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Day 21 
Read all of Daniel 5 
 
Daniel 5:1-4 
 
5 King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of the thousand. 
 
2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar 
his father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his 
concubines might drink from them. 3 Then they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the 
temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from 
them. 4 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 
 
 
Chapter 5 fast-forwards the story 23 years after the death of Nebuchadnezzar.  His grandson, Belshazzar is 
nothing like the transformed human being that his grandfather was.  If you recall Nebuchadnezzar’s story, 
your first inclination upon reading chapter 1 might have been, “This is a pagan king and there is no hope for 
him, so let’s see how Daniel and the gang manage their circumstances.” By the time you get through chapter 
4, you find yourself cheering for Nebuchadnezzar because he is becoming a changed man.  You begin to get a 
sense that the first parts weren’t really about Daniel and the three so much as how God was using his “agents” 
to infiltrate the Babylonian empire.  As suspicious as that may sound, exile for God’s people is turning into a 
move to infiltrate this empire in order to reclaim everything - Nebuchadnezzar, the nations mentioned, the 
legacy of Babel (Genesis 11), in fact God’s goal has been nothing short of wanting to rescue the whole world! 
 
The “good news” in this case is the proclamation that the God Most High reigns over all the gods and he is re-
establishing his presence in the hearts and lives of the people like Nebuchadnezzar.  Daniel understood that 
purpose - along with the three - and they were on board with it.  All their trials and frustrations and 
perseverance was worth it if this happened.  If you paid attention to what was going on in chapter 4, could you 
ever imagine someone like Nebuchadnezzar writing his own epistle (like the Apostle Paul’s writings) offering 
life testimony and praise to the God Most high and then addressing it to recipients for their own edification in 
the Lord? At the price of his own humiliating experience broadcasting to the world the dethronement of his 
own foolish pride! How can you not love that, (and him for it)! 
 
Then, if you read through the entire book of Daniel, you discover that in many ways it is a story about a 
number of different kings that ruled the Babylonian and later, the Persian empire.  God worked through Daniel 
& co. in such a way that all of them became favorably disposed to the “God Most High,” – except for this king, 
Belshazzar.  He is the equivalent of the entitled trust fund baby that never really had to grow up.  What he 
had, he played no role in earning, had no real sense of responsibility for the people he ruled, and no real 
ambitions that God could use for his purposes.  There was no real work-output from this fellow – he is a 
“gravytrainer extraordinaire!” In his development, he only learned to take, but not give – unless it meant 
giving a big party!   He is so out of touch with reality that he has no clarity on his situation, only the illusion 
that he’s a privileged member of the the “fortunate class.”   His life is about indulgence, pretension and 
posturing in front of everyone else.  His pride is centered in his own social prestige and placement on the 
human food-chain. The problem with it all is that in the end, its all fake and very unsustainable.   
 
Belshazzar is now hosting a major kegger and everyone who is anyone has been invited.  Wives, girlfriends, 
“friends,” all the cool people have been asked to participate and they are going to party like its 599!  He then 



 

 

gets the urge to break into his father’s storage facility and ransack the spoils of war.  As they incorporate into 
their revelry sacred temple items dedicated to the God Most High, they direct their alcohol fueled minds 
toward the unseen realm and offer “the gods” words of tribute, soliciting from them the energizing effect of 
their presence to enhance the experience even more! 
 
Dangerous lines are crossed and they have no idea what is coming... 
 
Circling back, if you could identify a connecting theme between Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, I believe it 
would be pride. So, at this point I think its helpful to contrast how it worked in both of their lives... 
 
For Nebuchadnezzar, it was a healthier form of pride based on his developing skillset as a military campaign 
strategist and General.  It was a confidence which resulted from investing in his own capacities and then 
growing through the challenges laid before him.  That confidence flourished even more when he pivoted from 
war and conquest to civil engineering.  Both of which he succeeded well in.  My guess is that he self-managed 
and regulated in a very disciplined manner.  He took his role and responsibility seriously and believed sincerely 
that what was good for Babylon, would be good for the rest of the world.  It was his own version of being a 
kind of “blessing to the nations” (the one’s he’s conquered of course!). In some ways – all good things. 
 
