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Day 26 
Read all of Daniel 6 
Daniel 6:1-9 
 
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over 
them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the 
king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and 
satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 
Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to 
the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error 
or fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this 
Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 
6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live 
forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the 
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever 
makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 
Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the 
law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document 
and injunction. 
 
As we’ve journeyed through Daniel, it becomes very clear that Daniel’s faith and connection to the God Most 
High have located his being in a place that is very unique. Despite the overwhelming nature of surviving war 
like he has, he carries himself without much fear.  While those around him live in a reactive state of “fight, 
flight, or freeze,” Daniel seems pretty undisturbed by fear and surprisingly exudes an “otherworldly” 
confidence. A confidence that signals to everyone that the “God Most High” is with him and is more than able 
to help him overcome whatever the day brings. Every insurmountable challenge to his life and faith, seems to 
result in him finding a “God way” through it! There is no map or script for what he’s going through because 
God’s people have never been in exile before. This is new territory, not unlike where we are post-pandemic. 
 
Because he regularly practices the “God way” of doing life, it is repeatedly recognized that Daniel has 
something pretty special about him and Babylonians leaders have taken note. In the case of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Daniel quickly rose the to top of the Babylonian “organization chart.”  Now that they’re done as a kingdom, 
the new Persian King - Darius takes note of Daniel’s remarkable attitude and capacities and sees a place for 
him at the top of his organizational chart.  A re-organized government over the region formerly known as 
Babylon will need trustworthy people who can manage with good morals and business ethics.   
 
Because the Mede/Persians have conquered a vast swath of land, three presidents have to be named for 
diverse regions. Daniel is offered one of those posts!  We see how this development unfolds in Daniel 6:1-5. 
 
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over 
them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the 
king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and 
satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him.  
 
What Daniel discovers once again, is that God has new work for him to do, despite his age!  And he chooses 
once again the “God way” posture towards life. The honesty, realism and trust in God serve him well as he 



 

 

begins each day asking God to lead him through the day.  The scripture says he “had an excellent spirit in him” 
and was “distinguished above all other high officials.”  It also informs us of some disturbing developments: 
 
 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the 
kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or 
fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel 
unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 
 
Not everyone is impressed, however.  Other kinds of a people notice “people of faith,” and aren’t pleased that 
they are not with “their program.” You know, their rules, values, ways of doing things that actually are 
weighted to keep the people at the top in control.  Who does this “Daniel” think he is?  The very fact they are 
asking that question - is why God put him there in the first place.  God wanted and wants in our case for 
people to notice that there is something “different” about us.  Not necessarily do I mean “weirdo” so much as 
“right thinking” and “capable,” i.e. God-enabled human beings that are grounded and centered and carry 
themselves with a discerning and non-reactive demeanor.   
 
Those are the ingredients God is looking for in all of us who trust Him as believers.  We are in an uncertain 
moment and God has allowed it to happen.  I believe so we can “shine” for him as he shows up with us in the 
everyday of these disturbing times we’re living in.  People notice, and some like Darius will like what they see, 
others don’t like it at all and will look for ways to undo your influence and diminish your person.  I sincerely 
believe God is leading us through “Daniel Moment” and we need to know what to do!   
 
How has your faith been received in your workplace? With your family and friends?  Do they see it as a barrier 
or threat to those relationships?  How has God called you to be a blessing and add value to the lives of those 
people who populate your life?  
 
What do you do when people are hostile to you for your beliefs? Do you get defensive?  Do you pray for 
them? Have you ever had someone “out to get you” before?  What did you do? 
 
Prayer: 
Pray for our country and leadership as we move into an election season. 
Pray as well for our Police department and our First Responders 
Pray for someone who you know has been antagonistic toward you. Ask God to work in their heart and look 
for ways to be a blessing instead. 
 
 



 

 

Day 27 
Read all of Daniel 6 again 
Daniel 6:6-13, James 1:5 
 
 
6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live 
forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the 
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever 
makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 
Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the 
law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document 
and injunction. 
 
