
GAMEGAMEGAME
OVEROVEROVER

2023 Lent Devotional2023 Lent Devotional



Lent Devotional 2023 
 
I’m convinced we are living in a special moment in history where God is bringing to the surface the 
shortcomings of the world and institutions that we’ve always thought to be “too big to fail.” Yet failings are 
everywhere and felt profoundly in supply chains and service breakdowns to name just a few examples. The 
recent disaster in East Palestine possibly illustrates how infrastructures are not working well. We hope things 
like this are not a harbinger of things to come, however our gut may tell us otherwise. On a personal level, I 
believe God is revealing our own shortcomings and asking each of us to deal with them. Not a comfortable 
notion by any stretch, but a reality for many nonetheless. This could all be very overwhelming for our people, 
except for one name who has changed everything in this mix...Jesus.   
 
We have been paying careful attention to him these last few years and he has made all the difference!  As 
we’ve followed him, maybe you’ve noticed the things about him that are “different,” that actually make “all 
the difference” – in times like these.  What is so refreshing about the name and person of Jesus as we’ve 
“tracked with him at ground level?” 
 
• Jesus is approachable to people of all levels of life, yet still inspires awe and reverence.   
• Jesus is sensitive to how others feel, yet very discerning regarding who needs a word of grace, 
   and who needs their humanity “right sized.”  
• Jesus is humble and lowly, yet wholly removed and separated from human evil.   
• Jesus encourages the questions of skeptics, but has no time for religious rules and arguments  
   that are not relevant to his redemptive mission.   
• Jesus treats everyone with equal value and respect, but gives special favor to the abused and  
   discounted members of society.   
• Jesus regularly acted with courage, yet in the weakness of his humanity prayed for the Father  
   to “take the cup” of suffering on the cross away.  
• Jesus was the embodiment of calm and control, yet purposely demonstrated great anger to  
   those behaving unjustly. 
• Jesus led from the front, yet sought to lead from behind (by serving) and beside as well.   
• Jesus saw the dark side of people, but refused to see only that, this included the crowds of broken  
   people as well as religious and political leaders who opposed Him.   
• Jesus knew the difference between active rebellion and foolish, misguided behavior – and  
   how to speak to both in a constructive, though painful manner. 
• Jesus was the ultimate servant, yet was, and remains, Jesus – the ONE who can lead us all. 
 
What have been some of your observations regarding how Jesus has helped YOU these past few years?   
Let’s keep following him together and see what He will be doing next through our church for the community 
and the world.  
 
Be blessed as you follow him through this Lent experience, Leonard 
 



Week 1 
 
 
Wednesday, February 22 
 

How it all began... 
 
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for 
forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, 
he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4 
And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 5 And the devil took him up and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this 
authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will 
worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
 
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
    and him only shall you serve.’” 
 
9 And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, 
 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to guard you,’ 
 
11 and 
 
“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
 
12 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 And when the 
devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the 
surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.  
 
This is how Jesus’ ministry began in the book of Luke.  It also is a foreshadowing of how the book of Luke will 
nearly end – a conflict between two very determined and purposeful beings.  Immediately after his baptism, 
Jesus is directed toward the desert to fast, pray and then after 40 days be tested and tempted.  It is the 
necessary path for the ministry he would be called into. It also sets us up to know who his mortal enemy 
would be as the drama of his ministry comes to a conclusion in Luke chapters 20-23.  Jesus has a lot of work to 
do before he gets there, most of which centers on what his kingdom is going to look like. This we’ve 
discovered is very different that the way of “kingdoms” (and governments) as we know them.  Jesus wasn’t 
buying into that approach to ruling, even if it meant he could be in charge of them all (minus 1): 
 
5 And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6 and said 
to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to 
whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”  
8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 



 
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
    and him only shall you serve.’”  (Luke 4:1-8) 
 
If you are a follower of Jesus, this story is also your story in some ways.  After Jesus was baptized, Satan was on 
a mission to recover or redirect Jesus from fulfilling his calling.  He was on a mission to take away what had 
been established during Jesus’ baptism.  Because Jesus had clarity regarding what would happen, he knew the 
human side of his being would be vulnerable to the tests that would immediately follow.  His responses to 
Satan’s temptations always centered in things learned from scripture and he quoted them directly and 
appropriately to keep himself centered. 
 
For every person I baptize as a pastor, I worry about this part of a new follower’s experience.  I know that 
more often than not, it will come - and I hope that they can endure the season of testing. I hope that myself, 
and the church this new follower is now a part of, is aware of the unseen battle they are going through.  I hope 
we all realize that the experience of Jesus will likely be mapping onto their own experience.  I hope we are 
ready, together to help them to stay strong. I hope we can offer language for their inevitable experience of 
testing. I hope we know they will along the way be asking God, “Why, if I decided to follow You, Lord, does my 
life seem to be falling apart?” It is a common pattern.  And I don’t believe God is the one to blame here.  
However, just like with Jesus, its only for a brief season. It will pass and it will get better.  The scripture 
indicates that after the test, Satan departed finally – waiting for “an opportune time to return” (verse 13). 
 
Lent is a season where we can remember when we onboarded into the way of life where we began to follow 
Jesus. Take a few minutes and remember your story of baptism and some of the weird things that might have 
followed that first year causing you to question.  If you can’t think of anything, then give thanks for God’s 
faithfulness along the way and up till now, regardless – keeping in mind those who are new to the faith. 
 
Pray for anyone you know of who has been baptized recently.  Pray as well for people who are considering it, 
to have the courage to follow that invitation God is making.  Pray that everyone has the language to 
understand the testing will follow, but there is a church family here to support you if and when it happens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 23 
 

How it began according to Matthew 
 
Matthew 4 records the temptation of Jesus in a similar fashion as Luke.  Following that event, they report that 
Jesus then begins his ministry.  However, they tell it in different ways. In Matthew 4:23-25, we see Matthew 
putting emphasis on the following: 
 
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24 So his fame spread 
throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those 
oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25 And great crowds 
followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 
 
Let’s bullet-point a few things from this: 
• He proclaimed the gospel (good news) of his kingdom 
• He healed every kind of disease 
• He delivered people from demonic attachment and affliction 
• He was followed by people from all over the map of the Holy Land and even the places “you don’t dare go”  
   beyond the Jordan. 
 
No question, Jesus is making an impression and serving notice to anyone and anything that would 
dehumanize, demonize or otherwise serve to keep human beings in captivity, pain and hopelessness.  
 
It is hard to imagine what this place on the timeline looked like, but a person could imagine it was a colossal 
blast of sunshine on a cloudy, wintery, north-eastern Ohio day.  
 
Matthew then puts Jesus on display as he preaches the most memorable sermon of all – the Sermon on the 
Mount. Like Abraham Lincoln and his opening line at Gettysburg, “Fore score and seven years ago...” We 
remember Jesus saying out the gate, these words that set the tone for the Kingdom he was introducing and 
the inhabitants who would live it out:  
 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:2-11) 
 
Verses 10, 11 and 12 are particularly important here.  They are a foreshadowing of what Jesus has waiting for 
him on the other side of his 3-year ministry stint.  However, zooming back to the beginning, Jesus is setting the 
pace for what life looks like when you follow him – “blessed!” That said, it might be a little hard to wrap our 
minds around all the unique postures and positions we take to qualify as “the blessed.” Not exactly what we’re 
taught to think, but if attended to, prove to be very true. For the next three years, Jesus’ ministry will show 
you and I how it is done. 
 
Pray for your heart to align with the priorities of the beatitudes.  Look for ways that God might be blessing you 
as you do, and even ways that you can be blessing for someone else today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 24 
 

It began with a nudge...according to John 
 

 
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They 
have no more wine.” 
 
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 
 
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 
twenty to thirty gallons. 
 
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. 
 
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” 
 
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not 
realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 
bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after 
the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 
 
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and 
his disciples believed in him. 
 
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed 
for a few days. (John 2:1-12) 
 
According to John, when Jesus launched his ministry, his mom was right there with him.  As a matter of fact, 
she’s the one who pushed him to get it going.  She saw that he was ready and took the opportunity of the 
“wine shortage” to get him moving.  Jesus pushed back and then realized it was time.  John puts on display 
Jesus’ humanity and the dynamic of an encouraging mother to a son who is prepared to “level up.”  Most of us 
don’t consider that side of Jesus’ humanity, but it is important to recognize these elements were in play in 
Jesus’ life, just like yours and mine.  It’s what gives him credibility as a “human.”  We also notice in John a 
sense that she’s tracking with him to the end of his earthly life – 3 years later.  His ministry is bookended by 
her presence.  She is only mentioned twice – at the beginning and at the end:   
 
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, 
“Woman, [b] here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home. (John 19:25-27) 
 
By the measure of procreation, Jesus had 2 parents: One Heavenly, one earthly.  Both play a role in defining 
his divinity and his humanity and how the two worked together for the “earthly Jesus.”  Mary represents the 
human side of his earthly existence and Jesus’ life flows out of this side.  It bridges into the “heavenly” as he 



brings the Father into the mix. (I would encourage you to listen to the sermon on John 2 from our January 29 
worship service if you want to know more regarding “Mary’s part” in Jesus’ ministry). 
 
Pivoting to the other parent’ in Jesus’ background, we discover in John chapter 5, two-thirds of the chapter is 
used to describe Jesus’ dependence on the Father to perform his earthly work.  We get a sample of it here:  
 
19 Jesus gave them this answer:  
 
“Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he 
does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as 
the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 
 
We imagine Jesus going around doing his “supernatural stuff” because, “He’s really not actually one of us.” 
However, John is very careful to show us that Jesus operates as a human being in all facets that we can relate 
to. The only difference is his connection to a different kind of Father.  The Bible uses the word, “only 
begotten” son to mean, the only one of its (his) kind.  That is, the only human to have the DNA from a non-
earthly Father.   Not hybrid DNA, but compatible DNA – if you are wondering.   The most important part isn’t 
so much that difference, but how Jesus consults, relies on, mimics, depends on and prays to the Father when 
he is performing his ministry actions.  The idea is that you and I learn to relate to and rely on the Father like 
that as well.   
 
Jesus needed to be like us so that we could learn to be like him.  It’s the only way his message has credibility.  
If he’s asking you and I to do something, then he has to show us that he’s doing his ministry within the 
limitations of his humanity. That said, he is able to show us the possibilities that his heavenly Father opens up 
for him - and I believe for us – as we trust the Father to empower our ministries of service.  
 
Why is this important? So much of what Jesus did is designed to be a pattern that maps onto our own lives.  
What he experienced, in some ways we will experience.  But because he overcame, we can overcome.  Paul 
goes so far as to say, that “we can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens us.” As the Father 
strengthened the son, so the Son strengthens us! 
 
Jesus is often presented in the gospel as giving his life over to his Father. His convictions and preaching would 
lead to his death. His future resurrection was in the power of his Father – who raised him and will raise us, 
from the dead. Much of what we want to hold onto in life can be swiftly taken away – our good health, our 
security of wealth, even our good name. What we share together in Jesus and in the Father cannot be taken 
away.  
 
Ask the Father to strengthen you for the day.  Ask him to guide you through today and to provide whatever 
you need as you go through it.  If he gives you a chance to minister to, or serve someone, ask him to give you 
what you need to do it.  Give thanks for mothers who help nudge us along when they see we are ready. 
 
 
 



Week 2 
 
February 27 

 
Questioning Authority 

 
Have you ever questioned someone’s authority?  I know of oppositional types and deep skeptics who on a 
regular basis question every type of authority that intrudes upon their lives.  There are also some of us who 
naturally default to those in authority because it just makes life a lot easier. We would like to believe their 
authority is legitimate and has our best interest in mind. God actually made us to have a relationship with 
authority that is supposed to be healthy. Originally, in the Garden, He had authority over us, and we had 
authority over the world. Since things broke down, we now have to sort through who’s a legitimate authority 
and who’s not. This is where it get’s complicated. Jesus is going to show us the way to sort out who’s legit and 
who’s not - when it comes to discerning who has the right to be in charge. 
 
As we begin exploring the last days of Jesus in Luke 20-23, we find the “authority” question driving the 
storyline. Jesus has created enough waves with the “powers that be,” they are now starting to take action 
against him. The problem they face is the threat he is to the very foundations in which their authority rests.  If 
you like drama, then put your tray table up and your seat back in the full upright position – it’s going to get 
pretty bumpy before this plane lands. Even air traffic control can’t be trusted on this flight! 
 
One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the 
scribes with the elders came up 2 and said to him, “Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is 
that gave you this authority.” 3 He answered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, 4 was the 
baptism of John from heaven or from man?” 5 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From man,’ all the people will 
stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they did not 
know where it came from. 8 And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.” (Luke 20:1-7) 
 
This is where things really start to escalate. Expect the intensity to ratchet up as we go along. Jesus is teaching 
in a way that is authoritative but clearly not “authorized” by those in charge of the religious establishment. 
These kind of skirmishes are often what really turns people off from church. However, those of us who believe 
there are legitimate kinds of authority to be trusted, recognize there is always a battle occurring where “voices 
of authority” are competing for our allegiance. We have a responsibility to sift through those voices if we are 
committed to letting truth and reality govern our lives. Jesus was questioning the authority of those who were 
keeping people from the truth of God and the reality of our relationship with him. This is about as high-stakes 
as it gets. 
 
How do we know how to discern which authority is legitimate and which one isn’t? In this case, we see Jesus 
challenging them to see where their commitments were, what they valued. Once you figure that out, you will 
know what drives their relationship with their own authority. John tells us they couldn’t respond to Jesus 
because they weren’t willing to say whether John the Baptist was a prophet or not. Obviously, the crowds 
thought he was. Not one person had questioned John the Baptist’s authority, and eventually Herod would kill 
him because “he got up in his business” about his personal life. Question his authority though? Not really. 
 
The dilemma for the religious establishment was if they denied John as a prophet from God, they should have 
had him stoned – they didn’t.   If they recognized him, then they should have heard his message and taken it 



to heart. What was that message? Jesus is the Messiah, and you better get your life in order with him so that 
you would be a fit for the kingdom that was to come. They didn’t like that... 
 
Why? Because their authority wasn’t based in the things of God – obvious by Jesus’ question. Instead, it was 
centered in their role as the “religious establishment.” They were not interested in truth, only power. As long 
as they could keep people living in fear as gatekeepers access to the things of God – the Temple, they could 
stay in power.   
 
If you pay careful attention, you will discover in this verse and at least 14 more times in Luke 20-23, “the 
people” will play a significant role in how they navigate this story.  Most of the time they are trying to stay in 
control of them. Their fear is they will lose that control. Nothing is mentioned regarding “God’s redemptive 
purpose” or even “God” for that matter, when it comes to their decisions regarding Jesus. Only the fear of 
“what people will think” and the damage it could do to their power. 
 
For Jesus, what the people were thinking was truly important. However, he weighed everything carefully with 
regard to how the Father was thinking and then responded accordingly and appropriately. 
 
Questions for Reflection:  
 
Why do you think God wants to be an authority over your life?   
Do you believe he has your best interest in mind?   
Do the religious people and authorities in your world reflect his redemptive purposes in Jesus or are they 
primarily concerned about “what people will think?”   
 
What are you primarily concerned about today? If it involves what people think, ask God to give you wisdom 
regarding the best way to respond. If it involves God’s thoughts, ask him to continue to help you think more 
and more like Jesus. 
 
Pray for those in authority over you – whether they are religious or civil servants.  Pray that they will walk 
humbly and act justly in their roles – for the well-being of all who are affected by their lead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 28 
 



Workplace Hazards 
 
9 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went 
into another country for a long while. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they 
would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-
handed. 11 And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away 
empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 13 Then the owner of 
the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 But when 
the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be 
ours.’ 15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard 
do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard 
this, they said, “Surely not!” 17 But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 
 
“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone’? 
 