How different is it today when we engage in a similar path of self-control, self-discipline, civic pride and 
personal pride over our appearance and presentation of our own homes?  I would honestly say, not very 
much. Is it wrong to be prideful then? No, but dangerous.  I would offer that facets of your pride reflect a God-
given sensibility toward your accomplishments where you can say, “It is good!”  God did! (Gen. 1-2).  However, 
it turns demonic when it starts to displace God and becomes the most important thing in your life. You 
develop a life-posture that states, “I did this!”, without properly acknowledging and giving credit to the God 
who gave you that potential in the first place, and likely enables it everyday in your life in more ways than you 
realize. 
 
Pride then becomes your “god,” even though you say you believe in the God Most High like Nebuchadnezzar in 
Daniel 1-3.  How so you might wonder? 
 
God is not satisfied with having a place in your life, but rather designed us to acknowledge him as the “center” 
and “source” of your life.  This is what Jesus came to re-establish once and for all.  In Nebuchadnezzar’s case, 
he had to experience the humiliation of having it all taken away from him for 7 years before he began to see 
that regular worship of the God Most High is the only way to manage your pride.  Otherwise, your pride will be 
the driving factor in every decision, every conversation, every offense that is directed toward you, and every 
response you make to other human beings.  Your life will become primarily centered on managing, 
maintaining and protecting your pride – at all costs! 
God will not tolerate it in the end – because he didn’t design us to operate like that.  
 
Tomorrow we will explore the kind of pride that manifested in Belshazzar’s life. 
 
As you think about your own pride, how much will it drive your life and decisions today?  Will you end the day 
crediting God for helping you with your accomplishments and perseverance? If so, how will you do that? 
 
Ask God to help you manage your own pride in a way that is healthy and life giving.  Also ask him to point out 
how pride is misplaced in your life, doing harm to your relationship with him and other people.   
 



 

 

Day 22 
Read all of Daniel 5 
 
Daniel 5:5-9 
 
5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, 
opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 6 Then the king's color changed, and his 
thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees knocked together. 7 The king called loudly to bring in 
the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever 
reads this writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold 
around his neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Then all the king's wise men came in, but they 
could not read the writing or make known to the king the interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly 
alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed. 
 
I’ve heard people say that family-run businesses rarely make it past the third generation.  Why do you think 
that’s the case? I’m not an expert on that pattern, but can understand it from the standpoint of wisdom. 
Biblical wisdom is a kind of understanding you can only gain through the combination of life-experience, 
reflecting on that life-experience, learning and adapting as you go through life-experience, and coupling that 
process with the knowledge and insight we gain from scripture regarding how God directs us to live. I believe 
the outcome of wisdom results from all of those necessary ingredients.  Without them, you don’t really qualify 
as having wisdom. I believe God designed the way we are to live our lives according to this pattern and 
process. Anything less, and we will not become who we are supposed to be.   
 
What makes the third gen business owner different from the first? The first gen earned the business through a 
range of experiences involving recognition of a need that people had and then creating a value that would 
service that need. He (or she) also spent a lot of time building relationships on the back end through suppliers, 
vendors and other supporters.  On the public end this person would cultivate good-will with potential 
customers and clients. On the personal end his or her own family would have to make sacrifices as well for the 
good of the business.  When I was growing up many of these kinds of people went to church, gave generously 
to causes and supported their community. Lots of emphasis on the “gave” aspect of the equation. In the 
process had to learn to manage pride and cultivate humility for the good of the enterprise.  Not an easy task, 
but very rewarding. In this case to guard against their pride where “giving” becomes “self-serving.” 
 
The second gen usually grows up seeing these things happen, but mostly grasped it significance as an observer 
and helper.  Usually enough to manage what had been established. Although appreciating the hard work 
involved in the creating and maintaining the business.  At this phase, the part to play is to keep it going and 
build on it if possible.   The third gen person is likely in preschool and is more concerned about who gets the 
lego?  If gen 2 wants to keep the business going, their job is to spend a significant amount of time training and 
equipping the third gen for the role they will move into eventually... Many times, that just doesn’t happen and 
a monster is created in the vacuum. On the continuum between responsibility and privileges earned, this 
person gets good at the privilege side. The other part, well...what’s the incentive if you’re not hungry? “Hey! 
That’s my lego!” 
 
