
Week 1 & Week 2



Day 1
Daniel 1:1-2 

Daniel Taken to Babylon 

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the 
vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed 
the vessels in the treasury of his god.  

People come to church because they are looking for something.  Perhaps they are not happy about the 
influences that are affecting their kids and are looking for an alternative place for them to find better kinds of 
guidance.  Maybe they are not happy about their relationships and are hoping the church can provide answers 
for a better way.  Sometimes they just come to church because they are looking for something that don’t have 
the language for, but hope they will know it when they see it.  Something going on in their life causes them to 
long for that “better thing.”  

When they come to church the first thing they see is the building.  It will communicate a lot to them.  How 
well it is maintained, how easy it is to access, how welcoming it feels.  When they get inside the building, they 
are expecting something different.  They know it isn’t an ordinary building, it is a special place that is located in 
the middle of “everyday” buildings that surround it.  They know it is a place where other realities can be 
experienced apart from the realities of the everyday.  What that special place means and what they expect to 
encounter is prefaced by a sense of anticipation that hopes what they find here will help them satisfy what is 
nagging inside them.   

People who begin to go to church regularly sometimes lose their way. The building is no longer a mystery to 
them.  They find that the people they met initially who they expected to be “better than everyday” are just a 
reflection of what they already knew “out there.”  No different in their attitudes and responses to the people 
they know at work, in their social circles, in their family, or at the gas station.  People with problems, just like 
everyone else, nothing real distinctive here.  Why should they stay, and is their “God” all that powerful in the 
first place if He can’t change us into who we’re supposed to be?   This becomes one of the first hurdles they 
face in their quest, and some won’t make it over. 

The hurdles continue in a predictable way. Some lose heart because they expected something different in 
their mind, and go elsewhere to find that “thing” that brought them there in the first place. Others, hoped to 
see change in themselves or family members, but the rate of progress was simply too slow for their expected 
timetable.  Still others recognize that everyone there is on a slow journey towards personal and social 
transformation, but that pace seems really slow.  

If they manage to progess past the initial hurdles, they stay long enough and pay close attention, then they see 
it.  They witness some church people go through personal trials, lean into their faith and into supportive 
people around them, and a transformation begins to take effect in their character and demeanor.  At the same 
time see other “church people” go through struggles and display reactions and behaviors no different than 
their everyday experience.  They make their peace with the levels of cooperation to the “God processes” at 
work and know that some get it and some go through the motions. They recognize and accept the reality that 
some church people pay careful attention to how God is working in their lives and they are obedient to his 
lead.  They also know some only play a pretend role, but are never honest about the stuff inside that needs to 
change.  They discover this series of hurdles can be difficult, but the reward of sorting them out is worth it! 



 
Ultimately if they stay connected, they have to decide for themselves: 
 
A. They are now choosing to reflect the new reality that brought them there in the first place.  
 
or  
 
B. Make a game of it and choose those things that are convenient for their own purpose. 
 
The text we read today is from a completely different moment on the human timeline.  However the same 
kinds of human responses have been in play and the same God is at work in the mess.  We pick up in the story 
of Daniel that a moment is occurring where God is now allowing this “church” to disintegrate.  In the story, 
godless people from “outside” are now plundering the furnishings and repurposing them for their own use. 
Things had become pretty bad “at church.” Most lost the desire to reflect the new reality their God was 
hoping to display and opted instead for playing “religious games” on their own terms.  The “God” of that 
church had seen enough and gave them over to the world they never really left.  
 
 
Reflection and Prayer: 
 
What is my relationship to church? 
 
• A place where I am still seeking answers to questions that I’m still finding language for. 
 
• A place where I know a different reality exists and I’m finding my way into that new reality. 
 
• A place where I’m experience God at work in a slow, patient, yet discernable way. 
 
• A place where I’m kind of playing a game if I’m honest, I’m pretty content with my routine and relationship  
  to my church.   I’d prefer not to change things. 
 
• A place where _____________________________________? 
 
Prayer: 
 
Ask God to rekindle the love and desire that led you to church in the first place 
 
Ask God to help you see where He’s been at work in your life lately 
 
Ask God to walk with you on the journey our church is experiencing together in the book of Daniel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2  
Daniel 1:3-4 

3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the 
royal family and of the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, 
endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king's palace, and to 
teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 

Imagine you are living in a moment when everything has changed. 

The country you live in, the language you speak, the God you serve and worship, the culture and customs of 
the people, everything from the most insignificant and mundane to the most important features of your life, 
all different.  

That is the reality of the people being described in this story.  These include some very good people who were 
connected to a larger body of people once known as the “People of Yahweh,” the “Children of Abraham,” the 
“chosen people,” and in this case, the people who were the last holdouts in the promised land, the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin. These were people who suffered from bad leaders, bad policies, corrupt government, 
corrupt religious leaders and corrupt kings.  The decline had been slow and steady, the deterioration from 
former glory to disease and decay had come to full maturity.   

