
Week 7



Day 31 
Read Daniel 7 
 
Do you every wonder why A Christmas Story has captured the public imagination so much that it has been 
rebroadcast hundreds and hundreds of times since it first appeared on television? Ralphie's quest for an air 
rifle drives the narrative, leading us through a series of short stories about life during the Great Depression. So 
many things about the movie resonate with people who had similar experiences growing up.  This includes the 
fascination kids have with decoder rings.  There is a famous sequence in which young Ralphie finally becomes 
a member of the Radio Orphan Annie's Secret Society, a fan club of the Little Orphan Annie radio program. At 
the end of the latest episode, he hides away in the bathroom and decodes the secret message from Annie to 
her fans.  There he is severely underwhelmed when he reads the words, "Be sure to drink your Ovaltine," and 
the expletives begin to fly! Ovaltine was the sponsor of the program, and Ralphie had to drink so much to 
collect enough labels to join Annie's secret circle that he had grown sick of the product. A bump in the road 
however on his pursuit of that thing which was driving his life – the quest for the air rifle! 
 
“Decoding” things has been a perennial fascination for people. We are naturally drawn to being part of an 
“inner circle of knowledge” and the notion of encrypted information is irresistible.  So, one thing that is kind of 
interesting is how we see God driving the narrative in Daniel 1-6 in a very real-world way, only to move into 
“cryptic territory” beginning with chapter 7.  Strangely we are now going backwards 14 years, because why 
not? Right? So, what we are reading today happens 14 years before Daniel in the lions’ den – and the stuff we 
“devoted on” last week. Why the mystery all of a sudden? Do we need a decoder ring at this point? 
 
Maybe. Because the writing style switches dramatically. So far we’ve been following this narrative about 
Daniel & Co. going through various trials.  We’ve been presented in their stories episodes where God 
repeatedly delivers them – working from the inside, out. This makes it a “good news” moment for all including 
2 kings who can’t wait to get the word out.  And significantly we are told the “bad actors” get their 
comeuppance for being...well, evil.  It is not only interesting reading, it is also “the pattern,” and it doesn’t 
necessarily change in chapter 7, even though the style does.  I think we know what to expect, because God is 
driving the story for his purpose and our benefit and we have a pretty good idea where he lands.  If you’ve 
seen A Christmas Story more than once, you know the ending doesn’t change. 
 
In Daniel 7, we are reminded in this visionary dream of Daniel’s, that its referring to the same God whom we 
serve. The God of the furnace and the God of the lion’s den is the same God who reigns over heaven and earth. 
Daniel does see visions of animals and is given insight into their meaning. And in his case, we now have a 
pretty good idea what the dreams were about. It’s a little more meaningful than, “drink your Ovaltine.” 
 
As a sidebar, in our case now, the Book of Revelation is the most comparable book we have that relates to the 
life of the church and our own struggle with evil.  Since much of what Daniel saw has taken place, it makes his 
book easier for us to decipher. However, with Revelation, we know for certain it ends well for believers – yet 
we’re not always clear on how the details relate.  I do think we can be assured, the same pattern is repeated in 
all the stuff we’re talking about – because the same God is driving the story in the same way. 
 
Daniel 7 moves us into language that has a more visionary and dreamy feel.  Daniel is no longer just 
interpreting things for kings; now the visions are directed to him. And it’s dark. And it’s weird. And it’s crazy. 
Many would describe this as an “apocalyptic” style of literature concerning things yet to happen.   
 
Just saying the words, “apocalyptic” or “apocalypse” can be mysterious and scary. However, they literally 
mean “unveiling” or “disclosure.” Not so much zombies and asteroids.  What are they showing us that we 
don’t already know?  Their purpose is to disclose that “not right” thing that has been shoved down and hidden 



and then bring it to the surface, and put it on the table for all to see and process.  Sometimes it can even 
tempt people to use bad language like Ralphie because it can be so upsetting. 
 
I actually think this is why a lot of people are frightened, anxious and upset today. Because many things – 
things people said in hushed tones, like “we don’t talk about that,” have now been placed on display in such a 
way that we can’t avoid talking about it. Things hidden before are now being called out as people long to see 
things made right again. Things like abuse, human trafficking, corruption and media disinformation. But also, 
personal things that we as believers are called to deal with as they churn to the surface from inside of us.  
Jesus said, “you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  By that measure, we are living in an 
“apocalyptic moment” - a time where things are being revealed, discussed and hopefully addressed. The 
“addressed” part involving the redemptive activity of God’s church and God at work in each of our lives. 
 