Belshazzar...he wasn’t hungry, but apparently very thirsty!  This weekend’s kegger was going to be 
unforgettable.  But not in the way he envisioned.  God Most High can be pesky sometimes and show up at all 
the wrong moments.  Unfortunately for him, Belshazzar’s family business didn’t have a footprint large enough 
to control that contingency! It seems he had total control of the situation and had positioned himself as the 



 

 

man of honor.  It must have been quite a moment he had...before he lost control and pee’d himself.  Do you 
remember me mentioning he was thirsty?  If that sounds vulgar, I will use the writer’s expression for it, “his 
limbs gave way” – a euphemism for peeing yourself.   I’m going to push in on this a little because the fact is, 
the God Most High must have wanted the whole world to know that the Mighty Belshazzar, Rightful King of 
Babylon, Royal Majesty over the known Empire, and the Chief Consumer of the Inexhaustible Resources of the 
Empire...pee’d himself (not my words, just the messenger here).  If you are not too off-put by the uncouthness 
of it all, this earthy experience was...well humiliating.  Almost makes you want option A – go off to the 
wilderness for 7 years and carry on like a feral raccoon.  Option B – humiliated as the Ruler, by doing “that” in 
front of thousands of guests.  Well, that kind of takes some of the prestige out of the moment and it sort of 
diminishes how we might think of you while we laugh at you behind your back in the future...People! 
God however isn’t trying to be the Trickster here, but is balancing the overblown pride and pretentiousness, 
almost all of which is unearned, with the necessary injection of humility.  Pride just doesn’t work well if 
humility isn’t baked in properly.  The kind of humility here is actually suitable for the kind of pride in play. It 
takes moral courage and fortitude to earn your station properly by this measure.  What he was humbled by 
publicly showcases that he actually lacked both.   
 
Throw some money at the problem and it will all be good.  However, this one apparently couldn’t be repaired 
by his best technicians – even with the incredible and unprecedented incentives offered (verse 7).  Where do 
you go when money can’t buy your way out of your problems? When there are no “right people” you can call 
when the problem needs fixed? What do you do when find yourself for the first time in your life...powerless? 
 
Religion... But there is only one legitimate kind of “religion” that he needs to get and he is not in a position to 
accept it. His heart is so ruined by entitlement, excess, a lifetime of habits, a view of people and god (God?) 
that he hardly even qualifies as human. So rich, yet in reality, so, so poor.  And at this point, just pathetic. 
Funny how hell shows up the way it does.  Its always when we distance ourselves from God.  When we think 
we have it locked down, we have a good bead on things, we are too big, good, to fail.  What we have here is a 
full-blown panic attack unfolding.  What’s missing, God. 
 
This is actually a cautionary tale for all of us, myself included.  The names and circumstances may be different, 
but what is the same are the attitudes that re-impose themselves in various forms across the human time-line.  
What are we talking about here?  A few perennial themes we struggle with: “I deserve this,” “I have this...so 
I’m better than you,” “I can do what I want, when I want.” “I can sleep with my wife and my girlfriends or 
whatever - sexual boundaries don’t matter,” “I can just throw some money at it and all will be good,” “I don’t 
need God, I earned this,” “I will only ask help from God when it suits my purpose,” “You’re great, but I’m 
greater...and the rest of them are losers...”  I think you get the point. There’s a whole lot more going on here, 
all of which is toxic and off the reservation by the standard of God’s creational purpose.  Pride is at the root of 
all of it, what we value most is where pride finds its worst kind of expression.  The good news is, the crisis at 
hand will lead to a call out to God and God will show up...Just like he did for his grandfather. 
 
The question is, will he receive what God is going to give him? 
 
Will you? And how does the state of your heart determine what God will allow you to go through in order for 
your heart to be in a right place to receive what he’s wanted to give you all along?  What!? 
 
Tomorrow we will bring some clarity to that question. For now, ask God in your prayer time this morning to 
help you identify how your pride might be getting in the way of seeing him or coming close to Him. 
 



 

 

Day 23 
 
Daniel 5:10-23 
 
10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting hall, and the queen 
declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color change. 11 There is a man in 
your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your father, light and understanding and 
wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father 
the king—made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, 12 because an excellent 
spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in 
this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the 
interpretation.” 
13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You are that Daniel, 
one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. 14 I have heard of you that the 
spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15 Now 
the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to read this writing and make known to me 
its interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of the matter. 16 But I have heard that you can 
give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its 
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck and shall be the 
third ruler in the kingdom.” 
 
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to 
another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known to him the interpretation. 18 O 
king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. 
19 And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared 
before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, 
and whom he would, he humbled. 20 But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he 
dealt proudly, he was brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him. 21 He was 
driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling 
was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until 
he knew that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And you his 
son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself 
against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your 
lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver 
and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is 
your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored. 
 