10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in 
his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 11 Then these men came by agreement and found 
Daniel making petition and plea before his God. 12 Then they came near and said before the king, 
concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any 
god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered 
and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 
13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no 
attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” 
 
Talk about “weaponizing” one’s beliefs against a person!  That is exactly what this group of conspirators  
public accountability watchdogs were attempting to do. Do you ever wonder what motivates people to 
scrutinize your behavior?  It is hard to understand the hostility of someone when all you seemingly did was 
show up on the landscape.  I was pulling out of a fast-food place a while back and somehow in the busyness of 
the traffic, a pickup truck swerved into the lane I was moving into without signaling.  They were hoping to turn 
into the business as I was exiting. At the last second, they aborted the attempt and kept on going in the same 
direction I was.  Now in front of me, they gestured to my car for the next ½ mile through town all kinds of 
aggressive hand and arm movements.  Though not schooled in Aramaic, I can at least offer I took a training 
course on this kind of sign language in high school. Even though no credit was offered, my final score was 
“proficient.” My interpretation was, “For some reason, they don’t seem too happy with me!”  The more they 
gestured, the more my defensiveness turned into curiosity.  “What the devil is going on in their life that is 
generating so much hostility? I wondered.” After sitting behind the person for a few stoplights, I thought if I 
signaled to turn into one of the mega-stores at the end of town they might stop as well.   The pastor in me was 
super-curious to know what their story was.  Unfortunately, they chose to keep on going... Sometimes you 
never know.  
 
I did replay it in my mind and asked God to help me understand where I may have been at fault, but also why 
this person was so unhinged?  Do you wonder what Daniel’s prayer was?  I sure do, because he knew exactly 
what was going on and was still choosing the “God way” path.  It wasn’t that he was just praying routine 
prayers, he was also establishing his position on the contradictory “laws” he was having to navigate.  The fact 
that he continued his routine of praying in a way that others could see his devotion towards Jerusalem, tells 
you he was unwavering in his priorities.  God’s ways would win out over the decree to pray only to the king for 
30 days.  He knew this could cost him his life. Unlike the Babylonians, Persians believed fire was sacred and 
not meant for destroying humans.  However...Lions were handy to have around when people needed to be 



 

 

punished and public statements had to be made clear.  Daniel also knew that “God is able!” – and any 
defensiveness was replaced by confidence in the Lord.   
 
Also, you wonder if Daniel was choosing to break these rules, that he was carefully considering why they were 
written in the first place? This is where it gets kind of interesting, because some laws are being enacted that 
really have very little to do with public good and a whole lot to do with setting traps.  When Darius is 
approached, you can see as well his own ego skewing his judgment here. He likes the idea because it sounds 
so benign and will serve to put a spotlight on his own vanity for about a month.  He doesn’t really think it 
through, but ratifies it quickly into law. What we find out later is that he will be cursing himself for being so 
stupid!  Funny how vanity poisons sound judgment and in the end leads to something you value getting 
destroyed. Darius really liked Daniel, but was now having to enforce a ridiculous policy that would lead to the 
unnecessary death of a top administrator.  
 
Ideas, laws, as well as actions, all have consequences – both intended and often unintended.  Wisdom is not 
factored into this equation at all.  Daniel on the other hand, well...he has repeatedly been recognized in these 
stories for his wisdom.  I believe that was another feature bundled into his prayer that fateful day.  Without 
wisdom it is hard for us to anticipate the consequences of our actions. To think very clearly about what’s in 
front of you and what’s at stake. To be able to give those things language and weigh their significance.  This 
can take time, but if we’re talking about anything of great value to you, you might reconsider looking into it 
rather than looking for the next distraction!  I also believe this is why repeatedly in scripture, especially in the 
books of Proverbs – which is all about consequences and “anticipatory thinking” - we are challenged by God to 
ask for wisdom daily, maybe as much as three times a day!  
 