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
(Luke 20:9-18) 
 
Jesus turns up the heat even more in this brewing contest between himself and the religious establishment.  
He plays back the reel and the timeline serves up a history of beating and destroying prophets who spoke 
against the injustices that were violating God’s people and their access to him.  These included leading people 
into worship of other gods, exploiting the poor through heavy taxation and appropriation of property through 
usury, forms of human trafficking and even promoting human sacrifice - and the list goes on and on. When 
they were called out by the prophets, they did their best to delete them and their message. No first-century 
Jew would have needed to be told that the owner stood for God, the farmers for Israel – especially those 
leading, and the messengers for the prophets.  To do the work of the Lord and follow his authoritative voice 
was hazardous under these conditions. 
 
In real-time, Jesus is declaring now that the Landowner’s son has arrived a murder was about to occur.  He 
takes the plotline of Luke to the “almost” end and states to his rivals, “This is where we’re headed.”  The 
tension at this point would require a chainsaw to cut, glares icy and hate-filled toward Jesus.  He “threw 
down.” How would they respond? 
 
The thing buried in this weaponized parable is the “fruit” part.  This is really the heart of the matter.  By 
design, Israel’s whole reason for being centered not so much on the privilege of being God’s people, but the 
responsibility to be the light-bearers to the nations who were captive to other “gods.”  The hope was the 
world that rebelled at the tower of Babel and was scattered into 70 nations with “gods” appointed over them 
(Deuteronomy 32:7-9), would get sick of living disconnected from God and turn back to him.  The “mission” of 
the Children of Abraham was to be there for them as credible representatives of the character of the God they 
served. The “fruit” would be those lives from the 70 nations who were drawn in by what they saw in the lives 
of the Israelites.  This “reconnection” back to himself was why “God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten son.” It was the chief reason Israel was called into being in the first place. The problem was, this 
mission was completely lost on the religious establishment back then...and in Jesus day.  
 
The “workplace hazard” for Jesus was that in his own territory, with his own people the script had been almost 
completely re-written and he wasn’t following it.  His response would be to re-rewrite the script back to the 
original design and begin to put the world back into order through his Kingdom teachings and ministries.  This 
would cost him his life, but it meant that much to him. Why?  



 
It was for us. 
 
For reflection: 
Is your “religion” mostly self-serving?  If it is, it might be for a couple of reasons: 
 
1. You are new and still figuring it out. In this case it should be kind of self serving as you come online with 
your faith. As you grow, his presence starts to grow in you and you pivot more and more toward “other 
serving.” You start to see life more and more through his eyes because those eyes see what’s important a lot 
more clearly. 
 
2. You’ve gone to church for years but it’s mostly “you and Jesus.” Somehow you missed it, his mission 
through your life never activated and you somehow got stuck in self-centeredness, narcissism, pride or just 
immaturity of faith. It sounds harsh, but it really isn’t where God wants to keep you. He loves you too much 
for that! He sees much more in you than you can currently see in yourself and he wants you to take steps with 
healthy church people to learn the joy of serving. It is worth it! (I know this from experience.)  
 
Ask God to show you how you can move forward in your faith and grow in his purpose for your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 1 
 

Shrewd and Wise (Shills and Spies) 
 
The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had 
told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 20 So they watched him and sent spies, who 
pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the 
authority and jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and 
teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute to 
Caesar, or not?” 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose 
likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar's.” 25 He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 26 And they were not able in the presence of 
the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent. (Luke 20:19-26) 
 
Jesus is on his guard now, he knows. They however are no match for him, he sees with clarity.  He taught his 
followers earlier that he would send them out as sheep amongst the wolves. So, they must learn to be shrewd 
as serpents and innocent as doves. This is one of those sayings I’ve re-enforced with my kids. Remember, they 
are pastors kids and unfortunately they have a big bullseye on their backs. That part worries me, so I try to do 
my best to protect them. Where I can’t - I’ve tried to equip them with important thoughts like this one. 
Regardless, the wolves are out there. 
 
In this case the “wolves” are shills. People who are directed to trip up somebody on behalf of a larger group 
who stands to gain from these tactics. Often their approach works – at least momentarily - because people are 
trusting. I believe we should be trusting, but also discerning.  Learning to discern is perhaps the greatest need 
of our time. People will accept a lot of things they normally wouldn’t if the crowd says its OK or it is packaged 
or framed in a way that can be very convincing.  Usually, it is done like the tactics of these spies.  What’s 
presented is based on a shared truth, “teacher we know you speak and teach rightly...”   This is the “hook,” 
now the set-up and hopefully, the sting - a common pattern even today. Jesus however knew their pattern, 
“he perceived their craftiness...” and he turned it back on them with his own “pattern” – He asks them a 
question! 
 
If you counted the number of times Jesus answers a question with a question you would be amazed. Based on 
the Gospels we find Jesus only directly answers 3 (possibly 5 more) of the 183 questions he is asked.  
Regardless, Jesus actually does most of the asking – 307 times!  What do these questions do?  They often bring 
to the surface “the question behind the question.” Questions help to ferret out what the real motives are that 
are actually driving the conversation. They can be direct or they can be indirect – revealing clues that betray 
where they’re coming from. Question also help to clarify what is really going on so problems can be addressed 
at their deepest cause, and usually some kind of “soul” matter comes to the surface.   
 
Questions are also kind of funny.  We can command someone to do something, preach at them or try to direct 
them and guess what? They turn you off. However, our brains can’t shut out a question, no matter how hard 
we try. We are just too wired to ignore them. Our brains will try to serve up a response of some kind, no 
matter how hard we tell it not too (at least that’s been my experience).  Brains can be downright frustrating – 
stupid brains! 
 
Anyway, “marveling at his answer” makes them self aware regarding their own lack of game. Jesus frustrates 
these dudes to the point that they get real nervous and start to choke in front of everyone – they have to 
eject. 
 



Do you believe that God can handle your questions? Do you think it is wrong to question God?   
I’m not trying to create doubt here, but rather help you on your journey of faith.  Questions are a way forward 
rather than backward believe it or not.  Sometimes the religious establishment gets it wrong. Sometimes for 
malicious reasons, sometimes because we’re not perfect.  As a member of the religious establishment, I’ve 
had lots of questions, as a follower of Jesus, he’s helped me find peace in that process and I’ve learned to love 
him all the more for it! 
 
Pray for someone you know who is questioning God right now.  Ask God to give them permission to question, 
but also point the way through the things they are questioning to the one who knows our heart in those 
questions.  Ask God to reveal the way for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 2 
 

The Same Thing Only Different 
 
27 There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, 28 and they asked him a 
question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, having a wife but no children, 
the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The 
first took a wife, and died without children. 30 And the second 31 and the third took her, and likewise all 
seven left no children and died. 32 Afterward the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose 
wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.” 
 
34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who are 
considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons 
of the resurrection. 37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush, 
where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not 
God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” 39 Then some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you 
have spoken well.” 40 For they no longer dared to ask him any question. (Luke 20:27-40) 
 
Well, more questions.  That’s the way the game is going to be played, at least you’ve been primed for this.  In 
this case the question on the table is another question on the surface of a deeper question. To set the stage 
for this one, the Sadducees are a line of mostly priests that rule the temple because they are connected to 
“Zadok” the first high priest of Solomon’s temple. Their ascension to power after the exile is complicated and 
was derived through political alignments with foreign emperors.  Let’s just say they found a way to use their 
“origin narrative” to gain control over the temple as they curried favor with the foreign nations in control of 
the holy land.  
 
Why are they there? Mostly power.  They are considered by scholars as members of the aristocratic class.  
Mostly well educated, connected, refined in their tastes and lifestyle and non-committed when it comes to 
biblical truths that didn’t fit their agenda. They don’t believe much in the supernatural, angels, evil, sin or life 
after death. They don’t really believe in a destiny for God’s people or a purpose to be a light to the nations. 
What they do believe in, is policy and politics. In their minds they have a pretty good gig going and they don’t 
want it threatened. Their biggest adversaries are those pesky Pharisees. The Pharisees are a laymen’s 
movement of committed believers to the things of God. They are not recognized by the “religious 
establishment” of the temple in any official capacity. Pharisees exist because they mostly hate what the 
Sadducees are doing to the temple and the teachings. Any questions? 
 
Why was the “resurrection” question so important?  For them, they believed the early writings of the bible – 
Genesis – Deuteronomy didn’t teach the resurrection.  However, Daniel and other writings from the the 2nd 
and 3rd century BC did, as well as later prophetic writings.  This was a problem because people were starting to 
think about it more and more.  They were starting to talk more about a “new creation” and a “new order” of 
things.  This the Sadducees considered to be a threat to their institution.  They argued vehemently that the 
notion of resurrection was just nonsense and one should put emphasis only on Genesis – Deuteronomy (Law 
of Moses) regarding this matter.   
 
Jesus undoes their premise about the Law of Moses not saying anything about the resurrection, by pointing 
out how Moses does speak of the matter.  This surprised the scribes, who were the religious scholars for the 
Sadducees because the dots Jesus connected did makes sense and left them scratching their heads because 
they knew he was right!  This is pretty seismic stuff. The Sadducees just lost a lot of points on this one – a 



whole bunch of real estate just vanished on this day. Talk of a “new order” could only mean there’s an “old 
order” to be gotten rid of – them. 
 
Pray for God’s kingdom to settle more and more into our church and into our community as we work together 
and with other kingdom minded people, churches and organizations in and around Salem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 3  
 

The Elephant in the Sanctuary 
 
 
41 But he said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is David's son? 42 For David himself says in the 
Book of Psalms, 
 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, 
43  
    until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 
 
44 David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his son?” (Luke 20:41-44) 
 
We began with the question about authority, which was raised by Jesus' dramatic entrance into Jerusalem and 
his action in the Temple. His reply was to go back to John the Baptist and ask whether he was or was not a 
true prophet sent from God – “Hey! Is he is or is he isn’t?” 
 
This then led to the parable of the tenant farmers, which highlighted Jesus' coming to Jerusalem as the son of 
the vineyard owner. Jesus made clear for everyone that he was now last in the sequence of prophets but 
himself greater than all. This indicated that, as a result, he would be rejected and killed. We now know where 
this story is headed. 
 
We have then heard the question and answer about tribute to Caesar, which Luke has told us was intended to 
lead to Jesus' handing over to the Romans for execution. Execution for tax evasion which will come up later in 
our Lent readings when they try to gaslight Pilate with a made up story so they would have justification to kill 
him.   
 
We now have the question about resurrection; and this will be followed at once by Jesus' own question about 
how David's son can also be David's Lord. Huh?   
 
Each of these is important in its own right; but put them together like a sequence of stained-glass windows, 
and what do they say? 
 
They tell, in microcosm, the whole story of Jesus. They are a summary of the gospel. Jesus emerges from 
John's prophetic movement; he is anointed as Messiah. He comes to Israel, to the towns of Galilee, and 
ultimately to Jerusalem, with a message of warning and pleading, the final message from the vineyard owner. 
They reject him, thereby calling down judgment on themselves. He is handed over to Caesar's men for 
execution; and on the third day he is raised. As a result, his followers discover that he is not only David's son, 
the Messiah (as they had already come to believe); he is also David's Lord.  
 
This sequence can hardly be accidental. Got that everyone? 
 
Pray for the upcoming Easter gathering, where we celebrate the outcome of this story as it shapes the destiny 
of our own.  Pray for God to call new people to his church family at FCC and for those who are considering 
baptism to be able to follow that call. 
 



 

 

WEEK 3 
 
March 6 

She Gave All She Had 
 
 
45 And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 46 “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk 
around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the 
places of honor at feasts, 47 who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” 
 
21:1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2 and he saw a poor widow 
put in two small copper coins. 3 And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 
them. 4 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 
on.” (Luke 20:45 – 21:4)   
 
In order to really appreciate what is going on here, you have to be at the ground level and scan this situation 
through Jesus’ eyes and culture.  Here’s what he’s taking in and what he knows about the world of the widow 
in his day:  
 
As he’s teaching in the temple plaza, he finds himself located across from the massive temple treasury, the 
national bank of Judaism, where offerings were placed in large golden vessels. Jesus sits opposite the treasury 
and watches the multitude dropping their offerings into golden vessels. Many rich people put in large sums. 
Then a poor widow comes by and drops in two copper coins, which add up to about one cent or one dollar 
(give or take). Jesus stands and calls his disciples. Pointing to the widow, he says, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed 
out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” In the 
verse preceding this account, Jesus condemns those who “devour widows’ houses and for the sake of 
appearance offer long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation”  
 
The back story here is a widow in Palestinian society was practically an outcast. She had no inheritance rights 
to her husband’s property. When the husband died, the oldest son acquired the property. If there was no son, 
a brother of the deceased husband might marry the widow. If the brother refused or if there was no brother, 
she would return to her father’s house or turn to begging or possibly even prostitution. Widows, like other 
women, had no role in public or religious life. They typically wore black clothing to signal their plight. The rich 
often oppressed them by leveraging these kind of rules for their own gain.  
 
Let’s say the widow at least had a home.  If she did, the scribes had developed religious rules that in effect 
would result in pushing her out of their own home. Something like raising property taxes so high that you can 
no longer afford to stay in a home that’s paid for. However, the religious leaders glossed over their injustice 
with long and pretentious prayers. After taking the scribes to the woodshed for “devouring widows’ houses,” 
Jesus turns and highlights the widow’s faithfulness. The rich - probably Sadducees and nobles from aristocratic 
families - were putting “large sums” of pure silver coins into the golden temple vessels. The poor widow drops 
in two copper leptons - the smallest Greek coin in circulation. It took 128 of these leptons to equal one 
denarius—a day’s wage. So, the widow drops in one sixty-fourth of a day’s wage! Yet Jesus tells his disciples 
that the widow has put in more than all the rich together! 
 



 

 

How can this be? Unlike them, she gave everything she had. The poor widow offered everything, not a self-
righteous tithe. Jesus, the story suggests, looks at what proportion of our wealth we give, not the actual 
amount. He affirms the widow’s generous heart for the things of God and a personal love for God. Certainly, 
she could have found convincing excuses for not giving the last coins in her purse.  
 
The Kingdom is in many ways the opposite of the established order of things. Here the poor, out of their 
poverty, give “bigger gifts” than the rich. These stories summarize the core of Jesus’ economic message and 
underscore the Gospels’ critique of wealth. This kind of “reversal” message reverberates again and again. 
Blessed are the poor... woe to the rich (Luke 6:20, 24).  
 
As we’ve seen earlier in Luke, wealth, when prized by humans is an abomination in the sight of God (Luke 
16:15). Lazarus goes to be with Abraham while the rich man faces torment (Luke 16:22-23). Those who store 
up treasure for themselves are not rich toward God (Luke 12:21). The nations of the world chase after 
possessions. Strive instead for God’s kingdom (Luke 12:30-31). The rich ruler clings to his wealth, but the tax 
collector Zacchaeus shares generously (Luke 18:18–19:10). Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth 
but store up treasures in heaven - Jesus told everyone in his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:19-20).  
 
You cannot serve God and wealth. You will be devoted to one and despise the other (Matthew 6:24). For 
Jesus, unhealthy attachment to wealth will compete with your allegiance to God. Jesus rebuked the wealthy 
and critiqued economic practices that crushed the poor to benefit the rich. Unjust structures – policies and 
procedures weighted toward the ones who wrote them, carried a double offense to God when religious 
leaders endorsed them with religious language.  
 
Jesus challenged the scribes by arguing that true religion stimulates generosity but never justifies injustice, 
vanity or stepping on others as they trek toward the top of the food chain. He challenged their “long prayers” 
as nothing but a “prayer sermons” for showing concern for the very widows whom they defraud, while hoping 
to project religious devotion as they seek to garner honor within the temple (Luke 18:9-14). This kind of 
“perception management” was simply more than Jesus could stomach.  
 
What does this mean for us?  We know James tells us, “True religion means watching out for widows and 
orphans.”  That gives us more than enough to chew on.  We all know of elderly – who were from a “trusting 
generation”- trusting authority of all kinds from a more trustworthy day – are especially vulnerable in this 
season of life.  Predators exploit their trusting attitude and routinely victimize many people you and I know 
personally. Stack onto that, the world of the internet and technology that moves too fast for them (not to 
mention us). As a result, they are prime candidates for grifters and con men to prey on, confusing them and 
robbing them with every kind of fakery imaginable. We’ve all seen these things happen in the last 20 years as 
we’ve adapted to online realities.   
 