Daniel has been showing us what life is like lived under God’s care and authority.  He has been blessed by 
those 2 things as he’s faced a lifetime of challenges while living in exile. God is now trying to show him 
something and he’s struggling to understand what it means. What do you think God has been trying to show 
you lately? About the world we live in right now? About what may be going on inside of you and how it affects 
not only your life, people you love and your relationship with Him? 
 
Ask God to show you what he may be working on in your life.  As he discloses things to you that you may need 
to pay attention to, ask him to give you the grace to receive it from him and the wisdom to move forward on 
it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 32 
Read Daniel 7 (Again) 
 
Most of the books I’ve seen written over the years - and there are a lot - about “future attractions in the bible” 
or end times scenarios, attempt to tell us that they’ve finally cracked the code! It’s the Pope...no, it’s Hitler...no 
it’s Vladimir Putin - (or insert your favorite villain here ______), he’s the antichrist! Russia...no, it’s Saddam 
Hussein...no it’s North Korea, they’re the ones who the bible predicted will usher in the Armageddon.  Every 
crisis we’ve faced in my lifetime has had a corresponding “End Times” best seller identifying the key players 
who will usher in the last days.  Newsfeed on one side, bible on the other – this = that!  But the truth is, we 
just don’t know - at least about earth-bound characters who may or may not be “the ones.” 
 
Reading those books has been like chasing red-laser beam dots with my cat. Why does biblical apocalyptic like 
we just read have to be so weird? And books written about it so flakey? If we are in an “apocalyptic moment” 
like we “devoted on” yesterday, we have no trouble using normal language identifying the things being called 
up and called out. Why is the bible so cryptic sometimes? 
 
The “weirdness” comes from the bible’s use of “code language,” which is something we are trying to get a 
handle on in these first two devotional readings.  If you worked for the CIA, and you were developing a 
strategy for some major geo-political problem, you would have to assign it language that is produced by the 
CIA “code name generator.”  The result is a new CIA “cryptonym” aka “weird name”- like “ODYOKE,” which 
means, “Government of the United States of America.” True story, shhh!  Why the code language? So that 
only insiders know what you are talking about. Sometimes the “listening ears” don’t always appreciate being 
talked about, in this case, spied on.   
 
The same is true for the bible. God often tries to keep it on the down low because lives are potentially in 
danger.  Why?  Like the CIA, God is spying on evil agents, sometimes asking, “What are you guys doing over 
there?” and, “I know what you’re up to...”and, “do you really think you’re going to get away with that?”  For 
us, meddling Christians, the “code” part becomes important as God reveals to us what he’s going to do with 
his “intelligence reports” as he unmasks the cosmic criminals and their minions.  That’s why some books, 
especially Revelation, are heavily encoded and most people who first read them were in the know.  Roman 
rulers like Nero and Domitian, who didn’t like Christians, also didn’t appreciate pamphlets being circulated 
that potentially undermined their rule and said bad things about them.  But that was over 2,000 years ago and 
people are still trying figure out where the “code generator” got misplaced.  “Maybe its under that mosaic 
somewhere... nope!”  This makes “apocalyptic” books like Revelation so tricky when it comes to getting certain 
details right. Good news is, even without it, we can still see some obvious things because we already know 
some of the important patterns of God’s faithfulness they talk about. We know Who is driving this story.  
(And… for nerds who need to know, a lot of bible scholars believe we’ve found the code-generator... it’s 
actually the Old Testament, shhhh...) 
 
We have to remember that God is a good Father. And through His Scripture, through His Word, He is revealing 
who He is and what He wants us to know. And, unfortunately, when we look at prophecy, we look at end 
times, a lot of times the negative is enhanced. We get so worried over the things that really aren’t that 
important, and Jesus never gets a chance to be revealed. Don’t miss the forest for the trees. 
 
There are going to be some amazing things that we unpack, but keep your head up the whole time. Because 
the main theme, everything that we are going to see is this:  
 

There is one kingdom that is eternal. And there is one King who sits on His throne. 
(...and evil loses) 



 
No matter what we experience here, there will come a day when it’s just that and only that. Him and His 
people. So may it ever be – amen!  
 