These were people who saw it coming and were now trying to make the best of a hopeless situation.  Some 
had lost faith in their God, others still believed but were disoriented by the new circumstances they found 
themselves in.  Their minds were calibrated somewhere between “catatonic” (shock) and “freak out mode.”  
They really didn’t know how to make sense of what was going on and were focused only on the social realities 
of the evening news.  There were others who became cynical and jaded, but still claimed to be believers.  
However, there were a minority of people who could read the social realities and the spiritual ones as well.  
These were people who were prepared, equipped and capable of being in the moment, being available for the 
purposes of God – no matter what they were going through. 

The people prepared were the ones God could use most effectively. His plan was not to give up, but to help 
people who had been playing religious games come to their senses.  Because of their stubbornness, the pain 
necessary to get their attention was intense.  In this case it required God allowing a foreign king and nation to 
do his discipline.  God took great pains to warn that this would happen, but like many of us, we tend to a pay 
attention to only the things we want to hear.   

I’ve met people whose only reason for coming to church was to “network” for business purposes. Some come 
searching for a mate, others looking for a place to sing particular kinds of music, yet others start with good 
intentions but are used to being in power so they find ways to take control.  And there are a whole lot more 
reasons for coming that I’ve seen over the years.  Usually what people end up focusing on are the things that 
are important to them at the time.  You wouldn’t think this kind of stuff would happen at church, but people 
will do what people do if they don’t truly surrender their hearts and wills to God.  They have that chance every 
week if they are truly thinking about what they are requesting in the “Lord’s Prayer.”   God takes those needs 
and desires that maybe led us here in the first place and satisfies them in a better way, if we are willing to do it 
His way.  Funny thing is, each of us are those people.  Hopefully we are following this story so we can learn to 
surrender our wills better and obey his purposes more effectively. 



As we mentioned there were people in this story who had routinely recited their version of the “Lord’s Prayer” 
and surrendered their own agendas for those of the Lord.  The test for them was when the Lord took 
everything away from them, would He still find them to be true?   
 
In this case God allowed the foreign king to take the best from His nation and place them into service for that 
king.  The policy for the Babylonian king was to leverage the talents of the most capable people from the 
nations that had been defeated.  His goal was to “retrain” them so that their abilities would serve his interests 
and the interests of the Babylonian nation.  If you cooperated it could go very well for you, maybe even better 
than you had it before!  If you didn’t it would cost your life and your family.  The punishment would likely be 
public, humiliating and painful.   
 
What this impossible situation revealed for those who had to play the game was that only God could be in a 
position great enough to get you through it.  The forces were just too strong.  If you played, you would very 
possibly lose your identity through the time you would spend getting re-programmed, go crazy trying to 
uphold divided loyalties to a captor nation and former defeated nation (and their gods (God).  Or you would 
lose your life because you wouldn’t cooperate. Not to mention the antagonism, racism, bureaucratic and 
tyrannically forces you would have to face daily.  It would appear to be pretty hopeless.  
 
Thankfully this story doesn’t end here, but sets us up with a sense of anticipation regarding how people will 
respond under such uncertainty.   
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
• Can you think of a time when it felt like every part of your world had been turned upside down? 
 
• What effect did that have on you? 
 
• How would you say your view of looked at that time? (Or now if that is your situation) 
 
  • Fearful and uncertain?  
 
  • Hopeless? 
 
  • Cynical and jaded? 
 
  • Trusting the despite all indicators, God is in control and He has a purpose. 
 
Prayer: 
 
Ask God to help you with your view of your world. If any of the above apply, ask him to help you move through 
it to a place of surrender and obedience. 
 
Ask God to help our church to discover His purpose as we God through the book of Daniel in this message 
series.  
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3 
Daniel 1:5-7 

5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They 
were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before the king. 6 
Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the 
eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called 
Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 

Why would Daniel be called “Belteshazzar”, Hananiah renamed “Shadrach”,  Mishael rebranded as “Meshach” 
and “Abdnego” be the one formerly known as Azariah?   

Because words paint pictures pointing to new realities. 

“Belteshazzar” means “May Bel (the god Marduk) protect his life.” His identity used to be Daniel, “God is my 
Judge” – (as in ‘overseer’ from the book of Judges).  

Hanaiah = “the Lord shows grace,” now becomes “Shadrach = “command of Aku, the moon-god).  

Mishael meant – “Who is like God?,” and he’s supposed to morph into Meshach, i.e. “who is like Aku, the 
moon god?”  

Finally Azariah’s identity moves from “the Lord helps” and is now distorted into, “servant of Nabu (the son of 
Marduk).”   

New names, new identities, new gods to identify with.  Question.  What if the characteristics of these new 
gods are dramatically different than the God of Israel? Do the names really matter? 

Our brains are capable of thinking through pictures, symbols and language. A picture produces a thousand 
words of response, a symbol is a signpost to a greater reality, a word is a container for ideas that we pass back 
and forth with other people. The Babylonians understood this well.  Their plan was to take all the pictures 
their captives had been looking at and destroy them, and then give them some new pictures to look at.  
Babylonian pictures that were very different than what they were used to seeing.  They also made new signs 
for them to obey.  Signs that pointed to new realities, Babylonian realities.  The signs that directed people 
along the Babylonian way.   