My challenge to our people is to think of an older person you know, perhaps a widow.  Ask yourself, “Is there 
any way God is calling me to help protect them? Provide for them? Help them navigate the online world 
where they have no other path to access their needs?”  If you can think of ways I’m missing here, I would love 
for you to email your suggestions to: lamceinohio@gmail.com   Put in the header, “Suggestions for helping 
widows.” 
 
Prayer:  Father, show me how to have a generous heart like the widow Jesus mentioned.  Also show me how 
to pay more careful attention to the plight of widows, orphaned and those exploited by dark and controlling 
forces. Amen 



 

 

March 7 
The Coming Temple Train Wreck – The Warning Signals 

 
5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he 
said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and 
what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are not led 
astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 
And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the 
end will not be at once.” 
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be 
great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs 
from heaven. (Luke 21:5-11) 
 
Lingering in the backdrop of this Lent devotional story is another story that overlaps with Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. If you can imagine the devastation that happened a few weeks ago when a train carrying toxic 
cargo derailed on the edge of East Palestine, you can begin to see and feel where this will be going.  Imagine 
the derailment happening instead in the middle of the city, in very close proximity to homes and businesses 
and important places where people routinely gather.  Then multiply the devastation by 100.  This is what will 
be happening to Jerusalem in a few short decades after Jesus completes his mission.  Jerusalem is about to be 
destroyed, along with everyone in it.  Those who aren’t will be so severely abused and traumatized by the 
Romans, they will have wished they had died quickly.   
 
Now add to that picture the complete and total destruction of Herod the Great’s temple. A temple whose 
construction began 20 years before Jesus’ birth and was completed 31 years after he was crucified.  It will only 
enjoy 6 years of completion before the Romans dismantle it completely.  It will remain in that state until this 
day.    
 
When the train derailed on the other side of East Palestine, security cameras at Freshmark meat packing plant 
in Salem spotted a railcar with an axle on fire. The duration of which, up until that point remains unknown. 
Nineteen miles later, for reasons yet to be determined 50-75 rail cars would be laying on the ground outside 
of East Palestine.  Some of these cars would contain highly toxic chemicals that would spell certain death if 
inhaled.  It will be remembered as the largest spillage of vinyl chloride in American history. If you managed to 
avoid the initial release of toxin, the subsequent exposure might ensure that in a decade or three your doctor 
will be the harbinger of bad news regarding yourself or your child and suggest a plan for chemotherapy. Then 
there are all of those creatures great and small that live close to the ground where the toxic byproduct prefers 
to dwell.  Hopefully those dire characteristics of a recent experience help you to capture what was viscerally 
on Jesus’ heart as he said these words to people he cared for deeply. By Jesus’ measure, conditions for those 
kinds of things are more favorable than ever at this point in his lifetime. You can kind of see the handwriting 
on the wall. It would be nice to warn people, but where do you even begin?  This is what Jesus was up against. 
 
What really was Jesus concerned about?  I think he saw a breakdown in all of the vital aspects necessary to 
support a society that was in the process of coming untethered. “Infrastructure” doesn’t sound much like a 
spiritual word or for that matter a word we can even relate to.  Its hard to wrap your mind around the term 
because it is way of describing the thing we don’t see but also the thing that makes everything work.   
 



 

 

Highways require a kind of planning, maintenance and repair we don’t often understand or appreciate unless 
we are friend with an engineer. We just know when they don’t work. Same with sewers, same with electricity, 
fuel production and distribution, same with managing a city or even a company.  A lot of moving parts that 
affect the quality of the thing that’s organized around its driving purpose. Churches have them too.   
 
What makes them work? They have no life or sustainability without trustworthy people managing them. 
People who care because they believe in the cause represented through the infrastructure they help to keep 
going. Or because they have a work ethic and pride that says they want to bring the best energy and attention 
to their job, no matter what.  Or people who respect their boss and the heart of the people who run the 
company, who humanize the workplace. Or people who have good boundaries when it comes to technology, 
communication and digital relationships.  Those who can separate well personal and professional 
responsibilities and attend to what they need to attend to with a deep sense of purpose.  Without these 
things, accidents happen, things fall apart. 
 
What makes them break down, People who fixate on profitability to the point of seeing workers as production 
“units” and not human beings. People who hate their bosses and will tell you they didn’t quit their work, they 
quit their boss. People who have one metric in mind – the next quarter profits, the demands of shareholders, 
and the need to change the bottom line numbers at all costs.  Company directors and board members who 
budget thousands of dollars for lavish meals when they gather and then give pizza to their employees once a 
month to project how much they care about their morale. Or people who simply are unable to disconnect 
from their phones and sacrifice attentional bandwidth that might be necessary to keep their area of work safe 
and healthy. That my friends is a snapshot of what I’ve heard as a pastor these last few years.  I’m sure there’s 
more that I don’t see and I’m not really that informed to be an expert. However, its enough to bet the waters 
ahead will be kind of turbulent before they’re calm again.  Well, now that I’ve lost you... 
 
Jerusalem had become a place so corrupt that the foundations were beginning to crumble. Somewhere 
between self-preservation and selfishness community relationships were quickly eroding. This was going on 
during the course of Jesus’ lifetime. He saw the infrastructure indicators and their relationship to the hearts of 
the people and their attitudes toward life.  Jesus knew it was a matter of time before it would all simply 
implode. God was not the centerpiece to it all that he once had been – at least for the majority and especially 
those in charge. The coming devastation was heavy on his mind while he was going back and forth with the 
religious establishment. In his heart, the only social hope was to weather the coming tsunami and build 
coherence around himself, garnering allegiance and commitment through the new covenant he was in the 
process of making with his disciples – and all who would consent to it.   
 
This covenant would be a relational agreement for a new way of life that was characterized by Kingdom 
values. Values that brought people back together, for a purpose much larger than just making money or 
fighting off the Romans, or simply serving some selfish agenda or just being self-preservational, trapped in a 
state of chronic fear. Jesus saw a new kind of infrastructure being formed through himself and his disciples.  It 
would be the way of the kingdom lived out through a “together people” known as the church.  How they 
organized, lived together in community and created a healthy culture would characterize what this new 
“infrastructure” would look like.  The hope would be that it would lead to life giving things ahead.  
 
Jesus was scaring people with his talk, only because he was the only one in a position to read the newspaper 
from from the future.  He doesn’t however leave us trapped in room full of fear and foreboding without 
revealing behind the curtain a window filled with a compelling vista and a key to get out. Ask God to help you 
be a light to the people around you, so they can find the basis for hope that you harbor in your own heart. 



 

 

March 8 
When You Choose Me, You Might Get Cancelled by Friend and Foe 

 
12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. 13 This 
will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand 
how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to 
withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, 
and some of you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of 
your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives. (Luke 21:12-19) 
 
Jesus knows the good news he has brought to the world through his life and ministry doesn’t come without a 
great deal of resistance.  It is that way with any kind of significant change. He spent three years challenging the 
order of things as they served to dehumanize and detract from the things of God. It would come at a price and 
what we are going through this lent is a careful look at what it cost for us to know the privilege of our 
salvation.  Early followers and church members weren’t exempt either. They experienced the fallout long after 
Jesus had departed. Jesus wanted to be realistic and honest regarding the coming the persecution of God’s 
people.  
 
This actually starts almost immediately after the crucifixion, and large portions of Acts can be read as initial 
fulfillments of this prophecy. In that telling, we see that enemies will lay hands on them, persecute them, and 
confine them to prisons. Some of this persecution will come from Judaism because the disciples are still 
connected to the Jewish synagogues for worship. Policies regarding the followers of Jesus will be established 
after the destruction of temple. This will single out Christians who will be labelled “polytheists” because they 
worship both Yahweh and Jesus. They will be kicked out of their communities and considered “dead” by many 
family members.  
 
Emboldened because they have to make a choice regarding their allegiance to Jesus that costs them lifelong 
friends and family they move proactively with the gospel, testifying before kings and governors (e.g., Paul, 
who testified before Herod Agrippa, Felix, Festus, and even Caesar). The persecution is religiously directed 
since it all takes place “on account of my name.” Jesus wants them to understand that before the end arrives, 
believers will experience rough times.  
 
Through these opportunities, the disciples will be “witnesses” for Jesus (v. 13). The theme of the “witness” is a 
major one in Acts, beginning with Jesus’ instruction and promise of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8. There is hardly a 
role more important for the disciple than that of witness. Sometimes the most effective witnessing takes place 
in the crucible of pressure about one’s faith. In such moments faith is seen as a central, serious, and even an 
exceptional aspect of a person’s life. These disciples will have the chance to step up to the public microphone 
and testify to him. 
 
Jesus therefore tells the disciples not to worry about how they will undertake their defense. Luke 12:11–12 
already made such a promise, but the fact that Jesus repeats it shows how important a commitment God 
makes to anyone who will testify to him. Here Jesus says he will give them the words to say, while in Luke 12 it 
was the Spirit. The difference indicates how closely together Jesus and the Spirit work. He is the one who 
sends the Spirit, who in turn enables us to stand for him. Jesus will give them answers to silence their 
opponents (see Acts 4–5; 7; 24–26) ... Some may even be martyred for their faith.  



 

 

Deciding for Jesus can be serious business. Jesus goes on to give a word about ultimate protection (v. 18; Luke 
12:1–5). Though death may come (v. 16), not a hair on any believer’s head will perish. When it comes to life 
that counts, eternal life (18:28–30), believers can know God will welcome them. There is “no way” they will be 
harmed ultimately; that is why they can face suffering in the short term (see Stephen’s speech in Acts 7:55–60 
for proof). God will protect his disciples. To stand with Jesus is to have salvation. 
 
Jesus wants us to not lose heart in those moments where it seems the whole world is turning against us. 
There will be days when it feels like that for all believers. There are days that feel like the apocalypse and days 
where its just the stress and strain of believing different than those around you.  Jesus doesn’t sugar coat the 
truth but tries to give us a means to get through those days.  Because we have the Holy Spirit to encourage, 
comfort and guide, we don’t lose heart.  And because we surround ourselves with like-minded followers of 
Jesus through the church, we can even find joy in the broader suffering.  Jesus is deeply concerned that you 
and I are confident that he will be with us, leading us through the darkest of valleys. He wants us to know that 
it is not only worth it, but the unbelieving world is actually counting on us to be faithful so that when the day 
comes for others to discover Jesus, we will be ready to share the reason for our joy and hope. 
 
Pray for anyone you know that might be suffering because friends and family members don’t understand why 
their commitment to Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 9 
Yesterday’s Stories from the Future 

 
20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 21 
Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let 
not those who are out in the country enter it, 22 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 
23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be 
great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and 
be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
 
25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is 
coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, 
straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:20-28) 
 
And here’s some more depressing stuff for you... Josephus, the Jewish historian around the time of Jesus and 
after, tells us that a million Jews were killed and nearly a hundred thousand taken captive when Jerusalem was 
destroyed in 70 AD. Though some argue the numbers are high (Josephus is noted for exaggerating), they do 
indicate how devastating this invasion was. The situation was horrific beyond words. Food was so scarce while 
this was happening that cannibalism was rampant - and Jesus had to go there regarding mothers and infants. 
Jesus is trying to warn everyone, especially those devoted to him that Jerusalem should be avoided at all costs 
during this time. Those in Judea should flee to the mountains, while those in the city should try to get out. No 
one should enter Jerusalem. 
 
This week has been the hardest for an optimist like myself to write. The dire elements that permeate this 
drama can easily put one into a state of depression. If we compare ourselves to them, we have been very 
fortunate these past several decades to experience a kind of peace that is historically unprecedented. As much 
as we fixate on the news and its “if it bleeds it leads” mindset, most of us go through our days not having to 
worry about bandits, violence or plagues or Roman terror squads that were normal expectations for many in 
Jesus day. We are blessed with freedoms, opportunities, and security in ways that are often misunderstood 
regarding their value as compared to those who’ve never known those things. I think everyone should be a 
little bit of a historian so we each can contrast our time with the times of people past. The notions of 
victimhood and entitlement would diminish rapidly if we saw things with other people’s eyes who come from 
much more desperate circumstances. I feel they would be replaced with better notions like gratitude and 
charitableness towards others if we could see better across the timeline. We are a blessed people by 
comparison.  
 
Keep in mind however that we may be living on the fumes of a legacy of Christian presence in our society. 
there was a time when the critical mass of people were connected to church and families and were God 
fearing in their attitudes, relationships and worship.  That of course has been disappearing since the mid 
1960’s. Its fair to say now that there is no longer a narrative we share together as a people that keeps us 
cohesive anymore. A recent survey by Lifeway Research indicates that even the church is losing that 
cohesiveness:   
 



 

 

After months of quarantines and social distancing, however, Americans increasingly believe worshiping apart 
from a church is as good as attending church service. In March 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic was just 
beginning in the United States, 58% of Americans said worshipping alone or with one’s family was a valid 
replacement for regularly attending church, with 26% strongly agreeing. In 2022, 66% believe worshiping apart 
from a local congregation is as valid as worshiping with one, with 35% strongly agreeing. 
 
I would add, when people come to a critical mass of not meeting for worship, there will be no worship 
happening at home anymore either.  There will be no means by which we can transmit what we hold as our 
sacred hope to the next generation.  That historically only happens through worshiping communities – aka 
church gatherings. If you are staying home to worship when you are able to gather and don’t, you’re not 
helping the cause – or the kids who will inherit what we leave for them. Just sayin... 
 
As mentioned earlier, my default posture is that of a “hopeful realist.” If you were to rank sermons on a 
continuum of “fire” on one end and “Beautiful vision of the New Creation to come” – you will likely find me 
leading people into that new future space God has painted for us in his book on “coming attractions” 
(Revelation 21-22 and Isaiah 65).  This I believe to be true and a part of me lives there already.  However, I also 
live in this moment and understand there is darkness in the night, and joy doesn’t come till the morning.  My 
realist side has me thinking about the book of Judges when I look around and I can hear the echo of the 
refrain: “In those days there was no king and everyone did what was right in their own eyes.”  At this place on 
the world timeline we currently inhabit, more and more people seem to be making up their own rules as they 
go along. Kind of like having one body with a thousand heads. Who tells the body what to do? That should 
work well, right? 
 
Pray for more people to see that value of gathering together for teaching, fellowship, prayer and the Lord’s 
supper. 
Pray for those who are called to govern, that they would do so justly and in a way that isn’t self-serving. 
Pray for employers to understand how employee morale works and to foster cultures where it can be healthy 
Pray for people to understand how to have a healthy relationship with technology. One that is life-giving 
rather than life distracting. 
Pray for recent disasters that you are aware of people who are affected by them. 
Pray for the children around you, that nothing like the fate of Jerusalem will ever come their way. 
Pray that the version of the future we are moving into will have in the backdrop a much more robust presence 
of Jesus’ church and people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 10 
Learn to Discern 

 
 
29 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you 
see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until 
all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of 
this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of 
the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things 
that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
37 And every day he was teaching in the temple, but at night he went out and lodged on the mount called 
Olivet. 38 And early in the morning all the people came to him in the temple to hear him. (Luke 21:29-38) 
 
Discerning the times.  
 
Did you know there are two kinds of time that each of us experience? 
 
The New Testament as it was first written in Greek uses words specific to that period’s way of life and relation 
to time. In the backdrop of the Greek language stands Greek mythology. Not to be confused with the Bible’s 
view of how the world works.  The Bible was however communicated through the Greek language which 
carried some of these ideas for time that cross over in some ways. Got it?   Anyway, in that culture there were 
two gods associated with the two different kinds of time, which roughly correspond to the Greek words 
“chronos” and “kairos.” Those words have to be re-excavated from the greek into “American-speak” so that 
we can appreciate what Jesus has been trying to do with all this information he’s been giving us from the 
future’s newspaper.  
 
Those two kinds of time are “chronos” which corresponds to regular cycles, and “kairos” corresponding to 
progressive flows of events and and experiences and stuff. Chronos is clock and calendar time, measurable 
and predictable, recurring in known cycles. Kairos is less technical though just as real “experienced time”, it is 
nonrecurring and not as predictable, but it flows. Kairos is quality time, such as when we talk about having a 
good time together, finding the right time to say something sensitive, or looking for the right time to make an 
investment. 
 
