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Advent Week 1 
Hope 

 
Monday, November 28 
Read Matthew 1:1–17 – (Jesus’s genealogy, nerds can also read Lk 3.23–38 for comparison) 
 
The Bible tells a big story. Holy Scripture is a sacred saga of more than a thousand pages that takes us from 
creation to new creation, from paradise lost to paradise regained, from the Garden of Eden to the garden city 
of New Jerusalem. In every epic drama there are antagonists who threaten goodness and menace justice. In 
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, Sauron, Saruman, Gollum, Wormtongue, and a host of other villains imperil 
Middle Earth – names you may or may not be familiar with. In the Bible we find the likes of Pharaoh, Goliath, 
Nebuchadnezzar, King Herod, and Pontius Pilate among the villains who are in league with the very 
embodiment of evil itself—the devil. It’s with these enemies that the heroes of the Bible—Moses, David, 
Daniel, John the Baptist, and most of all Jesus—must struggle and prevail. The Bible is not really an 
encyclopedia of God-facts or a journal of divine jurisprudence, it is primarily the epic story of God’s ultimate 
triumph over evil. Admittedly there are moments in, say, Leviticus or Numbers, where the plot seems lost, but 
it’s always found again and the Great Struggle continues. 
  
In that struggle the names of people emerge.  As they do, they start out as just names.  However, when we 
hook our peepers on their story, things begin to take on a life of their own and we are pulled in.  Ultimately all 
the stories point to Jesus, perhaps the most misunderstood name in human history. 
  
To overcome some of the misunderstand and keep our bearings, here are some fun-facts about Jesus’ name in 
Matthew’s genealogy: 
 
 • Jesus, “Joshua” (Hebrew, “Yeshuaʿ”) is a later, abbreviated form of the name “Yehoshua,”  
    meaning “The Lord (YHWH) is help (or salvation).” Perhaps if people had to say “Yehoshua”  
    they might swear less.  On the other hand, if you say the name of Jesus, you are invoking The  
    Deity – and this one leverages every opportunity to help. I’m confident he doesn’t want us 
    to abuse or misuse his name, but to represent it well.  I’m also confident that when people do  
    so in ignorance, he is hearing not so much an offense as that person’s lostness, or pain, or       
    frustration. I believe that concerns him even more. 
 
 • Messiah, Gk “Christos,” “Anointed One.” Those anointed by God—typically kings and  
    priests—were set apart by God for a specific divine purpose (1 Sam 10.1; Ex 29.7). This one  
    was “anointed” for THE PURPOSE of all purposes.  You may have the “Ayatollah of Rock &  
    Rolla,” “The Sultan of Swing,” or the “Warrior of the Wasteland,” or any other kind of  
   personage or title of renown, however there is only one who is anointed to be King of kings  
   and Lord of lords – Jesus the Messiah. 
 
 • The designation “son” indicates Jesus’s familial descent. The Mormons are the genealogy  
    experts of our time.  They are driven to help fellow Mormons (or “Latter day Saints” as they  
    prefer to be known), to find the names of deceased loved ones for the purpose of “proxy  
    baptism.”  That is, I get baptized as a proxy for my great, great uncle Joe, who wasn’t a  
    church member but now can relax in eternity because my baptism will get his name onto  
    heaven’s role.  The hope is, when I die, I can be with all the ancestors that we’ve accounted   
    for through the process of genealogical research.  In Jesus’ case, the Jewish people kept track 
    for the purpose of identity and inclusion in the rights and privileges of God’s people.  For  
    those really in tune, it was to remember the responsibility of their calling as a nation to be  



    the light to the Gentiles. 
  
That he is both the son of David, the king, and son of Abraham, the patriarch, demonstrates that Jesus is a 
member of the royal family of David, and a true Israelite.  
 
The genealogy symbolizes the hope for a savior, a king, a true son who would answer the call to lead God’s 
people into a kingdom that would stand forever.  The king has come, according to the gospel, we now wait for 
his return.  Until then, we, like all creation hope in a day when everything is made right once and for all.  
 
Pray for our church that God can make an impact in us and through us for His Kingdom this Advent. 
  



Tuesday, November 29 
Read Romans 8:18-30 – (Creation groans and God works in the mess from the inside out) 
Read Matthew 1:1-17 (Again) 
 
What’s so great about the number “14”? 
 
Genealogies...they can be as boring as watching paint dry, or if you know the people connected to the names 
mentioned, they are a prompt for a compelling story.  Most of the people in Jesus’ genealogy have some story 
that is worth telling.  Matthew connects all of the potential “stories” (each name mentioned) with a 
framework of “14’s”.   The frameworks are defined by the “meta” stories of the bible – those include the long 
narratives of Abraham, David, the implosion of Israel as a nation, the formative season in Babylon, the return 
to the Holy Land, finally the birth of Jesus.  We see that framework in a stylized ancestral tree that Matthew 
puts up for Christmas, consisting of roughly three groups of fourteen LED lights reflecting different people 
ornamenting the timeline:  
 
 • from Abraham to David,  
 • from David to the deportation to Babylon in 586 BC (2 Kings 24.8–16), and  
 • from the deportation to Jesus  
 
Did you know that the numerical value of David’s name in Hebrew is fourteen?  This may have provided 
Matthew the creative constraints for how he would design this part of his gospel.   Why? In the Bible, certain 
numbers had spiritual value.  The number 7, consistently means “complete” or “perfect.” The number 14 is 
symbolic of a “double measure” of completion or perfection.  
 
However, Matthew’s genealogy is not complete like you would think.  People are left out in this telling. These 
include Joash the son of Ahaziah - and Joash’s son, Amaziah, and his son, Azariah - all deleted (see 1 Chronicles 
3.11–12). However, the way he organized it is a signpost to the “double completion” of Jesus birth. One of his 
main purposes is to establish that David and Abraham were Jesus’s forebears. The “double completion” 
represents fulfillment of the “king” and “true Israelite” status.   
 
You may be wondering, how could he just “delete” those guys? One genealogical thread on my mom’s side 
allegedly goes back to Martha Washington, (allegedly).  Another found a few generations of horse thieves 
(likely). Guess which one got the delete buttton?  I don’t think however shame was the issue for Matthew as 
much as how the pattern would speak as much of the words.  For Jewish people patterns actually mattered as 
much, if not more than words – as hard as that is to believe.  Matthew the Jew was trying to signal something 
through the pattern.  The number 14 – double measure completion - was what he was after when he linked 
Abraham and David to Jesus.  Got it?   
 
This is something big, REAL BIG!  Because the story of the Bible is a story about anticipation of better things 
ahead.  God promised along the way, at different places on the timeline, that in the future – when the time 
was right – all would be revealed. This is one reason why the Bible became so important to God’s people.  It 
was a record of the struggles of life and the hopeful promises that were given that gave people cause to work 
through them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, November 30 
Read Romans 4:18-25 
Read Matthew 1:1-17 
 
The reading in Romans today is part of a long discussion the apostle Paul is having with believers who know 
the message of Matthew’s gospel and have formed into churches as a result.  In this chapter specifically he 
talks about Abraham and David and their family. He talks about God at work in their messes and the promises 
he gave to help them through. He then talks about the necessity of faith to make it all work like it should and 
he finally concludes this chapter on one important note, hope.  
 
Hope in the face of all odds against hope. Hope that shows up where wombs are barren and hope that 
surprises when God enables them to create life again. Biblical hope usually centers around hopeless situations 
that change dramatically when visited with faith in God to overcome. He could have been talking about your 
family or mine as far as the dilemma of these characters is concerned. The only difference is they were playing 
a role in bringing a special person into the world.   
 
Hope’s opposite is despair, and despair is what many of us fight against on a regular basis.  It is the lack of 
trust and certainty that things will get better. It is the resignation you feel when you are trapped in personal or 
professional relationships that are toxic. That the new boss is really just another version of the old boss. That 
sense of “this too shall pass,” really only means – “so that something else will quickly replace it – or stack onto 
it.”  The hopelessness that results from despair relocates our status in life to “sub-human.” We lose our life 
and vitality and reason and purpose.   
 
