Their 
imaginations were running wild with the thought that the “Kingdom” as David and Solomon knew it was 
coming back. It was like they understood, but really didn’t comprehend the significance of Jesus’ words. 

“Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Jesus had to be thinking, “Guys, I’m not really thinking that small, this is a global view of things, this is a long 
awaited, bold, audacious plan to recover everything!”  He responds verbally however with, “Guys, the Father 
has that stuff worked out, on his authority, so let’s just leave it at that.”  “What you need to pay attention to is 
the Holy Spirit and what He’s getting ready to do in you and for the world!”   

The disciples are thinking about the past (which is a good and useful thing). They are thinking about popular 
culture expectations for God and country (which is dangerous), but mostly they are fixated on the past. And 
that’s the problem, they are fixated.  Jesus however is trying to redirect them toward what’s ahead. 

Jesus wants to pivot the plan now and move them to the next phase.  It’s comforting for me to see his 
patience with them, knowing their shortsightedness and yet having confidence that if they keep their eyes on 
him, they will see what they need to see when the time comes. One of the big challenges for us during Lent is 
to do the same.  We are trying to pivot post-quarantine into whatever He’s leading us into, how well can we 
see it? 

Do you ever wonder why we give up things for Lent?  And what is the best thing to give up for Lent?  And 
why?  If I understand the tradition correctly, it is to give up those things in life that we are fixated on.  Things 
that we place too much significance on.  Things that obscure our vision and capacity to see other things well 
because we are spending too much time paying attention to them.  These are the things that get in the way of 
hearing and seeing the things of God with clarity.  Only you know what those things are, and if you don’t, ask 
the Holy Spirit to show you somehow. Even if you don’t ask, he will try to bring conviction concerning it your 
way. Once aware of it, we fast, let go of, sacrifice, delete, omit things so we can see things with greater clarity. 

What have you let go of for the Lent season?  Is it something you’ve fixated on far too long? 



If you haven’t let go of something, ask God to help you to see something that’s getting in the way and put it on 
the side-rail for this season.  



Friday March 25 
Read Acts 1:9-11, 2:1-13 

Yesterday we left off at the dinner table with Jesus. He informed his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit was on 
its way and they had better get ready for what’s up ahead. Power would very soon be coming into their lives 
via the Holy Spirit. Also, whether they realize it or not, they are about to be relocated into a place called, “The 
tension between where the world as it is and the world as it should be.” Their job is going to be to close the 
gap. 

Jesus then went home and sat down. 

What?!  

Mark in his Gospel tells us:  

“So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand 
of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the 
message by accompanying signs.” (Mark 16:19) 

He sat down and they went out and the Lord worked with them... But we’re getting ahead of ourselves here. 
Before we can look back and see what happened in hindsight much later, we have to pay attention to what 
the disciples were doing right after he left.  Nothing. Then the men in white showed up. These are those 
messengers you read about in the bible that mysteriously appear and direct people at key moments in the 
story. We think of them as angels, but men in white works well in 2022.  Here’s the language they used to 
carry the freight they had to bring from heaven, 

“Alright, Let’s get to work!” 

Why did Jesus sit down? He finished what he needed to accomplish.  He defeated the evil one, atoned for our 
sins, showed us the face and heart of God, and displayed through his time with us what it is like to live in His 
Kingdom.  He’s now established on his throne, with real Kingdom authority!  He can rightfully take back what 
he’s been deeded, but we have to consent to His authority before we can be free.  From his point of view the 
jail has been unlocked, it’s our job to tell everyone the good news and show them that Jesus has made a way 
to be transferred out of captivity.   



Have you ever heard the term, “limiting beliefs?” Limiting beliefs are ideas that tell us what we can and can’t 
do.  Einstein was told that he wasn’t good enough for the rigors of science and he would never be anything 
but a clerk. He believed differently.  There was a circus elephant that was tied to a stake with a chain for years 
and years. One day his caretaker decided he wouldn’t even bother putting the chain on anymore because the 
elephant never considered he could go farther than the chain allowed. It worked because the elephant didn’t 
believe differently. 

Limiting beliefs are bad enough when you think about your own potential and capacity while some voice of 
authority reminds you constantly that you’ll never amount to much. If that’s all you hear, that might be all that 
you believe.  This is where limiting beliefs take on a spiritual component. Often and regularly they are LIES! 

The biggest fraud of all is what happened to humanity by the Deceiver. His goal has always been to 
dehumanize, deface, and degrade everyone that even remotely reminds him of God the Father.  The best way 
to do it is by clever, cunning, timely, powerful, deceitful lies in the form of propaganda that we tell ourselves 
every day regarding our security in the world, our worth, our ability, our dignity.  And that’s often before 
people even get out of bed. That’s some evil stuff! 

This only scratches the surface when it comes to the world’s problems as Jesus sees us in our pitiful state. 
Our vision is cloudy and we need someone to show us the way.  Jesus is that someone and his church is that 
place where his voice should be heard and heard according to the “great patterns” of his life and the lives of 
the early believers. 

Have you ever heard of “un-limiting beliefs?” Me neither. But it sounds appropriate for what we are talking 
about. Jesus sat down because he put everything back into order. What he needed to do has been done.  
However, we’re kind of like those people who were still fighting way past the ending of WWII because no one 
had told them it was over.  The war is over even though we’re still fighting against a puppet ruler who can only 
sustain his power as long as we believe his lies and ignore what we hear about Jesus. 

For this reason the men in white said, “Alright fellas, Let’s get to work!” 

Think of three people you know who are caught up in “limiting beliefs.”  These could be spiritual, personal, or 
anything else that is believed that is holding them back. 

Ask God to show himself to them and if they do not know Jesus, ask the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts to 
reveal Him to them.  Then, watch for an opportunity to have a normal conversation with them about the Lord. 



Saturday March 26 
Read Peter’s Sermon: Acts 2:14-41 

If you read Acts 2:1-13, you are ready for this conversation (if not go back and read it).  The reason I’m doing 
the readings this weird way, is I want you to be ready to hear what we will be talking about.  Hopefully its 
working! 

If you found the last reading inspirational and motivational, you’ll likely find this one to be historical, and 
hopefully motivational and memorable as well.  It has to do with the number 70... 

Let’s begin, Jesus had in mind a plan from way back...  It had to do with reclaiming and restoring it all.  If I were 
to summarize things rather crudely, I would start with key events from Genesis 3- 11. The bible is mostly a 
story of tragedy upon tragedy in this part of the record. The epic events include the fall in the garden, the 
weird angels marrying people thing in Genesis 6 where we hear the word, “Nephilim,” the destruction of the 
earth through a global flood, and finally the global effort of humanity to align against the purposes of the 
Creator. A move directed through the leadership of one of the offspring of the unauthorized marriages we just 
mentioned - named Nimrod. 

As mentioned, Nimrod let the charge to create a world where all of humanity was aligned against the 
purposes of God. This is essentially why the famous “Tower of Babel” was such a bad thing. Its significant to 
note that everyone spoke the same language and thought the same thoughts and used their energy and 
attention to violate the purposes of creation in all kinds of ways. This disturbed God greatly and his only 
recourse was to scatter humanity and confuse their language so they wouldn’t be consolidating their forces 
against his intentions anymore.  How many nations did he create out of this scattering? 70. 

How do we know there were 70? In Genesis 10 we read about the table of nations, and there are 70 of them 
mentioned.  And then God creates one more.  In Genesis 12 God pivots to his plan to reclaim and restore by 
calling one man, Abraham to be the Patriarch for this new tribe that he is creating.  The purpose of this nation, 
God’s nation, is to restore all of humanity once again. In Genesis 12:1-3 Abraham is told the plan and is 
promised he will receive blessings from God. Like so many good things in life, not meant to keep, but to give 
away in some form.  The “Abrahamic” nation would become a blessing to a cursed world. 

Fast forward to the end of Genesis and you have 70 people from this tribe who are the sons of Israel that went 
into Egypt to multiply for 400 years.  After that gestation period there was a huge nation called out of Egypt, 
into their own “Promised Land” now identified as “the nation of Israel.”  A nation that, by design was 
supposed to be a light to the rest of the world so that it could find its way back to God through them.  A nation 
that failed miserably.  Until Jesus. 

Jesus came and embodied all the hopes and aspirations that God had for the children of Abraham.  He 
embodied the perfect intent of the Laws and covenants given for life in the “Promised Land.”  He embodied 
the substance of the temple as a mediator between God and man, and this included becoming a perfect 
sacrifice.  He lived out life in a way that perfectly reflected the face and heart of God. He even defeated our 
greatest nemesis, death, and was raised immortal.  He did everything that represented God’s vision which 
originally began with Abraham in Genesis 12.   

Then there were 70 disciples sent out by Jesus. Some versions have 72, as we read from Luke 10:1. The 
number is disputed, but you wind up at the same place as far as the purpose. What is the purpose? The logic 
of the story tells us that each disciple represented a nation. A nation that was lost with 69 others when God 
sent them packing in Genesis 11.  The goal has always been to reclaim, redeem and restore them. 



This is why you’ve been reading Acts 2:1-13 so much.  This is why things are so significant here!  What 
happened in those verses was the GREAT REVERSAL of the tower of Babel.  Scholars say that the 70 nations 
are represented by diaspora Jews, i.e. Jews living abroad in the nations we’re talking about.  They are gathered 
in that space you read about when the Holy Spirit descends on them powerfully.  A lot is going on here but did 
you notice, everyone who spoke a different language could now understand what other people were saying in 
their own tongue?  This hasn’t happened since...Genesis 11. 

Do you remember the problem at the Tower of Babel? It was an alignment problem. The mass of humanity 
was aligned against the purposes of God and it wasn’t sustainable. God made the world to work a certain way, 
and it works best when we follow His creational design. It turns demonic and twisted when we don’t.  How 
then do you get all of humanity back into alignment? You center their attention, not on Nimrod, but on Jesus. 
His way is the kingdom way, and the kingdom way is the way it was designed to work.   

Where does the Holy Spirit come in? Jesus saves us, and the Holy Spirit now works in us. Bringing a life-force 
we’ve never had before that manifests in our humanity with God – characteristics like Love, Joy, Peace, 
Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Gentleness, Faithfulness and Self-Control. All capitalized, because in their best, 
robust sense, can only be sourced from God.  

He’s helping you and I become the change we want to see. It starts with us when we start with Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit becomes an empowering presence, because we are not good at handling power if its not under the 
authority of Jesus. You know, the one who sat down...on the Throne. 

Pentecost is the great reversal that God long anticipated. We are now able to be one with God and one with 
each other. Just like Jesus prayed on the front of this devotional guide. Pentecost signaled the reuniting of 
humanity around Jesus as our king. It is the beginning of a great restoration process that starts with the 
church. 

Ask God to show you places where your heart is out of alignment with His. To give you language for what that 
means and the desire to trust him with it to make it right. 



Weekly Group Discussion 

During the next few weeks, we hope you will have been able to connect with a community 
of people to join in the conversation about our Lent Devotional Guide. If you need help 
getting connected, please contact the church office (330-332-4150). Today we will be 
focusing on March 21st - March 26th.  Your facilitator will be asking these three questions 
each week.  

1. What day of the readings stuck out to you and why?

2. In what ways do these readings help FCC become one body?

3. How can we as a group take what we read and put it into action?



First Christian Church 
Lent Devotional Guide 

Part Three 

I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11

I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11



Week 4 
“Worshiping Together” 

Acts 2 

Monday March 28 

Acts 2:29-41 

If you read last week Acts 2:14-41 you may have wondered why that was such an epic moment (once again!)  
It was the first time the followers of Jesus could now declare the good news in a way that led to significant life 
change. This is because Jesus has now been established on his throne and now reigns over his ever-expanding 
kingdom. This kingdom is ever-expanding because God’s people are now filled with the life-changing power of 
His Spirit.  

The merging of His presence through the Holy Spirit, combined with believers’ lives together, - creates an 
environment where God’s kingdom becomes manifest.  In effect, something new has entered the picture, it is 
heaven coming down to earth through God’s people.  It is the answering of the Lord’s Prayer, that part where 
we pray, – “on earth as it (already is) in Heaven.”  My guess is it took them a while to connect the dots.  It 
probably wasn’t like they imagined when they first prayed it, but my guess is, it was even better!  Probably like 
God answers your prayer, usually not quite like we imagined, but probably much better in the end! 

