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Daniel 4 
 
Day 16 
(Read all of Daniel 4 before you precede into today’s devotional) 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth: Peace be multiplied 
to you! 2 It has seemed good to me to show the signs and wonders that the Most High God has done for me. 
 
3 How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! 
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion endures from generation to generation. 
 
4  I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace. 5 I saw a dream that made me 
afraid. As I lay in bed the fancies and the visions of my head alarmed me. 6 So I made a decree that all the 
wise men of Babylon should be brought before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of 
the dream. 7 Then the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers came in, and I told 
them the dream, but they could not make known to me its interpretation. 8 At last Daniel came in before 
me—he who was named Belteshazzar after the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods—
and I told him the dream, saying, 9 “O Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of 
the holy gods is in you and that no mystery is too difficult for you, tell me the visions of my dream that I saw 
and their interpretation. 10 The visions of my head as I lay in bed were these: I saw, and behold, a tree in the 
midst of the earth, and its height was great. 11 The tree grew and became strong, and its top reached to 
heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth. 12 Its leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, 
and in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, and the birds of the heavens lived in 
its branches, and all flesh was fed from it. 
 
13 “I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, came down from 
heaven...” 
 
 
A lot has transpired since Daniel chapter 1. If you’re paying attention, you notice that Daniel and 
Nebuchadnezzar are in place in their relationship where the influence seems to be flowing from Daniel to the 
King instead of the opposite.  Daniel as a story starts out with 4 young men, ripped from their country and way 
of life, and placed in an environment where all the forces are at work to reprogram and retrain them into the 
Babylonian way.  Ironically, time and persistent faith on Daniel’s part, has redirected that process in such a 
way that the King is now the one being reprogrammed in his understanding of how life truly works and the God 
who oversees all.   
 
If you follow this relationship, you can see how Daniel not only went into these conditions with a heart for 
God’s purpose, he did so with an attitude that earned him a seat in Nebuchadnezzar’s world.  Rather than see 
himself as a victim of cruel circumstances, he recognized God’s purpose in the exile.  He also saw as his 
personal mission a call to be an influencer for God’s redemptive purpose in Nebuchadnezzar’s life.  What you 
are reading today demonstrates how his faithfulness paid off.  Nebuchadnezzar is now declaring God’s praises. 
 
You may find yourself thinking right about now, “Wait, what?! What led to this change of heart and why is 
Nebuchadnezzar recalling his story like he is sitting around a campfire after the fact?” 
Hold that thought... 



 

 

Now imagine that person in your workplace - or anywhere that you are called to be, who may be indifferent or 
even hostile to the fact that you are a follower of Jesus.  What do you think God is calling you to do and be 
under the conditions of that relationship?  A victim of circumstance? A person who is constantly offended and 
put off by them? (Or a host of other responses to the toxicity of your situation.)    
 
Your prayer right now might be, “God, please get me out of this!”  
 
Or has God called you to be an influencer like Daniel?  Did Daniel have a playbook going in with the title, “How 
to Influence the King for God?” 
 
Probably not.  It was more like a life tuned toward the purposes of God and a life that has cultivated a 
prayerful relationship with God.  A life that was postured in such a way that no matter what he faced he was 
always asking God to guide his steps so that he could remain rooted in the reality of his relationship with Him.  
This in turn affected how he lived out his faith socially.  In today’s reading, we are now witnessing the fruit of 
that faithfulness. 
 
I believe Daniel’s prayer in the toxic situation he found himself in was more like, “God please be with me in 
this.”  (Remember the fiery furnace?) 
 
Nebuchadnezzar began to see things that altered his perspective on life and they were sourced from the life of 
Daniel and his 3 friends.  He became attuned to the role the unseen realm had as it affected Daniel.  He saw in 
Daniel abilities connected to the influence of the holy gods.   
 
As a sidebar, as weird as that phrase sounds it is accurate and necessary for understanding what’s going on in 
the story. In the Old Testament we are told there is only ONE uncreated God.  However, there are references 
to the “sons of God” and a deep dive into their meaning will tell you that they are created spiritual beings 
under God’s authority who oversee the affairs of people on earth.  These are often known as angels and as we 
read in verse 13 a very special class of spiritual being is mentioned known as a “watcher” or “holy one.”  (If you 
want to know more about this, I recommend looking at the video series “Spiritual Beings” from The Bible 
Project website. These short videos provide an excellent orientation on this topic.  It will also help you to 
understand the book of Daniel more clearly). 
 