The reason why the bible is an anchor in our despair dilemma is because of the story it contains about hope.  It 
captures our attention – and our hearts because it is the one sure place we can go and consistently connect 
with God. The bible is not equal to Him but does a good job of carrying our souls to Him and His promises of 
hope back to our souls.  Without the Bible, we quickly lose our way.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, December 1 
Read Matthew 9:9-13 
Matthew 1:1-17 
 
Matthew – a former tax collector, is well familiar with despair.  I’m sure he brought a lot of it with him when 
he knocked on your door.  However, he made commissions as a tax farmer for the Romans, so he shrugged it 
off as part of the job.  There must have been something really nagging at him though because the day Jesus 
showed up at his tax-collectors-booth, the timing must have been perfect.  Jesus simply said, “Follow me,” and 
Matthew said to his homies, “I’m out!” And then said to Jesus, “Where to?”  His new connection to Jesus and 
his family changed his life and his calling to deal in despair. Now he’s making up for lost time as a messenger 
of hope.  And the first people he wanted to discover hope were his despair-dealing brethren, so he invited 
them to dinner with Jesus! At his table, we saw Jesus including the alleged “un-includible” – tax collectors and 
sinners! 
 
That’s why genealogies are important, they’re about who’s included!  For that reason, they are common in the 
Hebrew Bible (Old Testament).  1 Chronicles dedicates the first nine chapters - 1–9 just to genealogy alone!  
This was a matter of pride and importance for demonstrating one’s status as true Israelites.  Nehemiah 7.61–
64 gives indication that if you can’t prove who you are, you can’t enjoy membership benefits! You better have 
the right connections, family connections!  
 
Now, imagine if Matthew had taken as much time with his genealogy as 1 Chronicles!  That would be about as 
interesting as going to a stranger’s family reunion. You know, after eating the free food, the appeal would 
quickly wear off and you’d start to get bored real quick.  One more story from your non-uncle, Albert finally 
pushes you over the edge and you have to excuse yourself from the gathering.  It doesn’t matter anyway, you 
weren’t supposed to be there in the first place, you were not included in their gene pool and their stories 
would have nothing to do with you.  Thankfully, Matthew just gives us a few paragraphs – the Cliff’s notes of 
the genealogical Cliff notes. Very selective and to the point.  In writing them, words are carefully selected 
because he has in mind both Jesus and you and the possible inclusion of everyone into this family’s story! 
 
That’s why I think it’s fascinating and no accident that it includes women, particular women.  These ladies had 
a special role in the Old Testament stories, but some of them also symbolize inclusion of non-Israelite 
members of the family – Gentile women. Jesus’s genealogy is unusual, however, not simply because it includes 
women, but because it also features non-Israelite (i.e., Gentile) women, some of questionable reputation:  
 
 • Tamar (v. 3; Gen 38),  
 • Rahab (v. 5; Josh 2.1–21; 6.22–25),  
 • Ruth (v. 5; Ruth 2–4), and  
 • Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah (v. 6; 2 Sam 11–12).  
 
Their inclusion is a mystery to some.  However, if you dig a little deeper into their stories you find they have 
some things to share that important for the journey.  Society ranks and discounts people, God never does.  In 
the background of their stories, you can hear creation groaning until relationships are put right through Jesus.  
Jesus gets their stories because his own mother had her own version of their struggle.   
 
Pray for a woman in your world who might be struggling today. 
 
 
 
 



Friday, December 2 
Genesis 38:6-30 
 
Tamar’s Story: Why She’s Included 
 
The story of Tamar is one of many in the bible where a woman uses unorthodox means in order to ensure the 
succession of descendants. Tamar, probably a Canaanite, is given in marriage to Judah’s son Er. When Er dies 
because of his sinfulness, she is given to his brother Onan.  Onan does not want to honor the obligation to his 
dead brother, so God takes his life also. Tamar is now doubly widowed. Judah has a third son but is afraid that 
marriage with Tamar will be deadly for this son also. So, Tamar is instructed to return to her father’s house 
and wait. Tamar, however, is not free. She is promised to the third son, Shelah, and must marry him or no one.  
 
Tamar waits for years. Judah apparently has no intention of honoring the obligation to his dead son Er. So, 
Tamar takes matters into her own hands. She disguises herself and waits for Judah on the way to Timnah. 
Judah mistakes her for a harlot, contracts with her, and sleeps with her. Each of these statements is 
significant. Judah mistakes her for a harlot or temple prostitute. He sends the fee the next day, but the people 
of the place say, “There has never been a temple prostitute here.” Later Tamar is accused of “playing the 
harlot.” Nowhere does the text claim that she is a harlot. The people in the story, however, mistake her for 
one.  
 
Tamar contracts with Judah: her body for a fee. She is not interested in payment, however; she is interested in 
his identification. She asks for Judah’s seal, cord, and staff. She is not available for the payment of the fee, so 
she keeps the pledge. These items will save her life when she is about to be executed for adultery.  
 
Judah sleeps with Tamar and she conceives. In the midst of many bible stories of barren women, Tamar 
conceives immediately. She gives birth to twins, Perez and Zerah. She herself has provided descendants for 
her dead husband and continued the line of Judah.  
 
Judah’s response to the discovery that he is the man responsible for Tamar’s pregnancy, a situation for which 
he is about to execute her, is the key to the story. Judah exclaims, “She is more righteous than I am” (38:26). 
Righteousness in the Bible is always based on relationship. Tamar has honored the demands of the 
relationship with her dead husband whereas Judah has not. Thus, Tamar is more righteous than Judah. She 
has taken on the responsibility of another and been judged guilty because of it. She has taken unconventional 
risks, broken the accepted pattern, and been judged guilty because of it. Yet in the end she is judged to be 
more righteous than the other main character in the story because she has honored the demands of the 
relationship.  
 
The presence of Tamar’s two sons in her life, fulfilled a long-awaited hope that she began to believe wasn’t 
possible until she took desperate action.  God saw that desperation and acted through it.  Where it got messy, 
His grace proved more than sufficient.  Her hope was actually driven by something God had placed deep 
within her.  A God-sized desire that she may have limited to her own longing for children, but in reality her 
hope stemmed from God wanting to use her for his plan.  Hindsight would be much more than 20/20 for her 
now, however God is always doing more than we could ask or imagine, but it’s always according to His 
timetable.  You never know what God is up to when he gives you and I a longing for something and a hope to 
see it come to fruition.  “We know that in all things, God is working together for good, for those who love him 
and are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  Those words can mean a lot more than you realize 
when hope is involved! 
 



Tamar’s son Perez is an ancestor of David. Generations later, Boaz, husband of Ruth, will be blessed in her 
name: “With the offspring the LORD will give you from this girl, may your house become like the house of 
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah” (Ruth 4:12). Tamar is thus an ancestor of Jesus, son of David of the tribe of 
Judah. She herself is mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew (Matt 1:3). She is one of Jesus’ great-
grandmothers and if Christmas is about anything, it is about relationships – even the world gets that.  For 
Christians it is about the one who is able to make all of our relationships what they can potentially be in their 
healthiest expression.   
 
This Advent invite Jesus in to your home or into a relationship you have that isn’t the healthiest. 
Ask him to give you wisdom regarding how you can approach your relationships with him at the center of 
them.  
 
 
 
 



Week 2 
Peace 

 
Monday, December 5 
Read Genesis 3 
 
The Bible was written at different periods of time and has reflected a variety of attitudes toward women as 
they show up in diverse episodes of scripture.  Most cultures historically have allocated to women a 
diminished role in society and have often relegated them to the domestic sphere where they are managers of 
the home and responsible for the care and nurture of children.  When they found themselves in public spaces, 
it was not unusual for them to be deferential to men in those domains.  These were often the every-day 
realities of women as they inhabited the world and tried to keep their vital connections healthy. 
 
As the Bible presents itself in story form, it is driven primarily by male figures responsible for the transmission 
of the promises of God from generation to generation.  Along the way, God made “relational agreements” 
with them and their families as they represented his people.  These agreements are often understood as 
God’s covenants which were initiated and renewed with men such as—Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Moses, David, etc. What doesn’t get recognized very well is the role women have played in the process of 
bringing Jesus in the world as participants in those covenants.  Jesus’ genealogy and its inclusion of the four 
women was an honest depiction of the various people, relationships and dramas that God worked through in 
order to bring his promised son into the right place at the right time.  It reflected the covenantal faithfulness 
of God and his ability to work through the mess of human relationships and our inability to do them well, 
especially when we try to do so without him.  
 
