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Overview
ECA Home Education is a parent-directed approach to educating a student in Grades 1 
to 12 at home or elsewhere in which they are responsible for making all education 
decisions.
Parents have chosen our curriculum resources and methodology consistent with their 
family’s beliefs and consistent with the  Alberta Home Education Regulation.
Beginning September 1, 2020, a parent or guardian may choose ECA’s home education 
program:

• Supervised by ECA school authority (funded): a home education program 
supervised by ECA as an accredited funded private school. Eligible for funding 
from Alberta Education.

Parents looking to start or refine a home education program may refer to the Home 
Education Handbook.
The handbook includes information on:

• planning the child’s education program
• understanding legal rights and responsibilities
• following through with a home education plan
• planning supports and services
• ending a home education program
• planning for transitions

Home education program supervised by Eastside City 
Church as a school authority (funded)

Parental responsibilities
Each year, parents have the responsibility to notify ECA as the  supervising school 
authority of their intent to home educate their child through the Home Education 
Notification Form – Supervised by School Authority (PDF, 394 KB).  This form is 
available in the main office.

A parent may start a home education program at any time but should consider 
discussing it with ECA staff as a supervising school authority in the spring before the 
upcoming school year. This timing helps parents explore their options and make a 
decision that best supports the needs of the student.

Parents choosing home education have the primary responsibility for planning, 
managing, providing, evaluating and supervising their children’s courses of study. ECA 
helps parents develop a home education program that enables the student to achieve 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2019_089
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9780778561514
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9780778561514
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-home-education-notification-form-program-supervised-by-school-authority.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-home-education-notification-form-program-supervised-by-school-authority.pdf
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appropriate learning outcomes.  We assist parents in planning and managing, providing 
and evaluating, which leaves them to mainly supervise.

ECA’s responsibilities
When a parent has chosen to provide a home education program under ECA’s school 
authority, the supervising school authority that accepts the parents’ home education 
program is called the associate private school.

If a parent requests it, ECA as the associate private school must provide assistance and 
advice to improve student learning.

ECA as a private school must also arrange for the principal or certificated teachers 
employed to conduct at least two formal evaluations of each student each school year.
These evaluations include:

• a review of the student portfolio
• recommendations to help students make improvements
• a visitation report which will be kept in the cumulative file

Together with the parents, ECA must ensure that each student meets the parents’ 
educational outcomes in accordance with the Home Education Regulation.

Funding 
At ECA, there are not tuition fees, as with regular enrolments. In fact, the home 
education grant is paid for by Alberta Education.  Fifty percent is retained by the school 
for administration.  The other fifty percent may be accessed by the parents for the cost 
of educational endeavours.  

In order for parents to receive their portion (50%) of the home education grant, if a 
parent has chosen to home educate with a supervising school authority, the parent must 
have notified and been accepted by ECA regarding the home education program by 
September 30.  Parents may choose to donate their portion to the school by completing 
the Transfer of Parental Portion - Declaration Form. Transfer of Parental Portion – 
Declaration Form (PDF, 111 KB)

ECA will not admit home education students after September 30 each academic year.  
Why? Students are not eligible for funding if a home education program is accepted 
after September 30. This includes situations where a student changes from an online or 
regular program to home education after September 30.

Submissions for reimbursement and the supervising authorities' approvals must be 
consistent with the Home Education Regulation. To determine whether a cost or 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2019_089
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-home-education-funding-transfer-of-parent-portion-declaration-form.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edc-home-education-funding-transfer-of-parent-portion-declaration-form.pdf
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expense is reimbursable, ECA encourages parents to refer to the Standards for Home 
Education Reimbursement (PDF, 410 KB).

ECA is not permitted to provide funding to students or families if the student is enrolled 
in an online or regular school program.

PLANNING A CHILD’S HOME EDUCATION PROGRAM
Rationale and Goals 
Every child’s education program demands careful planning, and careful planning 
requires time. ECA utilizes the School of Tomorrow education program which has been 
successful for the past sixty years.  Its rationale and goals for children are based on the 
concept of mastery.  So much of the work has already be completed by experts in 
education.  

The most fundamental characteristic of a home education program relates to 
responsibility for supervision and instruction. When parents opt for an ECA home 
education program for the child, they have entered into a partnership with ECA with a 
shared responsibility for planning, supervising, and facilitating the program. With ECA 
they have selected a self-instructional unit study program to deliver the program to the 
student.

ECA will assign a teacher to ensure families get answers to questions about learning 
and to visit homes twice each school year.

Entirely home education or blended?
Parents can reach an agreement with ECA for a blended program, which becomes the 
responsibility of the ECA.   For instance, a child may come for P.E., music or chapel. 
This will be developed in light of the wishes of parents and students.  Students may also 
want to be prepared for Provincial Achievement Tests.

How will You teach Your child?
When thinking about WHAT and HOW you want your children to learn challenges you, 
you can relax, since most parents do not know how, nor have the time to review 
resources.  There are a multitude of resources you could use: print resources, electronic 
resources, other people and community programs.  ECA provides a curriculum that has 
a proven track record and is easy to use, since the materials were designed to be self-
instructional. 