Another way of saying it is that we all live in the same world, structured by five fundamental time cycles: solar, 
seasonal, lunar, sabbatical, and rotational; in other words, the year, quarter, month, week, and day.  
We also live in “Kairos” seasons: unique times such as the birth of a child, the college years, rehabilitation 
after an injury, retirement, or moving to a new city. It is this kind of time that Jesus is talking about here.  He’s 
essentially saying to pay attention, look at the characteristics of the world around you. If what you see fits the 
pattern of what I’m describing, you will know what time you are in.  Get good at discerning what “time” it is as 
you get good at reading the pulse of the of world around you. No question it is a date on the calendar, 
“chronos,” but are the characteristics of the moment prompting you toward the appropriate action? 
 



 

 

Jesus is telling his followers the times will say either, “RUN!!”  or God is up to something, and his kingdom is 
starting to take shape (infrastructure – remember that). If the kingdom is moving, you need to be moving with 
it. I believe we are also in a “kingdom moment.”  We’ve starting meeting with other pastors and church 
leaders at our church because on our own we have been discerning the times and have seen things 
characterizing Kingdom movement and Kingdom opportunities.  I sense not every church in town has been 
discerning this, that said, I’m trusting God is giving them something else to fixate on in this season. For us 
though, it seems clear that God is moving. In our lives. In our church. In churches together. In our community. 
In organizations in our community that can appreciate the kingdom agenda God is unfolding in 2023.   
 
Do you see 2023 as a “Kairos” moment for FCC, for Salem, for the World?  If so, ask God to show you what to 
do in response.  If not, ask God to show you what this moment means specifically for your life, where you are 
right now in relationship with Him, your own soul and with people close to you. 
 
Pray that we can discern the times clearly so that we can know what to do effectively and fruitfully.  
 
 



 

 

WEEK 4 
 
March 13 

So He Consented... 
 

 
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. 2 And the chief priests and the 
scribes were seeking how to put him to death, for they feared the people. 
 
3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. 4 He went away and 
conferred with the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to them. 5 And they were glad, and 
agreed to give him money. 6 So he consented and sought an opportunity to betray him to them in the 
absence of a crowd. (Luke 22:1-6) 
 
This is a pivotal moment in the cosmic timeline.  Ever since he tricked Adam and Eve out of their birthright to 
rule over the world, Satan has been on a mission to manage and control planet earth. God intervened with a 
promise, a flood and finally the scattering of the nations after he had had enough of the engineers of the 
tower of Babel.  Eight chapters of God’s frustration, humanity’s dis-location from him and the unseen satanic 
forces stoking a global rebellion, led God to call Abraham as a response to the world mess.  Eventually, 
through Abraham, the world would find the blessing of connection to God again and the earthly and cosmic 
order would once again be restored.  
 
The problem?  Satan wasn’t giving it up with out a fight.  By rights he had co-opted Adam and Eve when they 
consented to follow him.  He didn’t take it from them, he just persuaded them to rebel.  They did the work, he 
just fueled it with non-God ideas and promises.  That has been his method consistently throughout the biblical 
story – till now.  Before he was able to outsource the dirty deeds through fallen angels, demons, minions and 
humans who were willing to bargain with him or get beguiled by him.  Either way, he ALWAYS outsourced the 
work.  Otherwise, he would be guilty of consenting to the breaking “heavenly law” and forfeit what he had 
stolen through trickery.  
 
What changed? Jesus was proving to be such a threat, that the firewall he had established through minions, 
including the religious establishment hadn’t been getting it done lately and he was frustrated.  Every time 
Jesus was attacked, he only got stronger and more and more people were starting to listen to his kingdom 
message. This was proving to be a colossal threat to the one who promised Jesus three years earlier, “All the 
kingdoms of the world have been given to me, bow down and worship me and they can be yours!” (Luke 4).  It 
was kind of like an “If you want to get the job done right, you have to do it yourself,” moment.  Scripture tells 
us at this point in the drama, he was going to get his hand’s dirty for the first time. Actions will have 
consequences though, but that doesn’t seem to be as heavy on his mind as the paranoid thoughts he was 
ruminating on - that Jesus was going to ruin everything! 
 
Jesus, however, only wants to ruin what was ruined or not working right in the first place.  If he takes it apart, 
he will put it back together the right way. Judas however, as we discover in the telling of this part of the story, 
has a very short-lived moment of reward through allegiance with Satan. Very quickly he will be used up and 
left discarded by the roadside. Which is pretty much what you can expect from the initially very compelling 
but quickly realized “empty promises” the Master Salesman will trick you into consenting to. 
 
Pray for someone who may be in the process of being tricked by the empty promises of the Master Salesman.     



 

 

March 14 
 

Passover 2.0 
 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent 
Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9 They said to him, 
“Where will you have us prepare it?” 10 He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11 and tell the master of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 
12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 13 And they went and found it just 
as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. (Luke 22:7-13) 
 
Jesus timed his entry into Jerusalem for his final visit in order to correspond with the Passover.  This was no 
accident. The Passover was one of the most significant celebrations because it reminded the Jewish people of 
the dramatic events of the Exodus from Egypt a long time ago.  It was significant because of the actions God 
called his people to do when they were about to be delivered from Pharaoh once and for all.  When the final 
threat to Pharaoh was initiated (after 9 other opportunities to let God’s people go), God finally made his point 
through the harsh measure of releasing the Angel of death upon the homes of Egypt. This included Pharaoh’s 
house as well. The only exempted ones would be the families that sprinkled lamb’s blood on the doorposts of 
their homes prompting the death angel to pass over. The people in the “know” were the children of Israel, 
whose lives would be spared and set free. 
 
With that backdrop in mind, Jesus was setting up the Passover celebration experience to morph into 
something completely new. What’s about to take place is literally a “Passover 2.0 moment.” Jesus knew one of 
the primary reasons for his mission was to be “sacrificed” as a perfect, innocent, Passover lamb. This would be 
for the purposes of delivering not just Jews, but “all human beings,” from the bondage of sin and the 
enslavement of humanity. Deliverance was about to occur from one who was greater than Pharaoh, the 
“world ruler, himself.”   
 
At first it might seem the sacrifice of one human being on a cross did not carry the weight of magnitude of the 
nearly one million people (if you include women and children in the numbers) who would experience 
deliverance out of the hands of Pharaoh. However, the sacrifice of one man would lead to the release of 
untold billions in the course of time. The magnitude and scale of effect could only be seen through the 
remainder of the human timeline as it unfolded into the future. If you marinate on this for a moment, you 
might easily conclude, “Passover 2.0” actually doesn’t do what is about to happen a just service, it is actually 
much larger and profound than the next version of a system upgrade.  It is cosmic and perennial and Jesus was 
about to set it up – for you, me and everyone who would later call on the name of Jesus for salvation and 
deliverance!  
 
Do you connect in your own understanding of the biblical story the relationship between Jesus’ circumstances 
and the Hebrew (Jewish) people in Egypt.  How does our captivity to the “world ruler” relate to the captivity of 
Israelites who were slaves of Pharaoh?  How does that affect your understanding of the Lord’s supper? 
 
Pray for someone you know who is “captive” right now.  Ask God to help them name the things that 
characterize their captivity and recognize the one who’s keeping them captive.  Ask God to help them have a 
desire to be set free and to give them a better, life-giving vision through Jesus. 
 



 

 

March 15 
 

The Ultimate Relational Agreement 
 
14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I have 
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, 
and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the 
cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21 
But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For the Son of Man goes as it has 
been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23 And they began to question one 
another, which of them it could be who was going to do this. (Luke 22:14-23) 
 
When the Israelites were delivered out of the hands of Pharaoh, Moses led them northish, across the red sea 
and to a place called the Sinai Peninsula. There Moses and the 70 elders went up to the top of the mountain 
while the people waited below and received their “relational agreement” with God.  This is otherwise known 
as the Covenant.  It contains the laws, policies, expectations, and boundaries for the Israelites to have a 
healthy, life-giving experience in their relationship with God, themselves and each other. This agreement was 
necessary to establish an orderly and healthy way for everyone to move forward into a new way of life.  It was 
the basis for their new identity – moving from the temporary ID card of, “no longer slaves” status – to 
“Naturalized Citizens” status as the “Sons and Daughters of Yahweh.”   
 
God was willing to call these people “His children” and was hoping they would behave accordingly.  Their 
motive to do so should have been gratitude for deliverance and longing for a better way of life as outlined by 
God. God’s motive for calling them was to show mercy, but also the hope that they would be willing to 
represent him to the rest of the world by the unique way of life they were called to live. For some reason, this 
agreement broke down. The “responsibility” part quickly took a back seat to the “privilege” and “entitlement” 
aspects of the agreement. God would remain chronically frustrated with these people and their unwillingness 
to follow his lead in the relationship. Yet he remained patient with them - like he is with us.  He knew there 
were forces beyond their hearts that were working to undermine the relational agreement. Forces much 
greater than Pharaoh, or the Hittites or the Philistines or the Babylonians or the Romans.  Forces that were 
unseen and cosmic. Forces that controlled nations and places and rulers. Those forces would have to be 
defeated as well. 
 
Jesus came with the next version of the “relational agreement.” It would center in the ideas of the last one but 
would expand into the experience and hearts of people because this one would be profoundly different. 
It would center not on “stone tablets” as recording devices, but on the very life of Jesus and the Passover meal 
he was about to redefine around his body and his blood. He initiated this meal with the understanding that it 
would be defining for their existence. It would be ritualized as a centerpiece every time they gathered in his 
name. It would be the replacement for the last covenant. It would be sealed by his blood and empowered by 
his Spirit in the lives of every person who consented to the agreement. It would be much more powerful 
because it would symbolize deliverance from the “world ruler” and transference into the “Kingdom of God.” 
Even death, for those who consented to the agreement, would no longer be the threat it once was.  We were, 
through this agreement kept by God, in life, through death, and into life forever! 
 



 

 

Make a list of ten people you know who have no formal “relational agreement” with God.  Make an effort to 
pray for them so they can understand not only the agreement, but the one who made it with us.  Pray that 
they will understand that “consent” is a very big deal when it comes to transfer from the kingdom of darkness 
into the Kingdom of God (Colossians 1:13). Ask God to show them, that just “being a good person” doesn’t 
break the ownership right Satan has over us.  Ask God to work in their hearts to see the significance of what 
Jesus has done for them and the profound love that motivated him to show it in the way we are reading this 
Lent season. 
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March 16 

 
Who Is the G.O.A.T? 

 
24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And he 
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are 
called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and 
the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it 
not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 
 
28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to 
me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. (Luke 22:24-30) 
 
This seems like a strange place to be talking about who’s the “greatest.”  Jesus is in the middle of the “fight for 
his life.” He’s setting things up so when he is finished their relationship will begin to take on life following his 
resurrection.  He’s spent 3 years talking about serving, including, accepting and loving people. They’ve 
watched him spend a fair amount of time making enemies of rich and powerful people by calling them out for 
their power trips, narcissism, selfishness, exploitation and greed. Not to mention their lust for honor, 
recognition and elevated social status.  If that wasn’t enough, he got in their faces and told them it wasn’t 
going to end well for them because of their posture towards “lesser people.” For some reason, dots weren’t 
being connected very well here by the disciples. 
 
Jesus had to call them out on it as well. His kingdom would have nothing to do with those kinds of operating 
principles. It was more about affirming the dignity of people, recognizing all people as made in the image and 
likeness of God and who were worthy of love and care and attention accordingly.  Jesus saw leadership 
primarily through the lens of stewardship of lives and communities. He recognized “being over people” meant 
sacrificing yourself for the good of their well being.  “Being over people” meant serving people as your primary 
role and responsibility.  
 
Oddly enough those were the things Satan, aka – the serpent, aka – the seraphim who originally guarded the 
throne of God and then tempted the dwellers of Eden – Resented doing!  He resented serving people because 
they were “lesser” than him. He couldn’t stomach it and preferred for them to serve him!  Jesus understood 
that story well.  It was that resentment that led to his rebellion and co-opting of the planet for his purposes.  Is 
it any wonder that people disconnected from the heart of God see people “under them” differently. There is a 
different spirit driving them – a spirit of power tripping, exploitation and greed. A spirit of “me first” and “I will 
use you to get where I need to go.”  A posture that says people are either useful, exploitable, expendable and 
disposable when you’re done with them. The very spirit Jesus was seeing coming through the hearts of his 
disciples and it deeply disturbed him. 
 
Perhaps you didn’t know that angels are by design supposed to help God by serving us.  They are greater than 
us in supernatural capacity, but their job is to keep us from going off the rails and nudge us back to safety and 
health.  They are watchers over us by calling a design. We, by design were called to rule the planet. Not in the 
satanic mode of things like we all are experiencing right now in 2023, but in the Kingdom of Jesus order of 
things. By that design, we are called to take care of the creation, continue to create and procreate within it, 
and develop the potential in front of us that God originally bundled into it.  By the values of that kingdom, we 



 

 

learn to relate to each other in a more humble, healthy and life-giving way. We do that by staying within the 
guardrails of God’s creational design.   
 
When he created everything at the beginning and said, “It was good,” he was implying, “it was good for the 
purpose it was designed to fulfill in relation to all the other parts of creation that were good.”  All the beings, 
earthly and heavenly were supposed to follow this mandate.  As we do the bible says everything will be 
blessed.  When we don’t, we keep the curse of human frustration alive - amidst the disorder alive. Reread 
these verses again and see how what was just described in these few paragraphs fits Jesus’ response to his 
disciples.  
 
Pray that God will help you to see people differently.  Ask God to help you see everyone you meet today as 
made in his image and likeness.  Ask God to help you see pathways where you can serve others and bring glory 
to the name of Jesus.  Ask God to give you a new vision regarding your attitude towards other.  Ask God to 
help you see people not so much as different, or threatening, or better or worse, but rather through the eyes 
of love that Jesus had.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 17 
Are You in the Crosshairs? 

 
 
31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33 
Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, 
Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” 
 
35 And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack 
anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 36 He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and 
likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For I tell you that this 
Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about 
me has its fulfillment.” 38 And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” And he said to them, “It is 
enough.” (Luke 22:31-38) 
 
At this point in our lent drama, all parties aligned against Jesus have escalated to a point of near madness.  
We’ve been looking at the “behind the curtain” part of this story this week and its starting to get really ugly. In 
the unseen realm Satan has gone before God’s throne and demanded to “sift the disciples like wheat.”  What 
does that mean?  First, literally, sifting is designed to get rid of the things that don’t belong with wheat. This 
includes the chaff, bug parts, dirt, dust and other inedible particles that might impact meal preparation and 
consumption. A common practice in that day, whereas combines pretty much take care of that now.   
 
What then is Jesus talking about?  In his effort to attack Jesus, he knows there’s nothing Satan can come after 
him with - unless he makes something up (which is in the process of happening). But does Jesus still have a 
vulnerability? YES!  It is the shortcomings of his followers.  Those places where they still are not right with 
God, places that are exploitable and hopefully according to Satan, a means by which he can undermine Jesus.  
 
What do those places look like? They would be anything hidden in our heart, that would come out under 
pressure, like lying, secret sins, things committed that haven’t seen the light of day.  They could include anger, 
rage, sorcery, lust, theft, cowardice, adultery, betrayal.  Basically, anything we do or are hiding that can be 
brought out so that you will stand accused and have your credibility taken from you – he would try to find.  
This is what Satan was planning to look for as he put the microscope on their lives.  If it was in there, he was 
going to make sure that it would be brought out for all to see.  We don’t know much about how this worked 
with most of them, but Peter had the misfortune of having his “skeletons” come out for all to see just in a few 
moments. 
 
To do this, Satan would concentrate his best powers and principalities and forces from the unseen realm for 
this fight.  They will not stand a chance and Jesus is telling them up front that it will be too intense because the 
most powerful artillery from the darkest places has them each in the crosshairs. Jesus wants to both warn 
them and console them, choosing to share: “but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when 
you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 
 
He is praying for them that they will prevail and I believe preemptively forgiving them because he knows they 
probably will.   He’s also telling them after they been brutalized by the ordeal, to “pull it together” and 
strengthen you brothers. This is not a “you alone” thing, but an “us together” thing.  That is the ONLY way you 
will ever overcome this one and the many to come. 