From God’s point of view, the Bible is also a story of the “promised son” and God’s covenantal faithfulness. It 
reflects God’s attempts to rebuild relationships that had been shattered.  This aspect of the story is defined by 
God’s ability to work through human weakness in order to accomplish what he had promised.  We know this 
happened at the very beginning in Genesis, so for the purposes of our Advent devotional storyline, and the 
prompting of Matthew’s genealogy, we are revisiting how people managed those connections and what’s at 
stake.  
 
As we read the bible, we get the sense that people are drawn to each other because those connections are the 
most meaningful part of being human.  But they are also the most challenging part of being human! 
 
Why do you think it is so hard for us to get along with other people? It should be easy, right?  Even with God - 
who made us for vital connections that include himself.  However, we find ourselves daily struggling to keep it 
all in order and healthy.  Often, we fail, people get hurt, we frequently misunderstand where others are 
coming from and we carry a lot of frustration, bitterness and longing for a day when everything “just works.”  
Can you dig it? Are you picking up what I’m putting down?  Of course, you can, or you wouldn’t have stuck it 
out so far, lol! 
God can dig it, more than you know.  If you are wearing bell-bottoms and tie-dye, you may be stuck on the 
timeline somewhere.  God however never get’s stuck, but he does engage us where we are and what we’re 
about in the moment.  That’s what makes his part so interesting! And as he reveals himself through scripture, 
he clearly understands there are forces at work within you and I that war against the possibility of having 
healthy connections that are both satisfying and fulfilling.  God wants what he’s created to experience a deep 
and lasting peace.  The Old Testament calls this “shalom” – a kind of peace that infuses everything with life, 
health and order. Something lost a long time ago and something the “promised one” came to restore. 
 



As we look forward to celebrating Jesus this Advent, think of someone in your world that God wants to 
connect with.  He may be using you for that very thing.  Ask him to show you how you can play a role in 
showing Him to them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, December 6 
Read Genesis 3, Galatians 5:13-26 
The forces at work that keep us from peace 
 
We’re going to learn a ‘nerd word’ this morning. It’s called “etiology.” Got it?  Say it with me,  
“e” – “t”  - “ology.”  Very good, now you can tell all your friends this week!  What does it mean and why? Just 
why, Pastor?  Etiology is the original cause of something.  Like, what came first? Chick-fil-a (Christian chicken) 
or Cane’s Chicken?  Sounds almost biblical doesn’t it? Even tastes like it.  I know what you’re thinking, why? 
Just why, Pastor?   
 
Perhaps my response means I don’t get your response, but the reason we talk about Cain, Christians and a 
whole lot more has to do with the original “causes” of some big problems we face on a daily basis.   
 
After Adam and Eve ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, God judged them in their respective 
areas of work (Genesis 3:16-19). Prior to this however, God cursed the serpent (Genesis 3:14-15), and as part 
of the curse, He promised warfare between the lines of the woman and the serpent:  
 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel (Genesis 3:15, ESV).   
 
This is the “first promise of the gospel.” God promised to put enmity/hostility between two individuals, the 
serpent (“you,” singular) and the woman. But God also promised to put hostility between the serpent’s 
“offspring” and the woman’s “offspring.” Do these “offspring” refer to two groups or two individuals? 
 
The two different “seed” refer to groups, and they also refer to specific individuals that exemplify those 
groups, namely Jesus and the devil. Jesus had His heel bruised on the cross when He died, but He ultimately 
crushed the head of the serpent by conquering sin and death.  
 
Genesis 3:15 sets up a war between two lines that can be traced throughout the Bible. Satan is at war with 
both the woman and her seed.  And that is all we need to consider for now, tomorrow we will continue this 
part of the conversation so we can better figure out why we have not peace right now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, December 7 
Read 1 John 3:1-15, Genesis 6:1-4 
The forces at work that keep us from peace (part 2) 
 
 
Picking up from yesterday’s thread on Genesis 3, there is also an expansion of the serpent’s agenda as it 
unfolds in the story of Genesis 6:1-4.  Here a literal usage of “seed” is described in scripture that led God to 
frustratingly declare that his “good creation” is now over-run with wickedness.  A line of the serpent is now 
being manufactured and “unauthorized beings” are thrown into the mix. 
 
So, who is of the serpent’s line? Is this referring to humans? The collective “seed” of Genesis 3:15 could refer 
to the physical seed of the woman and the physical seed of the serpent, or it could refer to the spiritual seed 
of both. It may be possible to understand the serpent’s seed as physical, particularly if my interpretation of 
Genesis 6:1-4 is correct (that fallen spirit beings mated with human women and bore the giant Nephilim). This 
seed plays out with giants in the Promised Land, namely the “unauthorized” Anakim and Rephaim. (This is a 
whole other devotional thread for “maybe later”). For our purposes, let just consider how these beings, i.e. 
giants, are not fit for God’s creation, because he didn’t design it with them in mind.  Therefore, God is justified 
later on when he tells Joshua and Caleb to go into the promised land and destroy everything that is connected 
to them. 
 
All that said, the emphasis in Scripture seems to be on the spiritual seed, meaning the seed of the woman is 
anyone who follows God, and the seed of the serpent is anyone who follows the devil. There is a war between 
the ungodly line of the serpent and the godly line of the woman throughout the Bible. This is especially seen in 
Genesis with the stories of Abel and Cain, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, and David and Saul, Chick-fil-a 
and Caine’s  
 
The God-oriented line of Eve is filled with many God-directed people (Noah, Abraham, Jacob, David, Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, etc.). People not perfect by any stretch of the imagination, but faithful in staying with 
God over the long haul.  Part of their responsibility in various ways is to attack the seed of the serpent and 
those who unwittingly fall in line with his agenda (Esau, Saul, Goliath, and opposing forces to God’s purposes, 
etc.).  
 
With this in mind, women in particular play an important role in the promised war against the serpent 
forecasted in Genesis 3:15, as women throughout the Bible preserve the covenant and help to defeat the 
devil. This begins with Eve’s provision of a son to replace the murdered Abel— “Adam knew his wife again, 
and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, ‘God has appointed for me another offspring [lit. 
“seed”] instead of Abel, for Cain killed him’” (Genesis 4:25). 
 
Sooo...where did evil come from again?  The primary driver came from outside of people, the serpent, i.e. the 
devil and his unauthorized creations.   John even tells us later on in 1 John 3:8, “The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.”  Since the beginning he has been working against God’s purposes, 
especially relational purposes which have resulted in a loss of peace and a whole lot of frustrated people.  We 
play into it as people when we follow his lead instead of God’s.  This is the thing we are fighting to overcome 
and waiting for Jesus the Messiah to help us with. 
 
Ask God to help you with any relational struggle you may be going through.  Ask him to give you wisdom on 
how to speak against the forces coming in from the outside – i.e. the devil’s work, and the forces at work 
inside – i.e. anything not reflective of the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-25) 
 



Thursday, December 8 
Joshua 2:1-21 
 
Had it not been for a woman named Rahab, the story of the conquest of the promised land by the followers of 
Moses would have been very different! The spies sent by Joshua to reconnoiter the land stayed in the house 
of a woman named Rahab, who is identified as a harlot. The possibility that her house is a brothel is further 
suggested by the statement that the spies “lay” there (2:1), a word with strong sexual connotations. Her 
house, or inn, is built into the city wall. Her family also lives in the city—father, mother, brothers, etc. (6:23). 
No husband or children are mentioned; she is a working woman, responsible for her own support, and very in 
tune with the well being of her larger family.   
 
Rahab is a woman greatly loyal to her family, industrious and a person with good scruples.  However, 
opportunities in her corner of the “groaning creation” (remember Romans 8?), are limited to only a few 
options. She makes her peace with them, but clearly longs for more solid footing regarding her spiritual life.  
 
It is not surprising that the two professions of prostitute and innkeeper are mingled; often prejudice assumes 
that if a woman keeps a hotel she must be a prostitute or a madam. News collects at an inn; strangers are less 
conspicuous there. Perhaps this is why the spies choose to stay with Rahab, who herself has heard the news 
about the Israelites encamped across the Jordan. She not only knows of the exodus and the victories over local 
kings; she knows that God has given them the land.  
 