What do you do when you are faced with the dilemma of choosing God over some other rule or policy or even 
law?  What role does wisdom play in that decision making process?  Has God helped you before with these 
kinds of dilemmas that can so easily generate fear, frustration, or a sense of dread?  What was the outcome? 
 
What role has seeking wisdom played in helping you to anticipate consequences and choose the best path? 
 
Ask God to give you wisdom for something going on in your life where the path ahead seems unclear.  Look for 
ways that you sense him guiding you.  Get in the habit of no longer attempting to navigate these dilemmas 
without prayer and watching for his response.  
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 



 

 

Day 28 
Daniel 6:14-18; Romans 8:28 
 
14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And 
he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said 
to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that 
the king establishes can be changed.” 
 
16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to 
Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was brought and laid on 
the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that 
nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night 
fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 
 
Conspiracy Theories 
This situation reminds us of the famous quote from Romans 8:28, “For we know that in all things God works 
together for good for those who love Him and all called according to his purpose.”   Its easy to imagine this as a 
“when life gives you lemons, make lemonade” kind of promise.  It definitely carries those qualities, but it also 
is framed by God’s purpose and not our own.  In Daniel’s case God was using Daniel’s faithfulness to serve His 
agenda for the redemption of the nations by turning evil intentions into a God-centered outcome. When it 
says, “these men came by agreement” it’s a less dark way of saying “conspiracy theory” – a term that gets 
thrown around a lot lately, and something that many Christians have been accused of believing.  Verses like 
this create a precedent for those suspicions.  
 
Because it is a subject on the table and discussed in popular culture, each of us is in some way are forced to 
wrestle with the notion of conspiracies that are being engineered for purposes that serve a few select people. 
In effect - what we see here. How do we process their significance?  In Daniel’s case, he began by trusting God 
before believing anything else, even conspiracies against his own life.  He found peace when real conspiracies 
were happening – that were directed at him, by taking the matter to the Lord in prayer and being anchored in 
his promises (which we have seen at work in the previous chapters).  I think that is very instructive for us in 
these volatile times.  If you are not doing this, chances are you may be kind of languishing right now.  If you 
are doing what Daniel did, I am certain that you have a “peace that passes all understanding,” like Daniel felt.  
 
If you are fixated on the news right now, you may be in trouble because news by design makes money from 
sensationalizing information, with the hope that it provokes you...really provokes you!  Provokes you to fear, 
hate, worry, to get angry...any emotion that can be generated in such a way that it keeps you coming back for 
more.  That’s the kind of “gotcha voodoo” at work here.  Lots of psychology is leveraged in marketing because 
it increases the marketer’s chance of influencing your decisions. Newsrooms and information brokers hire the 
same consultants for the same reasons.  No conspiracy here, just what I’ve learned being married to someone 
who has a degree in Radio/Television communications and is trained to see the “behind he scenes of news 
production.” 
 
“Conspiracy theories” have become a pejorative term in our culture, however if Daniel applied the same kind 
of criteria that we do today, he may have misread what was going on.  Just like the culture’s reaction to Jeffrey 
Epstein a few years ago and “Pedo-island,” dubbing it “nonsensical conspiracy minded paranoia.”  Then, all of 
a sudden it surfaces in ways that are undeniable, implicating high profile benefactors that are celebrated even 
here in Ohio! Now becoming very plausible and prosecutional offenses against un-developed human beings – 



 

 

aka young girls and indicting lecherous famous people.  As this thing found traction with reality, affecting 
powerful people, the news is now announcing the top story as, “Did you see the squirrel just now?”  That’s 
why it makes us all very suspicious about a lot of things we didn’t used to question. That’s why this stuff gets 
really confusing because some of it is very true and some of it is nonsense and all of it seems to have a degree 
of a mixture of both.  How in the world do you discern the difference? And should this be a believer’s primary 
preoccupation? People have even left our church, not because of our position on doctrine as much as a 
conspiracy theory. As believers we find this stuff in our path and find ourselves looking for guidance on what 
to do with it…  
 