Nebuchadnezzar initially assumed the “spirit of Babylon” would prevail against everything that came it’s way.  
Daniel on the other hand knew the Lord Most High was the one in control and lived comfortably in that 
knowledge.  God empowered him by His spirit to do what he was called to do under very difficult conditions. 
In the end Daniel ended up being the game-changer in Nebuchadnezzar’s world.  Nebuchadnezzar began to 
assume the “spirit of God” was powerfully at work in the world as well.  Does God expect anything different 
from us since that same Spirit is now at work in you. 
 
Who is influencing you in a negative way that God may be saying, I want you to pray for that person, regularly, 
that their heart will change and begin to open to my presence.  While at the same time remaining rooted and 
strong in your own relationship with God.  What do you believe could happen based on what you’ve read so 
far?  Now begin praying for that person! 
 
Also, do you believe the “spirit of Babylon” at work in the world today is so formidable that the church as we 
know it no longer has a chance to influence? I believe the story of Daniel gives us hope to believe otherwise. 
Pray as well for your church to be that influence for your community. 



 

 

Day 17 
 
(Read all of Daniel 4 again) 
 
4  I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace. 5 I saw a dream that made me 
afraid. As I lay in bed the fancies and the visions of my head alarmed me. 6 So I made a decree that all the 
wise men of Babylon should be brought before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of 
the dream. 7 Then the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers came in, and I told 
them the dream, but they could not make known to me its interpretation. 8 At last Daniel came in before 
me—he who was named Belteshazzar after the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods[c]—and I told him the dream, saying, 9 “O Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that 
the spirit of the holy gods is in you and that no mystery is too difficult for you, tell me the visions of my 
dream that I saw and their interpretation. 10 The visions of my head as I lay in bed were these: I saw, and 
behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. 11 The tree grew and became strong, and 
its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth. 12 Its leaves were beautiful and 
its fruit abundant, and in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, and the birds of the 
heavens lived in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it. 
 
13 “I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, came down from 
heaven. 14 He proclaimed aloud and said thus: ‘Chop down the tree and lop off its branches, strip off its 
leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts flee from under it and the birds from its branches. 15 But leave the 
stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, amid the tender grass of the field. Let 
him be wet with the dew of heaven. Let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth. 16 Let his 
mind be changed from a man's, and let a beast's mind be given to him; and let seven periods of time pass 
over him. 17 The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the holy ones, to the 
end that the living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will and 
sets over it the lowliest of men.’ 18 This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. And you, O Belteshazzar, tell 
me the interpretation, because all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the 
interpretation, but you are able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in you.” 
 
19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his thoughts alarmed him. 
 
 
Now, back to Nebuchadnezzar and his campfire story... 
 
Nebuchadnezzar has another disturbing dream.  This time it centers not on a statue, but a tree.  The words 
“alarmed” and “afraid” forewarn him that his life is about to flow into the rapids. Once again, his default 
response is to handle it the “non-God” way.  Like so many of us - that’s just what we do. We are conditioned 
to turn first to science, medicine, psychics or whatever you do when you live under the spell of the spirit of 
Babylon.  That is, the thing (i.e. God) that Daniel always goes to first, Nebuchadnezzar resorts to last. Old 
habits die hard... 
 
If you read to the end of the story, you know this is a dream about a seven year period where Nebuchadnezzar 
loses his mind.  We are talking wearing your underpants on your head kind of crazy.  It has been determined 
by the holy gods that this must be so.  But why? Especially since it would seem that Nebuchadnezzar was 
warming up to Daniel’s God. He was a person moving from belief to trust with his life.  If you wonder if God 
loves Nebuchadnezzar, and wants him to know him, I think you have to look no farther than Daniel’s response. 



 

 

Daniel was “dismayed and his thoughts alarmed him”.  But why should he care? He should be celebrating that 
God is finally going to take this guy down and put him in his place, right?  However, Daniel never over-
personalizes his own predicament, but asks instead, “Why does God have me here?”  As a result, his heart 
goes out to Nebuchadnezzar because it is in sync with the heart of God. God loves Nebuchadnezzar, just like 
he loves that annoying person in your world that you would like to be relieved of.   
 
