
Galatians 

Freedom in Christ 

Week 1: Loyalty to the One True Gospel 

 

Paul’s Introduction (1:1-5) 

 Paul interrupts the normal greeting pattern almost immediately in an act of _______________. (Examples: 

Romans 1:1-12; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; Philippians 1:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5)  

 Opponents of Paul’s message were questioning the credibility of Paul’s _______________. 

o Paul confirms his calling to preach was not from _______________. 

o Paul confirms his calling was directly by God the Son and God the Father. 

As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven suddenly flashed around him. Falling to the ground, he 

heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul said. “I am Jesus, 

the one you are persecuting,” he replied. “But get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”  

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard from many people about this man, how much harm he has done to your saints 

in Jerusalem. And he has authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” But the Lord said to 

him, “Go, for this man is my chosen instrument to take my name to Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. I will show him how 

much he must suffer for my name.” -Acts 9:3-6,13-16 CSB 

 Paul resumes the normal greeting pattern by identifying the 

recipients, which were the churches in the area of Galatia. 

 Paul includes a blessing with both normal and unusual 

components. 

o ______________: God’s special, unmerited favor 

o ______________: well-being, wholeness, and 

prosperity; Jewish shalom 

o ______________: God the Father & Jesus Christ 

o ______________: The sacrifice of Christ, given to 

rescue us from this period tainted by the result of sin. (from Adam to Jesus’s return) 

 The central focus of Paul’s message is, and always will be, the _______________ of Jesus Christ.  

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, announcing the mystery of God to you, I did not come with brilliance of speech 

or wisdom. I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness, in 

fear, and in much trembling. My speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not be based on human wisdom but on God’s power.               

-1 Corinthians 2:1-5 CSB  



 

 The _______________ of Paul’s message is, and always will be, to promote the glory of God. 

Oh, the depth of the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments and untraceable 

his ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor? And who has ever given to God, that 

he should be repaid? For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen. -

Romans 11:33-36 CSB 

What’s Happening in Galatia? (1:6-10) 

 Paul skips an important aspect of the traditional letter greeting: a word of _______________ for the recipient. 

 Paul is _______________! “What in the world are you doing? Are you crazy? Have you lost your mind?” 

 The Galatians have “turned away” from the original, true Gospel. To “turn away” in the Greek was equated with 

abandoning a set of beliefs, _______________, or _______________. 

 Some of the Galatians are accepting a teaching that _______________ Paul’s original Gospel of grace. (Acts 15) 

 These other teachers (Judaizers) are teaching a gospel that is not “good news” at all. (We’ll see later that it is that 

you must keep certain aspects of the Jewish law in order to be truly saved.) (Galatians 2:14; Acts 15) 

 Paul is so confident in his Gospel, received from Jesus, that he pronounces a _______________ on anyone who 

teaches otherwise. 

o He includes not only these new teachers in his curse, but heavenly messengers, and even _____________! 

o The word “curse” links back to items that were set apart for _______________ as a dedication to God 

when the Israelites would conquer a people. 

o Paul is so adamant about this, that he repeats himself. It’s possible this reminds the Galatians of 

something he said to them when he was originally with them in person. 

 Paul reaffirms his goal: He is not seeking man’s _______________. He is seeking the approval of God as a 

servant of Jesus Christ. 

Putting it into Practice 

 “I am who God says I am.” Do not let your ________ or your ________ contradict who God has called you to be. 

 God’s Word, including the message of the Gospel, never _______________. 

The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart from generation to generation. -Psalms 33:11 CSB 

 We should be _______________ in and _______________ to the truth of the Gospel of grace of Jesus Christ. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, first to the 

Jew, and also to the Greek. -Romans 1:16 CSB 

 We should be _______________ and _______________ by the Gospel of Jesus. 

I speak the truth in Christ — I am not lying; my conscience testifies to me through the Holy Spirit — that I have great 

sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the 

benefit of my brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. -Romans 9:1-3 CSB 

 God’s _______________ is our ultimate desire in everything we do. 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God. -1 Corinthians 10:31 CSB 