Since ECA’s curriculum can be augmented by your choice and emphasis of learning 
activities, the “how” of your child’s learning relates directly to your goals and beliefs as a 
home educator. You and your child may have specific interests that you want to explore 
or major projects that you want to use to meet learning outcomes. Considering what you 
know about your child as a learner, you will probably want to emphasize learning 

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ff02773f-ba94-4c4d-90e6-7fc82b18a110/resource/e829dbb7-da2d-4d3a-874e-2160ce26e393/download/edc-standards-for-home-education-reimbursement-2020-2021.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ff02773f-ba94-4c4d-90e6-7fc82b18a110/resource/e829dbb7-da2d-4d3a-874e-2160ce26e393/download/edc-standards-for-home-education-reimbursement-2020-2021.pdf
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activities related to how your child learns best by seeing, by listening, by doing or 
moving.  In the materials provided by ECA there is a broad range of activities that 
strengthen the many intelligences of your child.

EVALUATING YOUR CHILDREN’S LEARNING
ECA has a standardized system and a qualitative system for evaluating your child’s 
learning.   

What is standardized evaluation?  Students respond with a pre-determined correct 
answer.  

What is qualitative evaluation?  Students respond in writing or through oral 
presentations, demonstrations, problem-solving activities and dramatizations, or 
students run something, build something or create something.  This second evaluation 
system is more subjective based on rubrics that indicate a relative answer. For more 
information refer to the Student Evaluation Policy on our website.

The Home Education Regulation requires that you keep samples of evaluation activities 
completed by your child. Tests, work samples and evaluation forms should be included 
in the collection. ECA offers to keep these records for you in the student’s cumulative 
files.  Parents can also keep records of any activity that they evaluate for their child’s 
learning.  

Provincial achievement tests or similar evaluation activities can be important evaluation 
components. They help you think about important questions dealing with outcomes. Am 
I doing enough? Am I doing too much? Am I doing too little? What can I do to help my 
child do well? For students at a Grade 12 level, diploma examinations can be an asset, 
especially if your child plans to apply for a post-secondary program in Alberta or another 
province. Be sure to discuss achievement and diploma examinations with ECA staff. It 
has up- to-date information on provincial test dates, test procedures and content as well 
as scoring procedures. Plan to discuss any standardized tests, such as the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, that may be admission requirements for your chosen post-secondary 
institution.

It is also important to note that Eastside Christian Academy is required to maintain 
detailed assessment-of-learning records for your child, including records from at least 
two evaluations of student progress completed by ECA during the year (Appendix A).

Like all aspects of your home education program, evaluating requires a close and open 
working relationship with ECA. Have a clear understanding about visiting times for 
teachers from ECA, procedures for review of evaluation files, and times and places for 
students to demonstrate their achievements.
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UNDERSTANDING LEGAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Each Alberta child who is six years of age but younger than 16 on September 1 must 
attend school. The Government of Alberta considers home education to be a school, so 
before proceeding with your home education program, you must notify an associate 
school board or associate private school. This section will help you to think about your 
choice of an associate school board or an associate private school. You need not enter 
an agreement with your local school board, called the resident school board. Many 
home-educating parents choose to work with a willing non-resident board or private 
school (i.e., a board or private school from another area of the province). Your contacts 
and interviews will be much more efficient and productive if you are aware of legal rights 
and responsibilities before you contact potential associate boards or private schools.
The Education Act includes home education in its definition of schooling. The Act 
recognizes and affirms your rights and responsibilities as a home educator. While your 
program planning will certainly extend beyond legal matters, you will want to ensure that 
your child’s home education program is consistent with the provincial Education 
Department requirements.  This information has been taken from Alberta Education’s 
Home Education Regulations.

In Alberta, a home education program includes three significant parties the student, the
parent, and the associate school board or associate private school (ECA).

Once you are committed to home education, you need to educate yourself as to the 
rights and responsibilities of students, home-educating parents, and ECA. The chart at 
this link < https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/82b8e145-3279-4cf4-974e-837672c736fa/
resource/4bd35bd9-a1f9-439a-8fb7-517b22013a37/download/2010-home-education-
handbook.pdf > indicates the importance of clear communication between the home 
educator and ECA.

ECA, as a responsible partner in home education, will terminate an agreement to be the 
private school partner if students fail to complete a reasonable amount of academic 
work or fail to adhere to ECA’s Code of Conduct. Parents may also decide to terminate 
an agreement by filling in the appropriate withdrawal forms.

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/82b8e145-3279-4cf4-974e-837672c736fa/resource/4bd35bd9-a1f9-439a-8fb7-517b22013a37/download/2010-home-education-handbook.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/82b8e145-3279-4cf4-974e-837672c736fa/resource/4bd35bd9-a1f9-439a-8fb7-517b22013a37/download/2010-home-education-handbook.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/82b8e145-3279-4cf4-974e-837672c736fa/resource/4bd35bd9-a1f9-439a-8fb7-517b22013a37/download/2010-home-education-handbook.pdf
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