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Day 11 
Daniel 3:1-7 

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He 
set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the 
satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and 
all the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 And the 
herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear 
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and 
worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples 
heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, 
nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

“...had set up” 

What do you think of when you consider the word, “worship?”  Sunday morning singing and preaching, giving 
an offering and taking communion?  Dedicating an hour or so of your attention to God so that you can check 
that box for the week – or more positively, so that you can begin your week off the right way? Or maybe 
something completely different. But my guess is, some of the things I mentioned came immediately to mind.  
Our worship gatherings have a consistent quality that centers around the reality of Jesus.  We perform this 
ritual every week to be reminded of what is important to us.  Christian worship reminds us that we live in a 
Kingdom reality with Jesus as our King.  

Worship gatherings, Christian or other kinds are designed to create values inside of you that you can live out in 
your daily life.  This is exactly what Nebuchadnezzer was up to.  The phrase “had set up” appears repeatedly in 
today’s reading.  Nebuchadnezzer “had set up,” that is, he designs or engineers certain conditions in order to 
create certain responses and values.  His goal is to create a “Babylonian reality” or “Babylonian world” with 
himself at the center. The best way to do this is through worship.  He wants to do more than just make policy, 
he wants nothing less than total devotion of the hearts and minds of all the people (in all the empire)! 

Wait a minute...Didn’t Nebuchadnezzer in chapter 2 recognize Daniel’s God as superior to all gods?  Didn’t the 
dream indicate a “stone” would destroy the other kingdoms including his own?  Didn’t he acknowledge this 
and make a decree about Daniel’s God, even promoting to a high rank Daniel and some of his friends?  I think 
this is where the difference between “belief” and “allegiance” starts to become clear.  Nebuchanezzer clearly 
believed in the God of David after he interpreted his dream for him.  However, his “allegiance” was 
undoubtedly to himself, the Babylonian god, and the Babylonian way of life.  For him, the issue centered on 
how he could create allegiance to himself by mandating a pattern of “worship” for everyone to engage with. 
When the music play, you’d better worship...or else. 

Nebuchadnezzar starts this new “church” by inviting all of the top Babylonian officials to the dedication of the 
image he has set up. Who were these people? The satraps, heads of the provinces, are in charge of the main 
divisions of the empire. The prefects are likely military men responsible to the satraps. The governors are 
heads of territorial divisions, such as Judea or Samaria. The counselors are judges and justices. The treasurers 



are responsible for public fund management, and the magistrates are likely local law enforcers. Pretty much 
all the people that made society work.  They’ve come to the dedication, but are not allowed to think for 
themselves, only to fall down and worship on cue.  They had no choice. And this church was for the “best of 
the best”- first, with the expectation that “lesser beings” would also follow suit.  

Notice also who’s not there...Daniel 

What is the difference with Christian worship? Ideally we gather on our own initiative, likely motivated by 
gratitude (and grateful duty!). We understand that God does not force us to “believe in him” or even have 
“allegiance” to him.  He simply offers us free admission into “his way” and millions have said (often tearfully), 
“yes!”, “absolutely!,” and “thank you Jesus!” Why do we stay committed and true then? What brings us back 
every Sunday, what makes us migrate in time from just “believing” to strong “allegiance?”   

Something about the way Jesus’ “had set up” the conditions for worship that causes us to keep coming back 
for more of Him - and challenges us to give increasing amounts of allegiance to him.   

Reflection and Prayer: 
Why do you stay committed to Jesus and His church? 

What led you to him in the first place? 

Where are you on the continuum between “just believing” and “whole hearted allegiance?” 
(Don’t be too hard on yourself, we are all works in process) 

Prayer: 
Ask Jesus to show you someone this week that you can share the reasons why you desire to come to church 
and worship him. 

Ask Jesus to help you to see ways that you can move from “just believing” to “active allegiance” where your 
faith is expressed more in everyday experiences. 



Day 12 
Daniel 3:1-7 

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He 
set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the 
satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all 
the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 
Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 And the 
herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear 
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and 
worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples 
heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, 
nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

Yes, again!  There’s not only repetition in your daily reading, there’s also a lot of repetition in this chapter!  I 
mean why for the love of all things holy do we have to literally say over and over, “Nebuchadnezzer;” who all 
the public officials are; and the kind of instruments played; as well as “peoples, nations, languages?” Not to 
mention the phrase, “had set up!”  oy vey!  