What I love about their experience is that it is for us as well! The process of getting there is still the same. We 
look at our lives and like any first-step alcoholic, we own that we have made 1,001 mis-steps when it comes to 
God’s design for our humanity and our self-willed decisions that didn’t turn out so great. The words you will 
read in the scriptures below describe the pattern.  We recognize our guilt.  We may not have initiated the 
actions responsible for Jesus’ literal execution, but we share the blame because our sins retroactively were 
there as well.  Jesus took them all...then.  In some weird way that eternity and time intersect, we give them 
now to find that they are received back then. (Another reason why words and grammar are not very good at 
carrying the freight with things eternal.) 

So... if the words below describe a time when you received forgiveness for your sins and when you were 
baptized into the name of Jesus, then you too have been made new!  And together with other believers, we 
begin to manifest the presence of Heaven on earth in the form of His Kingdom!  
What we read below describes how it takes effect: 

29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, 
and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This 
Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you 
yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
35 until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 



36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this 
Jesus whom you crucified.” 

35“‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35  until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this 
Jesus whom you crucified.” 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand souls. 

Pray for someone you know that has not entered God’s Kingdom by trusting Jesus with their life. 

Ask God to help you become the kind of person that reflects the reality of heaven in your life. 



Tuesday March 29 
Acts 2:37-40 
 
Did you know that if you or your parents, grandparents, etc. attended a church branded a “Christian Church,”  
“Church of Christ,” or “Disciples of Christ” church, that these original founders wanted to organize this kind of 
church around Acts chapter 2?  For the people who started our “kind” of church, repentance, baptism, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit were essential things to consider in order to become members. When they started this 
church much of their identity was based on the outcome of Peter’s Sermon that we’ve been reading. We still 
pay attention to that sermon as we think about its place in our church in 2022! 
 
This sermon still holds up, it’s perennially fresh! 
 
If you’ve ever joined an organization, you know there’s always some kind of membership requirement.  For 
the church, repentance and baptism are critical to that process. When Jesus beckons us to join Him in His 
kingdom mission this is where we begin. If we are convicted that Jesus is the way, we are quickly pointed 
toward repentance. Very much a “religious” word nowadays, “repentance” is like taking the offramp on the 
highway we’ve been on and then re-routing our lives toward paths that lead into His purposes for our life.  
 
The word “sin” in relation to this experience is a comprehensive way of saying that our lives have been out of 
sync with God’s design and creational purpose.  We probably felt that before we started paying attention to 
Jesus. Probably didn’t even have words to describe it at the time, but we knew something was not working 
right inside us.  We discover through Jesus; we were made for a better existence and our sin was really an act 
of defiance toward God’s better way.  Mostly because we have been lied to our whole lives about the better 
way and were given countless examples on how to live life by our own terms.   
 
Eventually we see the shortsightedness of “going our own way,” and we turn to God or the church for help.  
Discovering this “new way” of Jesus, we are hopeful that He can help us out of our mess. Soon we start to see 
how robust His way is and we know in our bones we are on the right track!  The humbling part is, we will 
spend the rest of our lives discovering just how much we were off track.  We start to recognize those patterns 
in us that are out of sync with God and repentance is a perpetual “recalculating” and “redirecting” toward that 
better way – the “Kingdom Way.”  Thankfully God loves us so much that He patiently guides us in our personal 
repentance and re-orientation process!  
 
Anyway, once the posture of repentance is adopted toward this moment of change and the life ahead, 
baptism is normally our first stop. It is the first ritual that we engage with in light of that re-direction. Through 
baptism we experience firsthand an act that re-dramatizes Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.  It gives us a 
sense of the flavor of our new commitment and journey.   
 
We go through this part in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:18-20), which provides 
assurance of their helpful presence and authority. They authorize our new adventure and they promise to help 
sustain it from the threat of breakdown along the way.  Did you ever think about the connection between, 
“authority,” “authorize,” and “author”?  This is important here because in effect we are now living under the 
“authority” of God – which is protective and directive. When they – Father, Son and Holy Spirit, “authorize” 
our new adventure, they are helping to “author” or write this part of our story.  The living and telling of our 
life story will have directive elements as a result of God’s influence on our lives.   
 
On the human side of this experience, a believer, often a pastor, will perform the act of baptism by immersing 
a person into water fully, symbolizing a burial and then being raised up from the dead.  This is a way of 
participating in the things Jesus did by identifying with him in this act.  Some people say the act saves us, but 



the truth is Jesus does that part.  Baptism does however serve notice to ourselves, the church, and the evil one 
(who used to have authority over our lives) - that we definitively belong to Jesus and Him alone! It is a deeply 
symbolic act and portrays the dramatic “relocation” of our being from one kind of existence to another. From 
death to eternal living, from the kingdoms of this world, to the Kingdom of God. 

Let the new story begin! 

What are some things God has shown you along the way that are the better way?  Did this lead to a change in 
your life (i.e. repentance)?   How has the change made a difference? 

What is something “off track” in your life right now that you would like to see put right? Ask God to help you 
name it and show you a better way. 

Think of someone whose whole life is pointed in a direction other than Jesus.  Pray for them to see the “better 
way” that Jesus can lead them into. 



Wednesday March 30 
Acts 2:42-47 

Then there’s that “Holy Spirit” part again.  Some of us think about T.V. Evangelists and people behaving 
bizarrely, or about people “speaking in tongue” when we hear that word.  Admittedly there are some pretty 
strange things connected to the Christian experience in the bible and in the life of the church.  However, did 
you know that one of the Holy Spirit’s primary jobs is to unify us together under God’s rule?  It’s true! If you 
don’t believe it, just re-read Genesis 11.  There you takeaway that the tower of babel was a story about 
unifying people under the rule of godless men. Clearly God had enough and scattered them because they were 
out of sync with His creational design.   

Interestingly, something very different happens in Acts 2.  We read the opposite kind of story! This one is 
about unifying people under the Lordship of Jesus. The difference between the 2 settings is the Holy Spirit 
makes that unity possible in an otherwise impossible set of circumstances.  We are unified through the Spirit’s 
influence under the rule of Jesus and His Kingdom purposes. That is why church unity is so important, it 
reflects this kind of rule and influence on our lives.  In order to not revert back to “babel” we have to 
constantly remember, who we are and Whose we are.  We do that through daily surrender to Jesus and daily 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit in our lives and especially, lives together!  

Disunity however is red light on the church’s dashboard indicating that something is wrong.  This is the hard 
part of doing church – with other people.  We each have wills, ideas, agendas, you know, normal stuff for life.  
That’s why we pay attention to the Lord’s prayer – “Thy will be done,” and the Kingdom agenda – “on earth as 
it is in heaven.” On a good day, the Holy Spirit is allowed to work in our hearts – together – toward that end. 

When this cooperation takes form, it is reflected in something called “the church.” A beautiful representation 
of this is seen in Acts 2:42-47.  Do you remember the “ancestors” we read about a few days ago?  Our church 
“design” was envisioned in the 1830’s and 40’s.  FCC in Salem started in 1859.  Acts 2 was heavy on the minds 
of some believers who lived in this new frontier of “America.” There were few churches in Ohio back then, 
certainly no shopping malls or pretty much anything.  People were tired of the fighting and divisiveness of the 
churches from Europe they were leaving to forget.  The politics and the power and the persecution of people 
who didn’t conform led many people to say, “I’m out...”  People who came to America wanted to start fresh, 
very fresh – as in “clean sheet of paper” fresh.  These verses were foundational for that fresh vison. 

Unity was also heavy on their minds.  Why not just have a simple church based on scripture?  Why not revisit 
the unifying effect of the Holy Spirit?  What kind of people would that look like?  To their minds, Acts 2:42-47 
as Luke wrote it gave language to that vision they longed to see come alive in a church.  Their imaginations 
saw possibility as they read and discussed these verses.  This! - they believed was a positive portrayal of what 
the Holy Spirit can do in the life of believers who gather in Jesus name.   

Well, that’s your history lesson for the day, but the big takeaway is why does this matter in the “post-
quarantine” moment we are in?  I think if people are searching for answers, feeling anxious, or looking for 
healthy places to reconnect to after isolation – the church has a timely response to offer.  Other people are 
feeling hopeless that humanity will ever stop arguing and fighting over politics, race, gender, or whatever the 
polarizing topic is being discussed in today’s news cycle.  I believe the powerful things we’ve been reading 
about can prepare us to be a place and a people who can show a better way, His way.  This is actually an 
opportune moment for God to shine and we have to be on our game as a church to let Him do so through our 
church.  The Holy Spirit can unite us and empower us to do what needs to be done in “such a time as this.”  



In what ways do you think “disunity” telegraphs to the world “avoid at all costs”? 

• In your home?
• In an organization you have been a part of?
• In society?
• In church?

Begin to ask the Holy Spirit to come into your life every morning. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with His presence and enable to you to do the works that Jesus would

have you do.

• Ask Him to bear fruit in your life and be of the same heart and mind as other people at church.

• Ask Him to help our church reflect the things we see in Acts 2:42-47.



Thursday March 31 
Acts 2:42-47 
“They found favor with people.” 

The theme for this part of our Lent Devotional is “Worshiping Together.”  That really is the goal in everything 
you have read so far this week.  The conditions however have to be right in order for us to do it well.  Chapters 
2-3 of the book of Revelation are devoted to telling 7 churches how they need to step up their game because
they were not doing it very well.  It makes me wonder what John (of Revelation) would have written to FCC?
Hopefully we won’t find ourselves in the crosshairs like that. I think, if we pay careful attention to what we’ve
been reading in Acts 2, that shouldn’t be necessary.

If you’ve noticed, this part of the devotional focuses on who we are in relation to other Christians.  So much of 
the kind of Christianity I experienced (and sadly helped promote) centered on the individual.  A kind of “me 
and Jesus” sort of Christianity, where everything else was kind of optional. The important thing by this 
measure was that individuals “got saved.”  Usually, the emphasis is placed on being saved from hell for heaven 
and on me. Sermons are preached to create an effect that showcases this concern.  The big question on 
everyone’s mind in this framing is, “If I were to die tonight, where would I go?”  We evangelize with that 
question, we save people at church with that question and once we help people settle it, we move on to save 
another soul, hopefully growing a big church with lots of save souls. That was the big question in the 20th 
century.  It doesn’t seem to play well now because fewer people even care in the 21st century.  And in 
hindsight it was limited at best and narcissistic or self-referential only - at worst. 

I hope you understand from what you’ve read in this devotional, I care deeply about salvation - just a kind that 
is much larger in scale and wholistic in effect.  We’re pretty good at settling things with God, not so much with 
each other.   

Here are my own salvation questions for post-quarantine believers and non-believers: 

• Does salvation even include an “each other-together” dimension? What would that look like?

• Are we supposed to save and redeem each other in a life-long process sort of way?

• Can I honestly say I get close enough to other people to have a saving and redeeming influence?

• If I’m “saved,” should I be concerned about the redemption of everything, “on earth as it already is in
Heaven?”

• What is missing in the church that has made people no longer interested in our message?

• Why has the church lost “favor with everyone?”  Yet the church in Acts 2 had “found favor with everyone?”

• Does the church have a “credibility problem” with the world?

Here’s why I ask... 

Sociologists who study the church have determined that rates of pathologies like divorce, alcohol, 
pornography, abuse and other behaviors are almost identical between believer and non-believer alike. On the 
ground level, people call us hypocrites and other names that make us appear to be imposters. Many practical 
minded people who have been conditioned socially and intellectually to not believe in heaven, see the church 



as useless for anything real-world.  Don’t get me wrong, not everyone is negative about the church, a few see 
the good churches do and are positive about our place in society. However, many are indifferent towards its 
existence and really have no idea who we are with the exception of a few vague notions. 

Is that good news?  
Is our version of “good news” received like “good news” in any way to modern people?   
Did Jesus spend all his time on earth just saving souls? or do we see him doing things in the Gospel stories that 
we should also imitate on the social plane?   
Would similar acts of compassion and caring be a meeting place for sharing good new with other people? 
Would those acts be part of the “good news” experience?  
Would greater concentration in these areas help the church to close the credibility gap? 