 

 

Much later Paul would write to encourage Christians these words for conditions such as this, which would 
reoccur throughout the history of the church: 
 
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of 
the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have 
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention 
what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything 
that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: 
 
“Wake up, sleeper, 
    rise from the dead, 
    and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not 
get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another 
with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 20 always 
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:8-20) 
 
(And he would follow with...) 
 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with 
the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your 
feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. (Ephesians 6:10-18) 
 
Pray for someone you know who might be “in Satan’s crosshairs” right now.  Pray for someone who is “serving 
well,” because you know they are probably making some enemies in the unseen realm. Pray for their children 
as also, since they are a source of vulnerability to those who desire to carry well the name of Jesus. 
 



 

 

WEEK 5 
 
 
March 20 

Pray, Pray, Pray, Pray 
 
39 And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40 
And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 41 And he 
withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43 And there appeared to 
him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 And when he rose from prayer, he 
came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? 
Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.” (Luke 22:39-46) 
 
Last week we read about Jesus praying for his disciples as they were under threat of being “sifted” by Satan.  
Well, the sifting has begun.  Jesus was going to the Mount of Olives where had spent the night, every night for 
the whole duration of his time in Jerusalem. He knows this night will be different.  Already starting to feel the 
“overwhelm” regarding what he’s about face, Jesus turns to his disciples and instructs them to pray like they 
never have before!   
 
When Luke turns our attention to Jesus, we see his humanity show through in ways that are deeply personal.  
If there was ever a passage that convinced me that Jesus was keeping pace with our humanity as a human 
being – one of us – it is here.  I don’t believe this is Jesus acting to “play the part,” but Jesus is truly in agony 
over the pain he is about to endure.  Beyond that, Jesus is “praying” as he always has – to his heavenly father.  
He also is aware of the father’s will and its conflict with his in this vulnerable moment.  We read those famous 
lines, “not my will, but your will be done,” and we know he was one to practice what he preached.  Even more 
significantly, he prayed in a spirit of deep dependence upon the father to provide. The good news is, he did! 
 
Remember talking about angels serving us?  That is exactly what God gave Jesus in this hour that left him 
feeling so trapped and alone.  We don’t know how the angel did it, but somehow, he strengthened him. 
Wouldn’t you love to know what that exchange looked like? I know I would!  The answer to his prayer was 
some kind of encouragement that would help him to move forward toward the fulfillment of his role.   
 
I believe it is also to show you and I that God will provide, something, someone, an even an angel? Or - 
whatever the resources are that he has to help us when we cry out.  In some way he will show us that we are 
not alone in the valley of the shadow of death. In some form he WILL be with with you.  That is the Father’s 
response to his part of the “Thy will be done,” kind of prayer. He won’t leave you if he asks you to do 
something according to his will. I’ve always believed if he calls you do something according to his will, he will 
provide as well the means to do it. 
 
If you have ever prayed a “thy will be done prayer,” how has God honored his part of the things he’s asked you 
to do?  If he’s asking you to do something right now and you may be balking at walking into it, ask him to show 
you and help you to do it.  I believe if you are paying attention following that prayer he will, in a “God’s timely 
way,” help you with it. 
 
 



 

 

March 21 
Chains, Knives, Swords, Clubs 

 
47 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was 
leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son 
of Man with a kiss?” 49 And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, 
shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right 
ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the 
chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as 
against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not 
lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” (Luke 22:47-53) 
 
Jesus is about to meet his fate. It will first involve a mob of people, at night, who are tasked to serve the well 
being of the community.  Yet their tactics remind you of the very small fraction of police officers who go rogue 
and enact violence on citizens by unjust means.  (A point I hesitate to bring up, knowing how a large majority 
of police officers are committed to protecting people and uphold the constitution at the expense of great 
personal sacrifice). Jesus was a victim of brutality before it became a popular news theme. He was on the 
receiving end of the violent expression of the “powers of darkness” as they leveraged the passionate hatred of 
human beings toward Jesus. They were happy to provide fuel for that fire. And... if Judas was there, it also 
meant Satan was there too. Jesus called it out when he charged both the temple establishment and the evil 
one himself for what they were in the process of doing.  Unimpressed by their cowardice, he makes it very 
clear that the tactics used for his arrest showcase vividly the kind of “characters” running the temple complex. 
And more profoundly, the “character” responsible for bringing ruin to the order of God’s beautiful creation.  
 
Violence is one of those things we have a love/hate relationship with. We know it is a violent world and we 
want to protect loved one’s from violence. “One of the disciples” had his protective instinct toward Jesus 
override his better judgment.  Choosing “fight over flight – or freeze,” he responded with his weapon and 
before you could blink, someone’s ear was lying on the ground. Not exactly a life-giving moment on the part of 
that disciple.  But it does raise the question, what do you do when people you love are threatened? 
 
A few days ago, we read that Jesus instructed his disciples to buy swords when they go out, because “as I send 
you, it will be much different this time.”  Some of the disciples were very down with that and saw the gesture 
as permission-giving to go bonkers on purchasing a variety of weapons. This has been a point of debate since 
almost the beginning of the church regarding Jesus and his position on violence.   
 
The matter can appear to be unclear because the only other place where Jesus seems to be connected to the 
notion of violence is when the temple gets cleansed and he drives out the money changers. Many believe he 
made “whips of cords” out of straw and was directing it toward the animals and not the people.  Assuming 
that’s the case, its still a little confusing why Jesus had told them earlier to get sword.  
 
The problem as I see it is the tension between the “way the world is” and the “way the world should be” runs 
pretty strong here.  Until the “peaceable kingdom” where the “lion lies down with the lamb” and we “beat our 
swords into plowshares happens,” we will experience violence in this world.  There are people so given over to 
it that the demonic connotations behind it are very evident.  What do you do when your life is threatened by 
them?  I think Jesus is saying, you can make that call.  If you need to defend yourself and your family then you 
should but be very careful that you are not sucked into maelstrom of violence and become like those who 



 

 

would promote it. That is why, when they told Jesus they got themselves some swords, his response was, 
“enough, already”. 
 
I really believe Jesus was making a concession here for those bent on self-preservation in a violent world. I 
don’t believe he’s an advocate though, based on all the teachings of the kingdom.  For him, there are two 
options: First, you can arm yourself to protect yourself – OK – but not ideal. Second, you can pray and ask God 
to work in the unseen realm to provide protection.  I’ve seen both responses work to deter evil.  And in both 
cases, there are people who have died. There is no “right” answer here when we’re talking about a distortion 
of God’s creational purpose to begin with.  It wasn’t part of the original design that there would be human on 
human violence, so provisions weren’t baked into the planning.  That said, we have to make the best of 
broken conditions and follow what wisdom and conscience and the Holy Spirit are directing us to do under 
each set of conditions.  Either way, a believer should know as Jesus also said in our readings a few days ago, 
that God will keep us in this life and when that time ends, he will keep us through death into “forever life.” 
By that measure in the end, we are safe with Him. 
 
Pray for those who serve to protect us in our community.  Ask God if there are ways that we, as a church can 
support our local law enforcement personnel.  Pray especially for Chief Panezott and the burden he carries 
administratively for the people he leads and the morale he’s constantly trying to maintain among those who 
follow his directing. Pray for our local Sheriff’s department and State Police as they maintain a broader 
footprint in order to protect our larger community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 22 
In the “Radioactive” Zone 

 
54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was 
following at a distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking 
closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know 
him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, 
I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also 
was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” 
And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at 
Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows 
today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. (Luke 22:54-62) 
 
This is probably best described as “Peter steps into the radioactive zone.” I think Peter has no idea what he’s 
doing and so he believes he can safely shadow Jesus if he just keeps enough distance from him. You can only 
imagine the confusion that must be in his mind as events turn dark so quickly.  One minute you are in the 
garden falling asleep, the next you, are living in the aftermath of Jesus’ arrest and the memory of cutting off 
someone’s ear.  Now in a state of bewilderment, you mumble to yourself, “What just happened?” 
 
Where is this going? Peter had to wonder as he regains his footing.  Still oblivious though, of all the clues Jesus 
gave him along the way that should have led him to clarity in this moment.  Unfortunately, not so much - its 
still not coming together for him. 
 
Now, Peter is in so far over his head that he just doesn’t seem to have any bearing on what is unfolding before 
his eyes. Nor does he understand the extent of which this location is spiritually charged. He is genuinely 
confused, but senses there’s something weird going on in the environment around him. This is quickly 
reinforced by the growing hostility on the faces of the crowd in front of him. One can imagine the paranoia 
starting to grow on Peter’s face in response to the icy glares directed his way.  That impression is validated as 
he stands accused by a servant girl who swears he’s one of those people who hung around with Jesus. Peter’s 
hair-trigger response immediately produces a lie regarding any association with the now undesirable, would-
be-Messiah, Jesus.  You can’t help but wonder if the words left his mouth before he even had time consider 
them.  Ironically, as soon as he pivots away, the same accusation is repeated from another direction and he 
lies again! He’s even given an hour to recover and guess what? He does it again!  You can’t help but think, this 
is not normal for Peter, there must be something more going on here? 
 
Peter wakes up from his mindless trance to the alarm of a rooster crowing as the echo of Jesus word’s 
ricochets through his mind. At this point he is, in fact, very awake to the realities he’s now caught up in. 
Misery begins to set in as he’s overcome with the anguish from his guilt. He stands there, broken hearted, by 
his own actions because he has just betrayed his closest friend. Not just once or twice, but three times!  You 
can only imagine the self-recriminating language he’s now directing self-ward, “Stupid, stupid, stupid!”   
 
The good news for Satan is that he doesn’t even have to do any work on this one, because Peter is now his 
own worst accuser.  However, you can imagine that he is joined by the malevolent forces of hell as they lavish 
in this “gift,” and then piling on as they can. This is the fallout one can expect to experience in the “radioactive 
zone” – the place where evil works through the seen as it hides in the shadows of the unseen. 
 



 

 

Pray for God to create spaces around you that are filled with his presence and influence. This may involve 
confessing anything at work between yourself and God that isn’t right.  On the horizonal plane, it might 
include a standing issue between yourself and someone else who inhabits that space in your world.  Ask God 
to help you work toward healing and reconciliation with that person.  We know this is what Peter was able to 
do later on with Jesus - leading to better things ahead.  Do this so that the devil can’t get a foothold with 
spiritual matters that remain unresolved.  The devil will then have to flee as you resist him and the mood of 
the room will begin to radiate a sense of God’s peace as you do.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 23 
 

“Hospitality” at the High Priest’s House 
 
 

63 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. 64 They also 
blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” 65 And they said many other 
things against him, blaspheming him. (Luke 22:63-65) 
 
The first word that comes to mind when I read these words is not hospitality, but torment.  If you remember 
from yesterday’s reading, Jesus is taken to the Hight Priest’s house for interrogation. Not exactly the kind of 
reception you would think was appropriate for all matters religious. More like a scene from “The Godfather.”  
Today, Luke describes another dark space similar to the one Peter found himself in. It involves the location 
where they have taken Jesus. You get a sense in this scene change that we have even more violent players on 
the earthly plane and a “higher ranking” of evil at work in it “behind the veil.” Both are very present and very 
real.   
 
Stepping back from the brutal scene in front of us today, I would like to capture a sense of what’s in the air 
here for a moment. You would think under normal circumstances that the High Priest of Israel would live in a 
dwelling charged with the energy of the powerful presence of God. You would think that when you walked 
into his home, the profound peace and joy of the Lord would not only greet you, but overwhelm you. After all, 
it would only stand to reason that the one who mediates between human beings and God – the high priest - 
the one who alone had the privilege of going once a year into the Temple’s Holy of Holies - would be the one 
most qualified to share the presence of God.  I would expect nothing less than to feel a palpable sense in the 
air of all that is right and good. To know no earthly explanation other than this is a “sacred space.”  I would 
imagine upon entering, an energy pouring into my spirit impressing upon me at the same time that the place 
I’m now standing is holy ground, the special place the High Priest inhabited when he wasn’t busy in the 
Temple. Perhaps you’re thinking right now, that’s stretch, Leonard. I mean after all, he puts his clothes on the 
same way we all do. I mean, for crying in the mud pastor, its his house, not the holy of holies. You should dial 
it back just a skosh.  
 
Regardless of the hype, I’ve been in those places I just described and maybe you have too. They are clearly 
special places where God has been invited to inhabit and the air is clean and good.  The mood is light – not 
burdensome, yet at the same time it fosters awe and deep respect. A place clearly prayed over and blessed. A 
place where unclean things have been required to leave because the things of God have been invited to 
inhabit every last square inch.  Just being there changes your state of mind profoundly.  You sense the thin veil 
between heaven and earth just got much thinner. “Clearly the Spirit of God is in this place,” you almost 
involuntarily say to yourself. 
 
I also believe there are environments that are charged with the negative and malevolent spirit of something 
sinister.  Perhaps you’ve been there.  A place or space or location that makes the hair on the back of your neck 
stand on end for no visible reason.  In these places, people report an awareness of unease that quickly morphs 
into a deep disturbance of spirt. They are places that leave you feeling frightened or profoundly alone all of a 
sudden. People who’ve encountered places like this will often report having a sense of dread, followed by dark 
and depressing thoughts. Others will describe upon entry, feeling their normal, healthy selves.  Only to quickly 
find their thoughts tuning into dark channels that begin to pull you into places not only of dread, but sudden 
dark rationalizations for taking your own life.  Regardless, its not uncommon to feel a variety of misgivings and 



 

 

apprehensions. Those who study these things will often say these dark and foreboding sensations will vary in 
severity and proportion to the evil things committed there.  These are things however that go on in almost 
every community where you find the abuse of children, physically and emotionally damaging acts toward 
other human beings, murder or forms of witchcraft and sorcery.  They usually are characterized by dark, 
debasing and dehumanizing activities of some nature, most of which I’d personally rather not know about. 
Dark stuff indeed. I hate to even mention it, but it is a thing and some of us may have had some kind of 
contact with it firsthand or from people we know.  
 
Why do I mention it? As Jesus is being mocked, mistreated and beaten at the High Priest’s house there are 
forces at work that want to make sure he doesn’t succeed.  Because “success” would mean he fulfilled his 
mission to reclaim humanity’s birthright from the evil one.  Jesus not only set out to reclaim our birthright, but 
also legally reclaim those individuals who would turn away from the things that kept the dark overlord in 
control. This pivot would then involve swearing allegiance to Jesus the King. With that new status would come 
a rejuvenation of spirit signaling life from above.  It also would establish a permanent relationship with the 
Heavenly Father resulting from adoption into God’s family by faith. It would result in a universal invitation to 
all human beings to become by rights God’s legitimate sons and daughters.  That is the gospel reality my 
friends, one that not every being is in favor of, human or otherwise.  
 
Toggling back to the spiritual environment of the High Priest’s house for again. Clearly the kind of treatment 
Jesus was receiving at this point was not what you would expect from a loving heavenly Father.  Rather, as 
religious as he seemed, the high priest had given his life over to something else that was contrary to God’s will 
and purpose.  His role was to represent the best of us, the reality was unseemly and nauseating.  
 
His heart was committed less to God and mostly toward power, status, wealth and anything else his greed 
might be fueled to pursue. For him, the preservation of these “sacred things” would required occasional 
“beatings” of people perceived as a threat to them.   On a personal front, the absence of God in the high 
priest’s life created a void where evil things began to populate, based on the characteristic of his greedy 
tastes.  
 
That is how evil works.  It looks for places that God hasn’t been allowed to fill or places where he has been 
rejected for less things. Places where sin can begin to dominate and direct your life. A place where passions 
rule that dehumanize and destroy others. Places where hearts commit to doing evil on a regular and repeated 
basis resulting strongholds that become habitations for demonic influence. People don’t necessarily start out 
looking for evil to come in - let alone over time take control, but violating God’s creational design for life and 
relationships can be like turning on the “welcome sign” to their influence. And influence they will if they can 
make a home with you somehow through those habitual deviations.  It would seem the high priest and his 
gang had some of this kind stuff going on in their lives.  The fruit of their treatment of Jesus is a pretty good 
indicator of the degree they’ve allowed their lives to be given over.  Most people don’t go that far, however if 
you’re worried check your own fruit and ask Jesus or the church to help if it matches what’s described. 
 