With all of that said, Daniel, chapter 7, starting in verse 1, goes back a few years: 
 
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as 
he was lying in bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream. 2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I 
looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 3 Four great beasts, 
each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 
 
These are the opening lines of an encrypted message that Daniel is about to receive and digest.  Like us, he is a 
little bewildered by their meaning. In time he finds the clarity he is looking for and the encouragement that 
comes from it.  
 
For now, the important thing to remember about today’s reading is that God is in control, He wins, and we 
need to persevere in that promise. He may at times use cryptic language – both to disclose and to protect his 
people as they process it.  There will be things that are open for debate and interpretation and we don’t have 
to be too distracted by those details, because the main point is clear: In the end, God wins.  
 
Tomorrow we will take what God has shown us today and begin to see how “heavenly language” works in 
earthly conversation.  We’re going to start decoding some things.  Should be fun! 
 
Everyone strapped in? 
 
Prayer 
Think of someone or some situation where evil or brokenness seems to have a very strong hold. Ask God to 
begin to work in that situation or in those lives.  Ask him if there is a role that you are called to play. It could be 
as a messenger of good news, a prayer warrior, or a person who supports an organization in our community 
that is designed to make unhealthy things better, or a ministry initiative waiting to be birthed.    
 
 
 



Day 33 
Daniel 7:1-8 
 
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as 
he was lying in bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream.2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, 
and there before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 3 Four great beasts, each 
different from the others, came up out of the sea. 
4 “The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its wings were torn off and it 
was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a human being, and the mind of a human was 
given to it. 
5 “And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, 
and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’ 
6 “After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And on its 
back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule. 
7 “After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and 
frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled 
underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 
8 “While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up 
among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a 
human being and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 
 
For starters, that’s some pretty intense stuff! We’ve been looking at this for three days and it’s still hard to 
wrap our minds around what is happening here.  We get that God is faithful and wins.  We understand that 
God wants to “disclose things” that need dealt with through both narrative and apocalyptic language.  We 
realize the evil one and his minions might not take to kindly to the words describing their fate and believers 
will need to keep it on the down low.  However, how do we begin to decode what we are reading today?  I 
want us to circle in on one word that you saw over and over and over again. That was the word: 
 

LIKE 
 
You see this word comes up a lot when you read Daniel 7. The next closest thing we have to it is the book of 
Revelation, or maybe even a little bit of Ezekiel. Visions of heaven push earthly language to its breaking point. 
What Daniel was trying to do here was describe the indescribable. So, he’s saying like over and over again and 
trying to make sense of this picture, this dream, this vision that he’s having. 
 
I think we even have moments like this here on earth. I mean, some of the best things that you have 
experienced in your life, you really can’t put them into words, can you?  
 
Think about your first car, first date, wedding night, birth of a child or vacation that you’ll never forget or the 
concert you wished would last forever. How would you describe that? It was like time stood still. It was like all 
your senses were in play and everything converged in a way that elevated the moment. It was like shooting 
stars were dashing across the sky. It was like a giant orchestra in the corner playing the sweetest sound you 
have ever heard. For a moment, you were caught up in something like...well words kind of fail here.  
 
So how do you describe something like that? That is the predicament that Daniel is in. He’s looking at all of 
this and he’s trying to make sense of it so he can pass this message on to us and he’s doing his best. 
 



I think the other thing that we have to look at is our immediate question, “Okay, what are these beasts?” We 
see these four beasts that come up: lions, and bears, and tigers. Like, “Oh my.” What is happening with all of 
these animals? What do they represent? 
 
So, if you’re ever reading a verse and it doesn’t make sense, just keep reading. Read the chapter. Read the 
entire book through. God’s story has a way of explaining itself. If you pay careful attention there are plenty of 
clues. Daniel is in the same position that you and I are in. He saw it, but he still can’t find “earthly language” 
that fits his “heavenly vision.” So, he breaks away and he goes to an angel to say, “Hey, Mr. Angel, I kind of 
understand it. But if you had to explain it to somebody else, what would you tell them was going on here?” 
And here is what he says: 
 
“I, Daniel, was troubled by all I had seen, and my visions terrified me. So I approached one of those standing 
beside the throne and asked him what it all meant. He explained it to me like this: ‘These four huge beasts 
represent four kingdoms that will arise from the earth.’” Daniel 7:15-17  
 
So now we’re able to make sense, somewhat.  These four beasts that come up, they are representative of four 
earthly kingdoms that will arise. What we’re going to do now is kind of fun and interesting and sort of exciting 
that the prophecy about which Daniel spoke of concerns kingdoms that were yet to come.  The language he 
uses matches up with kingdoms that would manifest hundreds of years later. 
 