By now you are probably a little tired of questions, aren’t you?  So, one more remark before we end today: 

Finally, is (no!) - there is a way forward that will make our church different post-quarantine?! 

Here’s some “make it happener” things for moving forward: 

Based on the scripture reading today, what can our church do to find greater favor with everyone? 

What did you read in the scripture today that could help us to re-discover things that make church more 
appealing? 

Pray that in 2022 we can be the people described in Acts 2 in a new and fresh way. Ask God to show you how 
to do your part. 



Friday April 1 
Acts 2:42-47 
“They had everything in common.” 

If what we went through recently was a “quarantine timeout,” then maybe it was God’s way of having us think 
a little bit about why church was important, like why He created the church to begin with.  Regardless, when 
people couldn’t gather, I missed church...a lot!  I missed people!  WE missed people!  We missed people so 
much it literally affected everyone’s mental health!  Why? Because even the most introverted among us is by 
design their healthiest when other people are in their lives.   

Something else I noticed.  The world seems to be at each other’s throats more than I’ve ever seen. Every time I 
look at a news story, it centers on how “this group” is against “that group.”  At least we don’t have to worry 
about another tower of babel, because people are no longer united on anything!  

Here’s my 2 observations after being in quarantine and slowly coming back out: 

1. We disagree with each other more than ever!

2. We need people more than ever – for our own mental health!

This leaves me with 2 questions: 

1. Where can I go to find people who love each other – even when they disagree, so I can be healthy
again?

2. Who or what is capable of uniting us again?

The truth is our problems are not unique in history.  But are actually normal for the way of life apart from a 
healthy relationship with God and with His creational purpose. The world mostly repeats the pattern of the 
same problems, the same attempts at solutions, the same unsatisfactory outcomes.  They seem new to us 
because of where we are at on the timeline.  If you’ve ever read Plato’s Republic or the book of Ecclesiastes 
you find yourself surprised that they are asking the same questions about the problems with people trying to 
come up with lasting solutions.  Apart from God, it will never work.   

When Jesus came, he was humanity 2.0, born from the DNA of the Holy Spirit, birthed by a “daughter of 
Adam.”  He’s the only one capable of showing us the solution.  He’s the one who shows us how to truly love, 
and how to truly be one.  His church is the embodiment of His presence and Acts 2:42-47 is a picture of 
“healthy humanity” that showcases how to agree and how to love well!  We are called to be those kind of 
people for this kind of moment! 

What are your answers to the following questions: 

• Where can I go to find people who love each other – even when they disagree, so I can be healthy again?

• Who or what is capable of uniting us again?

Ask God to help our church to be “those kind of people for this kind of moment.” 

Ask God to help you be “that kind of person for this kind of moment.” 



Saturday April 2 
Acts 2:42-47 

Acts 2:42-47 is a “defining moment” in scripture.  It is a reflection of the kind of community that results from 
prayers that ask for “God’s Kingdom to come, on earth as it is in heaven.” These verses describe what it means 
to be a healthy church.  A church established by praying the Lord’s prayer, a church built on the foundation of 
Jesus and the Apostles who carried out his Kingdom vision.  You and I are now a part of that great plan! 

During this week of Lent, you have been preparing yourselves and your hearts to take in what we read today.   
If we were to be the church that Jesus desires for us to be, we would find ourselves worshiping together every 
first day of the week.  When we gather, we prioritize these things (vss. 42, 43): 

• Teaching well the “Apostles Doctrine” – that is, Scripture. We hear God’s voice in a unique way when we
carefully attend to the scriptures. Our church has discovered this as we have attentively gone through the
Gospel of Luke on Sunday Mornings.  This includes “listening well” to scripture being taught.  How do we do
that? We prepare our hearts before we come to Sunday worship by asking God to speak to us as we enter into
the Sanctuary.  We listen well when we attend to the message.

 As a “speaker” I try to respect your sacrifice of time and do my best to be prepared and have an engaging 
message.  We pray before the worship gathering every Sunday asking God to work in everyone’s heart to 
encourage as well as make correct our lives.  The Apostle’s doctrine defines our identity and our posture 
towards ourselves, each other, and the world. 

• Fellowship is more than being social, it means to be in tune with what’s going on with each other’s lives.
When we are present with each other, we can read other people’s needs.  Sometimes this is encouragement,
other times we see a need we can pray for, occasionally we give money or resources to each other, almost
always just being around other believers elevates our spirits and makes us stronger in our faith.  When I’m in
close fellowship with other believers, I’m less tempted to do something destructive to myself or other people
by giving into unhealthy choices. In fellowship, I feel more accountable and want to be my best for the people
I’m close to!  Fellowship is more like being part of a family than just showing up, shooting the breeze for a
minute and going home.  Fellowship is where people get under your skin and they get under yours.  Usually in
a good way, sometimes we annoy each other, always we love each other!

• Breaking Bread is both literal and metaphorical.  If the book of Acts is meant to be read as a second volume
of Luke’s Gospel, it is appropriate to connect “the breaking of bread” back to the meal Jesus shared with his
followers in the upper room in Luke 22:19. It is in the “breaking of bread” that the eyes of people are opened
to recognize Jesus (see Luke 24:30–31). In this sense, whenever bread is broken and shared with other
believers, it is always done “in remembrance of [Jesus]” (22:19) and is a significant act that actually connects
people in fellowship. By definition this meal is a way of remembering the covenantal agreement He has with
us, and we have with each other.  The symbolism of this meal directs us to have a posture toward God and
each other that “right sizes” our humanity.  Our “authentic” self shows up at this meal, it’s that powerful!

Some traditions only do it once a quarter or rarely.  They argue that if you do it weekly, you lose the meaning 
and it just becomes a mindless routine.  That is possible for sure, but I think something powerful happens 
every week when we take it with the right intention and expectation.  I really believe Jesus keeps it fresh week 
after week and reveals some aspect of himself like he did in the stories mentioned in Luke. 

• The fourth hallmark is Prayer.  We have covered this one quite a bit during Lent, so we will just acknowledge
here that a “praying church is a healthy church!”  We pray a lot at FCC because we believe that anything we



initiate without praying will not have God’s enabling.  By praying, we invite him into any process, problem, or 
challenge.  You discover when He’s involved through prayer, we make the plans, pray for them, He however, 
will direct the path.  

Finally, here’s what else the church did back then that we can learn from: 

• They had eyes that recognized the orchestrations of God in everyday life (v. 44)

• They had hearts that were aware of the needs of others (v. 45)

• The had a sense of belonging and desire to share with those in need (v. 46)

• They were exuberant in their life together in Jesus’ Kingdom (v. 47)

• Their “healthiness of spirit,” generosity of heart and community awareness gave them favor with non- 
        believers (v. 47) 

• Finally, God led new people into their gatherings as they maintained their spiritual health and “alternative”
Kingdom lifestyle. (v. 47)

That’s it!  Those few verses in Acts summarize for us, the church, what it means to the people of God in a 
pretty wrecked world! If someone asked, what do we do when we worship together at FCC, I would say, 
“hopefully what you find in Acts 2:42-47!  If we can do these things as acts of worship, we should without a 
doubt expect God to be at work in amazing ways! 

Find someone that you can bless today with your prayers, generosity, caring, compassion, or by serving them 
somehow.  Ask God to show you that person. 



Weekly Group Discussion 

Today we will be focusing on March 28th - April 2nd.  Your facilitator will be asking these 
three questions each week.  

1. What day of the readings stuck out to you and why?

2. In what ways do these readings help FCC become one body?

3. How can we as a group take what we read and put it into action?



Week 5 
“Working Together” 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

4 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called,  

2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  

6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  

7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.  

8 Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
    and he gave gifts to men.” 

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the 
earth? 

10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  

12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 



Monday April 4 
Ephesians 4:1-6 

So far during our Lent Devotional journey we have explored the Lord’s Prayer and what it meant for Jesus to 
accomplish his mission and leave this earth to be with the Father.  We’ve discovered how the story fits 
together from the tower of Babel to Pentecost and how the Holy Spirit plays a leading role in defining life in 
the Kingdom and life together as a church.  We’ve seen the first expression of the church after Peter’s 
Pentecost sermon and we’ve asked, “what do we need to do to be like the church in the post-quarantine era?” 

The scriptures we are exploring are the ones that church leaders have referred to at different times in history 
when the church was trying to navigate in times when dramatic changes were happening in the world.  We are 
living in one of those times!  

Bible scholars have said that the letter of Ephesians is one of the Apostle Paul’s finest. It is a carefully worded 
letter originally designed to be read at a number of churches instead of just one.  Paul organized it in such a 
way that it provided almost everything you needed to know about how to be the church and live life in the 
world as a follower of Jesus.   

We are reading a portion of that letter during Lent and our hope is to capture what the “organizational” side 
of the church looks like.  Hopefully the word, “organization” didn’t scare you or bore you because some pretty 
exciting things happen in this description for us to pay attention to.  As we read Ephesians 4:1-16 this week I 
want you to be aware of something regarding Paul’s writing style.  For him, “being” always precedes “doing.” 
What does that mean?  He is always careful to explain where we should be coming from as far as our motives 
are concerned - when we think about doing work for the Lord.  There are certain realities he wants us to settle 
in our mind and heart before we go off and start “doing.”  

So... beginning with verse 1, he starts to instruct us on how to do church by making us think about our 
“calling.”  That may be a strange word to you, and if it is, it simply means that God worked in our heart and 
mind and circumstances in such a way to convince us that we needed to do something specific. As a pastor, I 
have been called into a vocation and a particular church.  God worked in my heart in such a way that it 
became obvious over time that I was supposed to do the work I do as a profession.  Before that however, he 
worked in my heart to show me I needed to know Jesus as my savior – He called me into His Kingdom and into 
a relationship with Jesus.  This is the calling we all have as followers of Jesus.   

The calling Jesus directs our way moves for each of us from a call to follow and then onto more specific ways 
as we follow him.  Sometimes it is a calling for a season into a particular role at a particular location.  
Sometimes we stay in a particular church our whole life but are called during different seasons into different 
roles.  In the past we’ve used this word a lot when calling elders.  We even have a document for potential 
elders to go through entitled: “Am I called to be an elder?”  In it we help the elder candidate to clarify their 
calling by asking a few questions: 

• Do I sense a strong inclination in my being to become an elder?
• Has God put a burden on my heart to consider serving in this way?
• Do people in my family (believers) recognize this as a fit?
• Have people in my church family identified this capacity in me?
• What qualities do the elders see in me that makes them want to call me into that role?

Obviously, the call for an elder requires a great deal of discernment because of the responsibility they are 
trusted with over the church.  For the rest of us, especially those new to the faith, it can be a little less 



straightforward, and that’s OK.  Often when we are new, we need a lot of direction from others to give 
definition to what Jesus is doing inside of us. We kind of get “pushed into the pool,” only to discover we can 
swim.  After we learn a little, we see the path with increasing clarity over time.  The important thing to keep in 
mind is that if you are a follower of Jesus, He has some kind of calling in mind for you – beyond just going to 
church, reading your bible and praying.  The rest of the body is here to help you find it! 

What ways has God called you to serve Him in the past? 

If you are fairly new to the faith, has God nudged you in any particular direction? If you haven’t noticed, ask 
Him to help you see how you may serve Him?  If you struggle here, ask a pastor or someone in the church you 
feel comfortable with to help you in the process. 

Pray for the members of FCC to be able to define their calling with greater clarity. 



Tuesday April 5 
Ephesians 4:1-6 

Has your mom ever told you to “stand up straight?” “Don’t be hunched over like that!”  When I went to 
college and was reading all the time, I started to hear that more and more.  It was annoying, until I started to 
have problems, - back problems, and the habit of not breathing deeply.   “But mom, I’m going to college to 
learn about the Lord, I don’t have time for all that nonsense.”  Today, I work hard to stand up straight and 
spend time breathing deeply.  What happened?  At that age, I didn’t like my mom telling me what to do, but 
my body was saying, she’s right.  Posture matters!  It is a necessary prerequisite to performing well in 
everything you do, including study.  I discovered it doesn’t work well if you don’t pay attention to it out of the 
gate. 