Then there were words...   Words that no longer carried “chosen people” ideas, but words that carried 
“Babylon is great” ideas.  Like new terms that had to be learned and adapted into your way of life in the last 
few decades. Just since I’ve been at FCC, new words have come into the communication horizon such as: 
“search engine,” “online,” “google,” “text me,” “technology,” “science,” “bandwidth,” “digital,” “AI,” 
“driverless,” “screen time,” “attention deficit,” “remote work, learning” “outsourcing,” “globalization,” 
“iphone,” “adulting,” “vegan,” “Keto,” “gender fluidity,” and “bio-enhancement.” These are just to name a few 
every-day terms that we hear and use and think nothing of it.  Teleport yourself back to 1995 and you might 
have no idea what people are talking about, if you do kinda understand, then go back to 1985 and they will 
make no sense at all! 

Amazing words I don’t hear much about today include “Jesus” (non-profane), Apostle Paul, Gospel, heaven, 
hell (non-profane), Abraham, Psalms, creation, sin, eternity, providence, protestant work ethic, communion, 
holy (non-profane), righteous, redemption, Babylon, bible, Old/New testament, and wisdom – at least in non-



religious settings and if so, in mostly a negative light.   Technology, science, food, and sexuality are defining 
categories, creating their own language to carry their freight of ideas. We see them every day. We are 
incrementally being re-defined by them every day. 
 
Interestingly, the Babylonians were way ahead of us and knew that the old vocabulary was outdated and had 
to be replaced with more relevant terminology if they were truly going to rule the world. In order for 
“Israelites” to become “practical Babylonians,” they needed to get in the habit of using some new words and 
put the old ones on a shelf somewhere, best yet, get rid of them altogether. 

 
New words create new kinds of people.  They become the source for the ideas we fixate on. 

 
Words are hugely influential in shaping what we think about. We can’t go much farther than the limits they 
place on our understanding.  We have to go outside of our commonly used words in order to get some 
different ideas.  The Babylonians understood this and were not worried that in time, everybody would step 
into line because they wouldn’t know any different.  Their words would all be the same. 
 
This was perhaps the biggest hurdle the people in our story faced.  I wonder, if we are a people searching for a 
better way, for a better god (God?).  What new words are involved in that pursuit?  Do people hear a foreign 
language when they come to church?  Or are they able to quickly pick up on language that can lead them to 
new places? Better places?  For all of its promise, some people still come to church because Babylon doesn’t’ 
have all the answers that it claims. They are look for new words that will lead them to a new way of looking at 
life. 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
Think of 3 words you find yourself regularly using. 
 
How do they affect your life and the people around you? 
 
Think of 3 words that are often on your mind when it comes to the things of God. 
 
How do they affect your life and the people around you? 
 
Prayer 
 
Think of one big challenge your are going through right now. 
 
Ask God to give you the words to pray about it 
Ask God to give you the words that can wisely lead you through it. 
 
Think of three people you would like to bless.  What words will you say to them that will bless them? 
Ask God to give you the words you need for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 4 
Daniel 1:8-16 
 
Daniel's Faithfulness 
 
8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or with the wine that he drank. 
Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. 9 And God gave Daniel favor 
and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I 
fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse 
condition than the youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king.” 11 
Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to eat and water to 
drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat the king's food be observed by 
you, and deal with your servants according to what you see.” 14 So he listened to them in this matter, and 
tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in appearance and 
fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king's food. 16 So the steward took away their food and the 
wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. 
 
 
How do you survive when the world as you knew it has been taken away from you? Stack onto that, the 
government now telling you that you must do something that goes against your conscience. How do you stay 
faithful when the authority of Government is trying over-rule the authority of God in your life?  These are very 
difficult scenarios that crop up from time to time.  Scenarios we imagine not ending well. Scenarios that 
possibly could be in our own future.   
 
The book of Daniel has been read repeatedly by both Jewish and Christian communities who at different 
places on the timeline struggled with these two questions.  It is perhaps the most frequently read book in the 
Jewish tradition apart from the Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy).  It has been 
one of the most frequently cited books in the Christian tradition as well.  
 
There were multiple copies discovered in the Dead Sea Scrolls of Qumran. This was a community of people 
who withdrew to a safe compound, away from the threat of government force and coercion at the time. It was 
frequently cited by John when he wrote the book of Revelation. In it, he references “Babylon” as the symbol 
representing the Roman Government in a form of symbolic code language know as “apocalyptic.” This, even 
though “Babylon” ceased to be a country centuries before.  Martin Luther referred to the book of Daniel and 
its dark imagery when he was confronting and attacking the Pope and the Catholic Church in all of its 
institutional power and corruption of the day.   
 