That’s the point! 

Nerds (scholars) have maintained that in the Jewish mind as well as people who read this from the ancient 
near east, would find this story to be almost comical, if not ridiculous.  It is classified in the genre of “satire.” 
The “great ones” invited have no mind of their own. If the word “narcissist” wasn’t used at the time, it was 
still recognized as a thing - and Nebuchadnezzer has all of its hallmarks. Not to mention, compulsory worship 
like this is in effect blatantly dehumanizing rather than life-giving.   

Then there’s that one thing about bowing or burning. 

The story is also a parody on “meditation literature.”  How so?  Well, according to this nerd (and the Jewish 
mind), the bible is a kind of meditation literature.  The Jews were profoundly aware that if you want to bake 
something into your psyche, you would use lots of repetition.  That’s why you see it frequently show up in the 
scripture.  Their “poetry” is also of a kind that uses parallelism.  Instead of rhyming lyrically, it uses “rhyming” 
thoughts – repeats the same idea with different words.  The goal is that over time, with enough repetition you 
would find yourself incrementally changed, ultimately remade into something different.  The Bible is designed 
to change us through repetition. 

This was Nebuchadnezzar’s idea as well. 

Why is this so dramatic?  It symbolizes what generations of followers who read Daniel at their own place on 
the timeline had to deal with.  They often had their own versions of “Nebuchadnezzar,” and experienced the 
conflict of their allegiance to God and the demands of the state – or the competing voices telling them how 
they should live.  In this case, Nebuchadnezzar's threat is clear: bow or burn! Nor is Nebuchadnezzar's 
command an empty threat. Two prophets, Ahab and Zedekiah, were burned by this ruler (Jer. 29:21-23).  



The threat of "bow or burn" is a logical position for the totalitarian mind that prioritizes above all one empire, 
one king, one worship! Anything placed above the state is unpatriotic and considered treason. The tyrants 
acknowledge no authority beyond their own. This is why discipleship can be costly if we choose not to engage 
repeatedly in the values of the culture we live in.  This was the challenge of past believers who leaned into the 
book of Daniel. 

If that doesn’t help you see the problem, consider where this is all taking place – the plains of Dura.  Of course! 
That “plains of Dura!” – (you’re probably not thinking).  If you scratch under the surface a few thousand years 
before, you might find the remnants of the “Tower of Babel” (Gen. 11) – right about where Neb’s tower of 
gold is erected.  Babel is gone, but the spirit of Babylon is still following along on the timeline, even to this day! 

Babel, Babylon, almost sounds infantile, doesn’t it?  How could that be threatening?  For God’s people the 
spirit of Babylon is a force to be reckoned with.  It is the spirit that says we want to do nothing less than take 
control of your life.  I recently read part of Felicia Wu Song’s book, Restless Devices. In it she hints at the spirit 
of Babylon taking over her own life ever so incrementally:  

With my daily life so indelibly marked by the presence of the digital, I have increasingly felt that when Apple’s 
fan base hailed the first iPhone as the “Jesus phone,” telling than they could ever imagine. As a person of faith 
who has been steeped in the understanding that Jesus Christ transforms anyone who opens themselves to his 
presence, I can personally testify to the ways that the Jesus phone has transformed me since I “accepted it into 
my life.” My relationships, my work patterns, my routines of how I spend my time and how I engage my spaces, 
even the patterns of thinking and my heart’s preoccupations—all of these have been quietly shifting and 
changing. ... when I stop to recall what life had been like before it became defined by digital presence, I need to 
work at remembering: What did the experience of life feel like before mobile devices, email, and the internet? 

(She continues)... The difficulty in summoning up the memory of what that state of existence felt like reveals 
how clearly the logic and presence of all things digital in my life have incrementally but definitively made me 
into a new creation.    (Felicia Wu Song -  Restless Devices, p. 2, InterVarsity Press, 2022) 

I realize she uses bigger words than I often inflict on you guys, but hopefully you see her point.  People go to 
great lengths (especially corporations) to research, develop, and engineer products and platforms that will not 
only catch your attention, not only addict you to their offerings, but want nothing less than to create converts. 