Paul is reminding us that after our calling is attended to, the only way we can move forward in a healthy way is 
to attend to our posture:  

v.2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3
These words are placed here for a purpose.  Before he goings on to describe what we need to “do,” he
continues with how we need to “be” – (remember what we said about Paul yesterday, that part about “being”
precedes “doing”?).  Did you know that humility, gentleness, patience and bearing with people – in a spirit of
love - are a “posture”?  It literally means “attitudinize”.   A spiritual approach we have to daily and
intentionally position ourselves in if everything that Paul tells us is going to work. It’s like looking at yourself in
the mirror before you go out on a date, it’s a way of preparing yourself to encounter someone.

There’s one more posture that is critical that we single out: 

“eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

There’s that word again, “unity.”  Remember the tower of Babel? They had a posture of unity.  Remember the 
people at Pentecost (Acts 2)? They had a posture of unity.  What’s the difference – The Spirit.  The Holy Spirit 
has to be invited into the “posture” part of the process in order for unity to prevail in the right way.   Unity and 
bonds of peace are essential for the work to be done right.  Do you remember as a kid going to someone’s 
house and there was an argument going on?  You know where parents are disputing with your friend’s sister 
about something or some other blow-up was happening.  Maybe you’re different, but I couldn’t get away from 
that house fast enough – usually.  Sometimes it was worth it to stay and watch the fireworks, but only if they 
were pointed in the other direction! Mostly I just wanted to get away with my friend. 

God is calling people into His house, and he wants us to be on good behavior.  The last thing He wants to do is 
work hard in someone’s heart for months, with many prayers lifted up, only to have people come to church 
that had bad posture.  You know, prideful and willful instead of “humble.”  Unkind or obnoxious instead of 
“gentle.” Impatient, because they sat in your seat, instead of patiently telling them – “hey, that’s my seat.” 
Not putting up with anyone who rubs you the wrong way instead of bearing with one another in love.  Or let 
new people in on the fact that you don’t like what those other guys are doing...instead of being eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit. Posture matters – more than you know! 

Finally, do you think about posture before you come to worship on Sunday morning.  If you are new to the 
faith, I would encourage you to think about it.  If you’ve been worshiping for awhile and you go into the 
sanctuary of believers without doing it...shame.   However, maybe you didn’t have a mom like mine, and you 
didn’t know.  Well...now you know.  Pray before you go into worship – always.  Ask God to prepare your heart 
posture so that you can receive what God has for you and you can give what God has laid on your heart for 



other people.  And if someone sits in your seat, take a deep breath, ask God what you should do before you 
give them the “left foot of fellowship.”  Posture matters, or Babel prevails.  

Pray before you go into worship next time and ask God to help you to have the right posture for worshiping 
with others. 

Ask God to help you clarify your calling and show you how He wants you to serve in this season. 

If you see someone who is trying to figure it out that may be new, ask God to help you help them to see what 
He may be leading them into.  



Wednesday April 6 
Ephesians 4: 
“One”  

There is: 
 one body and  
 one Spirit—just as you were called to the 
 one hope that belongs to your call—   
 one Lord,  
 one faith,  
 one baptism,   
 one God and Father of all,  

who is.. 
over all and  
through all and 
in all. 

Whoever wrote the song, “one is the loneliest number,” clearly wasn’t thinking about this passage.  There’s 
just too much going on here to be “lonely.”  But, church life isn’t supposed to be lonely or private or anything 
at all to do with isolating ourselves from others.  It is a true collection of “ones” working together.  We are 
supposed to be “in each other’s business...” willingly.  When Paul uses the word “one” here he’s describing 
things that are according to their kind.  He’s also describing how they are each one in purpose.  One kind of 
body, one kind of Spirit, one kind of hope, etc.   Not different kinds of church body, different kinds of faith, 
different kinds of baptism...just doesn’t sound right, does it? 

Why is “one” important here?  Do you remember the front page of the Lent devotional?  What did Jesus pray? 
“That we would be one, just as he and the Father were one.”  More importantly, why did he pray that and 
under what circumstances?  I will let you push the pause button and ask you to read John 17:1-26. 

(Did you read it?) 

“One” is important from God’s point of view, it always has been.  

There’s a beautiful prayer called the “Shema” that Jewish people still pray to this day from Deuteronomy 6: 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Do you remember that part about “one” – according to their kind, and one, according to their purpose? 
The Israelites were supposed to pay careful attention to the kind of God they worshiped – as opposed to the 
gods of Egypt and elsewhere.  You know, the gods that would ask you to sacrifice your children, the gods who 
really didn’t like people to begin with. This God is different in kind and purpose, don’t forget it – and don’t let 
your kids forget it either.  One is a pretty big deal for God when it comes to the kind and purpose. 



Even in the creation account in Genesis 2, God made everything according to its kind and according to its 
purpose.  His creational purpose, how He designed things to work well!  When we try to make ourselves or 
something in creation or expect God to do something outside of His or creation’s purpose, we sin, we miss the 
mark.   
 
Just like the days of creation, Paul uses “7” “ones,” I believe to make this point in a deep and profound way. 
He’s saying, “church, be one in kind according to your God-given purpose, and I will be over you, through you 
and in you as you are – and do.”  Being precedes doing.  
 
 
What do you think it looks like when the church isn’t one like we are supposed to be? 
 
Pray for the unity of our church, ask God to show you how you can play a part in helping the church to be one 
in purpose and kind. 
 
 
 



Thursday April 7 

7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.  
8 Therefore it says, 
“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 
9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the 
earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

“Some things that Paul writes are hard to understand.” Not my words, put the Apostle Peter’s when he 
warned us about making sure we are careful when we read Paul’s letters (2 Peter 3:16). Not because Paul tried 
to be obscure or tricky, but because the issues that are being discussed are complex. 

So let me help you understand this part because it is important to know “what just happened?”  Do you 
remember that sermon of Peter’s during Pentecost that you were asked to read over and over?  Well, part of 
that sermon spoke about these very things (Acts 2:24-35) that you just read today.  So, pay careful attention 
and there will be a reward!  

Here’s some lumber to put on the table to build something with: 

What you read today is a quote from Psalm 68:18 in verse 8, Paul is interested primarily in the last line, “and 
gave gifts to men.” This provides scriptural verification from the Old Testament that the ascended Christ gives 
gifts to people. 

(Remember Peter’s sermon quote: “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies 
your footstool.”’ Or the phrase, “He sat down.” In your reading earlier?) 

The original psalm is about God being triumphant, taking captives, and receiving gifts from people (or possibly 
receiving people as gifts).  (Imagine a parade after a war is won and the procession that follows)  

This psalm was apparently used in connection with Pentecost and the commemoration of God giving of the 
Torah (The first 5 books of the bible). 

Paul understood the psalm of Christ’s ascension, or he has at least adapted it to Christ’s ascension – where 
He’s now seated on the throne. The “captives in his train,” his victory parade are the evil one, the principalities 
and powers (Col. 2:15, Ephesians 6). In light of Ephesians 1:20-23 on the Lord’s exaltation over spiritual forces, 
evil powers are what he has in mind.  

Now that Jesus is in charge, Paul – the sometimes hard to understand guy uses the word “gifts.” It has a 
double meaning.  Gifts are given to people in 4:7, however in 4:11 people are also given as gifts to the church. 
That people are recipients of grace makes them gifts to the church.  

Finally, the the text concludes saying literally, “in order that he may fill all things.” Whenever Paul mentions 
the ascension, he emphasizes Christ’s authority and the fact that Christ encompasses all things and places 
them in their proper role. Nothing is outside his jurisdiction or excluded from the benefit and wholeness he 
brings. 

All of this to say, by the now established authority of Jesus over everything, He gave people spiritual gifts for 
building up the church.  From the churches’ point of view, each of us when we use our gifts are actually a “gift 



to the church.”  For great clarity, a gift is anything God has given you to build up the church or the people 
around you with.  This could be praying for others, encouraging others, helping others, teaching others, or any 
other capacity you can imagine that God calls and empowers you do for the people around you. 

Friend, you are a gift to the church! Now use your gifts for the church and for Him.  Jesus has empowered you 
to do so.  And like any gift, there is a joy connected to it that is waiting to be discovered! 

That’s plenty for today! 

Ask God to show you what kind of gift(s) He has given you.  Ask Him to show you how he wants you to be a gift 
for the church. 

Ask God to help you identify gifts you see at work in other people’s lives. 



Friday April 8 
Ephesians 4:11-18 
 
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  
 
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 
Who are the people he’s talking about in verse 11? Why do they matter? Why do the matter to me?   
Here’s a summary: 
 
The apostles are the guardians of the spiritual DNA—the gospel of the great works and accomplishment of 
Christ. 
The prophets are the guardians of the church’s covenant relationship with God – they keep everything inside 
the proper spiritual boundaries.  They call us out and build us up. Think preaching here. 
The evangelists are the guardians of the compassion of Christ in the world proclaiming the good news in all of 
its spiritual and social ways – like Jesus did. 
The shepherds are the guardians of unity of the body. Think elders here 
The teachers are the guardians of doctrinal integrity. Think teachers and some aspects of preaching. 
 
Now that definitions are out of the way, consider how they are called to help the rest of us out: 
 
God “gave” us the “gift” of these people not just to have as guardians, but to perform a role that is necessary 
for the life and vitality of the church.  Every church has to have these different kinds of leaders or leadership in 
order to be healthy. Let’s explore who they are a little deeper.  
 
Apostles build a sense of mission among God’s people, starting with the genetic code (Gospel) at the very 
beginning of a new work. They are the voice of ongoing mission, even among established churches. Apostles 
are wired to equip God’s people to fulfill the church’s mission in the world.  
 
Not to be confusing on this point, but there are technically 2 kinds of Apostles.  The original ones we read 
about in scripture, who wrote scripture and saw Jesus face to face – including Paul.  The other kind (at least in 
my understanding) are people who have “apostolic function” – those people who build a sense of mission in 
the way described above.  They are the “ones sent” (literally what “apostle” means).  They reproduce the 
gospel in new settings. Missionaries come the closest to this original idea.   
 
Prophets equip the body to hear and respond to God’s voice. Only the prophets are designed by God with a 
passion to make sure we all connect to God. The prophets will get us praying and listening to what the head 
says. They compel us to remain in good standing in our covenant relationship with God.  Much of my own 
preaching in this season has taken on this characteristic.  Before I focused primarily on “teaching sermons.” 
 
Evangelists foster a sense of urgency to reach the lost, grow the church, and organize people around the task 
of reaching out to others. This is done in the context of equipping people to listen to the voice of the 



Father/Jesus/The Holy Spirit, regarding what and how to speak to people to connect them to the gospel 
naturally and effectively.” 

Shepherds make sure that people are connected to one another, caring for one another, and growing strong 
together. They protect the flock from the wolf in sheep’s clothing and equip others to do the same. They also 
create environments for the other gifts to flourish. If you ever wonder what elders are called to do, they are 
Shepherds with these concerns.  

Teachers make sure the people are feeding on God’s Word and living according to it. They equip God’s people 
to understand the Bible and consume it for themselves. Teachers also train God’s people to teach, which is 
actually the best way for everyone to learn. This is the gift that keeps the people of God alive in the new life 
that comes from God’s Word renewing our minds. 

The body will be fully healthy only when all of these gifts are present, working properly, and allowed to 
flourish in their unique ministries. Only then will we see all of Christ in all of His people. 

Everybody got that? 

Pray today for all the people you know at our church who fit this description. 

Pray for God to raise up more of the kinds of leaders we have just explored. 



Saturday April 9 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
Ephesians 1:1-10 
Ephesians 5:1-2 
Ephesians 6:1-4 

In Ephesians 2:10, Paul writes, 

“We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them.”  

The term translated as “workmanship” is the Greek word poiema, from which we get the word poem. With 
that image in mind, we take this verse to mean that each one of us is an original masterpiece designed by our 
Creator to play a one-of-a-kind role in His maturing body. The five leadership gifts we talked about yesterday 
contribute to the beautiful new creation we each are in Christ. Our purpose is to continue on to maturity, so 
we don’t miss out on the great works that God has in store for us. 

If you are a church member, then to varying degrees your experience according to Paul should have an 
equipping effect. If we are each developing like we should, then Paul sees this as a necessary process for the 
church to stay healthy and keep growing.  

Did you know that according to what Paul writes in Ephesians, there are 3 phases of maturity to your life as a 
believer? 