Here’s a “some things to do and not to do list”: First, if you hear a story that sounds juicy, conspiratorial and 
validates what “you’ve always suspected” – be very careful to keep your head.   Second, pray about it, ask God 
to help you not get too passionate about it right away – that is - keep it at arm’s length – until the facts are so 
overwhelming that its impossible to cover it up because it is obvious to everyone this really is a thing.   Third, 
wait. Only time can sift the reality from the fantastical here.  Fourth, trust that God is in it.  When it becomes a 
thing, don’t fear it as much as trust God in it. He sees it, and he knows what he’s doing in it.  Daniel tried to 
tune into God’s POV by praying and trusting and then, doing nothing. Which is often the case unless 
specifically directed.  
 
Conspiracy theories capture our attention because they “cohere,” that is they logically make sense.  A bad 
conspiracy theory will cohere beautifully but have very few touchpoints with reality.  There just isn’t much at 
the ground level to support them.  Therefore, they don’t “resonate” with our lived experience. There’s just 
nothing really there.  A good conspiracy theory (AKA Daniel 6), “coheres.”  
 
In the case of Daniel’s conspirators, they were threatened, aligned, hungry for power, manipulative, and 
single-minded in their hatred of Daniel.  They looked for weaknesses and they found 2.  First Daniel’s religious 
devotion and his deep conviction towards obedience to God.  Second, Darius’ vanity and shortcomings in his 
capacity to make public policy. Check. Next, there’s execution of the plan, easy enough and plausible for the 
public to grasp and no one be the wiser.  Then after the trap is set, Daniel becomes the villain by betraying his 
country by subverting the king. Check.  The wild-card they didn’t factor in? God.  Who by the way, works 
everything for good for those who love him and are called according to his purpose.  Since Paul wasn’t around 
to write that yet, I believe Daniel follows Jeremiah's letter of counsel to the exiles (Jer. 29:11-14): 
 
I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm to give you a future with 
hope.  Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will 
find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord.  
   
Daniel found the Lord in his moment of distress and that was the thing that helped him to overcome his 
dilemma. Did you know God was at work behind the scenes according to a larger purpose that was in play 
since chapter 1? Did you know that Daniel complied with this plan by doing things the “God way”?  He 
understood this was how God accomplishes his larger goals. This is important to secure in our own thinking as 
we face dilemmas.  Focusing on the “God way” and not chasing rabbits down conspiracy holes as a distraction 
is our responsibility in this dilemma.   
 
Pray for a situation you or someone you know Is facing that you trust God to not only work through, but to use 
the evil at work in it to turn in on itself so that God is glorified in the outcome.  Do you trust him to pray such a 
bold prayer for yourself or your community and do you trust him to help you persevere for such an outcome?  
 



 

 

 
Day 29 
Daniel 6:19-28 
 
19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 As he came near to the den 
where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the 
living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then 
Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they 
have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done 
no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. 
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his 
God. 24 And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and 
cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the 
den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 
 
You can get so busy looking at the meaning behind what is going on, that you sometimes forget to pay 
attention to what is actually happening.  There is a huge sense of relief on the part of King Darius that the 
thing he was duped into decreeing didn’t result in the destruction of a person that he thought of so highly.  
The soul searching the night before probably resulted in a lot of second thoughts as well as a few profound 
regrets.  
 
The sleepless night goes slowly. As soon as it is light, the king hurries to the lions' den to see if his prayers for 
Daniel are answered and his hopes for Daniel's deliverance are realized. Out of great anguish of spirit, the king 
cries out as he nears the den, O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been 
able to deliver you from the lions? (6:20). This question reflects a night of deep thought and new insight. 
Darius begins to understand the relationship between Daniel and his God. Daniel is a servant. God's will, 
rather than personal desires and aspirations, guide Daniel's life. 
 