Daniel knows God is getting ready to do some work with Nebuchadnezzar in a way that is going to be painful. 
And what is Nebuchadnezzar’s biggest spiritual issue that God is going to be focused on? Pride.    
 
Pride is that one thing that shows up regularly in our blind spot.  It is the thing we see very easily in other 
people, but rarely see it well in ourselves.  It is hard to see, because we can tell people we are humble, yet do 
so while operating out of pride.  Same is true when we serve, are offended, or many other “righteous” things 
that we attach to. In Nebuchadnezzar’s case, Obadiah 3:3 seems particularly relevant:  
 
“The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks 
    and make your home on the heights, you who say to yourself, ‘Who can bring me down to the ground?’  
 
I believe this has been going on for awhile and God is finally calling him out on it.  There are likely things in 
your life and mine where God has said, “I’ve had enough...”  Its not that he’s trying to punish us as much as 
discipline us. Often this involves a season of going through something that is in some what connected to the 
thing God is trying to change in us.  In Nebuchadnezzar’s case, he was given a full year before “crazy” set in. 
I can’t help but wonder, since he knew why God was going to humiliate him, that God didn’t give him that 
time to make the decision to change himself.  Had that been the case, the 7-year season of discipline might 
not have been necessary. Kinda gives new meaning to the phrase, “forewarned is foretold,” doesn’t it? 
 
Sometimes that painful season you and I go through involves appropriate personal and spiritual self-reflection. 
Often our own pride is a part of the problem when I’m asking God to fix that relationship, work situation, 
marriage or any other circumstance where we have not put enough focus on our own role in creating the 
predicament we find ourselves in. 
 
What’s fascinating is when you consider the level of success Nebuchadnezzar had as Emperor up to this point, 
and in the aftermath, how he was able to “level up” and experience even greater success in that role as ruler 
over his people.  I believe God saw not only his pride, but the “stuckness” pride was creating.  I also believe 
when God lets us go through “crazy times” his hope is that we will hear his voice along the way and get our 
right minds back as we start to be real with our issues and humble enough to receive future wisdom from Him. 
 
What is God doing in your life right now?  Has he ever allowed you to be humbled through frustration, pain, 
craziness, only to help you through them, as you “level up” in your own growth and walk with him? 
 
If you are facing that right now, ask God to help you see what you need to see, so you can learn what you 
need to learn.  If you are feeling like Daniel - concerned for his friend Nebuchadnezzar, and you see someone 
you know who is in distress, ask God to show you what to do or say for them.  Then be open to follow His lead 
like Daniel was.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Day 18 
 
Daniel  4:19-27 
 
19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his thoughts alarmed him. 
The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar 
answered and said, “My lord, may the dream be for those who hate you and its interpretation for your 
enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that its top reached to heaven, and it was 
visible to the end of the whole earth, 21 whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which 
was food for all, under which beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the 
heavens lived— 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong. Your greatness has grown and 
reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends of the earth. 23 And because the king saw a watcher, a 
holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump of 
its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field, and let him be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven periods of time pass 
over him,’ 24 this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord 
the king, 25 that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven 
periods of time shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it 
to whom he will. 26 And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your kingdom 
shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, O king, let my 
counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing 
mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.” 
 
 
“Daniel's Pastoral Heart” (Part 1) 
 
If you harken back to verse 4, you get a sense of the moment... the strains and stresses of the early years of 
the empire are past. The empire is secure, and a great culture is developing. An effective government is in 
place, conducted by the capable civil servants he has trained. The glory of the city of Babylon is beyond 
comparison. It captures the imagination of the world. Now Nebuchadnezzar says, I . . . was living at ease in my 
home and prospering in my palace. Nebuchadnezzar has succeeded in his desire to become a brilliant, 
competent, enlightened, and benevolent empire builder. 
 
All Nebuchadnezzar saw was accomplishment and what he felt in that sweet moment of contentment was 
pride as a result of it.  God and the Watcher saw something different.  Daniel however finds himself caught in 
between these conflicting perspectives and has to do the difficult job of pointing out something that’s missing 
in this picture.  Daniel has to go there.  So, he ventures past dream interpretation into the realm of “reality TV” 
(not the fake kind).   In the spirit of biblical reality TV episodes from the past, like Nathan the prophet 
confronted King David (2 Sam. 12:1-15), and as Elijah confronted King Ahab (1 Kings 21:17-24), so Daniel 
confronts Nebuchadnezzar.  
 