“Child”        Adoption               Ephesians 1:1-10         Believer who is called       
“Sons and Daughters”      Imitation      Ephesians 5:1-2       Disciple with a ministry “gift” 
“Fathers and Mothers”    Raising sons/daughters       Ephesians 6:1-4   Equipper of others 

Through adoption into the family of God, new followers of Christ become spiritual children. As they grow, 
these “children” become disciples through imitation—becoming like their spiritual fathers and mothers and 
proving to be sons and daughters by walking in their spiritual parent’s footsteps. Through the birthing and 
rearing of sons and daughters into spiritual adulthood (and into the role of mature spiritual parents of their 
own), mature followers of Christ become spiritual parents and equippers of others—and the process 
continues naturally and progressively from one generation to the next.  

Paul tracks our maturity and layers it onto what we know about family life. With adoption, think children, no 
matter what the age.   

First is the Adoption Phase (Ephesians 1:1-10): 

I will just say it with no intent to offend, “Children are by nature selfish.” Even when they do something good 
for others, they want to make sure it is noticed. They want their awesome drawings posted on the refrigerator 
for others to see. They can’t help it; they’re immature because they are children. They are trying to figure out 
this thing called “life.” People adopted in the church family are just trying to figure it out as well.  But if one 
grows to be an adult and continues in selfish and immature in their faith, it just looks weird by this definition.  
When adult Christians remain selfish and narcissistic, it creates chaos.  

Spiritual children may be overcome by the feelings of guilt and shame that accompany the recognition that 
their selfish actions have negative consequences. They realize they are alone in the world, and they know they 



are lost. That’s why the means to becoming a child of God is to “be adopted in”—accepted just as they are into 
the family of “God. By the blood of Christ, their past is cleansed and forgiven, and they are accepted. That is 
why John makes a point of telling the “little children” that their sins are forgiven (1 John 2:12). That is the best 
news a spiritual child can receive. Success at this stage of spiritual development is realizing that we have been 
forgiven of everything and accepted into God’s family. 

Second, is the Imitation Phase (Ephesians 5:1-2): 

Young “men and women” have different concerns than they did as children. They begin to take responsibility, 
not just for themselves, but for others.  There are still some strains of selfishness and pride involved at this 
stage of maturity, but they are tied to a more selfless sense of being needed by others. Christians at this stage 
of development long get engaged with the work of the Lord. The Holy Spirit works in us and shows us the 
needs, the joys, the satisfaction and fulfillment in doing God’s work. 

Third is the “Raising Sons and Daughters” Phase (Ephesians 6:1-4): 

Fathers and Mothers have been there and done that. They have the scars to prove it! At this stage success is 
more about the quality of relationships and the ability to influence people you love. You are not as concerned 
about “proving” yourself anymore.   

They have learned from joys and sorrows of life and know the great reward of serving.  Now they have 
expertise to pass along to younger men and women. They are maturing to a place where they reproduce and 
develop the next generation. Their interest now shifts from doing the job to training others to do it.  

Fathers and mothers are no longer as concerned for their own success as they are for the success of their 
children. They want to leave a legacy for the whole family to enjoy for years to come. Paul expresses this idea 
in 2 Corinthians 12:14 when he says, “Children are not responsible to save up for their parents, but parents for 
their children.” 

For the follower of Christ who reaches this stage of maturity, true success is simply knowing God intimately. 
John writes to these fathers, “You know Him who has been from the beginning” (1 John 2:13). It is this 
knowledge that helps the whole church to know better, appreciate more, and ultimately trust more fully in 
their heavenly Father. 

There you have it.  The transition from disciple to mature equipper in the body of Christ presents some of the 
same challenges faced by parents who are releasing their young adult children into the world to stand on their 
own two feet.  

The equipper must step aside to avoid blocking the process of reproduction, and the disciple must step up to a 
new level of responsibility and action. Our faith, the church, our role in the church requires us to be attentive 
to these dynamics if we are going to be healthy for generations.  What phase do you see yourself in right now? 

Think of 2 people who are “children” in the Lord, pray for them today and find a way to encourage them. 

Think of 2 people who are “young men and women” in the Lord, pray for them and encourage them 
sometimes soon. 
Think of 2 people (not the pastor!) who are Fathers and Mothers in the Lord.  Pray for them and thank them 
for the love they have for the family of God. 



Weekly Group Discussion 

 Today we will be focusing on April 4th - April 9th.  Your facilitator will be asking these three 
questions each week.  

1. What day of the readings stuck out to you and why?

2. In what ways do these readings help FCC become one body?

3. How can we as a group take what we read and put it into action?
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I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11

I pray that they would be

-Jesus
  John 17:11



Monday April 11 
Matthew 21:12-22 

12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the 
tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My 
house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’” 

14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 

16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. 

“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, 

“‘From the lips of children and infants 
    you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?” 

17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night. 

18 Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig tree by the 
road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit 
again!” Immediately the tree withered. 

20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” they asked. 

21 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the 
fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you 
believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 

There is so much packed between Palm Sunday and Good Friday that it’s important to get advance notice of 
what’s in store. That’s why we will be travelling through Matthew this week.  He gives us a front row seat to 
the unfolding of the final scenes of Jesus life on earth. They begin with his arrival from Galilee into the city of 
Jerusalem. The final stage of his “earth story” opens with his “triumphal entry.” 

This “entry” is one of the epic scenes in the unfolding of Jesus’ story.  Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey: 
it could be the climax moment in a cinematic masterpiece, or a Shakespeare play. As Matthew presents it, it is 
the climax of a much longer and more complicated story: the whole story of God and Israel, going all the way 
back to the promise given to Abraham in Genesis 12. If you pay careful attention to the plotline of David’s life, 
you will see that Matthew was very intentional about overlaying Jesus’ story onto David’s. This is for the 
purpose of conveying to us that Jesus was the King in the line of David who would restore the kingdom – 
forever (2 Sam. 7).  Regardless of the “artistic” comparisons, this is a very real drama with its goal being 
Jerusalem and its end being judgment and tragedy.  

(As a sidebar, Holy week is a dark moment.  In order for you to appreciate the celebratory declaration on 
Easter, “He is risen!”, you have to go into that dark valley with Jesus if you want to calibrate for yourself how 
significant Easter truly is!  I hope all of our church will participate in the events we are leading you through so 
that our celebration on Easter will be rich, rather than routine.)  
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As you read chapters 21 – 27 in Matthew, you wonder if John had this scene in mind when he opened up his 
Gospel with these words: “he came to his own, and his own didn’t receive him”, because this part of Matthew 
is all about how the Messiah, i.e., King in the line of David, was rejected rather than accepted.  

All along Jesus had made it clear that his particular calling and responsibility was to present the arrival of 
heaven’s kingdom to the people of Israel. Having prepared the way by his work up in the north (3 years in 
Galilee), he has now arrived, with a great throng of Passover pilgrims, at the holy city itself.  Remember, this 
was a large group of followers who came from Galilee to Jerusalem with them.  They were the ones who were 
declaring his praises as he rode on a donkey.  The local “Jerusalem dwellers” on the other hand, were asking, 
“Who is this person, again?” 

What you read today is filled with misunderstanding.  Jesus’ followers celebrated him as the Messiah...until 
they didn’t!  When his life began to not fit their expectations, I’m guessing many were hanging out in 
Jerusalem until the Passover Feast was done. They did so however in a state of confusion, fear and frustration 
over expectations that didn’t pan out.   

The locals were confused because of his popularity with his followers from Galilee, yet the first thing he does 
is go directly to the temple and begin to create chaos.  

The religious leaders were confused because of his audacity. Who does this person think he is? 

The blind, the lame, and the children however were the only ones who get it. The are the only ones who come 
from a place in life that they are able to see with clarity his true identity and authority.  

Why do you think they were the only ones postured to understand where Jesus was coming from and what his 
true purpose was about? 

Why does Jesus start at the temple with this dramatic act of “house cleaning” and then quote scripture to 
support it? 

Jesus’ protest against the Temple wasn’t just about it being, in that sense, ‘a den of robbers’. He was quoting 
the prophet Jeremiah at that point, and Jeremiah wasn’t just worried about economic exploitation. Something 
deeper and darker was afoot. Behind all the outward trappings of the Temple, Jesus could see that the whole 
place, and the whole city, had come to symbolize the determination of Israel to do things their own way; in 
particular, to embrace a vision of God and God’s kingdom which was fundamentally different from the vision 
which he was announcing and living out. Their vision would have climaxed in a Messiah coming on a war-
horse. Jesus’ vision led him to act out the prophecy of Zechariah: your king is coming to you, humble, and 
mounted on a donkey. This simple yet profound symbolic action continues to resonate out into the world 
where, even among people who profess to follow Jesus, the war-horse is still preferred to the donkey. 

Jesus is challenging the way of the world vs. the way of a “true, God engineered Kingdom.” Ironically the place 
he begins isn’t with the Roman Empire, but the religious establishment and all of its now misguided notions of 
what it means to worship God.   

Only those who lived in a humble state of dependence had eyes to see it.  Do you? 

Prayer: Gracious Lord, challenge us when we distort your will and your promise, and come to dwell with us 
and in us now and for ever. 



Tuesday April 12 
Matthew 21:23-27 
 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this 
authority?” 
 
24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 
 
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you 
believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John 
was a prophet.” 
 
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 
 
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  
 
 
In the concluding part of the Temple scene yesterday (21:12- 17), the chief priests and the scribes failed to 
recognize Jesus as the Son of David. In 21:12-17, the lack of recognition of Jesus as the Son of David was 
presented by Matthew from Jesus' perspective. For him, it is a problem directly related to failing to know and 
understand Scripture and failing to acknowledge goodness and mercy as fundamental characteristics of 
God. To acknowledge God as the ultimate provider of everything that we need! 
 
21:18 and following describes how the “Son of David” is seen from the perspective of other people.  For them, 
if this is David’s son – the Messiah, they are only concerned about issues of authority and power. Jesus doesn’t 
fit their template of what authority and power should look like as they imagined the coming of their long-
awaited king. I’m not talking “Herod” here, everyone knows he’s fake, though Rome wants everyone to 
believe otherwise. Besides, who’s in a position to argue with the Roman Government?  And this is part of their 
concern, politically they are tired of Rome and of the fake king they have to pretend to accept.   
 
By the way, how do you deal with the layers of political tension in our day?  Do you believe if your party “just 
gets in” all will be much better?  The religious leaders certainly thought that to be true.  Jesus however doesn’t 
even accept their premise of politics, authority or power. His entry signaled that loudly.  He responds to their 
understanding in a way that makes no sense.   
Even though very spiritual themes are in play here, there’s a triggering political layer also on everyone’s minds. 
 
Does Jesus make sense to you when it comes to your own engagement with politics?  Are   
politics even important to Jesus?   While this is a very loaded and volatile question ... (pause the thought, what 
are you starting to feel btw?) ...  Perhaps that disturbed sensation you just felt, is how people felt when Jesus 
showed up and started to meddle. He can make you escalate if you seriously pay attention!  He was wading 
into territory that was hugely volatile politically.  The Romans were watching the temple, soldiers were 
stationed close by, ready to respond to any social disruptions, quickly and unmercifully.   
 
Besides Jesus is just being “spiritual” here, right? He has no intention to disrupt their political layer, correct? 
 
Unfortunately, if you read chapters 23 and 24, Jesus describes how politically Jerusalem is going to self-
destruct.  And in 70 AD history tells us what he predicted, happened. How did the “spiritual” and the 
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“political” intersect and result in political and social annihilation?  Jesus warned them, if their hearts weren’t 
right with him, it would all fall apart, regardless of the political philosophy.  It did. 

Part of me wonders if we can see our role in the Kingdom more clearly, we will understand what our 
engagement with politics should look like.  “Is it from heaven or from men?” is a way of saying if you 
understand Jesus, you will understand everything “according to its kind and purpose.” (Genesis 1, Ephesians 
1:10). 

Is it possible if things fall apart politically and socially that they could fall apart personally - if Jesus is not 
placed at the center of it all? 

In what ways do you trust politics for your belief in future well being? 

In what ways do you trust economics and the markets for your financial security? 

In what ways do you turn to popular culture for prompts on how to live and relate? 

In what ways do you look at media as a guide for evaluating what’s going on in the world and around you? 