This is where “covenantal faithfulness” starts to really shine in her heart. Rahab’s speech (2:9-13) is a 
testimony of faith in the God of Israel. Her faith is manifested not only in words, but also in actions. She shows 
“hesed,” a crucial word in the background of this year’s advent journey, it describes faithful covenant love, 
which she offers to the spies (2:12). She hides them and sends their pursuers on a wild goose chase. Having 
shown hesed to the spies, she requests hesed in return. She asks that they spare her family in the battle for 
Jericho. The men pledge to do so. This Canaanite woman represents the many Canaanites who will join Israel 
and become part of the covenant people. The repetition of the covenant virtues—hesed and ʾemeth (love and 
fidelity)—signifies Rahab’s entrance into the covenant (Josh 2:12-14; cf. 6:25). 
 
I believe Rahab wanted peace, not just any peace, but God’s “shalom peace,” that she could not find in 
Canaanite culture.  She quickly gravitated to God’s presence as it was imperfectly delivered to her house in the 
form of the spies of Israel.  And in the mess God used this sketchy set of circumstance to reveal himself to her.  
You get the sense that when God connected with her here, she was saying to herself, “Of course! You’re the 
God I’ve been looking for my whole life, and now I’ve found the peace I’ve never known!”  Her actions would 
prove, that even taking huge risks that could cost her life would be worth it because of what she discovered 
that day.  
 
Ask God to invade your world or the world of someone you love with his peace in a surprising way today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday, December 9 
Joshua 6:1-5; 20-25 
 
Jericho is the first city in the land taken by the entering Israelites. In taking the city they carry out the customs 
of Holy War. One such custom is the herem, or ban. There are no prisoners captured; there is no plunder 
taken. No one is to get rich from war. Therefore, all living things are killed, all material things destroyed. It is a 
harsh directive. There are to be no exceptions.  
 
Everything and everyone connected to the unauthorized beings, the Anakim and the Rephaim are to be 
destroyed, beginning with the Kings Og and Sihon (Joshua 2:1), who are one of them.  The threat to Rahab and 
her family is obvious. The spies, however, are faithful to their word. The command is given to put everything in 
the city under the ban except Rahab and her family (Joshua 6:17).  
 
Joshua sends the spies themselves to fetch her and her family. Rahab is an independent business woman who 
deceives her king in order to protect Israel. She is a courageous woman who entrusts her future and that of 
her family to an unknown people and an unknown God. She has heard of this God, however, she already 
practices covenant virtues and expects them in return. God answers her trust with generous love.  
 
Rahab and her family “continue in the midst of Israel to this day,” a part of God’s covenant people. She is 
named in the Letter to the Hebrews as an example of faith: “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish with the 
disobedient, for she had received the spies in peace” (Hebrews 11:31).  
 
The Letter of James singles her out along with Abraham as an example of someone who demonstrates faith by 
good works: “…was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent 
them out by a different route?” (James 2:25). She is one of the five women listed in Matthew’s genealogy of 
Jesus (Matt 1:5). She is named as the mother of Boaz who will marry Ruth, another foreign woman who 
practices the covenant virtue of hesed and becomes a mother in Israel and a great-grandmother of Jesus. 
 
What role does the notion of covenant play in your life?  If you have any covenants with people or God, ask 
God to help you and the other people involved to help you have covenantal faithfulness.  Then ask him to 
show you the peace that can come from that. 
 
 
 
 



Week 3 
Joy 

 
Monday, December 12 
Read Ruth 1  
About Ruth... 
 
Did you know that Ruth is the only book to be named after a foreign woman. Its title and Moabite heroine 
immediately raise questions regarding her role as a foreigner, especially a foreigner who is from a despised 
people.  Not to mention the fact that story is told mostly from her perspective, and it is about a human being 
who, against all odds overcomes great tragedy and ends up as a celebrated figure in the story of God’s people.  
Ruth is a classic example for the nations to see that God’s redemptive purpose ultimately is not just about 
Israel, but about people.  Human beings made in the image and likeness of God, male and female.  I’m also 
biased toward Ruth because it is the middle name of a woman in my own life that has shown some of these 
same characteristics – Georgeanna Ruth Moore.  
 
As much as the biblical tradition is vilified for being anti-women, considering the cultural constraints and 
attitudes prevalent in the ancient near east, this is a semi-revolutionary document.  It celebrates God and 
people and offers hope to the hopeless, peace to the anxious and overwhelmed, love because it is centered in 
her devotion to Naomi, Boaz and especially her love for God – and His people. For her hesed, covenant 
faithfulness or loyalty, God honored her name.  He did this by using her as a vessel to continue the line of the 
promised seed who we now know as Jesus the Messiah.  He also made sure a book was left in a critical place 
in His story so we could remember her well.  Of all the people in Matthew’s genealogy, only Ruth has this 
much space dedicated to her story. 
 
As a short story Ruth is told in a way where its clear the writer – led by God – has carefully crafted it to move 
compellingly through various scenes before reaching a climax and conclusion. It opens with a crisis—famine, 
displacement, barrenness, and death—that will be resolved in the end. At the center of this drama stands 
Naomi, who has been stripped of everything that gives her life meaning and security. And it takes the loyalty 
and resourcefulness of another woman, her daughter-in-law Ruth, to reconnect Naomi to her kinsman Boaz 
and reintegrate her within her community.  
 
The Pattern Says Something Too 
Remarkably, this ancient story dwells extensively on one women’s experience and how she found her voice in 
circumstances that would shut most of us down.  The narrative is carefully structured to highlight the themes 
of loss and restoration. Themes that are the necessary raw material for deep and profound joy. 
 
The first chapter, consisting of three scenes where the “pattern” is worth paying attention to if you want to 
experience the significance of the joy celebrated in the outcome:   
  
 • Family history of loss - 1:1-5 
 • Female negotiation of kinship ties – 1:6-18 
 • Naomi’s lament before the women of the Bethlehem community - 1:19-22  
 
It is balanced by the three scenes of the final chapter which result in joyful resolution: 
 
 • Male negotiation of kinship ties - 4:1–12;  
 • Celebration by women in the community of Naomi’s restoration - 4:13–17  
 • Family history of people produced as a result of this great story - 4:18–22  



 
What’s the point, Leonard?  Look at your own stories of loss and restoration, you may have pockets of joy that 
haven’t been celebrated.  I also believe that the state people are in post-pandemic has put us in a habit of 
living less as storied creatures and more as people who are ricocheting from one thing to another in stimulus 
and response mode.  We aren’t taking much time for a “balcony view” of our lives and processing how God 
leads us regularly through losses and restorations.  If we don’t take time to see the “pattern” of his work in our 
lives, we may miss some important things that God has done.  Additionally, other people need to hear our 
own stories of God at work so they can be blessed by us as we find ourselves blessed by Ruth when we listen 
to her story. 
 
Name one story where you’ve seen God work to create restoration of a loss or a blessing out of something 
that at first was a crisis.  Offer it up to him with gratitude for his faithfulness. Ask him to give you an 
opportunity to share it with someone else.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday December 13 
Ruth 2-3 
 
Ruth is the widowed daughter-in-law of a widowed mother- in-law, a woman surrounded by death. She is a 
foreigner in Israel. Worse, she is a Moabite. Deuteronomy prescribes, “No Ammonite or Moabite may ever be 
admitted into the community of the LORD, nor any descendants of theirs even to the tenth generation, 
because they would not support you with food and water on your journey after you left Egypt, and because 
Moab hired Balaam, son of Beor, from Pethor in Aram Naharaim, to curse you; though the LORD, your God, 
would not listen to Balaam and turned his curse into a blessing for you, because he loves you. Never promote 
their peace and prosperity as long as you live” (Deut 23:4-7; cf. Neh 13:1-3, 23-25). Well...with that said, from 
Ruth’s point of view, she’s kinda stuck and not much to hope for.  
 
What you have to love about her, is she is still undaunted by this situation!  She faithfully follows her beloved 
mother-in-law. She speaks the words that have become a well-known testimony to undying love: “Wherever 
you go I will go, wherever you lodge I will lodge, your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 
Wherever you die I will die, and there be buried. May the LORD do so and so to me, and more besides, if 
anything but death separates me from you” (Ruth 1:16-17).  
 