 
 

The question is, will he receive what God is about to give him? 
 
Will you - when the opportunity (i.e. crisis) is given where you reach out to him...  
 
And... how does the state of your heart...  
 
 determine what God will allow you to go through... 
 



 

 

   in order for your heart to be in a right place to receive...  
 
   ...what he’s wanted to give you all along?   
 
What!? 
 
The story is basically carried along by a series of speeches: The queen (5:10-12), Belshazzar (5:13-16), and 
Daniel (5:17-28). The queen is opening up a path for God to come into the situation by referencing a “cabinet 
member” who has since been “put on the shelf” named “Daniel” (AKA Belshazzar) She tells her son, “You 
should call him in, he has a connection to the God Most High and you are so over your head right now that 
even the best of the best can’t help you with this situation.”   
 
Maybe that was you one time. You didn’t know where to turn and mom said, “Hey we used to go to this 
church back in the day” ...  or remember that one time grandpa spoke to the pastor about his problems and he 
really helped him out?... or we should talk to that family that goes to church and see what they have to say? 
You are never too separated from God that someone in your world can’t speak him back into your life. 
Queen mom actually broke a lot of protocols when she barged into the King’s situation.  It was that kind of a 
moment and she wanted to speak this God into her son’s life. 
 
Belshazzar offers a response that indicates his lack of comprehension regarding the significance of Daniel and 
his God, “Oh yeah, I remember all that stuff the God Most High did back in the day through Daniel, he was a 
pretty amazing dude and you should go get him.” 
 
It seems God was on his radar all along and he chose to ignore it until he became real desperate.  I think God 
sends people signals all the time about his presence in the human predicament, however you may not notice 
them because your eyes and your heart are tuned to other distractions or priorities.  This God didn’t really fit 
his agenda in a meaningful way, so he chose to ignore those signals until it was actually too late in this case. 
 
So, here’s the tough medicine getting even more bitter:  
   
Daniel rejects Belshazzar's offer of rewards (5:17).  “You can keep your stuff, I’m 75 and that kind of gear   
doesn’t really have any significance anymore.” (This is a person i.e. Daniel, who is so settled in who he is that 
he can tell Mr. Rich Power Guy to give his trinkets to someone who cares).  
          
Daniel recalls then for all listeners the experience of Nebuchadnezzar, who was given kingship by the Most 
High God with universal and unchallenged rule, but who in his arrogance came to learn that the Most High 
God has sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals (5:18-21). Daniel then chastises Belshazzar for his 
sacrilegious behavior, which dishonors God (5:22-23).  
 
The signals have been flashing for a long time in this case...How do you think this will end?   Well, since you’ve 
already read it (day 21), you know how it ends.  I believe God uses these stories to give every one of us a 
chance to re-align our lives with him.  Even right now...we can use this moment to recalibrate our faith, let go 
of our “gods” (idols), ask forgiveness for sins...and God – right now – can put us back on right footing. 
What does he have to do to get your attention, hopefully it isn’t anything like this.   
 
Ask God to soften your heart toward Him and to calibrate your heart to beat in sync with His. Settle with him 
through confession and repentance anything that is a barrier and invite him to fill your life with His presence.  



 

 

Day 24 
 
Daniel 5:17-23 (Also Psalm 89 and if you have time, Acts 7) 
 
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to 
another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known to him the interpretation. 18 O king, 
the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. 19 And 
because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before 
him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom 
he would, he humbled. 20 But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt 
proudly, he was brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him. 21 He was driven from 
among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild 
donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the 
Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And you his son, Belshazzar, 
have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of 
heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and 
your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, 
wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are 
all your ways, you have not honored. 
 
“The Hand of God”  
 
Whenever the story of Belshazzar's feast is told, hearers are fascinated by the fingers of a human hand that 
appear and begin writing on the plaster of the wall of the royal palace (5:5). When Daniel interprets the 
meaning of the words, he tells Belshazzar, The God in whose power is your very breath, and to whom belong 
all your ways, you have not honored. So from his presence the hand was sent (5:23-24).  
 
In the book of Daniel are frequent references to the hand of God.  Nebuchadnezzar blesses the Most High: He 
does what he wills with the host of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth. There is no one who can stay his 
hand (4:35). The evil king of 8:25 is to be broken, and not by human hands, implying that the hand of God will 
be at work. In his intercessory prayer, Daniel attributes the deliverance of Israel from Egypt to God's mighty 
hand (9:15; see Deut. 4:34; 5:15; 7:19). The God who delivered his people from the grip of the Egyptian 
Pharaoh, continues to confront arrogant governments and their rulers on behalf of the faithful. Babylon is no 
exception. 
 