In what ways do you think God has shown us these last 2 years that all of the places we trusted in our culture 
for security are unstable and even unsustainable.  How has this affected you? 
How has this redirected your attention to the sovereignty of God and caused you to rethink what life in his 
kingdom really means at the practical level.  

In what ways do you trust God, His King Jesus and life under the domain of his lordship to direct your way of 
life. 

Who are the voices of authority in your world? (Be honest) 

Enough questions already! Let’s pray: 
Prayer: Ask God to help you see his guidance and provision as an anchor for everything you do and trust.  Also 
ask Him how to navigate being “in the world, but not of the world,”- without rejecting or condemning the 
things of the world that are good and worth engaging in.   

Ask God to help you to see people with new eyes, that don’t condemn, but care deeply for them. Ask God to 
help you show others that God’s Kingdom is a reality that offers greater promise than the inadequate sources 
we look to and trust in the world.  



Wednesday April 13 
Matthew 26:14-16 
 
14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15 and asked, “What are 
you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From 
then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
 
Betrayal... 
 
It is one of our least favorite words, because it has such a profound effect.  Effects that are anticipated and 
effects that you never imagined would be the result.  The events of today’s scripture will have an impact on 
tomorrows reading.  You will see the wounding effect it had on Jesus.  Why, because betrayal is personal, 
deeply personal.   
 
The opposite of betrayal is trust. Trust is the currency of every relationship.  We can only get as close to 
people as they will let us in.  To the degree they trust you, is the degree they will let you in.  Jesus let Judas in. 
When people let you in, that’s when real life begins to happen!  It is a safe space to unguardedly be that 
authentic person inside of us who longs to come out but is afraid of being misunderstood or rejected.  When 
trust and love are combined, it is a whole ‘nother level of play!  Jesus loved Judas and trusted him, Jesus let 
Judas in.  BUT the question is, did Judas ever let Jesus in? 
 
Now in a backroom somewhere there is a deal happening that violates any relational agreement Jesus and 
Judas may have had.  For some reason, Judas chose to break trust.  Or was Judas just “playing” Jesus in some 
kind of self-serving con game and now it was time to eject?   
 
There is a lot of speculation about Judas.  Is he just a puppet acting out a script that was foreordained.  Was he 
like an NPC (Non-playing character in a video game) that was programmed to press the nuclear switch under a 
given set of conditions? Or was he a human being who made choices like the rest of us – that just happened to 
be prophesied about long ago - yet was unaware that particular prophecy meant him?  Or something in the 
middle? 
 
All we do know is that the human side of relationships are put on display with his actions. He meets Jesus, 
follows Jesus, gets caught up in the life that is Jesus.  Celebrates healings and deliverances alongside Jesus. Has 
normal conversation and banter with the disciples. Sleeps under the stars and depends on the hospitality of 
others.  Has political aspirations as one connected with the zealots, so likely he had hopes and dreams like the 
rest of us.   
 
He even has fear when he sees Jesus languishing amidst the Jerusalemites in this final sequence.  “Its not 
going as well as we anticipated...” He must of questioned to himself the merits of hanging on.  So now his self-
preservation instincts kick in, because he sees the hand-writing on the wall and therefore he must plan his 
exit.  If he has any conscience at all, it is uneasy about the bargain, but knows he must “play the role” and look 
for his opportunity.  Tomorrow, we see him “acting” in the upper room, but Jesus knows his friend well 
enough to see the betrayal on his face.  Jesus names it and it is too much.  Very soon, Judas fulfills his end of 
the bargain, but his conscience kicks in and he tries to backtrack.  He cannot undo what he has done, so he 
chooses the “final solution,” and kills himself.  His legacy is having a graveyard named after him and being the 
recipient of the “dishonorable mention” award in his ranking among the disciples.  Dark stuff indeed.... 
 
If we were doing an autopsy on this story, what would your questions be? What was the motive? What were 
the driving forces that were behind his choices? Theologically, it was pre-ordained in some form.  Socially, it 
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might have been to find a group to join that had better answers than other zealot groups he tried to align 
with.  Personally, if Jesus were the “One” he might stand to gain power, prestige, authority, wealth? Who 
knows in a “it’s a who you know world”?   
 
Regardless, there is some overlap between ourselves and Judas. If we are honest, we are probably looking for 
some of the things he was looking for.  Jesus had those things, but they didn’t come in the form he thought 
they should.  Yet you wonder if he would have just held on, he could have been a part of that great “after 
party” we read about in Acts 2.   
 
In this very uncertain moment, what is keeping you attached to Jesus?  Some have detached and you have to 
wonder if they have moved on to other attractors. What keeps you from moving on as well? 
 
These questions are less directive during Holy week, than previous ones.  They are more open-ended in tone 
because we are moving into some dark territory and some of that involves your soul and mine.   
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, find us faithful and strengthen us in the hour when we are wavering. Amen. 
 



 
 
Thursday April 14 (Maundy Thursday Service 7p-8p at the Church) 
Matthew 26:17-46 
 
17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you 
want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
 
18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I 
am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them and prepared the Passover. 
 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he 
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
 
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 
 
23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man 
will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for 
him if he had not been born.” 
 
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 
 
Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 
 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
 
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 
This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will 
not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.” 
 
30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 
 
“‘I will strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
 
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
 
33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 
 
34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three 
times.” 
 
35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said 
the same. 
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“It isn’t me, is it?” 
 
Have you ever played out possible choice outcomes and determined, “if I go this direction, I’m the hero (or at 
least “good guy”) and if I go that direction, a villain and possibly even a pariah”?   We live on the edge of those 
kind of choices more often than I’m comfortable with.  The people surrounding Jesus were in that kind of a 
predicament, with an even more uncertain outcome because “resurrection” wasn’t a thing yet to them. 
 
The great story we just read, and even remember every week is well known yet little known.  It bursts upon us 
in Matthew’s telling, showcasing a deeply disturbing scene: friends at the table discovering that one of them is 
to be a traitor. We often wonder what it was that made Judas do it. Perhaps we should also ask, what it was 
that held the others back?  They, like Judas, had misunderstood so much. They still didn’t realize what it was 
Jesus had to do.  
 
There is an anxious humility about their question which we would do well to imitate as we approach the 
narrative of Jesus’ last moments.  Consider the significance of those moments: such a horribly public scene of 
torture and death put on exhibition before the masses and yet such an intimate portrait of him and those 
closest to him. If it were cinema, it would be epic...Because it is real, it is frightening and deeply moving - 
bundled together. 
 
To read this story casually, glancing through and reminding ourselves of its main outline, is to trivialize and so 
to misread it.  Like hearing a great piece of music played at ten times the appropriate speed. Read it with the 
question in mind, ‘Lord, it isn’t me, is it?’ and see what answer you get. 
 
I believe the answer to our own anxiety about making the right choices is right there in the drama. Right in the 
middle of Jesus going through the pain and anguish of Judas’ betrayal and the anticipation of the rest of them 
checking out as well, including his favorite, Peter, this had to be a bittersweet moment.  
 
Why? Because he also anticipated that a new “relational agreement” was about to get underway – beginning 
with this meal.  A relational agreement so important, that it centered on the reality of a death, a burial, and a 
resurrection.  In a word, the NEW COVENANT.  3 years earlier, their relational and psychological agreement 
started with the call, “Follow Me.”  Which they did, for 3 amazing years!  There were lots of “understood” 
agreements along the way that were formed situationally and non-verbally having to do with loyalty to Jesus 
and each other, but nothing formally defined. Mostly just understood like every other relational agreement 
that people would have under that kind of group experience – (minus the miracles of course).  This would no 
longer be the case. 
 
Even after Peter’s denial and betrayal, this new “relational agreement,” called the NEW COVENANT contained 
enough robustness to restore even betrayal and trust-breaking through forgiveness and reconciliation.  But 
that wasn’t even its superpower!  What this covenant provided was a new way of looking at ourselves, other 
people, and even God!  It contained so much promise and possibility and hope that it was worth living 
for...And dying for....and remembering every...single...Sunday.    
 
It still, 2,100 years later, creates in our hearts a sense of boundary regarding what is good and what is 
not...what is healthy and what is dehumanizing...what is relationally appropriate and life-giving and what is 
toxic and destructive.  There is so much in this agreement that we discover along the way that you would 
almost think it was a living, dynamic reality that changes you in a way that words cannot describe...  Jesus 
knew this was also on the table when he saw his friends circling the drain in their fears, anxieties and 



dissipating hopes.  He was conflicted in that moment, but also deeply convicted by what was about to take 
effect for them through his broken body and shed blood.    
 
I can’t help but think the “jacked up” up nature of this dining experience was part of the motivation he needed 
to get through garden and into the dreaded crucifixion experience.  We needed something that could get us 
past ourselves and our uncanny ability to sabotage good relationships over the course of time.  The New 
Covenant humbles us enough to help us start over under new conditions that are life giving.  Jesus knew it and 
had to do it...for us. 
 
What did your life look like before you engaged with God’s new covenant in Jesus? 
 
What’s different now that you know the reality of that covenant and its effect on your life? 
 
Pray that God will reveal to you who you are in this story if it applies and if not, what’s the next thing he can 
help you see as you remember him through the Lord’s supper of the New Covenant. 
 



 
 
Friday April 15 (Good Friday Service 7p-8p at the Church) 
Matthew 27:45-54 
 
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”). 
 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered 
it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks 
split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They 
came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had 
happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
 
 
"When they had crucified him” 
 
What we read today actually was the continuation of a scene change which began in verse 35 with a simple 
statement:  "when they had crucified him.” 
 
Perhaps the significance of this is better restated this way. So, here’s the “do-over”:  
Matthew refers to what we consider another “epic” event in this epic saga- the CRUCIFIXION!, in a simple, 
short subordinate clause:  
 
"when they had crucified him" (27:35).  
 
This is actually bundled into events and circumstances described in the telling starting in verse 32, “As they 
were going out...”  
 
What’s significant for Matthew is how the paragraph ends (Verse 37):  
 
“Above his head they placed the written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
 
That my friends was the “crime” for which he was crucified.  He came into town like a King – riding on a 
donkey.  By all measures, it didn’t end well for this “king.”  It gets even uglier if we go back a little. 
 
Matthew arranges this part of the telling of his gospel with the connecting themes of the “mockeries of Jesus.”  
Beginning with "the whole battalion" mocking Jesus (27:27-31), a theme that finally gives way to a positive 
assessment of Jesus by "the centurion and those who were with him" saying: "Truly this was the Son [or, a 
son] of God" (27:54).  
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Why the change of heart? What happened that led to a reversal of fortune in the darkest of hours? 
 
What Matthew wants you and I to see is the way way in which the soldiers (27:27- 38), those who passed by 
(27:39-40), the Jewish leaders (27:41-43), the robbers (27:44), Jesus himself (27:45-50), and finally the 
centurion and those with him (27:54) interpreted both in words and in actions the significance of Jesus' 
crucifixion.  
 
How do you interpret the significance of the crucifixion? 
 
Is it a tragedy of a tragic figure who was in over his head from the start? 
 
Or did Matthew place the crucifixion in the “subordinate” place in the telling because the crucifixion is actually 
underneath it all?  Paul said, “I preach Christ, and Him crucified.”  I wonder how profoundly the crucifixion 
matters? 
 
Now turning to the reading today, strange things are happening.  Not only are some mocking and others 
defending.  Some offering comfort and others denying it.  Clearly there are 2 kinds of responses happening 
while Jesus is hanging in utter anguish. Finally, there are 2 kinds of understandings of what the sign means 
when it says, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
 
For some it is a joke, for others it strikes an inexplicable awe... 
 
What everyone agrees with, is what happened when the “crucifixion process” was completed.  King or no king, 
something shifted in the universe.  The temple veil was torn from top to bottom (heaven to earth), the earth 
shook (the foundations of all things), the rocks split (the most solid things available), and dead people 
resurrected and walked around (life, death, now resurrected life – forever). 
 
Underneath it all, in a subordinate place in the middle of a paragraph of Matthew’s telling we noticed these 
words, “they had crucified him.”  
 
The world is different for those who have eyes to see and believe. 
 
This is Jesus, the King of the Jews...and the Gentiles...and the whole world...including the Universe itself! 
 
He’s my King, is he yours? 
 