After the death of the men in her world, she readily goes to work to support herself and Naomi (2:2). She is 
diligent, working “with scarcely a moment’s rest” (2:7). She is humble. When Boaz, the owner of the field, 
speaks kindly to her, she replies: “Why should I, a foreigner, be favored with your attention?” (2:10). She is 
generous. She brings her mother-in-law not only what she has gleaned, but even what she had saved from 
lunch (2:17-18). She is a gentle, kind, unassuming woman, no doubt she’s a keeper! 
 
Ruth is also brave and daring. When Naomi conceives the plan to remind Boaz that he could fulfill the levirate 
obligation by marrying Ruth, she obeys without question. She does exactly what her mother-in-law suggests. 
She bathes and anoints herself, puts on her best clothes, and goes to the threshing floor at night. There she 
uncovers the sleeping Boaz and lies down at his feet. Her actions are hardly expected of a respectable woman, 
but she’s shrewd enough to know what she’s doing and how to manage herself under those conditions. I 
mean all things being equal, how safe is a woman, a foreigner besides, alone at night at a threshing floor 
where the men have been drinking?  
 
Boaz, however, has become her protector (cf. 2:8-9, 15) something I believe she picked up really quick. When 
she informs him that he is her next of kin, he blesses her. He credits her with hesed, the covenant virtue of 
loyal love, for heeding her mother-in-law rather than “going after the young men.” He adds that the 
townspeople know that she is “a worthy woman.” Even though she is a Moabite, daughter of a hated enemy, 
he finds that she observes the covenant and is worthy of being his wife.  
 
He will have no peace until this matter is settled.  What hindsight tells us and him and her, is that God is 
working in hearts to drive this story forward into his story.  There is a peace that comes to all of us when this 
kind of thing is happening.  We kind of know something larger than ourselves is taking place, but only time will 
really give us a true picture of what really happened. For Boaz and Ruth, they are both unsettled until that 
thing inside of them finds is proper place.  These are how the mysteries of God take form in our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, December 14 
Ruth 4 
 
Looking for resolution, Boaz needs to settle a prior claim; there is a still closer relative than he. So, he sends 
Ruth away from the threshing floor before anyone can recognize her and spread gossip. But he does not send 
her home empty-handed. She returns to Naomi not only with the news, but with a cloak full of barley. Then 
with Naomi she waits while the men settle the legal matters. 
 
All ends happily in this short story. Boaz settles the prior claim and marries Ruth. The witnesses bless her in 
the names of three great women: “Rachel and Leah, who between them built up the house of Israel” and 
Tamar, who bore Perez to Judah. The blessing of the witnesses is fulfilled. As Rachel and Leah were the 
mothers of Israel’s twelve tribes, Ruth becomes the great grandmother of David, Israel’s greatest king. Like 
Tamar, Ruth is a foreign woman who acted unconventionally in order to fulfill the levirate obligation to her 
dead husband. Like Perez, Ruth’s son Obed continues the line of the covenant people.  
 
The neighbor women also praise Ruth. They rejoice with Naomi in the daughter-in-law who loves her: “She is 
worth more to you than seven sons.” Seven is the number of fullness or completion. There can be no greater 
praise in a society where a woman’s worth and survival were dependent on sons. 
 
Ruth is a foreign woman, a Moabite, who not only practices covenant virtues but becomes a mother of the 
covenant people. The devoted love between Ruth and Naomi, two childless and powerless widows, gives rise 
to the line of David whose dynasty, God promises, will endure forever (2 Sam 7:16). In Matthew’s genealogy, 
which identifies Jesus as Son of David, Ruth is listed as one of his female ancestors (Matt 1:5). 
 
People love happy endings, because they result in joy and celebration. Much of life doesn’t always follow this 
script, so when joy shows up, it is good to recognize it, celebrate it and spend some time pondering the 
significance of the things that created it.   
 
Where are the pockets of joy in your world?  We all are prone to spend time and attention on the things that 
are wrong with our world.  Whole industries of news organizations capitalize on our human propensity to 
fixate on the bad, leaving us to feel like trapped victims of circumstance.  However, Ruth is there to show us 
that we can choose to be undaunted about the situation and find those things that are within our reach to 
lean into.  From Ruth’s example, we can learn to trust God within our limitations and ask him to make them 
into something way beyond what we would imagine.  I really believe Matthew wanted us to explore her life in 
that way when he included her in his genealogy.  I think God has potential pockets of joy right in front of us 
that either already exist in the form of blessing to be counted or can exist if we take action with the hand we 
are dealt.  Ask God to give you wisdom and the ability to do those things this season as we wait in a posture of 
expectation for good things and The Good Thing that is Jesus.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, December 15 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
Gates 
 
What Ruth did naturally, when she told Naomi, “Where you go, I will go, your people will be my people and 
your God will be my God,” was a reflection of what Moses instructed the people when they were preparing to 
settle into the promised land.  They had been waiting...and waiting for 40 years – only to be barred from the 
experience of entering - unless they had been born during those 40 years.  Their crime? Not trusting God and 
then be willing to be shaped by him for his purposes.  Ultimately, God had rescued them so that they could be 
a unique people who would represent well God’s character.  A people who would embody hope in the God 
Most High, “Yahweh.” The problem was, they were too busy grumbling to pay attention.  The gates of the 
Promised Land would barred against their entry when it came time to go in. 
  
Why was this so important to God? Because He was anticipating the “Ruth’s” of the world who would emerge 
on the journey ahead, who were looking for something better.  God was positioning his people to be centered 
in him so that they could provide that pathway to that better way. They failed.  Frustrated, God said, “I can’t 
use you, because you don’t trust me or what I’m doing through you.”  However, at a later moment, Naomi 
didn’t fail. And because of that, Ruth, the Moabitess wanted to embrace Naomi’s God.   
  
In an insane world, Ruth believed Naomi’s God could provide for her a new identity and a sane 
existence.  What she had expressed was an external confession of the core values she had taken on to define 
her own existence – core values also reflected in today’s reading.  By the measure of God’s intention for his 
people as a light to the world, Naomi in all of her brokenness was able to give Ruth something to hope in and 
define her life by. 
  
(Fast-forward to 2022) Same dilemmas as before:  Focus. Paying attention. Taking notice. How elusive are 
these qualities in our culture and in our lives? How easily are we distracted by many things? The ping of a text, 
the pull of our social media accounts, the to-do list constantly running in our minds? A prayer on my mind 
these past few months has been: Lord, what do you want me to notice today? Easier said than done, I can 
assure you. So prone am I to distraction and fixating on the trivial or sometimes the negative that I have to 
remember that quote from Annie Dillard,  “How we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our lives. What 
we do with this hour, and that one, is what we are doing.”  Israel of the wilderness was too preoccupied with 
the trivial to comprehend the epic thing God was doing.  Is that my posture as well?  It makes you stop and 
think, “What have I been doing?”  “Is it important, worthy, helpful, lasting?  Am I comprehending what God is 
up to this December of 2022?” “Have I been picking up what God is putting down?” 
 
Where we direct our attention is often where we put our energy and subsequently how we spend our lives. 
God seems to understand this aspect of our human limitation, giving the Israelites very specific instructions on 
not only where to focus, but some hacks for how to sustain it.  
 
God tells His own people to love the Lord with all their heart, soul, and might. We know this commandment 
and the one like it: to love our neighbors as ourselves. In Judaism, Deuteronomy 6:4–9 is known as the Shema, 
the oldest fixed prayer in Judaism, recited in the morning and the evening, “when you lie down and when you 
rise.” God explicitly tells God’s people that their focus should be on God, intently, completely, always on God. 
Recite this truth, but also write this truth, affix it on your person and on your property. Keep it handy and keep 
coming back to it. “Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates” (v.9) – so when you pass 
through, you are taking them with you. They will define your identity and secure your presence of mind. 



I have my own version of a “shema” prayer that I have prayed every day for the last 5 or 6 years, maybe 
longer.  I can tell you, after that amount of time it has defined me, my choices and what I put my energy 
toward.  In some ways, when I’m tempted to go against it, I just can’t seem to do it (at least not very easily). 
It has played a role in defining my own core values and I wrote it with God’s help with that in mind. In the 
course of a day, when I lose focus, I move to a quiet place, and I recite my “Leonard” prayer.  It keeps me 
centered on what is important to me as defined by God.  
 