Daniel counsels Nebuchadnezzar to change his ways, to repent. Daniel specifically mentions injustice and 
oppression (4:27). Likely Daniel is scandalized by the way Nebuchadnezzar has used slave labor to build his 
great city with its gardens, avenues, temples, and palaces.  
 



 

 

It takes great courage for Daniel to put his finger on Nebuchadnezzar's shortcomings. But Daniel cares. He 
believes that if Nebuchadnezzar changes his ways, practicing righteousness, and showing mercy to the 
oppressed God in mercy will turn aside judgment and allow Nebuchadnezzar to continue his rule. In giving this 
counsel, Daniel echoes the words of Jeremiah in his roll call of kings (Jer. 21:11 23:6), especially in his 
reprimand of Jehoiakim for not practicing justice and righteousness (22:15-17). The point being, there is a 
tradition here of calling out injustice. 
 
It was interesting to me when I first started to work in Salem the complete denial I observed amongst both 
ministers and city leaders regarding the Guatemalan population and the needs of that community.  I 
remember attending a meeting on the topic of city planning and development. Near the end of the 
presentation, I asked the question how roughly 2000 of the people who live a subterranean existence factored 
into that plan. There was no response or recognition that this was also a layer of our community that we 
should consider.  Long story short, enough voices - initially resisted because their words created a blemish to 
the city’s glory (and pride) – eventually were heard, embraced and now a cross-section of our community has 
offered a constructive response to their presence, where everyone in the end benefits. Something we can be 
proud of! 
 
If you consider the above story a justice matter that came correct, you can see a parallel to some of the things 
at work in Daniel’s conversation.  Moving from the “past” and the “theoretical,” the uncomfortable truth our 
city has to reckon with now is the role of human trafficking and the number of our citizens affected by it.  As 
difficult is it is to imagine, it flies even lower under the radar than the Guatemalan community once had. 
However, after hosting an awareness meeting here at FCC a few months ago, we had our eyes opened to this 
reality in our community by Circuit Court Judge Renee DiSalvo from Youngstown.  She described cases to our 
horrified ears of young women connected to our community that were living under the conditions of human 
slavery.  As disturbing as it is to consider, it is a reality that God sees and is even more disturbed by.  (If you 
would like to know more about this you can talk to our own Miss. Amy or look on the website: 
www.a21.org/youngstown). Our hope is that we can be a voice in this matter and play a redemptive role in 
lives that may be living just a few blocks away from our church. 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
How do you feel about injustices involving very different kinds of people than yourself.  Should the church play 
a role in righting wrongs here, or is our job primarily just to save souls?   
 
Pray for God to give us wisdom regarding our church’s role in matters described above.  Ask him to lead our 
church according to his will here.  Ask him to help us make any plans accordingly while he directs our path. 
To also give us courage when we have to face things that are inconvenient or uncomfortable.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Day 19 
 
Daniel 4:19-27 
 
19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his thoughts alarmed him. 
The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar 
answered and said, “My lord, may the dream be for those who hate you and its interpretation for your 
enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that its top reached to heaven, and it was 
visible to the end of the whole earth, 21 whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which 
was food for all, under which beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the 
heavens lived— 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong. Your greatness has grown and 
reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends of the earth. 23 And because the king saw a watcher, a 
holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump of 
its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field, and let him be 
wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven periods of time pass 
over him,’ 24 this is the interpretation, O king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord 
the king, 25 that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven 
periods of time shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it 
to whom he will. 26 And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your kingdom 
shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, O king, let my 
counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing 
mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.” 
 
 
“Daniel's Pastoral Heart” (Part 2) 
  
Part of having a pastoral heart for someone is needing to carry out awkward conversations that you know will 
provoke the ire, negative reaction, anger, or retaliation from the person that you have to say hard things to. Its 
easy to be “the messenger that get shot” or something like that. Over time I’ve discovered there are creative 
ways to say difficult things to people, and tactless ways and everything in between.  Some people recommend 
saying 3 good things before you say that one bad thing.  In the end, it is dangerous territory. You just don’t 
know.  The dilemma is, “do you say something and suffer?” “Or not say anything and a whole lot of other 
people suffer”.  Suffering seems to be some kind of theme here. What do you do? 
 