Here’s why this was such a long read today: Religious ideas such as devotion, commitment and transformation 
are not only at work in church, but are the conversation of corporate boardrooms and other places that are 
competing with God for your attention, values and passion.  The spirit of Babylon still haunts us. 

Reflection and Prayer: 
In what ways do I see the “spirit of Babylon” at work in my life, or the people I love? 

Get on the balcony and look at your life. What acts do you repeatedly and routinely find yourself doing? (from 
making coffee daily, to worship, to chronic habits) What are they? Do any reflect “the spirit of Babylon?” 

Read Psalm 119, where do you see “thoughts” rhyme. 
Ask God to help you to have eyes to see where the spirit of Babylon is at work in the world. 



Day 13
Daniel 3:8-18 

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. 9 They declared 
to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree, that every man who 
hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and 
worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your 
gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. 
So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have 
set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not 
worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you 
out of my hands?” 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need 
to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that 
we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

“But if not...” 

The first time I read Daniel 3, the phrase above screamed at me like the iconic sign that shouts, “Welcome to 
Fabulous Las Vegas Nevada!” I can’t delete it, and when the fiery furnace in whatever form it takes comes my 
way, I don’t believe I have the option to avoid it.  Courage demands it, and if I try to avoid it, somehow it just 
keeps showing up.  There’s something about it that says if I don’t embrace it, I will compromise everything 
about myself that’s meaningful.  There are I times I wish I never read it.  But let’s not get ahead of ourselves 
here, Las Vegas is still a couple of miles away. 

Beside the fact that repetition is still haunting us – can you name all the instruments yet? - and 
notwithstanding the layers of comedy represented in it and the pretentiousness of the whole thing.  The 
writer of Daniel is wanting us to calibrate our fear appropriately.  You see, God is also in this story – despite its 
escalation from ugly to deadly.  

There will always be people who are better than us at any given thing and there will be people who will not be 
as good as you are at some things.  When we start measuring our value based on those two things it gets ugly 
real fast!  There were people not too happy that these young upstarts were showing them up and getting cozy 
with the king and finding promotions along the way (chapters 1-2).  People who use the above mentioned 
metric also look for ways to move in front of others who are beating them.  Certain Chaldeans found their 
opportunity and couldn’t believe their luck! “It seems 3 of the 4 Hebrews we cannot stand, did not bow!” 
“We must do our civic duty – for the sake of order – and report their non-compliance, immediately!” 

That is the way of the spirit of Babylon... 



Nebuchadnezzer is furious! You can imagine when he calls them in - how conflicted he was.  The people he 
just promoted are now sitting this one out!  I also imagine the spittle coming out of his mouth as he’s 
questioning them and then repeating the name of every musical instrument – running out of wind toward the 
end. If I were one of the three on the receiving end, I would have had a hard time taking that seriously – for ½ 
a second.  However, what blows me away is their response: 

“O Nebuchadnezzar...”, not “O King,” “Your Majesty,” but almost to the effect of saying, “Dude...” “we have no 
need to answer you like you asked...” 

This is either a tremendous amount of disrespect, chutzpah, or arrogance mixed with the naivete’ of youthful 
inexperience.  The reality is, in their mind he was just another human being performing their given role, with 
God being the ultimate authority over a more equalized view of humanity.  They were not drinking his cool-aid 
and they had solid reasons why... 

“If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver 
us out of your hand, O king.  18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

According to their calculus, the ultimate authority in this conversation wasn’t Nebuchadnezzer but the Lord 
God most High.  This puts everyone on pretty equal footing, regardless of station in life.  No doubt we should 
respect proper authorities, I believe this, however even “people authorities” have limits. And this “people 
authority” was presuming to be god and they were drawing their boundary marker and saying he was crossing 
it with his decree.   

Easy to say on paper, but what would you do?  What if you knew it would possibly cost you your life? Would 
you die for the cause?  Apparently these three had made their peace with the prospect of death and said in 
effect that the God they worship could very well deliver them from this nonsense decree.  BUT IF NOT...they 
were ok with that too.   

They would never swear allegiance to this golden image, their convictions would not allow for the option.  It 
was settled, they couldn’t avoid it for their lives and they wouldn’t! It was not a viable path for them.  If they 
chose it, they wouldn’t be true to themselves or their identity or everything that gave their life 
meaning...they’d rather die.  For them it would in effect be like opting to eat the worst garbage – and I mean 
literal garbage - imaginable vs. steak and potatoes or insert your go-to meal here.  Literally not an option.  
Sorry. (And... our God is able). 

