
ASK
THIS

ASK
THIS

DO 
THIS

DO 
THIS

REMEMBER THIS REMEMBER THIS

LIFE 
APP

LIFE 
APP

© 2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.ParentCue.org © 2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.ParentCue.org

PRETEEN PRETEEN

How would you live if
you believed God could

do the impossible?
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Is there something in your life that seems 
impossible? Facing something big like that 
can make you feel helpless. But here’s the 

awesome thing to remember: God can do anything! You can 
live with confidence knowing that God can take away that 
obstacle in front of you or maybe carry you right through it. 
Pray that God will help you see how big He is so that you can 
live with confidence in Him.
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“I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness
of the Lord in the land of the living.”

Psalm 27:13, NIV
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My parents live in northern Virginia. 
We live in Georgia. So when it comes 
to visiting my family, we’ve spent a lot 
of time in the car. Only minutes into 
our 12-hour-road trip, my kids would 
always ask the dreaded question, 
“How much longer ’til we get there?”

For a lot of parents, and for a lot of kids, 
drive time is a necessary evil we have 
to endure before arriving at our final 
destination: the grandparents house, 
the soccer game, the carpool line, 
the grocery store, church, or wherever 
else. But drive time can become an 
opportunity when we infuse meaning 
into the every day moments we have 
with our kids.

When you think about it, time in the 
car is packed full of potential. You are 
literally stuck in the same space with 
your kids as you drive from point A 
to point B. But this doesn’t have to 
be a death sentence. In fact, if you 
turn down the radio, turn off the DVD 
player, and use it as a time to connect 
with your kids, you may find yourself 
wishing for more (maybe not a twelve-
hour drive, but you get the idea).

Drive time is also a non-threatening way 
to spend time with your kids. You can 
avoid eye contact—which eliminates a 
lot of pressure—and use distractions 

to your advantage, allowing you to 
interact in a really casual way. The goal 
is to enter their world, talk about the 
stuff they love, letting your kids set the 
agenda for the conversation.

Don’t think of the time you’re driving 
in the car as wasted time until you get 
where you’re going, but use these 
extra minutes as if they are a gift. 
Make them count by getting into their 
world. You can start by learning to ask 
good questions:

What movies do you want to see?
What was the best part of your day? 
The worst?
What are you most looking forward to 
about where we are headed? 
Did anything funny happen today?
Did anything surprising happen?

For some of us, a win is just turning 
off the DVD player, and turning town 
the sports radio. Even if magic doesn’t 
happen during drive time, at least give 
it the space. And you’ll likely find that 
some of your best conversations with 
your kids, and most revealing, will 
happen in the car.

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

ParentCue.org
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