That’s what makes todays reading so powerful!  If you put yourself in his shoes or related to the sense of 
regret and remorse, you get how this turn of events led to such jubilation! There’s nothing like moving from 
the hopelessness of the moment where all the math is done and it clearly is a not going to work out, to the 
recognition that only “the God who is able” could conceivably create an outcome such as this! I hope in your 
lifetime you have had a few of these experiences, because they are well worth remembering.  And because of 
that, I think it isn’t uncommon for God to do things the “God way” when conditions warrant that things are 
now “impossible.”   
 
On that note, sometimes God will lead us to that place and it is hard, confusing, uncertain and, well...we all 
know things don’t always work out.  Only God knows the outcome and only God can direct the outcome under 
impossible conditions. Our biggest challenge is being too attached to our vision of what we believe the 
outcome should be.  Sometimes God has a larger picture, but if we trust him, somewhere between now and 
eternity he promises to work it out for good – according to His purpose. Pastorally this is a hard thing to say 
without trivializing anyone’s anguish, loss or profound disappointment.  With those painful things recognized, I 
see them in tension with Daniel & company saying, “our God is able...But even if not...” (Daniel 3:15) 
 
This is where we identify with Darius as much as we might Daniel.  Darius used the pain of the moment to 
process in his own heart who God truly was (and is).  I think pain has an upside if it directs our attention to the 
things of God, because when it is focused there, we can more easily access the heart of God.  The ingredients 



 

 

for this awareness include: desperation, humiliation, pain or suffering and everything else that prunes out the 
distracting elements.  It is why as a pastor I’ve seen people access great and profound joy in the midst of 
indescribable suffering.  It is the place that many of us have to go to in order to see what we need to see. The 
problem here isn’t necessarily God, but ourselves and the conditions that define our lives.    
 
So... When Darius hears Daniel's voice, his new insights are confirmed. Daniel's reply to the king is courteous: 
O king, live forever! (6:21). This is the only instance in the book of Daniel in which an exile addresses a king in 
this way. But there is more than courtesy in Daniel's reply. The king has called Daniel's God the living God. In 
Daniel's reply, he affirms Darius's kingship by wishing him long life. Thus, Daniel indirectly calls attention to the 
limited power and brief life of earthly kings when compared to the King of heaven, the living God.  
 
Daniel's reference to God sending his angel to shut the lions' mouths (6:22) is in line with the notion that 
angels are in the service of Almighty God (Heb. 1:14), and that one of their functions is to afford protection 
(Matt. 26:53). Daniel's reply is a commentary on Psalm 91:9-13:  
   
Because you have made the Lord your refuge 
“the Most High your dwelling place,  
no evil shall befall you,  
   no scourge come near your tent.  
For he will command his angels concerning you  
   to guard you in all your ways.” 
 
All of these things resolve in such a way that the only thing left now to consider are the conspirators 
themselves.  So, we read, Upon Daniel's release, the king orders the conspirators, their children, and their 
wives to be cast into the den of lions. The lions' mouths are no longer shut. Before reaching the bottom of the 
pit, their bodies are broken. Though jarring to Christian sensibilities, this feature of retribution and of family 
solidarity in guilt and punishment is in harmony with Mosaic (Old Testament) Law.   The entire story stands as 
an elaborate illustration of Psalm 57:4, 6: 
 
 "I lie down among lions that greedily devour human prey…  
They dug a pit in my path, but they have fallen into it themselves.” 
 
Be careful what you wish for... 
 
As you consider God’s deliverance of Daniel, and Darius’ anguish for his friend and how he was beating himself 
up, perhaps you can relate to one or both of their situations.  Try to remember a time when God helped you in 
either case with similar outcomes. Offer gratitude once again and use that story of your own experience to 
push you forward in your own faithfulness this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Day 30 
Daniel 6:25-28 
 
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be 
multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel, 
 
for he is the living God, 
    enduring forever; 
his kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
    and his dominion shall be to the end. 
27  
He delivers and rescues; 
    he works signs and wonders 
    in heaven and on earth, 
he who has saved Daniel 
    from the power of the lions.” 
 
