
WEEK 5 PRETEEN

DAY 1:   
God’s people had a lot to celebrate. Together, they had rebuilt the walls 
of Jerusalem in just 52 days!

Their celebration was especially satisfying because they had put in the 
hard work themselves. Everyone gathered together to celebrate the 
Feast of Booths, which was an important holiday in their year. It meant 
even more, though, as they thought about all God had just done for 
them—how He had protected them and given them the strength to finish 
the wall. They listened carefully to God’s Law, as Ezra and the Levites 
read it to them. And an interesting thing happened. They actually started 
to get sad as they realized how far they had drifted from God.

On one hand, it was good for them to take their relationship with God 
seriously again. But Nehemiah also wanted them to take initiative in a 
different way. He wanted them to celebrate what God had done. Look 
what he said to them in Nehemiah 8:10.

In other words, Nehemiah wanted the people to honor God by 
celebrating all that He had done for them. They had only been able to 
complete the wall because of God’s help. Once again, Nehemiah led the 
way; he reminded the people how important it was to stop, remember 
and tell God “thank you.”

HEAR
FROM GOD

LIVE
FOR GOD

DAY 4
How about a change of scenery? Grab a pen and if you normally do your 
GodTime in your bedroom, take it outside today. If you usually do it on your 
car ride to school, take it inside and do it at home.

DRAW FIVE THINGS 
THAT GOD IS DOING 
IN YOUR LIFE IN THE 
SPACE TO THE RIGHT.
They could be big “finish line” 
moments like Nehemiah had. 
Maybe God helped you get a 
good grade on a test, or He 
answered your prayer about 
trying to get along better with 
a friend at school.

Or it could be something that God is currently doing. Maybe you’ve decided 
to challenge yourself and have a better attitude with your little brother, and 
you’re asking God to help you.

ALL of those things are worth celebrating. They’re steps in the right direction, 
because you’re leaning closer into your relationship with God.

Can you think of five? Draw them. Take time to celebrate all the ways He’s 
working in your life!

READ NEHEMIAH 8:9-10



WEEK 1 : PRETEEN

TALK
ABOUT GOD

PRAY
TO GOD

DAY 2
“The joy of the Lord makes you strong.” (Nehemiah 8:10)

That’s what Nehemiah said to the people when they were starting 
to get sad.

Is that true for you? Does the joy of the Lord make you strong? When 
you’re feeling afraid, anxious, or even ashamed, you can always go 
to Him. You can take the time talk to Him and remember what’s true.

REMEMBER . . . He loves you. He wants the best for you. He’ll 
never leave you. He’ll forgive you, every time.

When you think about those things, it makes the cares of this life 
seem less overwhelming. It even makes you feel better about things 
you’ve done wrong, because you know nothing can separate you 
from His love.

That’s what joy is really about. It’s not just about being happy 
when things are going right. It’s about relying on God’s love and 
goodness, and letting His peace fill your heart even when life seems 
to be going sideways. As you might imagine, it takes initiative to 
make that shift in your thinking. You’ve got to decide to let the joy 
of the Lord make you strong. That’s how Nehemiah encouraged the 
Israelites. That’s what you can do, too.

Talk to God and thank Him for all those things that are true. Decide 
to let His joy fill your heart today!

DAY 3

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY?
_______________________________________

WHY DO YOU LIKE IT SO MUCH?
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Thanksgiving feasts, Christmas presents, Easter candy—there are lots of 
reasons to love those special days. And then there are the real reasons 
for the celebration. Like taking time to be grateful for what God has given 
you. Honoring the birth of your Savior. Or celebrating the time when Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins, and then rose from the grave!

Holidays are great because they make us think about those important 
things. They make us take the initiative to celebrate. The Israelites finished 
the wall at a time when they’d naturally celebrate the Feast of Booths—
which reminded them how God brought their ancestors out of slavery in 
Egypt. So it was the perfect time for them to celebrate and remember 
what He had done for them, both in the past and in the present.

So how do you remember to celebrate what God has done every day—
not just on a holiday? You’re on the right track doing these devotionals. It’s 
all about taking time to think about God and celebrate Him, on the special 
occasions and the “normal” days.

At dinner, ask your family about their favorite holidays. 
Talk about ways you can celebrate 
God on the regular days, too.