Reflections and Prayer: 
How much do your convictions determine your decisions? 

How has compromising your convictions affected your life or the people around you negatively? 

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where if you didn’t compromise it was going to cost you dearly? 
Was the outcome of your choice worth it? 

Ask God to help you name some deep convictions you rest your life on and then resolve to reinforce them. 



Day 14 
Daniel 3:19-25 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 
And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast 
them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics,[e] their 
hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the king's 
order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the 
burning fiery furnace. 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did we 
not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25 He 
answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and 
the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 

“...and the expression of his face was changed” 

Attachment is a pretty big deal...at least that is what everyone from psychiatrists, psychologists and 
sociologists will tell you.  When we attach to someone, it means that we have let them in, we like them or love 
them and want to be around them.  We trust them and feel like we are on the same page.  It’s a good place to 
be relationally.  It is energizing, life giving, it creates a layer of peace and security that makes you feel better 
about life.  It is terribly important that babies quickly attach to their mothers, it sets the tone they say for how 
they will posture themselves toward other future relationships.   

Given the quirks, egoism and other things that have come out in our description of Nebuchadnezzar. There are 
glimpses in Daniel where we see his good side.  Historians have also commented positively about many of the 
things he accomplished that seemed to be designed for the good of everyone. I truly believe that is the part 
where “made in God’s image,” brings out the best in the worst of us.  Somehow, somewhere Daniel and his 
small group here found their way into his heart and...he kinda attached to them.  He was endeared  to them 
so much, remember... he promoted them to pretty high responsibilities (chap. 2).  You don’t do that to 
strangers, but people you have “let in.”  

When the “expression of his faced changed,” all that went away.  There is no longer any trust, trust circle or 
even an opportunity to come back in. It’s over.  He has chosen to let go. I believe the “fury” was a combination 
of personal betrayal and public dishonoring and he had no choice but to “detach.”  It is here that psychologists 
tell us that people move from being people in our minds to “objects.”  We no longer can see them with any 
feeling. In the mind of a power-broker like Nebuchadnezzar, it’s: A useful place to be if you want to make cold 
hearted decisions. A helpful place to be if you want to stay in control of a situation unaffected by feelings that 
cloud your vision. A seemingly ideal state to be in if you want to best your opponent and see them only as an 
object to beat and not flesh and blood. A strategic place to be if you are looking for the vulnerability of your 
opponent or prey.  A place where an ego-dominant ruler went when he felt threatened by their defiance but 
more likely, when he let someone in and they knifed him in the back.  How do I know all this stuff?  I don’t 
know for certain here, but I have read enough about company leaders to see the pattern and have also met a 
few “controllers” along the way to recognize the behavior.  I’m not sure Nebuchadnezzer was used to letting 
people in, but these guys...well they had a special quality that his instinct told him: these gents were safe. 



Why do we need to go there? Because something changes his mind, his demeanor and even softens his heart 
– something greater than even him... Jesus is the only one who can touch us at the deepest place of our being,
because he’s been there.  And unlike the rest of us, he’s incapable of betrayal.  Why do I say this? Because
church tradition has taught that the 4th person in the fiery furnace was the pre-incarnate Jesus.

The fiery furnace is also a metaphor used by both Paul and Peter to describe trials that we go through.  The 
unbelievable thing that keeps us coming back for worship is the fact that God often doesn’t take the fiery 
furnace out of our path, but instead goes into it with us. “Yea though I walk through valley of the shadow of 
death...YOU are with me...”  Is just one of the countless ways that God telegraphs to you and I that he may be 
unseen, but he will still be there.  In this case, he decided to show up and be the protective shield in the midst 
of the heat.  The safest place when facing threat-level 10.   

Jesus has no problem attaching to us.  The problem is us...we don’t trust him to do so.  They did, because they 
believed their God was able... They knew the stories, they had a few dark valleys along the way, prior.  Their 
God was able... and he did.  The heat melted even Nebuchadnezzar’s heart – only in a different way.  Only 
through Jesus’ care, intervention, presence, or whatever happened here did these three become “human” in 
his eyes once again.   