That’s why I remember so vividly what I read 10 years ago by Malcolm Gladwell.  He was onto something 
interesting regarding this ancient dilemma when he wrote in his book, “Outliers” regarding the frequency of 
Korean Jets that were crashing during the 1990’s.  He describes the reasons behind these tragedies had less to 
do with equipment failure than the fear of bruising egos... 
 
"You are obliged to be deferential toward your elders and superiors in a way that would be unimaginable in the 
U.S. That's dangerous when it comes to modern airplanes, because such sophisticated machines are designed 
to be piloted by a crew that works together as a team of equals, remaining unafraid to point out mistakes or 
disagree with a captain”. 
 
To Gladwell, this may have explained why Korean Air Flight 801 crashed into a hill while on approach to an 
airport in Guam in 1997, killing 223 people. In addition to a series of misfortunes, including bad weather, an 



 

 

offline warning system, and outdated charts, the co-pilot was afraid to question the poor judgment of the pilot, 
and as it turned out—a fatal mistake.  He continues: 
 
“Korean Air had more plane crashes than almost any other airline in the world for a period at the end of the 
1990s. When we think of airline crashes, we think, Oh, they must have had old planes. They must have had 
badly trained pilots. No. What they were struggling with was a cultural legacy, that Korean culture is 
hierarchical. You are obliged to be deferential toward your elders and superiors in a way that would be 
unimaginable in the U.S....  The problem was, Boeing and Airbus design modern, complex airplanes to be flown 
by two equals. That works beautifully in low-power-distance cultures [like the U.S., where hierarchies aren't as 
relevant]. But in cultures that have high power distance, it's very difficult. 
 
With a pastor's heart, Daniel approaches Nebuchadnezzar as an equal before God.  By design, humans are not 
really supposed to claim superiority over one another, deny reality, defend egos, injure the messenger, or any 
other action that may take place where corrections need to occur.  That’s just how God made us.  
Nebuchadnezzar enjoyed a “Power distance” from almost everyone and never felt really accountable to 
anyone.  Lord have mercy on anyone who would have the gall to confront him.  Yet confront Daniel did. And it 
worked because God was behind him and he was standing on moral high ground.  
 
When Paul instructs us to “speak the truth in love,” he could have very well thought of Daniel here when he 
wrote it.  Daniel personally cared for Nebuchadnezzar and that love led him to risk personal suffering.  In the 
moment of this discussion, Daniel saw his friend as a fellow human made in God’s image, not someone who 
was higher up on the food chain.  The end result was Nebuchadnezzar receiving the admonishment from 
Daniel, however he didn’t make the course correction recommended.  In this case resulting in a 7 year crash.   
 
Daniel was also concerned about God’s perspective and how it brought into the field of vision the human 
impact of the King’s accomplishments.  This also could not go unaddressed, so he mentions it as well.  What he 
did essentially was take everything under the surface and give it a name, call it up, and place it on the table for 
him to deal with.  Without God’s help, wisdom, guidance in the conversation, I doubt it would have went as 
well.  Had the result been a course correction and the righting of the wrongs it would have been a straight win 
across the board for everyone! 
 
What happened in Korea was different.  Gladwell continues in his book: 
 
But then a small miracle happened. Korean Air turned itself around. Today, the airline is a member in good 
standing of the prestigious SkyTeam alliance. Its safety record since 1999 is spotless. In 2006, Korean Air was 
given the Phoenix Award by Air Transport World in recognition of its transformation. Aviation experts will tell 
you that Korean Air is now as safe as any airline in the world. 
 
Sometimes the courage to face where you were wrong results in lives saved, other times its relationships 
healed, sometimes it’s the return of our own sanity as our humanity becomes right – sized once again. 
 
If God is calling you to say a hard truth to someone.  First ask him to give you the right words, the right time 
and the right opportunity.  Ask him to work in the other person’s heart that they may be open to receive what 
you have to say. Ask him to protect you if you are afraid of retaliation.  Ask him to be with you in the middle of 
this fiery furnace.  Then ask him to lead into God’s desired outcome for the situation - not necessarily yours. 
 
 



 

 

Day 20 
Daniel 4:28-36 
 
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of 
the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have 
built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” 31 While the words were 
still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The 
kingdom has departed from you, 32 and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be 
with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall 
pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” 
33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate 
grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles' feathers, 
and his nails were like birds' claws. 
 
