
DEVOTIONAL PLAN: FALL 2017 
 

WEEK 1:  September 5 & 7 
BIBLE VERSE:   Jeremiah 32:17 – “Ah Lord GOD!  Behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the 

earth By Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard 
for Thee.” 

BIG IDEA:  God made everything 

 
WHAT TO BRING:  

 Letter to Parents (refer to “Sample Letter to Parents” in your Playbook or Cheerbook) 
 

At the end of every practice, we will all get together – team 
and parents – for a very important meeting.  We will use 
this time to review what we’ve learned today, share a quick 
Bible lesson, practice a Bible verse that you can memorize 
each week, and discuss what the team needs to know 
especially as we prepare for our first game. 
 
Here is a letter that I’d like to give to every parent.  It has a 

personal message from me about our team, along with how to contact me. 
 
I’d like to talk to each of you about another letter – the most important letter in the world.  The 
Bible is the most important letter you will ever read or be taught about.  Who do you think 
wrote this letter that we call the Bible?   That’s right!  The Bible came from God, is written 
directly to each one of us, and contains a very special message!  Although His letter was written 
to you long ago, what it has to say is just as important today as when it was first written.  Every 
boy and girl needs to know what the Bible says to them. 
 
Our first practice and meeting together is focused on getting 
to know one another.  Give each player/cheerleader a chance 
to tell you their name and their favorite ice cream flavor (or 
pizza topping or place to visit).  After everyone gets a chance 
to share, continue with the devotion. 
 
Now that we know a little bit about one another, let’s learn a 
little bit about God.  The first pages in the Bible tell us that 
God was never born.  His life had no beginning and it will never end. The Bible says that in the 
beginning there was only God.  There were no plants, animals, or even people.  There was no 
earth, moon, or sun.  Nothing!   
 
The Bible says that when God made the world, He did it in a very special way.  When we make 
things, we need pencils, paper, and scissors.  Sometimes we make things with wood, nails, and 
glue.  Other times we use a needle and thread, or sugar and flour. 
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But the Bible says that when God made the world, He didn’t use any tools at all.  God just spoke 
and there it was!  God said, “Let there be light!”  And do you know what?  Just like that, light 
appeared in the darkness.  God has so much power, He can do anything. 
 

God made the sun, moon, and stars.  And He placed them in the 
sky exactly where He wanted them, where we see them today.  
God could do that because of His power and His presence – He 
is everywhere.   
 
We should be happy to know that God is everywhere.  This 
means He can be with you, and at the same time He can be with 
me.  No matter how far away we go or where we live, God can 

be with us.  That is just how big and great God is!  
 
The Bible says that God made the world in 6 literal days.  Only God could do that.  He made the 
food we eat, the air we breathe, the water we drink, the flowers we smell, and the mountains 
we see.  God made the fish that swim in the water, birds that fly in the air, and animals that 
walk on the ground.   
 
Last of all God made people – a man and a woman.  Their names were Adam and Eve.  He made 
them a garden so that they could enjoy all that God had made.  God even came to visit Adam 
and Eve.  They would walk and talk together in the garden.  Can you imagine that?  What do 
you think they talked about? 
 
When we look at the wonderful world God made, we can see that God is very powerful and 
knows how to do anything.  Only an amazing God could make this amazing world we live in.   
 
REVIEW QUESTIONS – for older players/cheerleaders: 

1. The Bible is a very important letter sent to us.  Who is it from? 
2. How long did it take for God to create the world? 
3. When God made the world, how did He do it? 
4. God made everything simply by speaking.  What does this tell us about God? 

 
Read the Bible verse several times.  Encourage them to say it with you.   

Jeremiah 32:17 – “Ah Lord GOD!  Behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth By 
Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee.” 

Read the “Big Idea,” and encourage them to say it with you (the Big Idea is a summary of the 
verse): “God created everything.”  
   
WRAPPING UP:  

1. Pray 
2. Hand them your letter that contains your contact information. 
3. Give out the game schedule and explain where your first game is. 
4. Thank everyone for a great first practice and that you’ll see them next week, same place 
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WEEK 2:  September 19 & 21 
BIBLE VERSE:   Psalm 24:1 – “The earth is the LORD'S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein.” 
BIG IDEA:  God owns everything 

 
Because God made everything, He owns everything.  When you 
draw a picture, it belongs to you.  When you make something, 
you own it because you made it.  It’s the same way with God.   
 
