
Student Evaluation Policy 

Background 

Eastside Christian School  is committed to ensuring ongoing, meaningful, reliable, 
and valid assessment for all students. Assessment is designed to improve student 
learning, guide effective instruction, provide information for reporting, and for making 
informed decisions about student programming. 
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Eastside Christian Academy, an accredited private school, has utilized an 
individualized self-instructional learning program, called the School of Tomorrow, for over 
twenty years.  This program complements the Alberta Education Program of Studies.  
Periodically, staff compare the updated goals of the  program of studies and any 
updated editions of the School of Tomorrow and then make the necessary adjustments 
to our teaching schedule and plans in order to not only meet Alberta Education 
requirements but to surpass them.  Once the analysis is charted, detailing any difference 
between the various updates are made by staff and are also passed on to Alberta 
Education.  

As well, our evaluation system for students is a standardized format by-passing 
subjective influences of individual markers.  This system starts with a standardized 
diagnostic test during the application process, the results of which give a clear indication 
of a student’s strengths and weaknesses academically and assist staff, initially, to focus 
on any gaps in student learning in English and Math.

While we relate to the government’s requirements to enrol students in grade levels 
according to their age, the main goal of our system is for students to master each subject 
that they study, regardless of age.  For Grades 2 and 3, the minimum in the standardized 
test is 90% and for all subsequent grades a minimum of 80% is required in each unit 
study final test.  

Students are trained to be independent life-long learners.  Still, seminars are 
scheduled for specific subjects where students at a similar level can work together and 
engage in projects or experiments.  These seminars are added to a student’s schedule 
on a weekly basis.   

Our objective as a school is to assist students in the development of their full 
potential  as a student - intellectually, spiritually, socially, aesthetically, emotionally and 
physically.  We  expect  that  students  will  continue  to  learn  to  accept responsibility  
for  their  development  in  these  areas  by  seeking  opportunities  to engage  
themselves  in  worthwhile  endeavours.  We  encourage  students  to  choose  their 
courses  carefully  and  to  participate  actively  in  a  variety  of  activities  in  the  co-
curricular  and  extra-curricular  programs.  



The Education Act and Private School Regulation requires: 
• the School Board to give students the opportunity to meet the standards of

education set out by the Minister of Education by providing policy direction to the
Principal and holding the Principal accountable for policy implementation;

• the Principal to ensure that students are given the opportunity to meet the
standards of education as set out by the Minister of Education and to supervise
the evaluation and advancement of students; and

• teachers to give students the opportunity to meet the standards of education set
out by the Minister of Education and to regularly evaluate students and
periodically report results of the evaluation to the student, their parents/
guardians, and the Principal.

Definitions 

Formative Assessment: 
means assessment experiences that result in an ongoing exchange of 
information between students and teachers about student achievement toward 
clearly specified learner outcomes. 

Summative Assessment: 
means assessment experiences designed to collect information about learning to 
make judgments about student performance and achievement at the end of a 
period of instruction. The information is then shared with those outside 
classrooms. 

Procedures 

1. Teachers must ensure that professional judgments about student achievement and
performance are based on:

A. appropriate programming;
B. clearly stated curricular and, when in place, Instructional Support Plan (ISP)

outcomes, criteria, and standards;
C. the use of a variety of formative and summative assessment strategies;
D. direct evidence of student work completed; and

Our subject unit studies follow the Program of Studies and are self-paced to better 
meet the needs of the independent learner. The courses are offered in a blended 
independent learning and traditional learning classroom format. The courses are 
scheduled into the student’s daily goals; however, the student and teacher set goals 
for independent work and the classroom work based on the student’s abilities. As 
soon as new students have demonstrated proficiency in independent learning, and in 
planning then much of the student’s work becomes self-directed. The teacher 
facilitates and oversees the entire self-directed learning, any on-line learning process 
and the classroom learning.

This above-described process has proven to place our students among the 
best in the province according to the data utilized for the AERR.
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E. the student’s most consistent level of achievement against a broad range of
learner outcomes, with consideration given to the most recent and/or
comprehensive evidence.

2. Teachers must provide:
A. opportunities for parents/guardians to be engaged as partners in their child’s 

learning;
B. multiple opportunities and ways for students to demonstrate their learning;
C. instructional outlines identifying assessment plans; and
D. timely and ongoing communication with parents/guardians, students, and 

school administration.
3. Principals must work with their teachers to ensure:

A. teachers collect reliable and valid evidence that supports their judgement about 
students' achievement. A teacher may choose to exclude assessments that are 
inconsistent with the teacher's professional judgement;

B. students are offered opportunities to redo and resubmit summative 
assessments;

C. communication plans for reporting student achievement and growth to parents/
guardians/students are developed and aligned with school-wide assessment 
and intervention plans;

D. students have been given multiple opportunities and ways to demonstrate 
learning;

E. teachers engage in ongoing, timely communication with parents/guardians/
students and the Principal regarding missing or incomplete work;

F. follow-up has occurred to determine the reason a summative assessment
(assignment, test, project, etc.) is missing or incomplete, and that opportunities 
are provided for the student to resubmit and/or fulfill the requirements of the 
summative assessment (assignment, test, project, etc.);

G. that once the student has been given opportunities to resubmit summative 
assessments but does not submit missing or incomplete summative 
assessments, the student and parents/guardians are informed and the teacher, 
in consultation with the student and student's parents/guardians, shall 
determine a plan to hold the student accountable and/or plan for further 
learning;

H. the teacher, in consultation with the Principal, uses professional judgement to 
determine the impact of the missing or incomplete assignments on the student's 
grade; and

I. that provided the preceding have been followed, the teacher may assign the 
student a mark of zero for that missed summative assessment (assignment, 
test, project, etc.).
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4. Communication and Reporting

A. The Principal prescribes standards for communicating student achievement 
and growth.

B. The following tables provide the grade/mark and learner attribute descriptors to 
be used for students in Kindergarten to Grade 9 and Grade 10 to Grade 12 for 
ECA Home Education.