34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I 
blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, 
 
for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 
35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the 
host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What 
have you done?” 
 
36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor 
returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more 
greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for 
all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
 
 
The Letter to the Nations by Mr. Nebuchadnezzar – (a friend of God) 
 
What I love about this story and Nebuchadnezzar is his willingness to share his testimony regarding how God 
worked in his life.  Let’s nerd out for a sec and remember how it begins: 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth: Peace be multiplied to 
you! 2 It has seemed good to me to show the signs and wonders that the Most High God has done for me. 
 
It is addressed to the.  whole.  world.   “To all peoples, nations, and languages that live throughout the earth.” 
The main point of Nebuchadnezzar's letter is to tell the world that the God of Israel is the Most High God and 
that he is the sovereign ruler of history. He begins his letter with that strong statement:  
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his sovereignty is from generation to generation. (4:3) 
 
It is significant to note the letter concludes in a book-end fashion:  
His sovereignty is an everlasting sovereignty, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation. (4:34) 
  
In addition to Nebuchadnezzar's confession, a similar declaration appears on the lips of three different 
characters: the watchers (4:17), Daniel (4:25), and the voice . . . from heaven (4:32):  
“God is sovereign and gives human leadership to whom he will.”  



 

 

 
The strong theme of human or especially royal pride is secondary to the primary emphasis on divine 
sovereignty, as shown in the reason for the decree:  
...that all who live may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdom of mortals; he gives it to whom  
he will. (4:17) 
 
According to the story, Nebuchadnezzar writes this letter late in his career. His empire is apparently well 
established and his massive building programs in the city of Babylon completed. Babylon has become one of 
the wonders of the world. The letter to the nations reflects the apex of Nebuchadnezzar's reign.  
 
The letter follows the ancient style of letter writing, beginning by naming the sender - King Nebuchadnezzar. 
Then those addressed are named, all peoples, nations, and languages.  
Next comes the greeting: May you have abundant prosperity!  
The greeting is followed by a brief statement of the purpose of the letter: The signs and wonders that the 
Most High God has worked for me (performed for me) I am pleased (it is my pleasure) to recount (to tell you 
about, to make known).  
The introduction concludes with a poem of praise to the Most High God.  
Nebuchadnezzar's praise to the Most High God was also similar to Psalm 145:10-13 
(Parallels to this style of introduction are found in 2 Corinthians 1:1-4 and Ephesians 1:1-4.)  
   
Then there are the trees...Trees figured significantly in ancient Near East writings. They played a vital role as 
an image of what represents life and vitality in all of its forms...a source of blessing. A tree might be thought to 
link heaven and earth or provide divine knowledge (Gen. 2:17; 3:1-7). These are just a few characteristics that 
showcase their significance in the minds of the people of the day. 
 
In Nebuchadnezzar's dream, the tree is in the midst of the land - in the center of world activity. The tree has 
great height and reaches heaven, as though providing a gateway to the gods (Gen. 11:4- tower of Babel). It is 
visible to the whole earth, strong and large, indestructible. Its fruit feeds the nations, and its leaves provide 
shade for animals and humans. Birds dwell in its branches. The tree represents a mighty empire, with its ruler 
providing food, shelter, and protection for all creatures. With a tree like this, is God even needed?” 
 
Why is all of this important? It is Nebuchadnezzar admitting that the “spirit of Babylon,” built on the “spirit of 
Babel” (Gen. 11) is doomed to fail.  This is a huge reversal in the biblical storyline and an epic admission by a 
representative of the “spirit of Babylon.”  It is almost on par with the devil himself saying God was right to 
begin with.  That’s how over the top this story really is!  What I love about it is not only the change of heart 
the arch-enemy of the things of God has, but the desire to broadcast that to everyone in the world. Even at 
the expense of his own humiliation.  He pulls no punches here and runs with the unfiltered facts! 
 
The good news he’s offering the world is the knowledge of this Hebrew God and the blessing he’s experienced 
through that God’s people.  A truth that harkens all the way back to the call of Abraham in Gen. 12:1-3 – “I will 
make your name great and through you all the nations will be blessed.” 
 
Would you be willing to tell others what its like to have God work in your life...including the good, bad & ugly? 
Ask God to use your own story as a source of blessing for people in your own world.  Ask him to give you the 
right words to say.  
 
 