Prayer: Lord give me eyes to see less as a skeptic and more as a believer on the one who is “The Son of God” 
 



 
 
Saturday April 16  
Matthew 27:57-66 
 
 
57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a 
disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 
Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut 
out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb. 
 
62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 “Sir,” 
they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 
So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and 
steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse 
than the first.” 
 
65 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 66 So they went and 
made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 
 
 
For some, Jesus will never be King.  They tried to keep Jesus safely dead in this conspiratorial move, they still 
do today. 
 
For the duration of my time on earth, tv, newspapers, media outlets and content makers who mention God, 
avoid talking about Jesus specifically. At least in the way the Bible talks about him. 
 
Atheists tell us God is dead, because we know they have looked everywhere possible in the universe and 
discovered He’s nowhere to be found. There is no God! 
 
When other skeptics do talk about Jesus, they can’t really deny that he existed, but they can find the fringiest 
of experts for their documentaries to derail the narrative with “gotcha” expose’s. 
 
Why is it so important to “get rid of Jesus?”  Why is he such a threat to people? 
 
For Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea, he was Lord.  For Mary, a less resourced human for sure, he was also 
Lord.  For the Political and Religious establishment and their power-brokers, he got in the way.   
 
What’s the pattern here, if Jesus is not Lord, then He gets in the way – of what?  Why all this energy to delete 
him from world’s story? Matthew anticipates this in our reading today because there are people who believe 
and people who don’t want to believe and will do their best to change the facts.  The truth is, the “why’s” vary 
from person to person, what’s agreed on is that he’s too disruptive of a force to be acknowledged. Because of 
this mass deletion effort, a chess game is now underway and the stakes are high.   
 
I love the philosophy of chess, but have never been very good at it. I have played some competent chess 
players (friends and family). Its humbling to admit that there was always a point, usually quite early on, when I 
simply wouldn't understand what they were doing. They would move a rook here, a knight there, move the 
queen somewhere else, and all without apparent connection or plan. Then, a few moves later, when I thought 

There is no code for the reading today.  



I was about to do something really clever, one of the pieces that had innocently been moved earlier on was 
there, blocking my way. The mark of a good player is to anticipate the moves the opponent is going to make, 
and to block them before they can happen. 
 
In many ways the burial story is actually an anticipation of the resurrection story. Matthew is moving the 
necessary chess pieces into place for the game he knows will take place. The stakes are very high and the 
opposition to him remains chronic.  
 
The central claim of the early church was that Jesus of Nazareth had been raised from the dead. The central 
claim wasn't that he was a great teacher, a powerful healer, an inspiring leader, or that he was the victim of a 
gross miscarriage of justice. All of those were true, but they wouldn't add up to the early Christian faith and 
life. The crucial fact, they believed, was that Jesus had been bodily raised to life after being unquestionably 
dead and buried. This is what they announced to the startled world, the world of Jews and Gentiles. “On the 
third day, this Jesus, whom you crucified, was raised from the dead...” 
 
How disruptive of a presence is Jesus in your life?  What were some reasons you may have hesitated to accept 
him like Joseph and Mary? 
 
As we watch the burial of Jesus, and meditate on his going before us into the tomb which is the common 
experience of humanity, we stand in awe once more at the thought that he, alone of all the human race, has 
found the way through it and out into God's new world beyond.  
 
Until tomorrow, we wait.... 
 
Pray for the power of the Resurrection to be at work tomorrow in our worship gathering. 
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Week 7 
“Influencing the World Together” 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 

And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  

And Jesus came and said to them,  

  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

          Go therefore and: 
       make disciples of all nations, 

       baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
      teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always - to the end of the age.” 

Monday April 18 
Staying Faithful 

I can’t express enough how proud I am of our church and the people who have joined us on this Lent Journey! 
I really feel God has shown up along the way, in fact, I believe He has been instrumental in leading us through 
it.  Maybe you haven’t perfectly followed the plan each day, but over all you have remained faithful to the 
process and have arrived at the desired destination!  If you have, maybe you’ve realized that God has been 
training all of us for mission through this experience.  He has taken us through the story of the beginnings of 
the first Church and reminded us of, whose we are, who we are, why we are the church, and how to move 
forward in that new identity and expectation.  In the process, we have been overlaying our own lives on top of 
the lives of the first followers of Jesus.  We have learned to take seriously their “pattern” and follow it 
accordingly – and in the unique circumstances we find ourselves in, in 2022.   

In this “Post-Easter” part of our Lent Journey, we are focusing on the very important ending of the Gospel of 
Matthew.  Here is our “call to mission” – as a church.   This should not surprise us.  When Jesus first called his 
disciples, he was beginning the process of training them for the most important mission in the history of 
humanity! 

As he was “teaching them to fish,” they were given authority over unclean spirits and were given the power to 
cure every disease and sickness (Matthew 10:1) – also stuff we’ve been learning about through the message 
series on Luke. This has not been a relaxed journey by any stretch.  Jesus warned the disciples repeatedly that 
their call would not be easy; reminding them that it would include great suffering and even death. Having 
experienced that for themselves in the last 2 Chapters of Matthew (26-27). What might come as a surprise is 
that just as quickly as the disciples abandoned him at the very end (minus Judas), they swiftly re-gathered 
together around the resurrected Jesus. 

In light of their experience, I would be the first to tell you that I have an aversion to suffering and definitely 
death!  However, there is something so magnetic about Jesus that even those things can become secondary to 



us as we come to truly understand him. There is something about the power of the resurrection that makes 
me less afraid of suffering and even – death. That “something” serves as a catalyst to draw us back to him and 
his will for our lives!  If you think there is “something about Mary,” there is definitely something far greater 
about Jesus! 
 
Zooming back in on the moment, the gospel does not tell us where the disciples were during the death and 
burial of Jesus. It only stresses that they were not present for his last hours. As surely as Jesus had died, the 
mission of the Twelve seemed over. However, the angel whom the women encountered at the empty tomb 
instructed the women to go to the disciples and tell them that Jesus has been raised from the dead. They 
quickly departed and told the disciples this good news.  
 
As a sidebar, this is quite unprecedented, that is - for any kind of a legitimate movement to showcase the 
importance of women in the “evangelism” process. That said, this side of the resurrection, we are entering 
into a new kind of human experience where unexpected and unprecedented things are happening. 
 
The end of Matthew’s gospel moves straight from the good news of the resurrection to a new call, a new 
commission, and new instructions for mission.  “The Good News” (Gospel) and “The mission of the church” are 
connected in such a way that if we do one without the other, we are not getting the church’s job right! That 
said, it is far more than a “job” it is a participation of us all in a calling back to Jesus everything that is lost and 
broken.  All things in creation in need of redemption and salvation.  If you have received those things and they 
have affected you to the very core of your being, you will likely have no problem letting other people know 
that Jesus is well worth your time! 
 
Prayer: Pray for our church to be able to effectively witness and share the Good News that Jesus is making all 
things new. Pray for someone you specifically know who would benefit from knowing Jesus. 
 



Tuesday April 19 
From Family Tree to Family Inclusion of All Peoples 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 

And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  

And Jesus came and said to them,  

  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

         Go therefore and: 
       make disciples of all nations, 

       baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
      teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always - to the end of the age.” 

The Gospel of Matthew begins with a genealogy – aka “family tree.”  This is a list of names beginning with 
Abraham and ending with Jesus. The gospel ends with a call to mission. At first, the two may seem far 
removed from one another. You’re probably wondering, “What does the Jesus family tree have to do with 
these parting words of instruction?” They are separated by time, with the whole life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus experienced between the two. And, they are separated by literary style. A list of names 
and a narrative are certainly different from one another. But the two are connected in very important ways. 
Understanding one helps to understand the other. They serve as appropriate bookends to this powerful story. 

The genealogy is much more than merely a list of names. The genealogy is an account of faithfulness 
stretching from Abraham to Jesus. This serves to establish that the life of Jesus is to be understood as being 
part of a long line of faithfulness. In other words, the story does not begin with Jesus. In fact, the gospel 
stretches back to the earliest stories of our Bible – beginning with Abraham, who was faithful to God. Isaac 
and Jacob were faithful to God. David was faithful to God. Even the names we might not be as familiar with 
are included for a reason. These were imperfect, flawed people whose life “trajectory” was one of following 
God as He unfolded the redemptive promise through their lives.  Matthew’s genealogy tells us God was 
working through generations, three sets of fourteen generations. Faith was passed along in Jesus’ family tree. 

This family tree also tells the stories of four women. In each case, the family and its very faithfulness faced the 
possibility of ending or at least pivoting into a very different direction. The entrance of each woman into the 
story occurred in a moment when everything could have fallen apart. However, these also flawed persons, 
played a critical role in breathing new life into the family and its story of faithfulness. In other words, Jesus 
was born into a long line of men and women who were faithful to God.  

Jesus, however, is not simply another name to be added to this genealogy. Jesus serves as the ultimate 
example of faithfulness. Furthermore, the life and death of Jesus serves as the ultimate proclamation that 
from an expected death comes unexpected new life – not just coming back from the dead, but resurrected life 
that is different in many ways from the old life. The commission that comes at the end of the gospel is a call to 



continue this “faith genealogy.” Jesus commands the eleven to “make disciples of all nations.” As they do, they 
are actually building on the family tree to include you and I! 
 
In effect, they are to take the faith that began with “faith of Abraham,” which has now been forever redefined 
by Jesus, and pass it along to all the world. The end of Matthew’s gospel is a proclamation to make new faith 
genealogies, genealogies that proclaim the resurrection of Jesus and stretch well into the future. These new 
faith genealogies will be lists of men and women who hear the story of Jesus and live lives of faith – again, 
something you and I will be incorporated into!  
 
At this “great commissioning,” the continuing story of faith will not be passed along in a single family; it will be 
passed along to all of the nations. The Gospel of Matthew ends, then, with an implied list of names, stretching 
from the disciples to countless people today.  Our role in our time is expand on this genealogy as much as we 
can! 
 
Prayer: Prayer for our church to be more affective at incorporating new family members.  Continue to pray for 
1 or 2 specific people who God has place on your heart. Ask God to help you have the words and actions that 
will play a role in their coming to know Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
 



Wednesday April 20 
A “New” Commission for A New Way of Life 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  
 
And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  
 
And Jesus came and said to them,  
 
  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
 
          Go therefore and:  
        make disciples of all nations,  
         baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
         teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
 
And behold, I am with you always - to the end of the age.” 
  
 
Why does the gospel end with a new commission? Jesus had already called his disciples. He had already given 
them authority. Why doesn’t Jesus say, “Go and do what you were told to do all along!” This may sound like 
an odd question. But, I do not mean for it to sound irreverent.  Why does Jesus end his time with his disciples 
by re-calling them, re-commissioning them? Simply stated, the new commission is based upon their 
experience with the risen Jesus, the resurrected Jesus.  
 
It is only in the resurrection that the disciples experience God’s ultimate promise that from expected death 
comes unexpected new – resurrected, glorified, immortal - life. This is a new message and, therefore, there 
must be a new commission. The disciples are now able to bring the promise of new life to all the world in a 
way that they could not have previously done. The message of Jesus is incomplete without the proclamation of 
his crucifixion and of his resurrection. The faith that is to be passed along depends upon the proclamation of 
the empty tomb.  
 
It is not enough for the disciples to base their ministry on the Beatitudes alone. It is true that they will 
continue to re-label those who have been cast out. They will invite the outsider in. They will bless those that 
the world sees as shameful. But, this is not enough.  
 
It is not enough to be agents of healing. It is true that they will work to heal the social wounds brought about 
by alienation and rejection. But, this is not enough.  
 
It is not enough to continue to teach as Jesus taught. It is true that the disciples will continue to examine what 
God’s laws might mean for the life of the faithful. They will ask, “How should we strive to live in community; to 
live in healthy relationships with God and with one another?” But, this is not enough.  
 
The disciples must incorporate their experience with the risen Jesus into all they do and all they say. This new 
commission, based upon their experience with the risen Jesus, ensures that their message cannot be reduced 
to the words and deeds of Jesus alone. The Jesus story is incomplete without the proclamation of the 
resurrection.  
 