Regardless of what you may believe about all of this, we know in the storyline, Satan hates Jesus and will 
empower anyone aligned in that hatred to destroy him.  Before we get done, it ends up being more people 
than you would think.   
 
Take a few minutes to pray for anything God may have placed on your heart in this reading. 
 
 



 

 

March 24 
Jesus Before the Council 
 
 

 “Guilty of...Tax Evasion?” 
 
66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and 
scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said 
to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the 
Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70 So they all said, “Are you the Son of 
God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said, “What further testimony do we 
need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.” 
 
Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, 
saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying 
that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered 
him, “You have said so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” 5 
But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to 
this place.” (Luke 22:66-71 – 23:1-5) 
 
Part of me feels the need to apologize for the heaviness of many elements in this Lent devotional.  However, 
the eradication of evil on planet earth is no easy task and people get hurt in the process. If we can, many of us 
prefer the sanitized version of things because life already has enough drama to begin with. There are others 
though, who are drama-junkies and this kind of stuff can be pretty interesting.  Regardless of your posture 
going into these readings, be assureed this stuff is real and it matters, deeply. 
 
What we are privy to witness unfolding now is the attempt to convince the government to step in and get rid 
of this chronic nuisance. This disruptor of public and religious order, this would-be Messiah, Jesus.  He’s a 
threat to our way of life! They plead.  Charging him with committing crimes of blasphemy and impersonation 
of a King. Does the government even care? Not really. However, if nothing else, the charge of tax evasion 
should get their attention, after all that’s what they finally got Al Capone for, right?  It didn’t matter, 
something irrational was at work in them to find any justification for murder. Easiest done if you can get the 
government to do it on the basis of preservation of order and protecting the populace from his menacing 
tendencies.  That should work.   
 
How do you do the dirty work of murder? You wonder sometimes, is murder really just under the surface with 
crowds of people like this?  I personally can’t relate to the notion; I mostly murder stinkbugs.  Perhaps 
however if I was in the wrong crowd to long, I might begin to think like everyone else.  Nawww, that doesn’t 
happen.  
 
Murder is on their minds however and possibly unseen things fueling the fever. Because it was on their minds 
and Jesus was in their crosshairs, how do you go about it under these conditions?  These verses indicate the 
strategic response to that question as it applies to their target. The scripture conveys the frustration in their 
attempts until their collective minds in unison recognize Pilate’s vulnerability.  The lever one needs to get a 
lesser governing entity to act.  Just wait until his boss tells his boss who tells Caesar himself that things are 
getting out of control in that tiny province called Judea: “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all 
Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 



 

 

 
This week concludes with the high drama of Jesus’ arrest and subsequent search for a convicting authority to 
finalize his execution.  Preferably the Romans, this keeps everyone from being complicit.  However, we are 
about to find in this real-life game of life and death and winner take all, that Jesus is going through the most 
formidable opponents possible on the religious, political and spiritual playing field.  This drama is necessary for 
every believer to relive in their imaginations because it defines our “origin story.”  We have to own it in our 
minds so that we can live it out effectively in our lives. 
 
Ask God to help you grasp the significance of these final days as he wants you to understand them in this 
season of your life.  Ask him to help you share that with people in your world he would like you to tell it to. 
 
 
Take a few minutes again today to pray for anything God may have placed on your heart in this reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

WEEK 6 
 
March 27 

Why Did Pilot Try to Pivot? 
 
6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that he 
belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 
When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about 
him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some length, but he made 
no answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And Herod with his 
soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him 
back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before this they 
had been at enmity with each other. (Luke 23:6-12) 
 
If you ever have the desire to be famous, you should be careful what you wish for, because there are two 
versions available: “famous” and “infamous.” Some will say it doesn’t matter, because name recognition of 
any kind can propel you forward if you play your hand right.  I mean, who would have even known the name 
“Kardashian,” until an attorney by that name represented O.J. Simpson at his murder trial. If you weren’t 
paying attention (likely you were if you were alive then), you wouldn’t know he existed. Taking infamy a step 
further, this attorney’s daughter found even greater name recognition when her sketchy home video blew up 
about the same time the internet was starting to be a thing. If you were still clueless, the supermarket tabloids 
would make sure to bring you up to speed as you stood in line at the checkout. Those who were unable to 
keep this information from invading their world witnessed these last few decades a transformation from 
“infamy” to “famous.” “Kardashian” is now a household name - whether you wanted to know or not, it proved 
to be shrewd pivot on their part.   
 
Unfortunately, Pontius Pilate wasn’t given that kind of hand to play, or let’s just say he played it different and 
he wasn’t quite able to work in his own favor the press he was receiving. Though likely as a Roman governor 
he had similar streaks of ambition his fame didn’t help him to move up the ladder. Yet, there’s no question, he 
achieved it: “Jesus Christ … suffered under Pontius Pilate.”  Unfortunately for him the pivot from infamy to 
famous never occurred, yet we still think about him often. Even you are thinking about him right now!  I don’t 
believe it even has anything to do the Pilates core strength training you might have done this morning.  
 
Now, imagine, this pre-TV drama playing out on the human and cosmic screen:  Passover is the one week you 
never look forward to if you are person in the position of Pontius Pilate.  The city you oversee is about to be 
overwhelmed with Jews from throughout the empire and beyond. It is intense enough to see the population 
almost quadruple.  And - its about to get even worse.  While he was sleeping the night before, events were 
transpiring that would serve to pull him into the infamy his wife’s dream had warned him about.  
 
Matthew records this story in chapter 19. The innocent man she saw in that dream disturbed her enough to 
share it with her husband.  It was in real time beginning to play out: Jesus of Nazareth has been betrayed, 
arrested, abused, tried and condemned by the chief priests and the Sanhedrin. Now, mob-like, they are in his 
courtyard demanding to see him.  
 
The Sanhedrin had only limited power over life and death—in extreme cases, such as a Gentile entering 
beyond the outer court of the temple. But carrying out a death sentence for blasphemy—the charge of which 



 

 

they found Jesus guilty—was not in their power. They needed to find a different accusation against Jesus—one 
that would carry the death sentence: treason. He will be charged on the following accounts (verse 2):  
 
 • “Misleading our nation”—a scarcely-veiled claim that he was stirring up rebellion.  
 • “Forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar.”  
 • “Saying that he himself is … a king.”  
 
There may be honor among thieves, but this cast of conspirators and complicity politicians was not exactly in a 
harmonious state of agreement. Pilate could be a cunning and a vicious man, but he was no match against the 
energy behind their murderous intentions. They would maneuver him into a corner and find a way to get their 
way.  Worse-case scenarios were starting to unfold, his Passover nightmares were coming to life.  
 
Pilate gets to the point by asking Jesus directly, “Are you king of the Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replies.  
John’s Gospel indicates that the interrogation was more extensive than this. Pilate is decisive with his verdict: 
Jesus is not guilty! But then he plays his get-out-of-jail-free card: Isn’t Jesus a Galilean? You better go talk to 
Herod, this is his jurisdiction, not mine.  
 
Herod bounces him back to Pilate. Pilate again delivers the same verdict. Hoping to take some energy out of 
this, he devised a compromise - a physical whipping instead of a death sentence. But faced with Jewish 
religious leaders demanding the release of the insurrectionist called Barabbas and the crucifixion of Jesus, 
Pilate caves—despite having all the authority of the Roman Empire behind him. He sets a murderer free and 
has Jesus sent off for crucifixion. So much for justice.  
 
Yet, woven into this miscarriage of justice is the evidence of a higher justice and it’s based on “heavenly law.”  
That law court will soon be weighing matters in the aftermath.  By their measure, when an innocent man is 
murdered by a complicit cross-section of players – religious, political, every-day types and especially the 
unseen ones whose ruler is even engaged (through Judas), the heavenly courts will have an accurate account 
of what really transpired.  Killing an innocent man is one thing, murdering the very son of God has profoundly 
cosmic repercussions. 
 
God will leverage this verdict to establish the conditions necessary to set human beings free from the tyranny 
of all these actors and their ilk.  Jesus will come through this vindicated as well as the victor.  Soon it will be 
“game over” for them.  Legally as a result of this, Jesus will be declared the winner. The just one and soon to 
be the justifier of those who believe in Jesus (Romans 3:26).  
 
How can any of us who are guilty stand before God and be declared, “acquitted”? Only through Jesus.  And 
this is how he’s going to do it for you and I.  More importantly, this is how he can reclaim us from a “soon to 
be guilty himself” – ruler of the kingdom of darkness. Through Jesus, we find in “exodus fashion” a way of 
deliverance from our captors and a route to a better way of life ahead.  that he is leading us – in exodus 
fashion – out from.  “The Son of God … loved me and gave himself for me”—and so “the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith” (Galatians 2:20).  As awful as it is right now, this Passover will prove to be epic in scale as 
we later weigh the significance of this second Exodus experience available to all who would follow Him.   
 
Take some time and let the magnitude of this story and its portrayal of Jesus finally days – settle into your 
soul.  Take a few minutes and count how many blessings are in front of you know and how many of those are 
the result of his presence in your life. 
 



 

 

March 28 
The Irrational Madness of Hatred 

 
13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You 
brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I 
did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to 
us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16 I will therefore punish and release him.”  
(Luke 23:13-16) 
 
Looking at this drama from another angle, Pontius Pilate sent Jesus to Herod Antipas. He was the son of Herod 
the Great, who, enraged at the thought of a rival king, had ordered the massacre of Bethlehem’s infant male 
children (described in Matthew 2:16-18). Antipas was probably the most capable of Herod’s sons; but his 
ability was combined with moral degradation. In a moment of drunken bravado, he had offered his wife’s 
daughter anything she wanted as a reward for the way she had danced. On her mother’s instructions, she 
asked for the head of John the Baptist (Mark 6:21-29).  
 
It’s just disgusting and nauseating to read that when Pilate sent Jesus to him, Herod’s heart skipped a beat 
with excitement. There had been a time when the very mention of Jesus’ name had given him serious pause 
for thought—he believed that Jesus’ miracles indicated that he must be John the Baptist back from the dead 
(Mark 6:16).  Not now, however: “When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see 
him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him” (23:8). Like some 
kind of circus performer. Weirdo. 
 
So, with neither a sense of guilt or remorse for what he had done to John nor any compassion for the figure 
who stood before him exhausted and dehumanized, Herod questioned the Jesus. But Jesus gave up talking to 
him a long time ago, when he offered this last statement to Herod Antipas: “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold I cast 
out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course’” (13:32). That was 
enough, any more would just be a waste of his words. There would be no further message now, not even in 
response to Herod’s insistent questioning. So, the ancient prophecy was fulfilled: “He was oppressed, and he 
was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth (Isaiah 53:7).  
 
Herod is not left alone. The chief priests and their minions are there, now like hyenas clamoring for Jesus’ 
blood (v 10). Herod and his soldiers catch the spirit of what’s been in the air this day: “Herod with his soldiers 
treated him with contempt and mocked him” (23:11). Here Jesus stands before them, “despised and rejected 
by men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3).  
 
But Herod was not finished. He had one final gesture of to insure the demoralization of his rival “king”. 
“Arraying him in splendid clothing” (23:11), he sent him back to Pilate: behold “our King”, indeed. And on that 
day, Herod Antipas and Pontius Pilate, who had been enemies, became friends (v 12). Darkness can be its own 
unifier (see Romans 1:32). These two men had nothing in common except hatred of Jesus. But notice how 
regal the bearing of King Jesus is. He accepts the verdict. He will bear man’s judgment against himself because 
he knows it is God’s judgment on those in whose place he stands. He knows that this is the only way in which 
he can save us.  
 
 
 



 

 

Soon the early Christians would come to understand this. Luke will record in the Book of Acts how Christian’s 
would later process these events: “Truly in this city [Jerusalem] there were gathered together against your 
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place” (Acts 4:27-28).  
 
Once again, take some time and let the magnitude of this story and its portrayal of Jesus finally days – settle 
into your soul.  Take a few minutes and count how many blessings are in front of you know and how many of 
those are the result of his presence in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 29 
When Everyone Conspires to Murder You 

 
 
(17) Now he was obliged to release one man to them at the festival.* 
18 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— 19 a man who had 
been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed them 
once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he 
said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore 
punish and release him.” 23 But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. 
And their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the 
man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered 
Jesus over to their will. (Luke 23:17-25) 
(*This actually commentary added into later copies of Luke’s Gospel – Not originally there, but still true). 
 
Do you remember these words Jesus spoke on the Sermon on the Mount?: 
 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:9-11) 
 
Well, they are coming true for him and we, unfortunately, are having to witness him go through the very 
things he anticipated in that first Sermon.  So much of what he’s going through brings an air of profound 
credibility to the words he taught along the way.  He’s living out what he expected of those who were taking in 
his ideas.  The way of the Kingdom will meet resistance in a variety of forms for just about everyone who takes 
it seriously.  However, if Jesus said it, and people have been re-telling it for thousands of years, there must be 
something to it.  And if Jesus went through it there must have been something better on the other side to 
make it worth it! 
 
Later, as the church would begin to form around this story, believers would zoom the frame out and see all of 
this in a larger context of meaning.  The writer of Hebrews summarized it in this way: “Looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 
I would love to know the full range of that vision Jesus had that could see joy on the other side, wouldn’t you? 
There was something larger driving Jesus through the pain that made it so worth it.  Something beyond the 
current conditions of the world that suggested a better view and a better way was in the making. The good 
news speaks to all of us who are caught up in the “ways of the world,” and offers a hope that Jesus wasn’t just 
a kiddin’ about all of this stuff.   He was plowing a way forward for us to follow out of the mess. 
 
Jesus could have been bitter about all of this, if “this” was all we had to look forward to.  However, his 
response on the cross, looking backward at what he went through, says more than enough to validate why he 



 

 

came. Hanging on that cross, gasping for breath, he made a deliberate effort to bring to life these words: 
“Father, forgive them, for they have no idea what they are even doing.”  
 
Thankfully, in retrospect, we have a better idea about what’s at stake and what is now promised. This makes it 
much easier to forgive and reconcile with people who have “done us wrong.” Jesus paves the way for 
relational healing through these words.  Think of someone you are relationally estranged from because of past 
hurts, betrayals or injustices. Pray for them and pray that God will work in both of your hearts. The goal is for 
him to work in such a way that the state of both your hearts becomes healthy enough for the right kinds of 
forgiveness and reconciliation to flourish.  Sound impossible? We know with him, and by God’s timetable and 
orchestrations, maybe not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 30 
 

Divine Orchestrations or Divine Choreography? (Choose one, or Both!) 
 
 
26 And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and 
laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.  (Luke 23:26) 
 
God’s ways are mysterious and often completely unpredictable. Only ignorance or arrogance (and perhaps a 
combination of both) would lead us to think that we can know exactly what he is doing in our lives, or exactly 
how he will work things together for our good (Romans 8:28). But it isn’t only what God does that is so 
amazing; it is also when he does it. Both his ways and his timing are perfectly orchestrated, perfectly 
choreographed. 
 
Take Simon of Cyrene, who came from what is modern-day Libya. We meet him as he is walking into 
Jerusalem from the country. Had he made a pilgrimage from his hometown to celebrate the Passover. The city 
was always crowded at Passover, but perhaps he had found accommodation in one of the surrounding 
villages. Who knows what thoughts were passing through his mind as he walked into the city on that Friday 
morning? Perhaps he was realizing a lifelong ambition—Passover in Jerusalem.  
 
But now, with no warning, Simon finds himself turned around in the opposite direction by a Roman execution 
squad. He is conscripted to carry the cross on which one of their three prisoners is to be crucified. The 
condemned man appears to have been so badly beaten that he can no longer carry it.  
 
The cross—or at least the cross-beam—is placed on Simon’s shoulder. He now walks the road to Calvary in the 
footsteps of Jesus.  
 
Those who watched these events unfolding must have thought, “Sucks to be him...” - or some other context-
specific gesture of mild sympathy for the plight that has befallen a total stranger. That dude was in exactly the 
wrong place at the wrong time. 
 