“Babylon” is a rich symbol in scripture.  It harkens back to Genesis 11 and story of the “Tower of Babel.” If you 
are not familiar with it, you should stop right now and read it!  The Tower of Babel was significant because it 
was an attempt to redefine the world around the purposes of mankind only.  It opposed God’s creational 
design we read about in Genesis 1-2 - where God made all things and put them into an order where 
everything mutually reinforced everything else in a good and healthy way.  It was a design that God said was, 
“very good.”  The Tower of Babel was humanity’s declaration to God that carried the modern weight of the 
phrase, “you suck!”  Offensive as that sounds, it was profoundly offensive to God because he knew it would 
lead to creation’s undoing as well as the humans who were made in his image.  
 
This was Daniel’s dilemma.  Modern Babylon in his day was a reflection of the days of the Tower of Babel. In 
fact he was relocated to the region of the world, Babylon, that rested on the memorial space of the Tower of 



Babel.  The same spirit was still at work.  God’s way or man’s way? My religious convictions or the 
government’s mandates?  Choices have to be made, not making a choice a means it will be made for you.  
 
This is an impossible situation with only one possible solution...God.  Daniel knew that God was allowing this 
for the purpose of disciplining his people’s ears and attention.  Daniel knew that he had to honor God first, 
that anything else would be not just a breach of conscience, but falling into a way of life that wasn’t 
sustainable in the end anyway.  These are the conclusions that Christians come to as they grow in the Lord, 
discover the ways of his truth and over time reduce the number of lies and useful fictions they’ve been 
consenting to, that the world has pulled them into.  We see the pattern, everyone is doing it, everyone says its 
great, it presents you with good and “right” feels...  but then it wears off.  What seems so right starts to show 
its personal and relationally destructive side and we end up destroying a part of ourselves and the worlds that 
mean so much to us. 
 
Daniel turned to God. 
God showed his favor. 
 
Against all odds, Babylon ends up losing this round. 
 
Go God! 
 
Reflection and Prayer: 
 
Name something you have had to do as a matter of Christian conviction or conscience. 
 
Did you ask God to help you do it, or did you try to do it out of willpower and loyal obedience? 
 
Does it matter, or should I always couple loyal obedience with asking God for help? 
 
Prayer: 
 
Think of that “impossible” demand you may be facing, ask God to help you with it, 
Watch for the next few days or weeks how he answers your prayer. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 5  
Daniel 1:17-21 
 
17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end of the time, when the king had commanded that they 
should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king 
spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 
Therefore they stood before the king. 20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the 
king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all 
his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus. 
 
Why do you think God gave these guys brains and mad skills?  Why does God give you brains and mad skills? 
Is it so we can find some esteem in being better than other people? Tempting.  Or is there some kind of 
purpose behind it that we are encouraged to understand.  Why did God put these guys into such a hot mess 
only to display himself in their lives from the inside of the Babylonian machine to those working on that 
machine that they were surrounded by?  That is some pretty intense stuff! 
 
To make matters worse, in this story there is a very unstable king named Nebuchadnezzer.  Now scripture tells 
us that he is only in this role as world leader because God allowed it.  No disrespect to God, but from a human 
standpoint that sounds crazy as well!  God is actually doing things in this manner in order to reveal himself in a 
powerful and dramatic way!  That is what these guys understood as the game plan as God gave them their 
mad skills to perform their mission.  This is the ‘locker room’ whiteboard game-plan now in “execution mode.”   
 
However if you don’t know the THE STORY and THE PLAN (of redemption since Genesis 12 – remember 
Genesis 11?) you will be lost and likely not know what you are doing.  These guys did and that’s why God gave 
them their skills. They were stewarding them for THE PLAN.  They had a clear field of vision, not obscured by 
lies, propaganda, useful fictions, but the truth – God’s truth.  Jesus said, “you will know the truth and the truth 
will set you free.”  Something about truth that frees our minds to think undistractedly, clearly, sanely, 
securely, and learning becomes exciting. You discover all the “easter eggs” of God’s beautiful creation.  You 
see yourself, people around you, even God with right thinking and right categories.  Your mind is free and your 
thoughts work together through your experiences creating wisdom.   Not rocket science, but Babylon is 
seductive and mind-clouding, we get lost real easy when we go there.  
 
When Babylon gets out of our line of sight and God is replaced in our field of vision, we start to see things like 
we’re supposed to.  
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
What is cloudy in your world, does Babylon play any kind of role in it? 
 
What about Babylon seduces you away from God’s ideas and design? 
 
Babylon promises that it has a better plan than God’s outdated ways, in what ways do you think 
we can do it better than they used to do it back in bible times?  This is not an easy question because the 
people in the bible are a work in process.  After all polygamy in the beginning of the STORY evolved into 
monogamy.  What role does wisdom play in discerning God’s purposes vs. Babylon’s? 
(If this is a little much for you right now, feel free to give it a pass!) 
 
Prayer:  Ask God to help you see yourself, the people around you and God in a more healthy way. 