In modern terms, we might say that the new commission ensures Jesus cannot be reduced to simply being 
viewed as a good teacher or an example of morality. The words and deeds of Jesus were important and are 
important. But, they are also incomplete with the proclamation of the resurrection. Jesus had to re-
commission the disciples because they were commissioned with a different message, a message that includes 
the promise of the resurrection, the ultimate example of the promise of a new and different life and way of 
life. 
 
How has the Lent journey this year affected your understanding of the life of Jesus and His purpose for us – 
the church.  Name 3 things that you have learned along the way. 
 
 
Pray for everyone who is on the Lent Journey with us to be able to grow from this experience.  Pray that this 
“growth” will help our church to be more healthy and more open to our role in fulfilling the “Great 
Commission.”  
 



Thursday, April 21 
Who Doubted!?? 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  
 
And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  
 
And Jesus came and said to them,  
 
  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
 
          Go therefore and:  
        make disciples of all nations,  
         baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
         teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
 
And behold, I am with you always - to the end of the age.” 
 
 
 
I’ve often wondered why does the Gospel of Matthew included the small detail that some of the disciples 
doubted?  
 
This inclusion is not explained.  
 
We are not told anything specific, just that some doubted. The incorporation of this doubt may seem to be at 
odds with the rest of this story. The disciples hear the good news; they gather together with the risen Jesus on 
a mountain in Galilee; they worship. What’s there to doubt? 
 
Wouldn’t the story have a better flow if it went from their worship straight into the words of commission? The 
story is clearly ending on the highest of notes. The good news of the resurrection proves that the crucifixion, 
the death of Jesus, was not the end of the story. The gathering of the disciples signals to them that Jesus is no 
longer upset about their denial and abandonment. They have been absolved of their guilt and are now in a 
refreshed relationship with Jesus. The worship of the disciples wipes out the mockery of those who watched 
him die.  
 
This is a story of dramatic reversals. So, why include the detail that some doubted? Neither Matthew nor Luke 
shy away from the reality of struggle, suffering, doubt, and death. The struggle shows up here as well and 
Matthew doesn’t gloss it over, but is a realist in his depiction.  I think it is important that this reality is included 
here because it “humanizes” the experience.  It is easy to get all sentimental about scenes in the gospel that 
make us feel good or we idolize the situation as if these people didn’t put their clothes on like we do (well, 
sort of!).  Some of us think we could never be like them, the truth is, Jesus intentionally picked flawed people 
out of the mix – just like you and I. If I could be blunt, they probably had to go pee behind the bush like 
everyone else that spent a great deal of time outdoors.  There is good reason for this. 
 
In the genealogy of Jesus, the author included stories where the family and its faith faced expected death. The 
birth story of Jesus was told in the context of a probable honor killing. Death loomed large during Joseph’s 
dilemma. While Joseph, Mary, and the baby Jesus escaped to Egypt, Herod was murdering children two and 
under around the city of Bethlehem. When Jesus heard about the death of John the Baptist, he went away to 



be alone, to grieve. The author of the Gospel of Matthew could have told the story of Jesus without including 
stories of struggle, suffering, doubt, and death. But, this is not the story that we are told.  
 
We are given a gospel that takes seriously the reality of death and the earthiness of our humanity. A story 
about faith is only half told if it is told without doubt.  A story about faith is not told well if it leaves out the 
messiness of our own shortcomings.  Just ask any person who heard bible stories growing up, only to discover 
that their “hero” of faith was guilty of murdering someone.  There’s usually a little trauma that comes with 
that realization! This gives me hope that God’s grace is more than sufficient when we are not quite there in 
our humanity. “Yet for the grace of God, I go forward.”  
 
By including the note that some doubted, Matthew is acknowledging that even the experience of the 
resurrected Jesus does not eliminate the very natural, very human, feeling of doubt. By including this detail, he 
is telling all readers of the gospel that even those that experienced the risen Jesus had questions and doubt. 
Moreover, the author shows that the doubt of the disciples does not keep them from being called, from being 
commissioned, from being important instruments in the redemptive mission! 
 
Doubt does not prevent the disciples from engaging in a life of ministry – and it shouldn’t you or I. In other 
words, doubt is not incompatible with ministry. In fact, the opposite is true. Armed with both faith and doubt, 
the disciples are sent out to make disciples of all nations. The doubt of the disciples, then, can be good news 
for readers of Matthew. It helps us to be honest about our doubts, yet trusting that if God calls us to do 
something, He will provide what we need to do it along the way! 
 
 
Pray for God to use you in new ways as you respond to Jesus’ great and new commission. 



Friday April 22  
All Nations – Recovering the 70 Nations Lost at Babel 
A.K.A. “Beautiful Opportunities”  
 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  
 
And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  
 
And Jesus came and said to them,  
 
  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
 
          Go therefore and:  
        make disciples of all nations,  
         baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
         teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
 
And behold, I am with you always - to the end of the age.” 
 
 
Hopefully you are recalling by now the “70 Nations” we learned about on March 26? (If not, I strongly 
encourage you to go back and read that again!) This is the pivotal moment where the initiative of God to 
recover the Lost Nations at Babel in Genesis 11, begins.  Throughout the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus promises 
new life in various ways to members of “all the nations.” It is at the very heart of the mission and purpose of 
God – going all the way back to the “call of Abraham” in Genesis 12. 
 
There was a strong sense of group identity in the ancient world of the New Testament. People were 
concerned with members of their own family, their own social group, and were often quite hostile to others. It 
was a world where you were either in or you were out. Group boundaries were clear, well defined, and upheld 
with great rigor.  
 
By very sharp contrast, in this case, Jesus’ words and actions display radical inclusivity. I hesitate to use that 
language because it is so triggering and politically laden today. That said, if you frame “radical inclusivity” 
within the Kingdom Agenda, it makes total sense.  On one occasion when Jesus entered Capernaum, a 
centurion came to him. The man appealed to Jesus, saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in 
terrible distress” (8:5–6). Jesus immediately responded, “I will come and cure him” (8:7). We experience the 
healing and curing touch of Jesus throughout this gospel. But in this case, we are reminded that Jesus was not 
concerned with typical group boundaries, group barriers. In fact, he was concerned with tearing down such 
boundaries.  
 
The centurion was a Roman and would have been regarded as an enemy to all those in first-century Galilee. 
We might assume that even the disciples of Jesus were surprised at this turn of events. Jesus is healing the 
servant of a Roman centurion? If he will do this, where will he draw the line? On another occasion, a group of 
Pharisees attempted to challenge Jesus. Hearing that he had silenced the Sadducees, one of them asked, 
“Teacher, which commandment is the greatest” (22:34–36)? Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (37–39).  
 



Perhaps you have heard the commandment to “love your neighbor” so many times that it has lost some of its 
impact. Perhaps we don’t fully grasp what this might have meant in its original cultural context. Either way, 
the words do not seem on the surface to be “radically inclusive” towards people not close to us geographically 
or culturally. 
 
However, Jesus is commanding that we love one another without paying attention to traditional boundaries. 
He is instructing us to love beyond the safe confines of our own families and our own social groups. We are to 
reach out with our love. Again and again, Jesus shows complete disregard for traditional boundaries in his 
teaching and healing, in his displays of love and forgiveness. Now, in this final commission to his disciples, he 
instructs them to make disciples of all nations. The eleven are not to see the world in terms of who is in and 
who is out. Rather, they are to look at everyone as worthy of the good news. The disciples are to bring the 
promise of unexpected new life to all the nations. 
 
This reminds me of my experience at church.  When the topic of the Guatemalan population initially came up, 
I could sense a combination of xenophobia, fear, concern, anxiety and a general sense of, “they’re illegal, they 
shouldn’t be here!”  What gratified me was to see the response of people as we began to reframe our 
understanding of this cohort as primarily people made in God’s image and secondarily through some kind of 
“nationalistic” lens. When framed in “political” language it can bring out our inner “Republican” or 
“Democrat,” it will likely get polarized and hostile. However, framed with Kingdom Language, we become 
attuned to a person’s humanity through God’s eyes. 
 
We can take “radical inclusivity” captive under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5) 
 
I truly believe, when you start to see people as made in God’s image, you start to lose “nationalistic” or 
“patriotic” as your “primary” filter.  Its not that those things don’t have social consequence, its more about the 
church’s role to be a kingdom people to them as we ourselves are “aliens and strangers” (1 Peter 2:11-12). 
Our job is not the same as the government’s. As the church, we are to see all people on this planet as first and 
foremost human beings made in God’s image. How they are situated and where they come from - is only the 
church’s concern as it determines how we are to connect with them for Jesus. 
 
To continue describing our church experience, it was very gratifying to me, a person - part pastor and part 
missionary - to see how the FCC Tutoring Program dramatically changed our posture toward this community 
of “invaders.”  Our people began to see them more as friends and the children as worthy of love and 
attention. This was for me a transformative moment and a proud one as a pastor!  I’m even now, on the edge 
of my chair as I write - wondering what the next “crisis turned beautiful opportunity” will be? 
 
Pray that God will continue to move unnecessary boundaries in our church. Pray also that God will help us to 
see where the next “beautiful opportunity” will be and to move into it with “great commission eyes.” 
 
 



Saturday April 23 
The Journey that Never Ends...Until it Does! 
A.K.A. “Alright, Let’s get to work!” 
Romans 6  
 
By now, you are probably getting a little tired reading over and over Matthew 28:16-20. And honestly, I’m 
getting tired as well.  Why? Because despite the fact that I stare at a computer screen more than I care to, I’m 
an “action sort of person.”  Paul tempers me however, when he says, “being first,” “doing second.”  As we 
have spent 7 weeks discovering who we “be,” now its time to get to work!  
 
So...lets keep these things in mind as we “do”: 
 
In his final words to his disciples, Jesus explains that they are to “baptize in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (28:19). The gospel does not include any other instructions concerning baptism, so 
we have to look at a few more biblical passages to get some clarity.  
 
We recall in Acts 2 when Peter gave his sermon on Pentecost to those representing the 70 nations, that upon 
the convicting words, “this Jesus, whom you crucified!”,  He directed them “to repent (turn away from the 
things that keep you from God and turn toward Jesus), and be baptized -every one of you, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” If you remember that, then you know it was based on what Peter received during 
the great commission we are reflecting on this week.  
 
Then there is Paul.  He writes pastorally and theologically to a church that resulted from the “great 
commission” in the city of Rome. They had their own fits and starts towards getting off the ground with some 
hiccups along the way.  One of his concerns was about the relationship of Jews and Gentiles in the church and 
how we are all one body in Christ. In Chapter 6 he comments on Baptism as a way of being initiated into the 
body of Christ by breaking down the former identity markers and becoming someone “new” in Christ Jesus.  
This he described through the experience of baptism as a participation with “death, burial, and resurrection” 
of Jesus.  Meaning that if you were formally from one of the 70 nations described earlier – or the offspring of 
Abraham, now you are a new humanity in Christ.  Baptism doesn’t save you, Jesus does, however baptism 
signals to all, including the Evil One, that we now belong to Jesus and his family! Very important! 
 
The disciples are also to teach people to “obey everything that Jesus has commanded” (28:20). Throughout his 
ministry, Jesus offered many commandments. For example, during his Sermon on the Mount, he gave 
instructions, or commandments, regarding love for enemies. Jesus explained, “You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, 
what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers 
and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (5:43–48).  
 
The call to love one’s enemy is a helpful example of the nature of Jesus’ commandments. It is reflective of the 
new way of life in Jesus’ Kingdom.  We have a new mind and it is to reclaim lost, lied to, broken people from 
the clutches of the Evil One and from our own self-deception as well. There is a new way of looking at life and 
living it out that redefines us as we learn and grow through Jesus’ commandments.  
 
Finally, it is with words of tremendous hope and promise that Jesus concludes his new commission: “And 
remember, I am with you always to the end of the age” (28:20).  



 
Friends, we are not alone in our faith.  Jesus has promised to always be with us no matter what.  If we are with 
him and he with us and us - for each other...well, that sounds pretty unstoppable if you ask me.  
 
“Alright, let’s get to work!” 
 
 
 



Weekly Group Discussion 

 Today we will be focusing on April 18th  - April 23rd.  Your facilitator will be asking these 
three questions each week.  

1. What day of the readings stuck out to you and why?

2. In what ways do these readings help FCC become one body?

3. How can we as a group take what we read and put it into action?
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