Perhaps Simon thought the same—at least at first. Luke says no more. It was enough for him to let the picture 
speak for itself. It is a dramatic representation of the words of Jesus that Luke had earlier recorded—if you are 
going to be Jesus’ disciple, you need to take up the cross daily and follow him (14:27). Simon in many ways 
embodies what we are all called to do in principle and daily posture. This is kind of a parable of what it means 
follow the divine choreographer.  
 
But Mark fills in an extra detail: “They compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 
country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross” (Mark 15:21).  
 
So how did Mark know who Alexander and Rufus were, and why would he mention this detail? Presumably 
because these two sons of Simon of Cyrene became Christians and were known to the early church. And could 
this be the same Rufus whom Paul describes in Romans 16:13 as “chosen in the Lord” and whose mother was 
“a mother to me as well”?  
 



 

 

So, let’s process this for a second: if Simon’s sons became Christians, and his wife, it seems likely that, in God’s 
amazing choreography through people/time/and space, this man who was once forced to carry the cross of 
Jesus later carried that cross willingly, as he became a disciple of the crucified Christ.  
 
It may be that a whole family circle was brought to faith in Christ—all because of this “chance” encounter on 
the road out of Jerusalem.  
 
We should try to remember that daily. It is the story of how Jesus builds his church. One “chance” encounter 
leads to another. One person becomes a link in the chain that eventually leads someone else to faith in Christ. 
And it all might begin with someone who feels that he or she just happened to be in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. But in God’s purposes, there is neither a “wrong place” nor a “wrong time”! Just a beautiful 
orchestration expressed through story, words and song of how God brings all the pieces together in a divinely 
harmonious way. Not exactly the substance of the story of chaos by the musicians of dissonance Jesus had to 
navigate at the ground level. But in hindsight it gives easy insight into how formidable of an opponent Jesus 
was proving to be to the evil one. Beyond the storm clouds ahead in 70 AD Jerusalem, was the prospect that 
we can do all things through Christ Jesus, who strengthens us as he was hoping to strengthen these ladies and 
the church to come.  
 
 
Perhaps later today someone will “by chance” meet a Christian who is reading this story from the book of Luke 
right now and, as a result of that “chance” encounter, become a Christian themselves. Wouldn’t that be 
awesome? Pray for it to happen—because there is no such thing as “chance” only our part in the 
choreography. 
 
Pray for local churches to be part of God’s orchestration for kingdom work in the Salem area.  Pray for specific 
needs you see in the community around us.  Ask God how we can offer resources, prayers, words of support 
and encouragement.  Pray that we have a heart for those people who make up that world, no matter what is 
going on in our lives (like Jesus is here).  Pray that the outcome would be good and right and redeeming - not 
painful, condemning and destructive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

March 31 
That Haunting Future Newspaper Story 

 
27 And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and 
lamenting for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed 
are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to 
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?” (Luke 23:27-31) 
 
Jesus will engage in more conversation before he breathes his last; but these words constitute his final public 
address.  
 
A large crowd follows the gloomy procession as it makes its way to the crucifixion site at the place called The 
Skull. Some have come to mock Jesus; but there are others who have come to support him. The latter are 
“grieving and weeping for him” (v 27). It is a sorry scene.  
 
Few, if any, people who will later hear this story in churches will have witnessed an execution, even a public 
execution. However, in Jesus’ day, women would attend crucifixions in order to minister to the condemned 
person during their slow agony, perhaps taking with them wine mixed with gall that might help deaden the 
terrible pain (as in Matthew 27:34—the wine which Jesus refused). A group of such women wept loudly as 
they accompanied Jesus on his way to the cross. He now turns to address them. We might expect Jesus to say 
a word of gratitude. But strangely he speaks from the heart a word of loving warning. Why?  
 
For one thing, imagining how many guys are wired, tears from other people only make it more difficult. You 
aren’t pre-disposed to receiving comfort, but have seen in your role the occasions where you need to offer it. 
You get a sense from Jesus his concern is not his own pain, but the pain that will soon be busting into their 
world.  Jesus knows he is going to a comfortless place and God gave him what he needed in the garden to get 
through it. More than that, he knows that his crisis will soon be over, and that his suffering, while extreme, 
has a glorious purpose—our salvation.  
 
But for these Jerusalem women and their children, the future holds days of such horror that barrenness will be 
seen as a blessing, not a curse (as it was normally regarded). The coming crisis will be so great that people will 
cry out to the mountains to fall on them and the hills to cover them in a bid to end it. For if crucifixion happens 
to Jesus “when the wood is green”, then “what will happen when it is dry?” (23:31). Perhaps this was a 
proverbial saying. Perhaps in this context it means, if this is what happens to the innocent Savior, what will 
befall those who reject him? Surely some great tragedy awaits them. “Weep for yourselves,” says Jesus (v 28).  
 
As Jesus had hinted at for awhile before he came to Jerusalem and then overtly prophesied (21:20-24), in AD 
70 the city of Jerusalem was besieged by the Roman army and destroyed along with the temple. But what he 
had anticipated happening to the citizens of Jerusalem then, while real and terrible, was but a precursor of the 
great final day of the judgment of God:  
 
When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became 
black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree 
sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished … and every mountain and island was 
removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 



 

 

powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 
calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 
(Revelation 6:12-17)  
 
If the judgment that is to be poured out on wayward humanity of all forms is “the wrath of the Lamb”, who 
came to save sinners—how tragic to lose the capacity to weep for ourselves; and how ignorant not to be 
driven by those tears to find a hiding place in Christ. The overwhelming sense of wanting the mountains to fall 
on us, the caves and the rocks could not hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne. At that 
moment of realization, we desire oblivion over even life. It makes me think of what Paul says as he closes the 
“love” chapter ironically enough in 1 Corinthians 13: “for now we know in part and see in part, when we see 
Him, we will see everything clearly.”  In this case, people do and everyone weeps.  Only the words of Christ 
can provide hope and consolation. For these ladies and for us. He was hoping that if they saw him, they could 
see the picture he was painting for them. 
 
Thankfully judgments have both punitive and restorative effects.  The waywardness of “off course” behavior 
that deviates from God’s creational design leads to the undoing of everything we hold sacred, like Jerusalem 
was to the Jewish people. That waywardness has its own built-in kind of consequence and its own built-in kind 
of wrath.  When God gives things over, godlessness prevails with its own kind of destructive mechanisms.  This 
was about to happen, and Jesus was warning them. His hope was Jerusalem would self-correct. His 
understanding was it wouldn’t 
 
The women of Jerusalem needed to know that if all they saw was that Jesus needed their sympathy, then they 
had misunderstood him altogether. He was in effect, carrying the judgment of God against the sin of the 
world. Unless they found a hiding place in him, no amount of sympathy would save them from the events of 
the future. And the same is true of us.  
 
 
There is a huge difference between a “sentimental view” of the cross you display as some kind of an 
ornament.  Essentially that is what Jerusalem would become. Style over substance. I hope as we go through 
this story the substance of what has happened for you and me will lead to a much richer understanding of 
your faith. I pray that you can see the consequences of the cross as it breaks the curse hanging over us and the 
captivity we are in without the hope of a Kingdom and a Savior capable of moving us into it. IF we trust him 
with our lives. So, I have to ask right now, do you? 
 



 

 

WEEK 7 
 
 
April 3 

That Place Where Things Are Discarded 
 
32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide 
his garments... 
 
...39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 
us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he 
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:32-34; 39-42) 
 
 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John have sometimes been described as passion narratives with extended 
introductions. There is an element of truth in this. Luke spends two chapters on the first twelve years of Jesus’ 
life, sixteen chapters on the final three years, and then six chapters on the final week. We’ve only been looking 
at four of those during Lent so far. It is with a view to this week that Jesus lived all previous weeks. So, the 
pace has slowed down considerably, moving slowly, frame by frame.  This is intentional because each frame is 
significant. Beyond that each frame is designed to be remembered, pondered and collectively provide fuel for 
us as we fight our own battles and look forward to the real “joy set before us!”  
 
Luke devotes two whole chapters to the closing twenty-four hours of Jesus’ life. It is with a view to these hours 
that Jesus has lived all his previous hours. In other words, Luke moves it all the way down to “granny gear” for 
you gearheads who slow down enough to read this. “Granny gear” is an effective way of saying lots of power, 
delivered very slowly so there’s no chance for us to miss the memo. Or to take it down even further, it sounds 
like your grandma when she is giving you some kind of unforgettable life wisdom she expects you to carry to 
your grave.  Ok, Ok I’m starting to sound like her now. Luke devotes five verses to a conversation that may 
have lasted only a minute or two. But in one sense, it is with a view to what Jesus would accomplish in these 
few minutes that he lived all previous minutes. How’s that for build-up?  
 
I’ve discovered that most people “die the way they lived.” I have, however, seen “death-bed conversions,” 
but, mostly people die on a bed of convictions they’ve developed over the course of their earthly lives. This is 
certainly true of one of the men crucified beside Jesus. Crucifixion was a cruel punishment—a lingering death 
by slow asphyxiation that could take days to accomplish. The man was in pain, utterly helpless, with every 
moment making him long that it would end. Whatever anger had led to the crime for which he was being 
punished, he was angry still and directed his violent emotions towards Jesus: If you are the Christ, why don’t 
you save us?  
 
Perhaps it is understandable. We know that rigid behavioral habits towards legalism rarely generate grace: 
punishment does not make us love; in and of itself it may produce regret, but it cannot produce repentance 
only future avoidance from the punitive. People who generally hate other people rarely generate spontaneous 
love and compassion. Only the hope of forgiveness and the heartfelt gratitude which follows can produce 



 

 

repentance. But there was no hope of forgiveness here, nor any desire for it: no sorrow; no repentance. Only 
more anger.  At least not today, anyway. 
 
But from the opposite side came a voice struggling for breath to speak a few words in Jesus’ defense. 
Something had happened in this man’s heart. The exchange that followed has many facets.  
 
  • He confessed his guilt: “We are receiving the due reward for our deeds” (v 41).  
 
  • He recognized Jesus’ innocence: “This man has done nothing wrong” (v 41).  
 
  • He sought mercy: “Jesus, remember me” (v 42).  
 
  • He confessed Jesus’ lordship: “… when you come into your kingdom” (v 42).  
 
  • He was given the good news, creating hope: “Today you will be with me in paradise” (v 43).  
 
In these last moments of lucidity, this man had something in his heart, long dormant because of the life and 
conditions he found himself living in.  You get a sense that had circumstances been different, had parents 
offered better equipping, had evil not actively chased him, confused him and then presented a distorted vision 
of what life should mean – that his life might not have been wasted.  A sense that his heart could have found 
the true joy and hope he was just now beginning to realize as he encountered this tortured man next to him.  
Wow!  There was something there waiting to be activated his whole life!  Something in his heart finally clicked 
and declared, Finally! Of course!! A heart stalled and derailed, jumpstarted again. Somehow, he was primed 
for this moment. He was utterly transformed. He now becomes the first witness for the defense of the 
crucified Christ, rebuking the other criminal and saying, “Do you not fear God?” (v 40). 
 
This is powerful stuff.  Some people choose to harden their hearts because of early pain that sets the template 
for their response to anyone who might try to come close.  That life-long jadedness makes them a tough nut 
to crack. I believe it takes a lot more prayers and experiences of divine orchestrations before the light starts to 
break through.  I also believe that with God, all things are possible.  So we need to still continue to pray for 
those who would scoff at the notion of Jesus and all the religious baggage he carries. 
 
I believe there are people out there whose conditions, circumstances, capacities and friend possibilities play a 
role in keeping them off track.  Inwardly they feel a sensation of being out of sync all the time and a longing 
for something greater. They just don’t know how to access it. So, they settle, get in trouble and one day find 
themselves a little “too over their heads” – wrong place, wrong time, wrong person, bad choice.  Before you 
know it, you are so caught up in it all - then...its all over.  You are looking at the other person through the 
bulletproof glass in a correctional facility or staring down at them from a cross as you prepare to die.  God’s 
heart is broken as he watches this unfold. 
 
Pray for someone you know who is the kind of person on either side of Jesus.  Watch for God to work over 
time and pray for wisdom to know how to speak when God calls you to. If you do, he will help you with the 
“words” part, while he is working on their “heart” part.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

April 4 
 

How To Properly Discard A King or Declare A King: Your Choice 
 
35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save 
himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 
him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” (Luke 23:35-38) 
 
 
Ironic is the only word that comes to mind here.... 
 
He is either a King or a pretender.  Carefully read this again and then you decide.  
 
I strongly urge you to go YouTube right now and listen to: “That's My King Dr. S.M. Lockridge” 
 
http://youtu.be/ZKsN-AeqJP0 
 
Is he your king? 
 
 
 

 
Scan the code with your phone camera to see the YouTube video 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

April 5 
 

Game Over: Reactions at the Cosmic Level 
 
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while 
the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.  (Luke 
23:44-46) 
 
Jesus’ third “word” from the cross recorded by Luke is “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” (v 46), 
following which he “breathed his last”. For Luke, this is not only Jesus’ final word from the cross; it is also the 
last clue he gives us to the inner significance of what is happening at The Skull.  
 
On the road to Jerusalem, we have eavesdropped on many of Jesus’ encounters with others. But only one of 
them parallels this moment. Here we have the consummation of what took place in Gethsemane. Here—as 
there—it is his own Father whom Jesus “encounters”. While he refers to him frequently in this Gospel, there 
are only three places where he addresses him directly (10:21-22; 22:42 and 23:46).  
 
In Gethsemane our Lord’s human will had struggled to submit to the will of his Father—we witnessed that his 
soul necessarily shrank from the implications of drinking the cup the Father had called him to earth to drink. 
There he was being asked to be willing to do what in his humanness he could not desire to do—namely, to 
drink the cup of suffering and experience the terrible sense of abandonment that would result. As we know, 
the Father heard and came alongside through the angel at that moment – knowing this was coming. On the 
cross now, he could see in hindsight how God was working in it and in that strengthening confidently 
committed his spirit into his Father’s care.  
 
What was that thing in hindsight? What has changed between the desperate plea in Gethsemane and this 
confident declaration at The Skull? Luke offers us two signposts:  
 
From the first signage we discern: In the Roman Empire the day began at 6:00 a.m. It was now “about the sixth 
hour”: noon—the time of day when the sun was ordinarily at is zenith. But not that day. For the next three 
hours the land was shrouded in darkness. Luke records this as a fact, but there can be no doubt that he also 
sees it as a sign—an event with deep significance. The heavens became opaque and impenetrable. For a brief 
season, creation itself seemed to be thrown into reverse gear and God said, Let there NOT be light (in contrast 
to Genesis 1:3). His face no longer shone on the earth.  
 
More to the point, the Aaronic benediction (“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine 
upon you … the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace”, Numbers 6:24-26) had ceased to 
function. Jesus’ experience was the reverse of that of David, who was able to say, “Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death … you are with me” (Psalm 23:4). Nature itself put on the dark clothes of 
grieving as Christ the Creator was put to death by sinful men and cosmic conspirators who deviated from their 
original assignment - and on the cross came under the full weight of curse of God (Galatians 3:13).  
 
Another signpost: Luke records another event. The massive curtain of the temple was torn in two (23:45). 
Rending a garment was a sign of grief, of death and of mourning. Was God rending his “temple garments” at 
the death of his beloved Son? Perhaps. But more than that, he was de-consecrating the Jerusalem temple. The 



 

 

temple curtain was now no longer the barrier between God and man. Not only the temple veil but the flesh of 
Christ had been torn to create the new and living way into his presence (Hebrews 10:20).  
 
Jesus’ work was completed; so now, he called out “with a loud voice” of triumph and joy, “Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit!” (23:46). Was he still meditating on the Psalms? If so, he was now well past Psalm 
22:1 (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”) and had reached Psalm 31:5 (“Into your hand I commit 
my spirit”). But more than that, he was now calling God “Father” again. Luke adds simply, “And having said 
this he breathed his last”. Game Over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

April 6 
 

Game Over: Reactions at the Human Level 
 
47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was 
innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken 
place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed 
him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. (Luke 23:47-48) 
 
The centurion was watching this whole thing. While the soldiers were doing their thing...he was watching. 
As Jesus responded to people...he was watching. He had a job to do here, he’d done it too many times to 
count. He didn’t get to be a “centurion” - that is a commander of 100 people - because he was below average. 
He was a cool, shrewd dude – I get images of Dwayne Johnson in my mind here.  He knew this whole thing was 
sketchyyyy....   Didn’t matter, he had a job to do. 
 