Day 6 
Daniel 2:1-11 

In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his spirit was troubled, 
and his sleep left him. 2 Then the king commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and 
the Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king. 3 And 
the king said to them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.” 4 Then the Chaldeans 
said to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the 
interpretation.” 5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The word from me is firm: if you do not 
make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses shall 
be laid in ruins. 6 But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and 
rewards and great honor. Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They answered a second 
time and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show its interpretation.” 8 The king 
answered and said, “I know with certainty that you are trying to gain time, because you see that the word 
from me is firm— 9 if you do not make the dream known to me, there is but one sentence for you. You have 
agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the times change. Therefore tell me the dream, and I 
shall know that you can show me its interpretation.” 10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There 
is not a man on earth who can meet the king's demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a 
thing of any magician or enchanter or Chaldean. 11 The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can 
show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” 

Crazy is as crazy does.  It sounds like a line out of Forrest Gump, only it happened before Gump.  The story 
takes a turn toward the inner working of the mind of a king.  What we will find in this chapter and the next 
one is what a “spiritual and psychological” MRI would look like for people in power who do not know God or 
anything about him.  It is the mind of a person who is paranoid, trying to keep it together, trying to stay in 
control, trying to know the future before it happens. It is the mind of someone who has access to resources - 
money, military power, world domination and the resources of conquered states, psychics, masters of the 
occult, access to a deity (marduk) and the list goes on and on.  The one thing he was disconnected from, was 
God.  

God was withholding from Nebuchadnezzer something his resources couldn’t access and that was information 
about a dream that frightened him to the very core of his being.  

Sycophants do what sycophants do.  Maybe that’s a new word for you, it was for me not terribly long ago.  
Maybe you’ve seen the people who tell you what you want to hear in order to gain something from you. 
Could be status, favor, resources, power, or social capital by association.  There are individuals out there who 
only look at people in terms of what they can get from them. They become good at this as they learn the 
acting techniques that can enable them to endear themselves to you. They are students of the art of working 
your emotions and reframing your understanding of things. They are so believable that you are shocked when 
they betray you. These are the king’s advisors. 

Many TV dramas will showcase these kind of characters, maybe you’ve seen one up close and it didn’t end 
well.  God allows them to be showcased in his word and world because he hates their phoniness and 
pretentiousness. He disdains how they treat people “lesser than them.” He abhors how they manipulate 
others for selfish ends. When prophets speak of justice, often these people are the intended target. At times 
you wonder, “How can God tolerate their presence?” It would appear he did so in this story as we will soon 
find out.  Daniel even does a good deed for them only to see them have “knives out” later on. 



This is life in Babylon.  A life that projects “all is well,” and “if only you were privileged like us.”  I think God 
keeps Babylon on display in order for us to pay attention to what exactly is the “good, bad, and ugly” about 
the “good life” in Babylon.  Be careful though, because if you want what Babylon offers it may very well suck 
you in. 
 
The ugly side of Babylon is that in order to play you have to pay.  Nebuchadnezzer is playing for his life, 
because he knows there is a guy who lost and there is a guy who won – himself. He also knows there are 
gunfighters, streetfighters, and civilized T-Rexes in designer suits who are out to eat his lunch.  His paranoia is 
starting to unhinge his thinking.  The “sycophant advisors” do not have a ready-made response that can re-
direct his attention.  This one is a stumper, and they are in full-on survivor mode.  They don’t care who they 
have to throw under the bus, as long as it is not them. It doesn’t look good for them either. 
 
There is only one answer here.  God. 
 
Funny thing about God, these are not the kinds of behaviors that are even remotely sourced in His Character. 
Do you remember the name Belteshazzar?  Me neither.  This story doesn’t really use that name, because it 
doesn’t fit the character and actions of Daniel.  You know the name - “May Bel (the god Marduk) protect his 
life.” Daniel sticks with “Daniel” – “God is my Judge” (overseer). Marduk actually has a story and a character 
that fits better with Nebuchadnezzer and his advisors.  I think you can see how well that’s going. 
  
When God is not your “overseer,” you better be very good at what you do, because someone or something is 
out there waiting to eat your lunch.  
 
If God is your overseer, you can disregard all the nonsense described above, because he’s not calling us to live 
that kind of life.  Israel was having to learn this the hard way, so the book of Daniel has been preserved 
subsequently for God’s people to carefully remember the details of who God was in that story, how he 
worked, who the other gods and kings were, and how they lived a very different kind of life. 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
How do the characteristics of this story relate to your world?  Have you ever had to work with paranoid people 
in power who were always slightly unhinged and unpredictable? 
 
Have you ever had to work with sycophants and suck-ups who were constantly maneuvering the political 
winds to their own favor? 
 
Have you ever been caught in the gears of these kinds of people when all you were trying to do is your job or 
the right thing? 
 
Prayer: 
 
Pray for any circumstance that you may be going through or someone you know who is going through 
conditions that involve these kinds of actors.   
 
Pray that God will help our church to grow in wisdom and dependent trust in Him when we face challenges 
and situations that seem to God-sized problems. 
 



 
Day 7 
Daniel 2:12-18 
 
12 Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be 
destroyed. 13 So the decree went out, and the wise men were about to be killed; and they sought Daniel and 
his companions, to kill them. 14 Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the captain of 
the king's guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. 15 He declared to Arioch, the king's 
captain, “Why is the decree of the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the matter known to Daniel. 16 And 
Daniel went in and requested the king to appoint him a time, that he might show the interpretation to the 
king. 
 