The "hand of God" is a symbol of God's power. The Hebrew idiom of "hand" representing "power'' is frequent 
in the book of Exodus, though not always clear as it’s translated into English (3:20; 13:3, 9, 14; 14:31; 18:10). 
God uses his power to deliver his people, to protect them, and to judge evildoers. 
 
Isaiah expresses this thought in these beautiful words:  
   
Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God;  
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. (Isa. 41:10) 
 
Some friends of ours were recording an album a number of years ago when our daughter was young.  She was 
asked to recite this verse for the recording and we often listened to it in our car as we travelled.  One of my 
cherished memories is hearing her say these words.  They are a happy place for me because the substance of 



 

 

the verses reminds me of the security we feel as God oversees our lives.  I don’t take that lightly, but have 
learned to trust the power of the hand of God through many years of ministry.  It gave Daniel great confidence 
as well. I believe the repeated usage of the word in this book indicates the role God’s hand played in his own 
sense of security - as he confronted powerful people and harrowing situations.  To the point that he could 
even care for someone like Nebuchadnezzar and agonize over his welfare – rather than be located in a posture 
of fear and intimidation. 
  
Jesus expresses a similar thought concerning care for his followers, "What my Father has given me is greater 
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand" (John 10:29).  
 
The most frequent New Testament reference to the Old Testament is from Psalm 110.  It is quoted in 
reference to God's "right hand." This was considered the place of great power and glory. Most of these texts 
use Psalm 110 to underscore the ascension and exaltation of Jesus as he now sits at and rules his kingdom at 
the Father’s right hand: 
   
The Lord says to my lord:  
   "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool."  
 
Jesus ascended to a position of power and glory. We studied during lent this year that at Pentecost, Peter 
says, "This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of 
God, . . . he has poured out this that you both see and hear" (Acts 2:32-33).  
 
This even factored into our choice to name our third child. We wanted our kid to grow up with boldness and 
courage and a heart for the things of God. While we realize we can’t control the outcome of our kid’s life, our 
hope was to be a voice of influence in a way that was at least memorable if he ever lost his way. So, we named 
him Stephen Ethan. Ethan after Ethan the Ezrahite in Psalm 89 – a psalm that solicits courage as it recounts 
the mighty acts of God and the foundation those acts create for your life to rest upon.  We also wanted him to 
be fearless in his witness for the faith we have been formed by and shared together as a family. So, we named 
him Stephen from Acts 7 – a person who was unapologetic for his convictions to the point of death.  We 
remind him of these things periodically with the hope that they will play a role in his own self-understanding 
as a follower of Jesus. In the story of Stephen at his martyrdom, he sees the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55-56). 
  
The “hand of God” appears and writes a message of judgment for Belshazzar to see. Even with the message 
interpreted by one indwelt by "a spirit of the holy gods" (5:11, 14), Belshazzar makes no effort to change or to 
seek mercy of the God in whose hand was his breath. That night he meets death. 
 
Peter would later write: 
“God opposes the proud,  but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand o
f God, so that he may exalt you in due time”. (1 Pet. 5:5-6) 
 
Do you trust God to uphold you as described in Isaiah 41 mentioned above. Read that again and let it soak into 
your being.  Use it as an anchor this week when you face frightening or overwhelming circumstances. 
 
Ask God to help you trust that he will “uphold you with his victorious right hand.” Ask him to help you let that 
settle into your being so that it can be source for your own Christian convictions.  
 



 

 

Day 25 
 
Daniel 5:24-30 
 
24 “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25 And this is the writing that 
was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is the interpretation of the matter: Mene, God has 
numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27 Tekel, you have been weighed in the 
balances and found wanting; 28 Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
 
29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was put around 
his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
 
30 That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31  And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, 
being about sixty-two years old. 
 
Belshazzar knew this was coming.  The party was a public “numbing” against an inevitable defeat by the 
Medes and the Persians who were converging together not too many miles away in order to conquer the 
Babylonian empire.  He had invited all of his gods: gold, silver, wood, metal, etc. for display during this 
occasion, hoping against hope that this worship feast/collective self-medication exercise would have them all 
wake up the next morning and believe that it was all a bad dream.  That’s the kind of connection to reality we 
see at work here. 
 