The vision that we see in Daniel, chapter 7, many scholars believe, is actually connected to Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream in Daniel, chapter 2. It’s the same thing but he’s using different objects, or different symbols to 
represent what God is showing him. 
 
Chapter 2  
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
Gold Head 
Silver Chest 
Bronze Torso 
Iron/Clay 

Chapter 7  
Daniel’s Dream 
Lion 
Bear 
Leopard 
Fourth Beast 

 
Meaning: 
Babylon 
Mede-Persia 
Greece 
Rome 

   
In Daniel, chapter 2, there is a gold head on a statue. Right? In Daniel, chapter 7, there is a lion with wings. 
And many believe that this represents the kingdom of Babylon, mostly because the symbol of Babylon was a 
lion with wings on it. Right? It was like our bald eagle. That’s what they had as a symbol. So many believe that 
indicates Babylon. 
 
Then the next one you see is a silver chest and then we get a bear in this vision. Historians believe that this 
represents the Medo-Persian Empire. Once again, mainly because the Medo-Persian Empire came together 
against Babylon and in this vision the bear is kind of rearing up on one side to signify that the Persian Empire 
would actually become greater and stronger. 
 
The third one, the bronze torso of the statue correlates with the leopard with wings here in Daniel, chapter 7. 
Many believe this represents Greece. The leopard and the wings signifying the speed that Alexander the Great 
conquered the known world—a mere 10 years! 
 
At the end of it.... He dies very, very early, in his early 30s, and then his kingdom was split between his four 
generals, which represents the four heads that we see there with the leopard. 



Finally, the iron/clay piece of the statue represents the fourth beast, which is so wild looking—grotesque—
that he can’t even say that it looks like anything else. And many believe that this is Rome. Once again, that 
picture of the iron teeth goes along with the iron part of the statue. 
 
As we pointed out, this is incredible, the accuracy that Daniel was able to pinpoint hundreds of years before.  
What’s also fascinating are the layers of meaning here. Prophecies are usually not precise because the 
language of heavenly realities is hard to translate into our earthly experiences and things that compare.  What 
we have available is kind of “like” what’s being described, but heaven has the kind of furniture we’ve never 
seen or experienced or sat in before, so our words don’t carry the freight very well.  That said, they are 
pointing to a specific thing, but a lot of times they are pointing out a pattern that repeats itself through time. 
Someone once said that history doesn’t exactly repeat itself literally, however it does rhyme! 
 
So, what it’s showing here is that kingdoms will come and go. Empires will rise and fall. But as quickly as they 
are built... They are going to look like the strongest and meanest and most serious thing the world has ever 
known, and the moment they are built, they are already being broken. It’s just a matter of time before they 
fall. 
 
Once again, we’re meant to raise our eyes up to see what is really going on and who reigns over it all. And 
maybe you’re like, “I’m having a hard time doing that. I thought this was going to be hopeful. I thought this 
was going to be encouraging. All we’ve done is talk about beasts!” 
 
Daniel, chapter 7 is about to take another left turn. And the whole scene is going to shift like it only could in a 
dream. So, keep your safety belt on, hope is coming! 
 
For Reflection: 
Does this kind of language mostly confuse you? or inspire you? or both? Has God been able to show you a few 
things about his word that you did not know before you began the devotional this week? 
 
Do you think God has a word for what is going on in our world today? What do you think that word might be? 
 
 
Prayer: 
Ask God to help our church to be rooted in hope that through Jesus we can overcome every trial. Ask God 
what He is calling our church to do as we are faithful to his purpose during our “apocalyptic moment.”  If God 
has been revealing some things to you personally regarding how you can grow and change as His son or 
daughter, how has that been going?  Ask God to continue to guide you in his wisdom.  Ask God then to use 
you today to bless another human being. Write down what that blessing was. 
   