However, his “spiritual” layer sprang to the surface – and he couldn’t help himself.  Composure replaced by 
conviction he had to declare -No...No...No!...NO!  This man was innocent! He probably said a few more words, 
but Luke chose these to represent his thought process.  I can only imagine he became quite agitated. I’m 
guessing he was in that role because order and justice ran through his veins and this was neither. 
 
Jesus’ obedience to his Father, and his suffering, had a passive dimension; he was crucified by the hands of 
wicked and cruel men. But he had also been actively obedient: “obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross” (Philippians 2:8). His work was finished now. It was time to go home to the Father. He breathed a sigh 
of relief and committed himself into his hands. At the foot of the cross, the soldiers in his execution squad did 
not notice that Jesus had died (John 19:33)—they had been too interested in casting lots to see who would 
win his clothes, and joining in the general abuse of him, to care about what he said. But not so the centurion 
who commanded them. He observed what had happened and said, “Certainly this man was innocent!” And his 
response? “He praised God” (v 47).  (So should we.)  
 
And then there were others who, “returned home, beating their breasts.”  
 
Throughout our journey in Luke, one of the themes that has emerged repeatedly is the role of the crowds and 
their place in this narrative.  Through most of the story, the religious establishment had a pattern of engaging 
Jesus, then being outplayed by Jesus and then retreating for “fear of the people.” This was mentioned 
frequently enough that I believe we have to consider the story in light of their influence.  
 
In the beginning of our Lent readings, “the people” were really warming up to Jesus. At the same time they 
were diminishing in their support of the religious establishment. It already was waning, but after all, they were 
the only game in town. When Jesus shows up, he captures their attention and for some, their hearts.  This 
devotion would remain steadfast for a few, but shift to hostility as the “religio-political complex” began to 
work their “anti-charms” by finding ways to vilify Jesus through their propaganda campaigns and conspiracies 
which activated a strategy of false charges and shills to offer testimony.  The people caught up in this drama 
soon became very confused.  Can you relate?   Powerful entities will do most anything to protect their position 
including distortion of the narrative.  
 
In the end, realty has a way of leaking out and unblurring the mud puddle. Things settle at their appropriate 
level in time – nothing is exempt. Lies are seen for what they are, today, tomorrow, a hundred years from now 



 

 

or when God plays the tape.  The people have seen the tape and they are beside themselves for falling into 
the toxic stew.  
 
Then there are the women “who followed him from Galilee, watching these things.”  They knew, the tape 
wasn’t necessary.  Why are women so quick to pick up on stuff? I wonder sometimes...  
 
There are many reasons to love the Lord Jesus. Today express your love for him because for your sake he lived 
his entire life, moment by moment, in loving obedience to his heavenly Father—not least when it was most 
difficult. Take some time to thank Him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

April 7 
A Time for Good and Righteous People 

 
50 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the 
council, a good and righteous man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was 
looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took 
it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet 
been laid. 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had come 
with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned and 
prepared spices and ointments. (Luke 23:50-56) 
 
 
Luke wants you to respect Joseph of Arimathea. He was “a good and righteous man” (v 50). That meant he 
was faithful to God’s covenant and experienced its blessings. Like some others in this Gospel, he was 
“looking”—waiting expectantly—for God’s kingdom to come. He was also a member of the Sanhedrin but had 
not consented to its condemnation of Jesus (perhaps its leaders had avoided summoning to the crisis meeting 
anyone whose loyalties they suspected). Matthew and John tell us explicitly what Luke only implies: he was 
also a rich man (he already owned a tomb in Jerusalem); and he was a secret disciple who, until this point, had 
lacked the courage to confess it (Matthew 27:57; John 19:38).  
 
The Sanhedrin was a very select group of well-connected men. Word of mouth travelled fast in Jerusalem. 
Joseph must soon have learned what had happened. Jesus was dead.  
 
It was now or never for Joseph. He stepped out of the shadows, went directly to Pilate and asked for the body. 
This was not without risk, or cost. If Pilate granted his request, and Joseph personally handled Jesus’ body, he 
would be rendering himself ritually unclean. But he knew that otherwise Jesus’ body would probably be 
thrown into a common grave where the bones of many criminals already lay—perhaps right there at The Skull 
(was this the derivation of the name or the haunting impressions projected by the landscape or both?). Some 
things are far more important than politics and religious bureaucracy.  
 
Pilate was probably relieved. Now he could relax and forget about the problem of Jesus. Little did he know he 
would be “famous.” But for Joseph there must have been three hours of feverish activity. It was already past 
three o’clock and the Jewish Sabbath began at six o’ clock—not a lot of time to get to Pilate for permission, get 
back to The Skull, arrange helpers, and carry Jesus’ body to the family tomb.  
 
Why does Luke pay so much attention to Jesus’ burial? For several reasons. The first is that he removes any 
doubt about the reality of Jesus’ death. The Roman soldiers had made sure of that. Joseph had himself 
handled the body, and others had helped him prepare it for burial and carry it to the tomb.  
 
The second is that Luke makes clear that there was no confusion about the location of Jesus’ burial place. 
Joseph’s tomb was new, and a variety of witnesses knew where it was.  
 
Then, thirdly, Luke adds that the women went to prepare spices and ointments to return after the Sabbath to 
anoint the body. In other words, nobody—despite what Jesus had taught them—was expecting Jesus’ 
resurrection.  
 



 

 

But before we come to that resurrection (did I say “Game over?), we should take another look at Joseph. Of all 
the Gospel-writers, Luke was most like a historian in his method. But historians can also be poets and 
theologians. And there is something poetically theological about the way he frames his whole Gospel. His story 
of Jesus’ life begins with him being cared for by a man named Joseph, who places him in a borrowed resting 
place, in which no baby had ever been laid. It ends with Jesus being cared for again by a man named Joseph, 
who lays him in another borrowed resting place, where no man had ever been laid. The story has come full 
circle; another Joseph has received Christ into his heart and life. At the turning point of Luke’s Gospel, near the 
beginning of the journey to Jerusalem, Jesus had said that discipleship meant following one who had 
“nowhere to lay his head” (9:58). 
 
Now Joseph had come out into the open as a disciple, whatever it might cost. So, he gave up to Jesus the place 
where he had planned to lay his own head.  
 
At the cross, Jesus had given up what was his for the sake of Joseph. Now Joseph was giving up what was his 
for the sake of Jesus. That is what it means to be a disciple.  
 
We’ve been moving this story to its logical end, in this case a death was going to happen...and it did.  This has 
been declared by opponents of Jesus to be officially “over” as in GAME OVER.  Like so many movies that end 
up with sequels when we are left guessing under similar conditions. We have to ask the question, “Is it?...” 
 
The gospel is sometimes called “the great exchange”. Christ took our place and gave himself for us. But that 
leads to another exchange: we give ourselves to Christ and live for him. Is there a way in which the Spirit is 
prompting you to recommit yourself to this second exchange? 
 
 
 



 

 

Week 8 
GAME OVER – (Extended Play) 

 
April 10 
 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 
2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body 
of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling 
apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do 
you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he 
was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified 
and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all 
these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping 
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened. 
(Luke 24:1-12) 
 
Game Over?  Depends.  The war is over for sure, Jesus is the clear victor.  I mean after all, if death is the goal of 
your opponent and you beat death, where does that leave your opponent? Unfortunately, not everyone 
knows about this victory because no one really expected it. The 2 Mary’s and Joanna are on the scene. Loyal as 
they were, astute as they were, they didn’t see this one coming. This is a dramatic moment. Gobsmacked is 
the word comes to mind and I’m not even British!   
 
Who were these two men in dazzling apparel?  I think this was a little more than what you might imagine from 
the 1970’s.  They were from another place, the place where God hangs out. These three ladies are privy to 
their announcement, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you...!” Bible says, “they remembered.” Not because men don’t remember, they just aren’t 
always paying attention. Or at least it seems they were checked out that day Jesus was imparting vital 
information about coming events. “Idle tales! We don’t believe you!” was their response. Men, pay attention! 
 
Peter had been paying attention, especially after his recent self-beating at the Temple-complex woodshed.  He 
was now what you would call, “tempered.”  He was going to check this out.  When he returns he’s connecting 
dots and is so elated he can’t contain himself. This was epic.  Game over – differently! 
 
Try to think of at least 3 reasons why “Game Over - differently-style” is significant for you personally? 
If Jesus beat death and death’s minions, how does that affect or change your own life? 
What does Jesus expect us to do with that information? 
What did the 2 Marys and Joanna do with it? 
What did Peter do with it? 
How does the book of Acts tell us it changed their lives and the direction of their lives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

April 11 
 
That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem, 14 
and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking 
and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as 
you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 
the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 
And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers 
delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, 
some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 
him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself. 
 
28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he 
went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it 
and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while 
he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they 
found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 
and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:13-35) 
 
It is the first Easter Sunday. Two disciples are on their way to Emmaus. One is named Cleopas (v 18); the other, 
unnamed, is perhaps his wife? (They seem to return to their own home in v 29.) They are dejected in the 
aftermath of Jesus’ crucifixion; they are also confused by reports of an empty tomb and by rumors of angels 
saying that Jesus is alive.  
 
A stranger catches up with them on the way and asks them what they have been discussing. How can he not 
be familiar with the one topic on everybody’s mind? They are amazed at the stranger’s ignorance of the fact 
that Jesus is dead. Nevertheless—not realizing what is getting ready to happen in their lives—they explain the 
events that have killed their hopes. The stranger calls them out on this: You are so foolish and slow! Confused, 
he patiently takes them on a brief journey through a whole series of passages in the Old Testament. He shows 
them how what has happened is exactly what Scripture promised would happen to the Messiah!  
 
They are almost home now. But the stranger’s company has stirred up something in their hearts. A resonance 
or recognition of something deeply familiar.  No language at the moment can lock it down for them. They 
don’t want him to leave. And so he stays for a meal. Perhaps conscious that they are in the presence of 
someone much greater than themselves, they either ask him, or wait for him, to say the traditional blessing. 



 

 

But as he takes the bread, blesses it and breaks it, a light goes on in their minds. He reminds them of 
someone! Possibly observing for the first time the marks on his hands and wrists as he breaks the bread.  
 
It is Jesus!  
 
And then, just as suddenly as he appeared, he was gone!  
 
The two looked at each other: Did you feel what I felt while we were talking on the road? Was your heart 
burning too? They rush back to Jerusalem and burst into the upper room to tell the others that Jesus is alive; 
he has risen from the dead! Do they have a moment of deflation when they discover that the other disciples 
already know? But nobody seems to care who found out first. The only thing that matters is that Jesus has 
risen and is alive—just as he promised.  
 
The journey to Jerusalem began with the disciples noticing a look on Jesus’ face that they could not 
understand. As they moved forward through life, they watched him encountering and transforming many 
lives. By the time they were making their way to Emmaus, they were consumed with grief and, doubtless, with 
deep personal regret that they had failed him so badly. But the journey had not finished. Now, at last, they 
understand. 
 
Jerusalem was the destination for Jesus, but it was not the end of the journey for his disciples. Now they knew 
that just as he had set his face to go to Jerusalem, they must set their faces to go to all nations to proclaim his 
gospel and to call people to repentance and faith in him (24:45-47).  
 
The journey of Christ to Jerusalem led to the journey of his gospel to the nations, and to us. Now we are on a 
journey to bring that same gospel to others.  
 
But if you are to join that journey, you need to share the experience of Cleopas and his companion. You need 
to have Jesus open your mind to understand the Scriptures. You need to have Jesus move your heart so that it 
burns with the thrill of realizing that you have a crucified Savior who has risen from the dead and who is with 
you. Because you surely do, and he surely has, and he surely is.  
 
 
We have reached the end of the journey to Jerusalem. The question now is, are you ready to continue the 
journey from Jerusalem, as you take the gospel to others? What might that look like over the next few days, 
weeks, months and years? 
 
Sincerely ask Jesus to move your heart closer to his.  Ask him to use what you’ve learned during Lent this year 
to propel your faith forward.  Ask him to give you direction regarding your role in the unfolding of this “good 
drama.” (He will) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

April 12 
 
36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to 
you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. 
Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 
and he took it and ate before them. (Luke 24:36-43) 
 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:44-49) 
 
(Read Acts Chapter 1) 
 
A few weeks later we see things start to take effect... 
 
What did God do to propel Jesus’ victory forward on Pentecost? 
 
How were lives affected? Convicted? 
 
Do you see Pentecost as a reversal of the events at the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11? 
 
If so, how are the nations now affected with the promise of Good News For them? 
 
Does it mean there will be a re-gathering of the nations around the life of Jesus and His Kingdom? 
 
What role do see God calling you to play in this ever unfolding story?  Our church? 
 
Ask God to guide yourself and our church toward defining that role for the rest of 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

April 13 
 
And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, 
he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. (Luke 24:50-53) 
 
This is the end of the story that Luke shares with his gospel.  However, Luke sometime later writes a sequel to 
his Gospel call the The Book of Acts. There he picks up the narrative as the consequences of these events and 
the telling of the story starts to spread. Consolidating around this new reality and “origin” story are a group of 
people we would come to be known as the “church.” Pentecost became the galvanizing moment when God 
poured his Holy Spirit onto his church so they could now be empowered by Him. With newfound energy, “the 
people” would begin to find their lives re-directed for God’s greater purposes.  
 
Here’s what that looked like.... 
 
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand souls. 
 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:37-47) 
 
(Now, Read the 23rd Psalm) 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
  He leads me beside still waters. 
3 He restores my soul. 
  He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  
   you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
   and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 



 

 

Upon receiving the incredible news that Luke and others were reporting, what kind of effect was it having on 
people? I think one way to consider it is to overlay the verses we’ve read with those famous and familiar lines 
of the 23rd Psalm: 
 
• Here, members of the community, like the psalmist, can confidently say, “I shall not want” (v. 1).  
   No one will want for anything, because it is clear that the people “had all things in common” and distributed  
   “to all, as any had need” (Acts 2:44–45).  
 
• Those in the Acts community are depicted as being as happy as the metaphorical sheep in Psalm 23.  
 
• Rather than just having “a table [set] before” them (Ps. 23:5), “they broke bread together” (Acts 22:46).  
 
• Like of an overflowing cup (Ps. 23:5), they eat “with glad and generous hearts” (Acts 22:46).  
 
• Their companionship (bread sharing) protects, comforts, nourishes, and restores them.  
 
• Since each is acting in response to her or his belief, and most likely also to the baptism that was described in  
   Acts 2:36–41, community members place their confidence in God’s “goodness and mercy” (Ps. 23:6), calling  
   them together as community of generous people who care about one another. 
 
• The final verse of the passage from Acts invites listeners to consider what it means to be delivered into God’s 
   House and Kingdom. 
 
In a sense I think its fair to say that through Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, the church 
now embodies the substance of this powerful psalm. Wouldn’t you agree? 
 
Johns Gospel elaborates on this even further as he uses “Shepherd” language.  Jesus, referring to himself as 
the gate to the sheepfold, says, “Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 
pasture” (John 10:9).  
 
Psalm 23 in microcosm is the story of the lived-out experience of a life reconnected to God. It is a life spent 
wandering the right path through pastures and valleys with the God who is always with us. It is the life the 
thief on the cross longed for but could never access.  Jesus changed all that. The community in Acts provides a 
concrete example of what can and should be expected in the life giving reality of a healthy church community.  
 
Because of everything Jesus set out to do, these people have entered through the gate of baptism in Christ 
and are now about the business of coming in, going out (see John 10:9), and helping others to find restoration 
for their own lives (and vital relationships). 
 
This story continues at FCC. Lent reminds us why we are here in the first place. The Game of Captivity is over, 
but not everybody is aware.  Our task is to live into it and then live it out for everyone to see as they hopefully 
see Jesus is us – together.  
 