C. Quantitative grading deals with numbers, data that can be measured 
objectively by standardized instruments. Quantitative grading deals with 
percentages. Qualitative data deals with descriptions, data that can be 
observed not measured in percentages. Qualitative grading deals with quality. 
In the following grading scales, it will be noticed for Kindergarten that a 
qualitative grading rubric is utilized.  For all other levels, Grade One through 
Grade Nine and Home Education are graded quantitatively utilizing a mastery- 
based rubric reflected in percentages, where 80% is the minimum acceptable 
final score.

1. Grading Scales for Grades for Kindergarten
Kindergarten in Word Building, English, Social Studies, Math, Science courses 
shall be reported using the following descriptors:  Very good, Good, Satisfactory 
and Needs Improvement.

2. Grading Scales for Grades 1-9
Grades 1-9 in Language Arts, Word Building, and Literature & Creative Writing 
courses shall be reported using the following percentages as they are “mastery” 
courses.
Grades 1-4 in Social Studies courses shall be reported using the following 
percentages as they are “mastery” courses.
Grades 1-8 in Math, Science courses shall be reported using the following 
percentages as they are “mastery” courses. 
Table 360.3 (Adapted from Alberta Program of Study)
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Percentag
e Description

94-100%

• Learning goals are met in an astute and comprehensive way
• Assignments are well crafted, organized in a purposeful fashion, and

demonstrate attention to precise details
• Demonstrates an in-depth understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled an in-depth understanding of the concepts,

generalizations, and skills fundamental to the program

87-93%

• Learning goals are met in a practical and thorough way
• Assignments are complete, organized in a competent fashion, and

demonstrate attention to relevant details
• Demonstrates a substantial understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled a thorough understanding of the concepts,

generalizations, and skills fundamental to the program

80-86%

• Learning goals are met in an appropriate and reasonable way
• Assignments are generally complete, organized in an acceptable fashion,

and demonstrate attention to predictable details
• Demonstrates a satisfactory understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled a basic understanding of the concepts, generalizations,

and skills fundamental to the program

0-80%
• Student has demonstrated insufficient performance in relation to learner

outcomes
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Grades 1-9 English, Math, Science, and Social Studies Enrichment, Phys. Ed., and 
Health classes shall be reported using the following percentages. 

Grades 1-6 Art and Music classes shall be reported using the following percentages. 

Grades 5-9 Social Studies courses shall be reported using the following 
percentages. 

Grades 7-9 Drama classes and other optional classes shall be reported using the 
following percentages. 

Grade 9 Social Studies and Science courses shall be reported using the following 
percentages. 

Percentage Description

80-100%

• Learning goals are met in an astute and comprehensive way
• Assignments are well crafted, organized in a purposeful fashion, and

demonstrate attention to precise details
• Demonstrates an in-depth understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled an in-depth understanding of the concepts,

generalizations, and skills fundamental to the program

65-79%

• Learning goals are met in a practical and thorough way
• Assignments are complete, organized in a competent fashion, and

demonstrate attention to relevant details
• Demonstrates a substantial understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled a thorough understanding of the concepts,

generalizations, and skills fundamental to the program

50-64%

• Learning goals are met in an appropriate and reasonable way
• Assignments are generally complete, organized in an acceptable fashion,

and demonstrate attention to predictable details
• Demonstrates a satisfactory understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled a basic understanding of the concepts, generalizations,

and skills fundamental to the program

0-49%
• Student has demonstrated insufficient performance in relation to learner

outcomes
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2. Senior High Grading Scale (presently only used with ECA Home Education)

All Senior High courses shall be reported using percentages

Table 360.5 (Ad apted from Alberta program of study)

References 
Section 12, 18, 20, 22, 23, 39, 47, 60, 61, 113 School Act 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
Practice Review of Teachers Regulation 11/2010 
School Act Regulations Repeal Regulation, Alta Reg 80/2019
Student Record Regulation 225/2006 
Ministerial Order 015/2004 – Standards for Special Education 
Ministerial Order 001/2013 – Student Learning 
Ministerial Order 016/97 – Teaching Quality Standard 
Guide to Education ECS to Grade 12 
Achievement Testing Program Grades 3, 6, and 9 General Information Bulletin 
Diploma Examinations Program General Information Bulletin 
Principles for Fair Student Assessment Practices for Education in Canada 

Percentage Description

80-100%

• Learning goals are met in an astute and comprehensive way
• Assignments are well crafted, organized in a purposeful fashion, and

demonstrate attention to precise details
• Demonstrates an in-depth understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled an in-depth understanding of the concepts,

generalizations, and skills fundamental to the program

65-79%

• Learning goals are met in a practical and thorough way
• Assignments are complete, organized in a competent fashion, and

demonstrate attention to relevant details
• Demonstrates a substantial understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled a thorough understanding of the concepts,

generalizations, and skills fundamental to the program

50-64%

• Learning goals are met in an appropriate and reasonable way
• Assignments are generally complete, organized in an acceptable

fashion, and demonstrate attention to predictable details
• Demonstrates a satisfactory understanding and degree of skill on

summative assessments
• Has assembled a basic understanding of the concepts, generalizations,

and skills fundamental to the program

0-49%
• The student has demonstrated insufficient performance in relation to

learner outcomes, will not earn credits, and will not fulfill prerequisite
requirements for higher level courses
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