God Reveals Nebuchadnezzar's Dream 
 
17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his 
companions, 18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel 
and his companions might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  
 
Do you remember in Chapter 1 when Daniel and his fellow captives were asked to change their diet? You may 
wonder if Daniel is dealing with some pretty epic stuff that concerns the known world leader, why is this 
chapter so pre-occupied with the question, “Are you an omnivore like us or a vegan?”  Daniel and the other 
young men who came from families of nobility were invited to King Nebuchadnezzer’s table.  This invitation 
was loaded with significance because in ancient times this signaled from the host that, “You’re now one of us.”  
Babylon is going to rewrite your identity starting with the re-assignment of a “better god,” the Babylonian god, 
who from now on would be reflected in your name and your life.  Babylon would be the driving influence in 
your life.   
 
What is so fascinating is how Daniel and his cohorts graciously declined the invitation, and argued that their 
way was actually the “better way.” Not in some obnoxious manner, but respecting the people and the 
situations they were called face.  Where did their confidence come from regarding these deep convictions and 
prospect of offending the known world leader?  How did they not only keep their composure, but also be pro-
active in the faith commitment?  How did 4 young men – who were called out of their land around age 15, 
forced into a way of life with values radically different than they were taught in church, who were forced in 
their sexuality to be re-assigned to the status of eunichs – eliminating the prospect of dating, marriage or 
child-rearing, not become resentful and defensive in their predicament? 
 
What is even more astounding is their workplace comportment.  Consider the CEO. Nebuchadnezzer is 
unhinged, because in his day, dreams were like reading the newspaper in reverse.  They would communicate 
things that were about to happen and he didn’t like the way the movie was playing out.  Not just once, but 
over and over, which meant that it wasn’t too many burritos the night before, but the decree of the gods.   
Then there was upper management.  Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard who had developed a trust in 
Daniel and so wanted to warn him that heads were going to role and he and his friends were on the list. 
Then there were the coworkers who likely didn’t care for Daniel and his cohorts who were “ten times better 
than them” (1:20).  Somewhere in the room jealousy and bitterness would be simmering in the air. 
 
Under these conditions, what we see unfolding are four men who were equipped enough by their parents and 
their church to be able to withstand the pressures they are now facing and keep their heads clear.  What is 
even more fascinating is the concern they show for the people around them who are so threatening.  Upon 
hearing the latest developments of the CEO, he doesn’t panic, but boldly asks for a hearing.  However, his 



confidence is not based in his own ability to interpret the dream, but the God who would provide for him in 
“real-time” what he needed to fulfill his workplace responsibility. Add to that, he immediately petitions that 
co-workers filled with animosity - have their lives spared. He could have very easily leveraged the opportunity 
to advance the rank of himself and “his community group” in the the larger organization.  
 
What do we conclude from all of this?  The four young men had formative influences early on in their lives 
that deeply grounded them in the grace and truth of God. They saw their calling and identity unfold in a set of 
conditions that would challenge them to the core, yet they remained focused on their mission.  They 
continually credited God for every good thing in their lives and sought under very stressful conditions to 
radiate his grace to people highly undeserving.  They took the opportunity when instructed to follow the 
Babylonian way, to turn the tables and become the “influencers” in their workplace environment.  They found 
ways to serve the people and the organization they were serving that would create blessing and witness to the 
God they served.  God does his best work outside the church.  Of the 20 miracles performed in the book of 
Acts, 19 of them were in the public arena. (Please notice how many times we used the word, “They.”) 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
Not everyone is called to be a vocational minister or to radical circumstances like Daniel and his cohorts.  
However, we are all called to rooted and established in our faith in such a manner that God wants to find each 
of us using the places were are called to go to be a pathway for blessing others. 
 
Prayer: 
Ask God to help you to have grace and influence in workplace and social settings where you may not be 
treated the best.  Name a circumstance where you can be a blessing as you trust God to show up and use you 
for his glory.  
 



Day 8 
Daniel 2:17-30 
 
17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his 
companions, 18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel 
and his companions might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.  
 
19 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 
20 Daniel answered and said: 
 
“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, 
    to whom belong wisdom and might. 
21 He changes times and seasons; 
    he removes kings and sets up kings; 
he gives wisdom to the wise 
    and knowledge to those who have understanding; 
22 he reveals deep and hidden things; 
    he knows what is in the darkness, 
    and the light dwells with him. 
23 To you, O God of my fathers, 
    I give thanks and praise, 
for you have given me wisdom and might, 
    and have now made known to me what we asked of you, 
    for you have made known to us the king's matter.” 
 
24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He 
went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will 
show the king the interpretation.” 
 
25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I have found among the 
exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The king declared to 
Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream that I have seen and 
its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, 28 but there is a God in heaven who 
reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your 
dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: 29 To you, O king, as you lay in bed came 
thoughts of what would be after this, and he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. 30 
But as for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than all 
the living, but in order that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that you may know the 
thoughts of your mind. 
 