28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
Upon Daniel's deliverance and the demise of the conspirators, Darius takes action. He not only revokes the old 
prayer law; he also replaces it with a new decree!  In other words, he says like Nebuchadnezzar, “I was wrong.” 
And like Nebuchadnezzar he addresses it to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole 
world. Declaring that the God of the Israelites is not simply to be tolerated: instead, all citizens are to tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel (6:26), i.e., “YOU will worship this God!”  The theme of non-Israelites 
acknowledging Israel's God is a major message of the tract to the nations (Dan. 2-7). But this approach is a 
little sketchy. 
 
Then Darius enumerates the reasons for his new decree:  
   
1. The God of Daniel is the living God. 
2. His kingdom and dominion have no end. 
3. He delivers and rescues. 
4. He works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth.  
 
Darius comes to realize all this through Daniel's deliverance from the power of the lions.  
Daniel's miraculous escape from the lions also demonstrates the limitations of Darius's pagan deities.  
Like Nebuchadnezzar, Darius comes to see that human claims to power and permanence stumble and fall 
before God's sovereignty and power, before his eternal law, and before his abiding presence.  
 
Darius's new decree, however, is as misdirected as the old one, since people cannot be compelled by law to 
turn to God or to worship him – i.e., “YOU will worship this God!”   This is the problem with over-identifying 
religion with politics.  They definitely overlap, but when the circles overlap completely you end up with the 
very things that drove people generations ago from Europe to the U.S. out of protest against religious 
persecution.  No doubt Darius was a go-getter, but lacked in the “thinking things through” department.  
 



 

 

Where it gets tricky today is if you were to substitute “religion” with “values” we find we have secular versions 
of this to contend with.  There is no shortage of people saying, “You will believe this...or else.”   As I write this, 
someone close to me completed a 5 hour job interview with a company in silicon valley.  The prospect of being 
hired is pretty high one would assume if they were going into that kind of a dialogue for the position.  They 
were told everything looked exceptional. Then the email came that indicated a need for “one more 
conversation.”  This was to get a bead on this person’s values, not so much their capability, work ethic, 
chemistry, competence, cooperativeness, etc.  but “what dear person are your values when it comes to these 
larger social beliefs?”   You could hear the statement between the questions: “YOU will believe these this...or 
else – you won’t be working for us.” Time will tell how this one bears out.  
 
The controlling impulse powerful people have to override our right to consent has always been a problem 
almost everywhere...including with the Jewish-Christian heritage.  No question it has been terribly abused by 
religious people in power in these traditions, but these are notions not baked into the true story.  God will 
never force us to believe something, rather he invites us into a relationship with him.  If we desire that 
relationship He doesn’t say, “You much change all of these things immediately, otherwise consider us done,” 
but rather he invites us to trust him more deeply over time as he patiently helps us to untrust all of the beliefs 
and assumptions that we used to operate with that were flawed and engineered outside of His wisdom.  He 
sees a “long game” in his relationship with each of us and he will walk with us for years and decades to lead us 
into a better understanding of how we were designed to live.  At each moment of change it is him working 
with us, and through us with a kindness that leads to repentance – or said differently, A kindness that leads us 
to a way of life we were designed for as he gently leads us from a way of life we were captive to.  Daniel 
understood all of this and functioned accordingly, that is why his book has resonated with the people of God 
so deeply since it was first written. Hopefully it has been resonating with you. 
 
Ask God to continue to reveal things to you that you need to “untrust” and replace them with alternative ways 
that you can begin to learn to trust deeply that are sourced in Him. 
 
Ask God to open an opportunity for you to share with someone else why a relationship with him has been so 
important to you and the difference it has made in your life. 
 
Ask God to provide wisdom when you have to respond to people who are trying to force you to believe their 
values at the risk of punitive social measures.  Ask him to guide you through those conversations and even use 
them to shine the spotlight back on Him. 
 
 
 