As we continue our Advent journey, are you having trouble keeping focused?  On whom or what are you 
fixated? If we are not attentive to loving God with all our heart, soul, and might, all of our other priorities will 
be disordered. Mezuzah means “doorpost” and observant Jews place within these small containers the Shema 
(Deut. 6:4–9, 11:13–21) and affixes them to the doorframe of their homes—a visible and tangible reminder of 
where, and on whom, to focus.  
 
As we come and go this Advent season, crossing countless thresholds, could we allow those “gates” to remind 
us to focus? Every time we come in or go out of a room or a building, could those entries and exits give us 
pause and invite us to pray to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and might—and our neighbors as 
ourselves? Our focus on our love for our Lord will surely open the gates of our compassion for everyone we 
encounter on the other side of those doorways. Our intentional focus on the Lord will help us to let go of 
many distractions and enable us to see all that God wants us to notice today, enable us to live our days and 
our lives in ways that are pleasing in God’s sight. 
 
Begin your day trying to notice the people around you. What do you see? What do their faces tell you? 
Look farther out and ask what do you notice in our community?  Who do you see?  What do you hear? 
Is there anyone you notice that is hurting, in distress, or in need?  What do you notice God prompting you to 
do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday December 16 
Read Psalm 118 
Trusting God Along the Way… 
 
The Lord’s steadfast love endures forever, so goes the refrain of this Psalm of victory. The proclamation of the 
Lord’s steadfast love begins and ends this hymn and is repeated three times in between. The thread woven 
through recollections of perilous circumstances and real and present threats is the Lord’s steadfast love.  
 
Somehow the psalmist still sees the love of God even when “severely punished.” Of course, this confident cry 
comes in hindsight, after the victory is won and the people are set in a broad, safe place.  
 
A person wonders what the writer called out to God when the battle raged and escape appeared all but 
impossible. Soren Kierkegaard wrote, “Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.” 
We say, “hindsight is 20/20.” We walk through most of life’s gates without much knowledge of what lies on 
the other side of them, not really.  
 
  • We marry and bring children in the world without any way of knowing the detailed ramifications of those  
     decisions.  
 • We move or choose or are forced to change jobs.  
 • We speak or type a word only to discover after it is let loose in the universe it takes on a life of its own, 
    sometimes in ways we never intended – both good and bad.  implications and reception.  
 
As good as we may be at anticipatory thinking, we’re never quite good enough.  
 
Its easy to sing of God’s steadfast love and salvation after we land on the other side of a long illness or loss of a 
loved one or a divorce or pandemic or layoff, but what about when we are stuck in the mud in the dark valley 
of the shadow of death? (Psalm 23).  
 
Psalm 118, verse 24, is surely one of the most familiar of verses in the Bible, “This is the day that the LORD 
has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” There is no circumstance required here, except to be alive and 
engaged in life – no matter what the moment has created.  I’ve even seen this printed on the inside of an egg 
carton.  The Lord is trying to tell us something here.  
 
The nature of this statement challenges us to declare it regardless of present circumstance:  
 
 • This day, whatever it holds, whatever we encounter within whatever walls we find ourselves, is, in fact, a  
     day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.  
 • This day, no matter the content of it, is permeated and bookended by the Lord’s steadfast love.  
 
Living in this truth and promise prompts us to praise God and creates the gates of righteousness in every place 
and time.  
 
Keep in mind what you read this morning. In the middle of this psalm of victory, the angry, uncomfortable 
part, verses that contain words like “distress” and being “surrounded on every side.” Sentiments like being 
“pushed hard” and “punished severely.” Those singing this psalm rejoice from a place of deep pain.  
 
I think of really good comedians who are outrageously funny.  Some of the ones not tethered to the Christian 
faith have also committed suicide.  How could someone so funny, be so sad?  That is one of the ironies of joy. 



In some ways, you kind of have to earn the deepest kinds of joy through deep struggles.  The psalm reminds us 
of what we’ve been reading this week in the book of Ruth. If you’ve really tried to imagine her and Naomi’s 
plight, you know it was rough!  
 
What sustained them through it, is what will sustain you through it.  The Psalm is a way of artfully showcasing 
its meaning in a way that can apply to us all.  There may be suffering at night, but there is joy in the morning. 
 
Our declarations of praise well up from the pure relief of having been brought back to life from a near-death 
experience we will never forget.  Joy is not too far away, because a covenantal faithful God shows up. In spirit 
and in the lives, we are closely connected to who are closely connected to him. 
 
Plan to bring you joy with you on Sunday when you enter the gates of the sanctuary and find His people there 
with kind and encouraging words and stories of their own dark valleys and joyful moments.   
 
His steadfast love endures forever! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Week 4 

Love 
 

Monday, December 19 
2 Samuel 11:1-27 
Psalm 51 
 
There’s a love story in the bible that a number of people can relate to.  It is passionate, tumultuous, dramatic, 
provocative and even tragic.  It showcases misguided notions of desire that result in a number of unintended 
consequences.  It is set in the arena of royalty, but the relational affects could apply to just about everyone. 
What makes the story so great is not just the ending, but all the ways that it speaks to us.  It is instructive, a 
cautionary tale, a source of both comfort and discomfort for people who’ve been there. It is a reminder that 
there’s healthier ways of going about the business of love. It is realistic about the people who we tend to 
elevate to hero or ‘god-like’ status. It is there to speak to us on so many levels.  
 
The one way it speaks, the one that matters most - is how God used this “mess” to continue the journey of the 
seed of Abraham to the womb of Mary - if we want to be literal about it.  Remember how Abraham’s wife was 
too old for child-bearing, yet somehow God supernaturally made it happen? Remember how Mary was a 
virgin? 
 
We have our own formulas for love and procreation, God has his.  God and his unfailing love shines in places 
we don’t expect.  Humans however are predictable in their misguided attempts at love and God uses the story 
of David and Bathsheba to demonstrate how his love for these two people would play out over time.  He 
doesn’t remove the pain they created for themselves, he doesn’t withhold is displeasure, but he also doesn’t 
give up on them - as much as work through it with them, ultimately re-aligning their purposes with his.  
 
These two people, David and Bathsheba, present a critical moment in the development of Judean kingship and 
ultimately bringing the Messiah into the world. It is one of the framing pieces of Matthew’s 14 generations in 
the genealogy.  When we carefully look at this part of the journey, the pivotal story of David and Bathsheba 
occurs at the height of David’s assertion of power and the moment in question defines the boundary marker 
for the limits of that power. The narrative displays for all to see, a David willing to break Israel’s laws—
including adultery – which results in a murder—and a David willing to acknowledge his mistake, repent, and 
learn from it.  
 
David also has much in common with Judah the patriarch.  His behavior with Bathsheba echoes Judah’s 
treatment of Tamar in Genesis 38. Both men used their power to manipulate those under their control. Both 
disrupted severely family relations—David by mating with Bathsheba, Judah by not mating with Tamar. Both 
exercised their power over life and death, Judah first condemning Tamar to a living death and later ordering 
her execution after she’s found with child.  David also by sending Uriah to the most dangerous spot in the 
battle. And both acknowledged that they did wrong.  
 
David is like a larger-than-life version of Judah, whose wrongs go one step further than Judah’s. Crossing 
boundaries with Bathsheba is more serious than Judah’s violation of levirate rules of marriage and death. 
More severely he actually commits administrative assassination by arranging Uriah’s death; Judah only 
commands an execution that in reality only serves to surface his own wrongdoing regarding his treatment of 
Tamar.  
 



Why all this talk about David, when we are trying to understand how God used Bathsheba?  The fact is, in this 
case he exercised a great deal of agency to bring her into the picture.  You really can’t appreciate the 
characteristics of the kind of “love” in play here as it relates to David’s purpose, God’s purpose and as we will 
see now, the affect it had on Bathsheba’s purpose as God worked in her life in this mess.  Their lives are very 
entangled.  The good news is that God is in the business of untangling messes like this in order to put them 
back into order.  It’s important to see David’s weakness, so we can learn about our own humanity. It’s also 
important to keep in mind that David’s heart could, and many believe did, change in a direction that was more 
stable and god-ward. Psalm 51 as depressing as it is in the beginning - ends on a note of restoration – and 
David’s agency at work toward that restoration.  
 
The world was a pretty dark place before the day Jesus was born, much of it had to do with dark forces at 
work outside of us, some of it has to do with the dark places that are also inside.  God loves us where we are, 
but isn’t content to keep us there, or allow us to remain stuck in life-depleting patterns.  David helps us to see 
there’s a better way ahead. 
 