Tomorrow we will see how he responds. 

Reflection and Prayer 

Think of people you are attached to, what if one of them betrayed you or the faith that you once shared. 
How would you respond? How should you respond? 

Think of any fiery furnaces you have faced.  Did you ask God for help? Did he? Or was his response not what 
you were looking for? Why do you think that was the case? 

Pray for someone you know that has hardened their heart against yourself or God.  Ask him to soften yours 
and theirs and if possible to create a path or process for reconciliation. 



Day 15
Daniel 3:26-30 

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the 
king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those 
men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come 
upon them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside[f] the king's 
command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29 
Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is 
no other god who is able to rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

Although we’ve (I’ve) been piling on Nebuchadnezzar pretty hard in the telling of his story (and Daniel’s), he 
has a soft place in my heart.  Consider everything that is going on in his world.  He has the good fortune of 
being born at the right place and right time by the world’s estimation. He’s technically known as King 
Nebuchadnezzar II (eldest son of Nabopolassar), following his father’s rule.  He evolves from mediocre military 
leader to a formidable warrior waging several very successful military campaigns. After establishing the 
empire he settles into the role of “civic builder” and does so quite successfully.  He oversees the pinnacle of 
known human achievement up this point – is even responsible for the 7th of the 7 wonders of the ancient 
world – the Babylonian Hanging Gardens. This resonates greatly with our family’s own garden sensibilities. But 
what has impressed me most is the Ishtar Gate – a panel of which I once saw on display at the Oriental 
Museum in Chicago.  It is made out of bitumen – the only known mineral to produce the color blue in the 
ancient world. Some cultures didn’t even have a word for “blue” until bitumen was introduced. Weird, huh? 
Anyway, he has a pretty impressive resume and is clearly a man of substance.   

Why is this important?  Because of his response at the end of every drama he and Daniel and the boys are in. 
It always starts out by him making a decree for one reason or another, and - somehow the 4 young men 
become entangled in it.  There is a huge crisis and people are likely gonna die, then God shows up and does 
what only God can do. Finally at the conclusion, Nebuchadnezzar sizes up the situation and gives honest 
expression to where the credit belongs – God the most High.  It is a testimony in itself considering who we are 
dealing with here.  In this case you have to respect him for saying, “I made the decree and these men defied 
that decree because of their God.  Their God was on their side and delivered them, clearly, I was in the wrong 
on this one and now I have to make a course correction and defer to their God by giving him the praise and 
credit he is due.” 



 
Now imagine what people in their time and shortly after thought about the Hebrew God when they heard 
these stories and the testimony of the Emperor himself?  Did you notice that the words “peoples,” 
“languages,” and “nations” have also been repeated throughout this chapter?  Do you remember the tower of 
Babel (Genesis 11) and the people and languages and nations were scattered?  Now they are consolidated 
under the rule of Babylon, which is built on Babel.  Yet who is getting the proper attention, recognition and 
praise?  That’s right the one who was being rebelled against at Babel is now being praised by Babylon’s ruler. 
The spirit of Babylon is alive, but... confused.  Our God, well Our God is Greater, “because there is no other god 
who is able to rescue in this way!” 
 
The spirit of Babylon has an agenda, but so does God.  We learn in chapter 2 that it is no accident that 
Nebuchadnezzar is the ruler, that God’s sovereign oversight is at work. We also learn that God has a heart for 
people beyond the children of Abraham and wants to be a blessing to them and receive blessing from them.  
Who is going to exercise the earthly agency to make that happen? 4 young men, ripped out of their known 
way of life and culture and thrust into a foreign world with huge demands.  How did they size up their 
situation. God’s way or Babylon’s way?  In the end they chose the “God filter” for their lives and assessed their 
circumstance accordingly.  This was God’s hope and aim.  In the process he created attachments between 
them as exiles and through the favor they found with Nebuchadnezzar and some of his administrators.   
In this specific case God even used deadly circumstance to create the reconciliation of friendships between 
them and Nebuchadnezzar and restoration of administrative responsibilities. Our God, well Our God is Able! 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
What is going on in your life that leaves you are wondering, is my God able in this situation? 
 
Who is God leading you to reconcile with?  Is it possible that he may use impossible circumstances to do just 
that?  
 
Make that your prayer. Then look for him to move (at his pace not your own). 
 
 
 