 
 
 
 
 



Day 34 
Daniel 7:9-14 
 
9 “As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. 
His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. 
His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 
10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. 
Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 
The court was seated, and the books were opened. 
 
11 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the 
beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12 (The other beasts had been 
stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.) 
 
13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of 
heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory 
and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 
 
The scene has shifted. We get the picture that there was this sea that covered everything. These four beasts 
are coming out of it. But now thrones are coming down.  Now we draw our attention to this new character. 
He’s the Ancient One – literally,  

The Ancient of Days 
 
What is fascinating about this term is that it’s the only time this title is used for God. God is called a lot of 
different things in Scripture but only in Daniel does he use The Ancient of Days. 
 
This title fits the moment and the conflict – if there really was one.  It refers you back to God—that He hasn’t 
been created. He doesn’t have a beginning. He is eternal. And so you compare, and you contrast that with 
these kingdoms that are rising left and right, coming and going, and then The Ancient of Days takes His throne, 
and He sits down. Even all of the heavenly beings are created, only one is not – the Uncreated God, the 
Ancient of Days. 
 
Do remember your parents saying to you, “Do I look like I was born yesterday?” Maybe it was in response to a 
story you made up as a kid in order to get yourself out of trouble. Like, “If you were going over to the 
Wallace’s house, couldn’t you have at least called?” A person’s response might have been, “Well, the whole 
family became Mennonites recently and they discontinued their phone service. The kids are having a really 
hard time with the new adjustments, so we just hung out and talked about it.  Didn’t know where the time 
went!” 
Convinced your parents will not clue in because this family lives on the other side of town, you’re confident 
they will not see through it. They see it though, very clearly – while you think that there is no way that they 
are going to be able to see past you. But they see– and call you out, “Do you really think I was born 
yesterday...” and a whole lot more comes after that...and you revise your tactics considerably as a result of the 
tongue lashing that just happened. Turns out I had two older sisters who had already tried their own versions 
of this one.  
 
This is the picture we get of an eternal God who possesses the kind of wisdom that has seen it all. He knows it 
all. Daniel is doing his best to describe this characteristic of God as he encounters the new kid in town and the 
shenanigans he’s been trying to pull: 



  
His clothing is described as white, signifying His purity, His holiness. And then His hair was the finest wool, 
which was a sign of wisdom. So not only is He wise, He knows all things, and He is good. 
Then we’re told He sits on a fiery throne surrounded by millions of millions of angels.  The word here is a made 
up word meaning, “gazillions!”  You know what I mean? As far as he could see people ministered to Him and 
admired Him and worshipped Him for who He was. 
 
Once again, think about how this has shifted. It goes from the chaos of the sea to a court room setting, a 
heavenly court room, where the Divine judge has taken His seat. Then this horrifying thing happens next:  
 
“I continued to watch because I could hear the little horn’s boastful speech. I kept watching until the fourth 
beast was killed and its body was destroyed by fire. The other three beasts had their authority taken from 
them, but they were allowed to live a while longer.” Daniel 7:11-12  
 
Now, let’s pause here for a second. Once again, the little horn, for those keeping track at home, it belongs to 
the fourth beast. The beast that was in a league of his own. He was the baddest, most powerful thing the 
world had ever known, until - he’s brought face to face with The Ancient of Days.  The closest thing I can 
imagine here is a scene from High Plains Drifter where the “Man with no name” (Clint Eastwood) is finally 
confronted by the villains who had murdered him weeks before. The recognition on their faces was priceless, 
that is...a few seconds before he reconciled the books with his pistol.  
 
I just want us to see the true picture of what it looks like when good faces evil, when ultimate good faces 
ultimate evil. We get caught up in a lot of our movies, a lot of our books, a lot of our stories where it looks like 
good and evil are pretty much even all the way down to the end and then finally, at the last second, the good 
guys win. I mean, this is a very common plot tension in just about every movie that builds around a 
protagonist that is fighting for his life often with a multitude of villains coming out of the woodwork. It always 
comes down to the very end.  When movies don’t end this way...we leave saying, “Wait...What?! And we then 
vow to never watch it or it’s sequel again! 
 
This picture creates a vivid, imagination provoking picture that assures us when comes to God, when it comes 
to His goodness, when it comes to His kingdom, He has no rival. He has no equal. There is no one on the other 
side of Him. He has no one to counter. There is no force that has to find balance.  Chaos, evil and the 
corrupting forces at work against God’s good creation and the people who inhabit it - who are made in his 
image and who want to follow that way – will eventually prevail and find their peace.   
 