If you pay careful attention, this drama isn’t primarily driven by the content of the dream, but the 
interpersonal dynamics that are taking place.  It showcases who the real influencers are. There are people like 
Nebuchadnezzer who appear to be in charge, but the reality is, 4 insignificant exiles from an even more 
insignificant part of the world are demonstrating their superior connections to divine realities. Initially 
Babylon, in all of its swagger,  was on the move to display it’s own cultural and divine superiority over 
everyone else.  However the tables are turning in chapter 2 when the highest people in power are unable to 
weather the threat of the circumstances they are powerless to overcome.  Even more, the God of Daniel is 
revealing himself in the middle of it all in such a way that his presence and power are undeniable.  



 
Daniel is able to inform Nebuchadnezzer that the source of his dream comes from no other than his “God.”  
He takes no credit for the skills he might have in his role as a wise man, but rather attributes everything he is 
called to share and perform as sourced in the God whom he serves. He is also careful to premise his desire to 
share the interpretation on the condition that all of his co-workers be spared of their death sentences.  
 
The most important “interpersonal dynamic” centers on the foundation of Daniels interaction with the king.  
He is careful to go back to his “community group” for clarity, discussion, wisdom and prayerful discernment 
(vss. 17-18).  If we overlook this detail, we do so at our own peril.  If Daniel, in all of his capacity, didn’t feel he 
was up to the challenge he was facing without including his community group, then who are we to face our 
own “Nebuchadnezzer moments” on our own?  This is clearly a “God-sized” problem moment and Daniel isn’t 
too proud to ask his friends to help him through it.   
 
I wonder how many times we face our own impossible situations without the help and encouragement of 
other believers.  There is no precedent that I’m aware of in the New Testament where God places challenges 
in front of his people and then expects them - unless the conditions dictate isolation - to face it by themselves.  
Wherever God has you doing something, he generally has in mind that we are called to go through it together 
whenever possible.  And from God’s point of view, it isn’t about just surviving in it, but to thrive in such a way 
that you become a driving influence in the chaos of the moment. 
 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
Where have I tried to be a strong believer on my own without the help of other brothers and sisters in the 
Lord?  How well did that work out.  Do I consider that a good and healthy practice for thriving in my faith. 
 
Do I have a community group of some kind, where I’m in fellowship with other believers where we can be a 
support to each other?  If I don’t am I willing to talk to the Pastor or church staff regarding how I can be a part 
of one. 
 
Prayer: 
Lord, help me to lean on other believers when I face adversity and trials.  Lead me to a community group 
where I can find strength and courage like Daniel. Amen 
 
 
 
 



Day 9 
Daniel 2:31-45 
 
Daniel Interprets the Dream 
 
31 “You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding brightness, stood 
before you, and its appearance was frightening. 32 The head of this image was of fine gold, its chest and 
arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 
As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, 
and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were 
broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them 
away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a great 
mountain and filled the whole earth. 
 
36 “This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. 37 You, O king, the king of kings, to 
whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, 38 and into 
whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of 
the heavens, making you rule over them all—you are the head of gold. 39 Another kingdom inferior to you 
shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 40 And there 
shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like iron 
that crushes, it shall break and crush all these. 41 And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay 
and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you 
saw iron mixed with the soft clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 As you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so they will 
mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 
And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor 
shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an 
end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, 
and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made 
known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” 
 
Image being in Daniel’s position. God has given him the content necessary for Daniel to convey to the king.  
Unfortunately, it isn’t exactly good news when you have tell someone that they are going to be dethroned. 
That what they’ve been able to enjoy and savor in terms of power, might and glory, is only a temporary gig.  
Its like telling a superstar that in a few years they will likely be working in retail – or something like that.   
But at least in this story, he’s the head of gold.  But what is this dream really about? 
 
I don’t believe the God of the exiles is primarily concerned about Nebuchadnezzers ego here, but the necessity 
to communicate to His own people through this dream that He is still in charge.  Of course Nebuchadnezzer is 
such a narcissist that he will hear only what he wants to hear and in the chapters ahead make it all about him.  
God is willing to risk that so that He can make it very clear to all that are paying attention - He is still in control 
and Nebuchadnezzer is just a tool for God’s larger purpose.  
 
How often do we wrestle with question, “Is God really in control?”  Kind of like asking, “Who’s really in 
charge?” because as things stand, “The plane is flying but I’m not sure there are any pilots in the cockpit.”  
God is trying to assure his people that despite the current state of affairs He is controlling the uncontrollable.  
This is where it gets interesting for our faith.  God gives people the ability to make choices, to exercise 
personal agency, right? Yet He’s in control? How can he be, if we are making our own choices and those 
choices are making us into the result of those choices. Yet He’s in control?   