Ask God to help you see love in a more healthy way this week.  It might mean “restorative actions” like David 
moved toward in Psalm 51.  In the end he wanted to use the memory of his mistakes to energize life-giving 
initiatives for others.  Ask God to show you how to do the same this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, December 20 
1 Kings 1:5-37 
Bathsheba discovers her voice  
 
At first glance, Bathsheba does not seem to have much in common with the other mothers of this dynasty. She 
seems to be entirely passive. David sees her and takes her, and the only words she speaks are stated simply 
yet profoundly, “I’m pregnant.” It is hard to imagine her in the company of the determined and proactive 
Tamar or serving as a model for aggressive and subversive behavior on behalf of principle. But, as it turns out, 
Bathsheba very much belongs in this company.  
 
The pregnancy of both her and Tamar anticipates a male response: they each use the emphatic “I,” ’anoki, 
(Hebrew) to emphasize their situation: harah  anoki in Hebrew = “I’m pregnant by you.” Bathsheba declared, 
announcing her pregnancy.  “By the man to whom these things belong.” Harah anoki = more pointedly, “I 
believe this belongs to you.” Words Tamar also used as she sends Judah his pledge.  The identical Hebrew 
words in comparable situations places the burden on the men who are responsible.  It also shows the words 
chosen are very strategically used to create the greatest effect.  The vulnerability of their circumstances meant 
power was not in their favor. Yet the wisdom of their word choice served to ensure their security and position 
in these less than ideal relational dynamics. It was up the men to put up or shut up. A pretty bumpy start for 
sure, but in all things with God it is not how you start out, but how you end up. Without God you simply wind 
up somewhere by forces out of your control. God was watching out for them, as they looked up to Him.   
 
At the beginning of her story, Tamar too was merely compliant toward male action. Judah took her for his son, 
gave her to another son, and sent her away to her father’s house. It is only later that she begins to act for her 
own benefit and the benefit of Judah’s house. She learns to find her voice and take control of her life.  So too 
over a longer span of time, Bathsheba develops her own self-sovereignty, acting to become the queen mother 
and have her son enthroned as the heir. Bathsheba determines the destiny of Solomon in the grand manner of 
Sarah and Rebecca. And, like them, she has the divine word on her side, for Bathsheba worked with the 
prophet Nathan, who bore God’s word to David. By the end of her story, Bathsheba, like Tamar, has seen her 
child, Solomon - like Perez, become the breakthrough son and heir. Ultimately resulting in the Messiah, Jesus. 
 
Bathsheba most have known, or at least learned very quickly, David had another wife - Michal. It was this 
history that David carried with him into their relationship.  In our day Bathsheba would be considered wife 
number 4(?) for David, in his day and as king, he didn’t have to worry about lawyers, he would just give Michal 
a stipend and move on.  As far as God was concerned, this was a far cry from the vision that began in Eden.  He 
would work with what is in front of him – as he always does, because he loves his creation too much not to 
engage with the mess. Sometimes the bible’s realism can be depressing, but God makes it available so we can 
see how he works in these situations. Another reason why “the wife of David” is mentioned by Matthew. 
 
Bathsheba is one of those people who is probably very misunderstood.  Mostly since she has not been put on 
display like a Ruth or Esther, but also because, let’s be honest, people had very different customs and social 
conventions than 21st century America.  That said, you have to wonder, given the spiritual volatility of 
someone like David, who on the one hand was a man after God’s own heart. On the other, a man like some 
that you may know personally – more given to impulse than what is healthy for those in his orbit.  You have to 
speculate if he calmed down or she knew how to keep him in line.  The only clue that you find is how she 
navigated the coronation of Solomon in the midst of all the family chaos that was happening around her.  In 
that instance you get a sense of her strong conviction, loyalty and sense of God’s purpose and destiny for her 
son.  All qualities that are found in the next female mentioned by Matthew’s genealogy – Mary.  
 
Pray for someone you know that God is prompting you to invite to Church on Christmas eve. 



Wednesday, December 21 
The “anti-love” experience that makes love seem impossible 
2 Samuel 6 
Galatians 3 
 
Before Bathsheba came on the scene, David had a storied history with another woman, Michal – his first wife. 
As a young woman, she was head-over heals in love with David and there are a number of biblical anecdotes 
which highlight that dedication and devotion – even to the point of lying to her father King Saul to protect 
David.  However, all that love began to die when David was at war with Saul and left her for a very long time. 
When he returned, she became broken-hearted upon hearing the news that David was showing back up with 
two other wives. This destroyed any love she had toward him and with the glass now especially half-empty, 
her critical eye began to see all the flaws she was willing to overlook before.  The respect began to empty 
alongside that glass and morphed into disgust. Her dislike for him came to a head when he danced semi-naked 
in the streets as the Ark of the Covenant was returned to God’s people. The harsh reality was they were no 
longer aligned in heart and purpose as a couple. But even worse, the respect that kept it healthy was now 
completely gone. Before we go there, it’s important to see how the day started... 
 
This is one of those stories where things go tremendously well at church, but what is happening at home is the 
total opposite. In the Old Testament, the closest people could come to having the presence of God in their 
midst was the Ark of the covenant.  And it was now safe in the hands of Israel!  It contained 3 things: 
 
 • The Pot of Manna – Representing God’s love for his people 
 • The Rod of Aaron – Representing God’s leadership for his people 
 • The Ten Commandments written on tablets. – Representing God’s Law for his people 
 
All characteristics that defined the incarnate life of Jesus the Messiah – the closest thing in the New Testament 
we have to representing the presence of God – because he was and is the presence of God!  David’s 
excitement upon the Ark’s return was uncontainable.  He had waited for this day and now it had come!  We 
read this story sometimes and I think we can easily miss the significance behind David’s jubilation. We read it 
this side of the birth of Jesus, and we can appreciate what they were looking forward to in his coming. Jesus 
would be a king sitting on the eternal throne of David, David was celebrating the Hope and Presence which 
pointed to that day. This was a good day! 
 
However, the subtext here is a little darker.  The response of David’s wife, Michal is less than enthusiastic.  He 
sees this as an epic spiritual event – she sees the relational undertones of her life and his, she also sees the 
hypocrisy of David because she knows his flaws as a human being.  I’m confident she loves God like David, but 
where the three of them have a covenant together, she’s struggling.  David doesn’t seem to be very in tune 
with this and all the drama of the moment just underscores her relational discontentment when it comes to 
covenantal love, (remember that word, “hesed”).  Well, “hesed” wasn’t working as well for David as it did for 
his grandmother, Ruth.  Michal was on the struggle bus as well.  Now sitting in the back seat, with her view is 
obscured by the bitterness fogging up her window to the outside world.   
 
God on the other hand, has things on ‘satellite view’ and sees all the chaos and all the possibilities – and the 
challenges to overcome to get there. Way off in the distance God also sees a promise fulfilled in a Son who will 
have in his own storyline – love – and betrayal and misunderstanding and the prospect of reconciliation and 
redemption on a much larger scale. 
 



What you don’t find however is disgust.  Only love.  A love that says like a true king, “Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do...”  All to say that God works in the celebrations and in the darker subtexts to 
redeem his creation.   
Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus... 

- Into our world 
- Into our relationships 
- Into my life 
- Into everything that matters 
- Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday December 22 
Isaiah 62:5 
Revelation 21:9-27 Revelation 22:1-5 
When Creation is No Longer Groaning (The Last Pages of the Book) 
 
Apologies for making this Advent devotional sound like a romance novel, but it kinda is a “theological romance 
novel.” (One I’m not too comfortable writing, but I’m trying to follow His lead here people!) One of the primary 
images of God’s love for his people is that of a bride and bridegroom.  This consistently spans from the Old 
Testament Prophets into the teachings of Jesus and ultimately the ending of the book of Revelation.  There is 
something about the relational dynamics of a husband and wife that corresponds with the relationship that 
God has with us, his people.   
 
That is one of the reasons why I think men and women are included in the genealogy, why men and women 
are mentioned serving alongside Jesus and even Paul as he concludes the book of Romans.  There is 
something about who we are as followers of Jesus that’s identical where Paul tells us we are “one – male and 
female - in Christ” - Galatians 3:28. There is also something that is uniquely male and female that is part of the 
creational order that makes us different, yet right for each other. All of this is literally wired into our makeup 
and in David & Michal’s case they are not one, talking past each other and having dis-connects in their own 
relationships with God.  Creations groans here too! 
  