Review the play by play of the showdown: He is seated on this throne, and He doesn’t even move from it. This 
evil beast is speaking, and then he is no longer speaking. He is in the court room and then he is in the fire. As 
quickly as God spoke goodness into creation, He will speak evil out of it. 
 
This is the heavenly scene. Now we are getting closer to the things that God is drawing our attention to. Now 
the prophecy begins driving the story toward a redemptive vision. 
 
For Reflection: 
Is it helpful when things are not going well to imagine God as the Ancient of Days? – Consider how He’s seen 
everything you are going through happen to people who have been in your shoes.  Just as He in due season 
worked redemptively in the lives of those people who have suffered, he promises to work in yours as well. 
Think about ways God has been faithful through a difficulty you have faced.  Use that experience to speak into 
a person’s life that you know who might be suffering in a similar way, yet uncertain about the outcome.  
 



Day 35 
Daniel 7:15-28 
 
15 “I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. 16 I 
approached one of those standing there and asked him the meaning of all this. 
“So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these things:  
17 ‘The four great beasts are four kings that will rise from the earth.  
18 But the holy people of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever—yes, for ever 
and ever.’ 
19 “Then I wanted to know the meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others and 
most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and 
trampled underfoot whatever was left. 20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about 
the other horn that came up, before which three of them fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the 
others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging war 
against the holy people and defeating them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in 
favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom. 
 
23 “He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be 
different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 24 
The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them another king will arise, different 
from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his 
holy people and try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands for 
a time, times and half a time. 
26 “‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. 27 Then the 
sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the holy people 
of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’ 
28 “This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my face turned pale, 
but I kept the matter to myself.” 
 
The horizontal view that most people have centers on what we see – i.e., Earthly Kingdoms.  The stuff the 
news focuses on and gets us worked up over. From Daniel’s view these Earthly kingdoms are described from 
the vertical perspective - Four beasts that are churned up, who come out and are driven by evil, and as we’ve 
experienced and will experience, they fight hard and take over. They each have their own time and space 
where they rule. But soon one falls and the next falls and the next falls and the next falls. Yet the same spirit 
lives within each of them – the spirit of Babylon. But then there’s News that doesn’t make the newsroom 
teleprompter.  
 
News about An Eternal Kingdom! 
 
An eternal Kingdom, with an eternal King, One who is not evil, One who is not self- seeking, but One who truly 
wants the best for His creation. He sits on this throne, and no one opposes Him. He wins in a flawless victory 
not by the same means as the others, but by working it out through his own faithful life on earth. Through 
death and then an empty tomb. Then through people like Daniel who showed up on the earthly timeline 
before him, then you, me, His people. 
 
We are going to see an important part of His kingdom—there’s a very unique piece that distinguishes His 
kingdom from the other kingdoms. And it’s the cornerstone of His kingdom. Take a look again at what we read 
yesterday:  
 



“As my vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence. He was given authority, honor, and sovereignty 
over all the nations of the world, so that people of every race and nation and language would obey him. His 
rule is eternal—it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-14  
 
Once again, God is ushering us in and lifting our heads up. He’s telling us, “I know this looks dark. I know you’re 
experiencing a lot, but if you can stick with me, if you can trust me in this - you’ve got to know that there is One 
coming, and He will make all things right.”  That One is described here as: 
 

Son of Man 
 
Son of Man was just a term that classifies humans. He’s saying that there was a human one. But once again we 
see that “like” language. He was like a man, but He wasn’t a man, because He was in the clouds. He was with 
The Ancient of Days. “It was like He was a man, but He was also God, and I can’t describe it.” That’s what 
Daniel was trying to do here. 
 
It is Jesus.  
 
That pretty much fits His identity entirely. If you look at His life through the gospels, the “Son of Man” is how 
He describes Himself. It’s used over 80 times in the New Testament. Maybe you’ve seen it over and over 
again, but you never really knew what it meant. When Jesus uses it, He’s referencing this vision here in Daniel.  
 