 
This keeps people up at night. I’ve made my own peace with it as I understand it this way.  He controls what 
we can’t, he let’s us control what we can.  Or, He’s flying the plane and it will land wherever He takes us.  We, 
however are in the fuselage, seated, talking to people, eating, walking around, going to the bathroom, etc. 
There are limits on what we can control and do.  There are also things that we could do, like open the door, 
but He tells us, “Don’t do that, its not time to get out yet, we haven’t landed.”  In a panic, we might try 
anyway, but there are barriers in place that make that very difficult, though not impossible.  Instead we ask 
Him to help us in our panicked state and He sends his messengers and servants and attendants to do so.  The 
analogy breaks down, but I think it’s helpful. Or He’s the Grand Chess-Master.  We are free to make moves as 
we play, but he knows every move and countermove and can anticipate an infinite amount of moves ahead 
what all the possible moves are that he needs to make. He then does in a way  that works everything together 
for good for those called according to his purpose.   
 
God honors our free will, will not over-ride it without our consent. However he doesn’t give us the privilege of 
writing the direction of history, only how making choices regarding how that history is lived out.  Our prayers 
to him are often a way of consenting to him that we would like his help, we would like him to help us with the 
things both out of our control and in our control.  Daniel and his friends gathered for this kind of prayer 
because they knew God was the one really in charge, but they couldn’t act under these conditions without 
God leading them through it.  Nebuchadnezzer, unfortunately is clueless.  
 
Reflection and Prayer 
What are some things out of your control that you need to begin to trust God with? 
Do you trust that He is able to work in amazing and unanticipated ways? 
 
Prayer: 
Ask God to help you trust him with the things out of your control. Ask him to help you include him more in the 
decisions that are under your control so that he can shape them in a way that also aligns with his purpose. 
 



Day 10 
Daniel 2:46-49 
 
Daniel Is Promoted 
 
46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to Daniel, and commanded that an 
offering and incense be offered up to him. 47 The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God 
of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 48 
Then the king gave Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 Daniel made a request of the king, and he 
appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel 
remained at the king's court. 
 
Daniel goes from zero to hero in 60 seconds.  At least that is how the headline read. The reality is, he’s 
working in an organization that has an unstable and volatile leader.  People have been known to be carried out 
on a stretcher at this worksite.  That aside, on the surface it would appear that life is good and the crisis has 
been averted and there are “promotions all around!” for everyone in his circle.  This is actually not a bad thing 
for the people of Israel, because now they have someone in power who can represent their cause. Did I 
mention this was an unstable organization, even though it was the envy of the world at the time and basically 
in control and writing policy for the rest of the world?  In the chapters ahead we will experience how wild this 
ride will get, but for now we can celebrate the moment alongside Daniel. 
 
What is important is the recognition that the God of Daniel is someone to reckon with.  Daniel has taken pains 
to showcase the merits of his God, even going so far as to say out of the gate, “If you don’t mind I’ll eat the 
food my God says is good for me and I will practice my wisdom the way he directs me.”  He did not know at 
the time things would escalate to a point where God would showcase His own wisdom for all to see and Daniel 
would be elevated to such an exalted administrative post.  He did not aspire to climb the ladder to that role 
and responsibility, but was given it as his own faithfulness and convictions were tested.  He never imagined 
that even Nebuchadnezzer would defer to his God and publicly acknowledge his greatness. All Daniel had 
were deep convictions about a God he had been taught to know in land that no longer shows up in the 
rearview mirror. 
 
Convictions are not so much something we claim to have as much as they the result of how we conduct 
ourselves when tested.  What we really believe is what will really come out when we face fire – and when we 
face the “atta-boys.”  Daniel is elevated primarily because he has the kind of character that believers and 
especially unbelievers take note of.  He is an example of a lot of things so far like, 
 
 • How we trust God when our world is turned upside down. 
 • How we maintain our identity when the world is constantly trying to steal it. 
 • How we treat other people in the workplace, even when they are hating on us. 
 • How we develop the favor of others because we are real and trustworthy 
 • How we lean on our community group to stay strong when the stake are high. 
 • How we trust – despite all reasonable indicators – that God really is in control and we have to  
     believe that at the very core of our being. 
 • How no matter what privileges, perks, responsibilities, accolades, or anything else that would distract  
                comes into our lives, our number one job is to stay focused on our relationship with God and to be  
    aware of the “why” behind all of that good fortune you may be experiencing.  
 



People saw that in him and through him, Daniel made a point to insure that God was going to be glorified as 
the source for his accomplishments. I think there are three ways he could have come out of the starting block 
and onto the track: 
 
  • Way 1 – Freak out – “The world is going to hell in a handbasket!” 
 
  • Way 2  - Complain, get bitter, then cynical, finally – hopeless 
 
  • Way 3 - Anchored to the truth of God, in a community of God, that is characterized by the grace of God. 
 
  Daniel shows us a different and distinct way to live our lives... 
 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
What would you have done if you had to experience the crazy life Daniel was called to live? 
 
Has there ever been a time in your life where you felt like you were in a situation or environment where you 
were out of place?  
 
Do you think maybe God allowed you to be there so that he could show up with you? 
 
What would be your role in helping him to show up? 
 
 
 
Prayer: 
Ask to show you how you can live a more distinct life that calls attention to the fact that He’s living in you in a 
way that is gracious, loving, truth-filled (– and not obnoxious) 
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