Because I’m writing this as a male, I admit its kind of presumptuous to speak for all females. However, my 
preference is to hear Godly females speak for themselves, especially as they’ve learned to cultivate their own 
voice in this semi-supervillianous world we live in. I love to see courage – not so much as the absence of fear, 
but the confidence born out of conviction.  All the women we’ve studied this advent have had those things in 
common.  It is not impossible for anyone, but everyone who wants it - male or female – has to go through the 
painful learning process necessary to have it. Also in these stories, the good news you should have discovered 
by now is that God was with them, and he is with you, giving you confidence in the chaos and a place to stand 
as you speak.  Not as a feminist, but as a daughter of the King!  Not as a chauvinist, but as a “son of the King!  
Jesus has in mind redeeming our roles and responsibilities as men and women.  He engaged both during his 
three years of ministry and in Matthew 28 when the “earth shook and creation groaned and the ladies went to 
the tomb and the angels appeared and the ladies went to tell the men who were hiding – those ladies were 
the first to offer their voices with great conviction – Jesus is Alive!!” 
 
With those things in mind – as a “son of the King,” I believe we are missing half the conversation when we 
override their perspective with our frequently dominating male tendencies.  From my experience, we are just 
wired differently and though our concerns overlap they frequently are focused on different things. Our 
priorities are often different as well.  When it comes to love, we approach it differently – with different 
desires, needs, and aspirations in mind.  I believe this was actually God’s design – his creational purpose.  Its 
why attraction happens, we are wired to look for something in someone that we don’t have ourselves.  There 
are some things in the male-female relational dynamic that seems complicated, others are straightforward.   
 
Healthy relationships understand these tensions and are driven forward by life-giving responses toward each 
other.  There’s a kind of respect for each other among these differences that’s required for people to thrive.  I 
have to wonder if David and Bathsheba eventually found that place.  I wonder if Bathsheba knew what she 
was being asked into when she first met David.  I wonder, to what degree she even had a say in that initial 
conversation.  Those were different times...very different times.  However, in some ways, the more things 
change the more they stay the same.  At least with people and how they use love to relate to each other and 
how they use their voices to command respect from each other.  David talked a good game and had the 



Psalms to prove it, there were less respectable moments where he seemed to miss the conversation or hear 
what other people were saying. 
 
John Gottman, a highly respected marriage therapist tells people that he can determine if a couple are going 
to divorce or move toward growth in a very short time after meeting them. Based on extensive research he 
discovered that when a wife or husband lost respect for each other – it was just a matter of time before it was 
over.  Like the story above, he noticed the respect once shared, but now lost, was increasingly expressed 
through disgust which led to detachment. These are what you would call anti-love moments.  When God said 
in Romans 8:1 “There is now no condemnation...” It was another way of saying that God found a way past 
behaviors from our past that were often very regrettable. He found a way to see us again, to offer a second 
chance and to even have hope for change.  That way could only be through Jesus.  He is the only one powerful 
enough to break our patterns, habits and the spells that keep us bound, repeating bad behavior, over and over 
again.   
 
There are some who are waiting for that second chance, their only hope by the measure of these cautionary 
tales...their only hope is Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday, December 23 
Read Romans 8 again. 
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
We ended last week with the quote from Psalm 118, “His steadfast love endures forever.”  Truth be told, love 
is what is driving the Great Story more than anything.  Paul concluded Romans 8 with this powerful 
affirmation:  
 
What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?  Since he 

did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?  Who dares 
accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with 

himself.  Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is 
sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us. 

 
Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or 

calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?  (As the Scriptures 
say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.” No, despite all these things, 

overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 
 

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 

separate us from God’s love.  No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
What makes that phrase more meaningful is when we consider where he began in this chapter in order to 
arrive at this conclusion... 
 

“So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
(Romans 8:1) 

 
The people Paul was writing to carried into church a lot of extra baggage that was their respective histories. 
Most of them included varying degrees of guilt, shame and regret.  Ask a lot of Christians about their story and 
you might be shocked to hear what they have to say.  We meet a number of people in the church who have 
been a “work in process” for a long time. The resulting changes actually lead us to see a completely different 
person than who they might have been somewhere else on the timeline. God’s love began to personally shape 
and drive their own stories. They became tuned in to the “new creation” work that God was daily doing in 
their lives.  The changes were not discernable from day to day, but give it some years and the difference is 
profound!  In a word, I find these changes to be amazing!  Mostly because a lot of them are no longer 
weighted down by their past mistakes but seem to have a renewed lease on life.   
 
Science does confirm the spiritual here. A study was released a few years back that tracked the life of people 
from the age of 14 to 77.  The researchers were surprised to observe these findings:   
 
“After more than sixty years of study, a group of scientists from the University of Edinburgh concluded that 
your personality can shift dramatically over the years. Six key character traits were taken into consideration: 
self-confidence, perseverance, stability of moods, conscientiousness, originality, and desire to excel.  The study, 
which tested people at the age of 14 then again over sixty years later when they were 77 years old, found 
hardly any relationship between traits people had as adolescents and those in their golden years.”  
 



What I found fascinating was how aging could disrupt those six key characteristics for better or worse.  
Factoring in the immaturity of a younger person, you could see these changes moving in either direction over 
time.  Their conclusion was personalities are more changeable over time than we might have thought. By their 
measure, “Personality refers to an individual’s characteristic patterns of thought, emotion, and behavior, 
together with the psychological mechanisms—hidden or not—behind those patterns.” (Psychology and Aging. 
2016 Dec; 31(8): 862–874.) 
 
If you overlay the new life we have available in Christ on top of those 6 key characteristics you might find in 
many ways a positive correlation could be made for believers who learned to anchor their lives in their faith. 
The changes that happen are actually the changes that God is creating as he goes to work in our lives.  He is 
doing this at every turn – through every circumstance – good and painful, to make us renewed creatures in 
Christ Jesus.  In the process, especially if we have the courage to follow him and see what he is doing, He is 
making us better people – people like Jesus.   
 
Waiting... It may seem like God is slow, I believe he loves us so much, he’s just being very thorough.  Carefully 
working through everything and I mean everything in our lives to nudge all the pieces back to health, back to 
where they were supposed to be in the first place.  You my friend, are a work in process that can never be 
separated by the Love of God.  If anyone ever says to you, “You are a piece of work!”  You can honestly reply, 
“Yes, you are right, God’s work!” (Ephesians 2:10) 
 
Ask God to show you some things that he’s done in your life over time that you may not have taken the time 
to see.  You are his workmanship as long as you are here on earth, he’s still working on you.  Asking him to 
show you what he’s working on right now and then ask him to give you the strength and desire to cooperate 
with it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
Mary: Fulfillment 
 
More than the other four women in Jesus’ genealogy, Mary’s place would have been obvious and 
incontestable, even in a culture prone to contest it. She was, after all, the virgin who had given birth, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to the Son of God made flesh. In fact, since both Mary and Joseph were descended 
from David through different family branches, Luke traces the Lord’s biological ancestry through Mary’s 
branch, whereas Matthew traces His legal lineage through Joseph’s branch. 
 
Luke devotes a fair bit of attention to Mary, even before the birth of her Son. He records her visits and 
conversations with the angel Gabriel and with her cousin Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist. He 
portrays Mary as a humble young woman of faith who saw herself as God’s servant and God as her Saviour. 
Mary might have been young, but she had a voice, and her convictions were expressed in what Luke preserves 
from a sample of her notable poetic talent.  Her spontaneous song of praise summarizes profoundly what her 
son, the promised seed of Abraham and the King who would reign eternally on David’s throne:  
 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
 And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
 as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
 (Luke 1:46-55) 
 
Clearly Mary had a sense of her place in history, as the final step in the fulfillment of God’s promise to send his 
Messiah into the world. Indeed, the angel Gabriel underscored Mary’s role in that promise by alluding to her 
royal ancestry and reassuring her that her Son would sit on his father David’s throne with ultimate authority, 
ruling over an everlasting kingdom. As King of Kings and Lord of Lords creation now waits for the full 
manifestation of that reign.  When the sons and daughters walk fully into that new identity, role and 
responsibility - creation will wait no more (Romans 8:21).   
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