“Nebuchadnezzar repented of his pride and was restored” (4:1-37). Belshazzar, however, does not repent. He 
gives no evidence of personal introspection nor of a desire to change his ways. When he meets Daniel, he 
simply parrots the queen's statements about him. 
 
He reveals no appreciation for Nebuchadnezzar's experience and does not defend himself in the face of 
Daniel's indictments. Nor does the imminent judgment revealed in the mysterious words lead him to ask for 
mercy or for a time of grace. Belshazzar shakes in terror when the hand appears. But having heard the 
dreadful implications that the words imply for him personally, Belshazzar simply continues as before. He 
seems to believe in the protection of the god, Bel and the ability of his gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, 
and stone.  
 
Under these self-delusions, that very night, Belshazzar is slain. There is no verbal message to the nations. The 
event itself speaks loudly and clearly enough. Although not specifically noted, it is generally assumed that 
Belshazzar's death comes with the capture of Babylon by the Medes and Persians. With the death of the 
monarch, the Babylonian empire comes to an end. The fall of Babylon had been foretold by the prophets (Isa. 
13:17-19; 21:1-10; Jer. 51:24-58). In Isaiah 21:9, the watcher announces, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon; and all the 
images of her gods lie shattered on the ground." 
 
Seems everyone saw this coming.   
 
What keeps us from being honest about what’s right in front of us?  Is it fear? An inability to trust that you can 
face those dark things and overcome?  Is it a preference for a “useful fiction” or narrative about life that 
you’ve projected onto the situation to make it work?  How’s that holding up lately? What is reality anyway and 
can you really know the truth? 
 



 

 

These are deeeeep questions that will show up at our doorstep – usually at the most in-opportune moments. 
 
Let’s just push the pause button on diving too deep here and ask another question that relates to our reading 
so far.  Do I trust God to be in control of my life?   Actually, I prefer a more helpful question, “Do I trust God to 
walk with me through life?” 
 
I’ve had those deep questions and its part of the reason I think I’m called to be a pastor.  I’ve even had a lot of 
training in Theology and Philosophy because I wanted to know what is true and what is the best way to live. 
I honestly don’t believe God requires us to do all of that to find out what we need.  I think it is a lot more 
simple than that and Daniel I believe shows us the way. 
 
He is a person whose big question is, “How can I walk with God through the course of my day?” He then 
obediently follows God’s lead through the day.  In the process Daniel learned to be “schooled in life,” as he 
reflected on God’s presence in the everyday and it showed by the king’s own admission 5:14, “I have heard of 
you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in 
you”. 
 
Here’s the bottom line between Daniel and the King.  Daniel woke up each day and asked God to walk with 
him. To guide him through the day as Daniel prayed under his breath for God to be with him in every situation. 
Daniel processed his life and the significance of everything through his relationship with God. He was a 
practiced and practicing follower of God.  Everyone could “just see it” when they saw him.  Daniel never felt 
alone, nor was he ever really afraid.  
 
Belshazzar is every one of us who has had everything – yet really had nothing...but himself.  For whatever 
reason he refused to let God in – and when he did, it was too late.  Not because he died, but because his heart 
had become too callus to the notion.  He just wasn’t able to receive the things of God.  He completely lost the 
ability to do so, by this time in his life he was “locked in” to think only about himself.  It happens. 
 
They say people turn to God because they want to avoid hell. That doesn’t sound like much of a relationship to 
me. I’m not denying hell’s reality or even threat, but I would like to believe that hell begins when God’s 
presence ends in your life.  Maybe not literally, but all the hallmarks are certainly in play.  God however 
reveals his character to us in such a way, that if we are paying attention, his aim is not to punish, but to bless.  
However, our hearts have to sync up with his in order to really understand what that means.  Daniel, I think 
shows us how to move towards him.  Nebuchadnezzar finally “got it” and couldn’t contain what he’d been 
missing.  Belshazzar...not particularly the poster child for the “good life” that ends well.   
 
Are you drawn to God because you fear hell or because he is a “good, good father?” If you need some help 
understanding what that might mean we are here for you at FCC and are happy to listen and guide.   
 
Take some time today and invite God into the everyday.  Contrary to what you might think, he’s not too busy. 
His driving desire is to walk with us through life.  Notice how things change around you, when you invite Jesus 
into the moment and trust that he’s there with you. 
 
Ask God to help a person you know who is caught up in their own hellish circumstances to reveal himself to 
them and to work in their heart to receive him. 
 
 