If you look at the life of Jesus, I think that sums it up perfectly. Right? He was like a man, but He was different. 
Even the way He taught—it said He was a rabbi, He was a teacher, but there was something different about 
Him. He taught as one “having authority.” These other people, they teach, they have knowledge, and they 
have wisdom, but when Jesus teaches, He teaches with authority. He teaches like He just doesn’t know it, but 
He wrote it, because He did. As it turns out, he carries the weight of Kingdom Authority – the eternal Kingdom 
as it is described here, and the Kingdom of God that he preached about and called us into - while on earth. 
 
Also Jesus was like a man. He walked the earth. But then He did things that men couldn’t do. He did miracles. 
He turned water into wine. People thought that was pretty wild. But He didn’t stop there. As He would go He 
would heal the sick. He would touch the untouchables and not get sick Himself. He would touch those who 
were blind, and then they could see. He crossed social boundaries, ignored social rules and etiquette that 
marginalized the poor and oppressed.  He behaved like humble royalty. A man of the people, for the people! 
 
There was even a time when He was in the middle of the sea Himself on this boat. And the waves were 
coming, and the storm was churning. Then he just looked out and spoke and the storm stopped. There’s a lot 
more to add, but I think we get the point. He was like a man, but He was, again, more than a man.  
 
Now that we have all of these snapshots lined up together, you begin to understand and—it just gets better 
and better. Because when you think back to Daniel 7, what was that? Well, that was Jesus being enthroned. 
That was Jesus becoming King. 
 
Even think about the language that is used in Daniel, chapter 7. This King is named. And all authority is given to 
Him. Doesn’t that sound like an echo from the language Jesus came back with and that He led with in the 
Great Commission in Matthew 28? What did He say? “All authority has been given to Me in heaven, and on 
earth, and below the earth. Now go and make disciples of all nations.” 
 



When you think back to all of the language that Jesus first used when He showed up on the scene, what did He 
say? The kingdom of God is here. What kingdom is He talking about? The eternal kingdom that we see in 
Daniel, chapter 7. It is being ushered in and now you and I are able to be a part of this kingdom. 
 
You want to know how this thing shakes out? You want to know how it ends? I don’t know when it ends, but I 
can tell you what it looks like when it begins to end and how it will ultimately end. Take a look at this in Daniel, 
chapter 7. It says: 
   
“As I watched, this horn was waging war against God’s holy people and was defeating them,” there will be 
seasons when it feels like we’re losing, it will feel like these evil empires have the upper hand, “until the 
Ancient One—the Most High—came and judged in favor of his holy people. Then the time arrived for the 
holy people to take over the kingdom.” Daniel 7:21-22  
 
I hope this gives you all of the confidence that you need, that the time is now for God’s holy people to take 
over the kingdom. Yet this is not something we do out of violence or out of power. This is something that we 
are given, something that we receive by the Spirit of God, by the grace of God. 
 
He found favor with you and me. By His grace He has called us His children and it is said that the time is now, 
the kingdom is here. That is what we give our lives to, seeing a little bit of fruit here and there, day in and day 
out, but in the end we know that our kingdom, God’s kingdom, will prevail! 
 
I pray that that gives you hope today. I pray that whatever is burdening you, or shaming you or keeping you 
aloof, you can trust him with that. That you are inspired by this chapter and these devotions in a way that find 
yourself choosing to align with The Ancient of Days, and the Son of Man. You can know with confidence that 
you will remain in His hands and there is no evil, no force that can pull you from Him. You are safe. 
 
Prayer 
Gracious Lord, we thank You so much for today – it is an Eternal Kingdom day! Lord Jesus, thank You for 
bringing our heads up, our eyes up, and offering us glimpses of heaven. You are enough to give us hope for the 
rest of our time. 
Holy Spirit, I pray that You would empower us, You would strengthen us.  
Heavenly Father, that You would give us hope that no matter what we face out there, You are greater. You 
have proven Yourself over and over and over again. You are the eternal one. You are the Ancient of Days. You 
and the Son of Man will reign for all of eternity. You have defeated sin. You have defeated death. You have 
reversed the curse and recaptured the goodness of your creation, starting with your people, by making us new 
in our savior and King - Jesus! 
King Jesus, we look to You, the One who is over the universe, the One who is over every heart. The One who 
sends the darkness running. The One who defeated sin and death. We lean on You, Jesus, and You alone. Let 
Your kingdom go from here. It’s in Jesus’ name we pray: Amen. 