The Bible tells us that God is good and very kind.  Look at all the 
beautiful things that God created.  He could have made flowers 
to have no color, but instead gave them every color in a rainbow.  
He could have made all food to taste the same, but instead He 

gave every food a distinct taste that we can enjoy.  God created everything in all kinds of colors, 
tastes, smells, and sounds – just so that we could enjoy them. 
 
The Bible tells us that God likes things done in a right way.  
Wouldn’t it be confusing if one day the sun went down during 
lunch and didn’t come back up again for 2 days?  God made 
everything to work by certain rules.  He made rules for the sun 
to follow, the moon, and the stars.  God made rules and laws so 
that everything would work in the right way. 
 
God made rules for people too, so that we could live happy 
lives.  Sometimes we don’t like rules.  But think what life would be like if we did not have any 
traffic lights, stop signs, or speed limits.  You wouldn’t know when it was safe to cross the 
street.  Everyone would be confused and upset.  Without rules or laws, life would be difficult 
and dangerous.  God made rules because He knows what is best for us.  He cares for us. 
 
God set up rules for how we are to treat others.  For example, how does God want children to 
treat their parents? [obey and respect]  How should football players and cheerleaders treat 
their teachers and coaches? [with respect]  How should football players treat a referee? [with 
respect] What if the referee makes a call that the player does not like, how should the player 
treat him? [player still responds with respect]  All of us are to be respectful toward the ones 

God puts over us, even if we don’t agree with their decisions.  
The most important thing is NOT what you think about their 
decisions.  The most important thing is HOW you treat others. 
 
During a game, here is a picture that describes how all coaches, 
parents, and players need to treat the referees.  It is called the 
“CIRCLE OF RESPECT”.  This is what God wants us all to do when 
a referee makes a decision that we may not like.  
STEP 1:  The referee makes a decision that you do not like. 
STEP 2:  The coach is supposed to say something that respects 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/tsk/tsk.cfm?b=Psa&c=24&v=1&t=KJV#aw_2
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/tsk/tsk.cfm?b=Psa&c=24&v=1&t=KJV#aw_3
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the referee’s decision and encourages the team to focus on doing what is right.  
They might say something like, “Come on guys keep your heads up.  Let’s do 
better on the next play.” 

STEP 3: The coach’s response should remind your parents to also be respectful. 
STEP 4: When the players see their coach and hear their parents act in a way that 

respects the referee’s decision, it is an example of what to do when things don’t 
go our way.   

Choosing to be respectful makes the game a whole lot more fun and most of all, it pleases God! 
 
God also requires us to respect those in government over us.  We show our respect to our 
leaders and our country by saluting the flag during our National Anthem.   Before each game 
when you hear the National Anthem we all need to stand quietly, face the flag, and place your 
right hand over your heart.  All of the actions we have talked about help us treat others in the 
way God desires.  He is the One that makes the rules, because He owns everything. 
 
REVIEW QUESTIONS 

1. Who does the world belong to? 
2. God could have made the world ugly, but instead He made it beautiful.  Why did God 

make such a beautiful world? 
3. God made rules so that the world would work in the right way.  What sort of place would 

the world be without rules? 
4. What does respect look like towards a referee? How about our country? 

 
Read the Bible verse several times.  Encourage them to say it with you.   

Psalm 24:1 – “The earth is the LORD'S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein.” 
 

Read the “Big Idea,” and encourage them to say it with you (the Big Idea is a summary of the 
verse): “God owns everything.”  
   
WRAPPING UP:  

1. Pray 
2. Give out the PARENT PAGE to every player 
3. Thank everyone for a great practice and that you’ll see them next week, same place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/tsk/tsk.cfm?b=Psa&c=24&v=1&t=KJV#aw_2
http://www.blueletterbible.org/study/tsk/tsk.cfm?b=Psa&c=24&v=1&t=KJV#aw_3
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WEEK 3-FB:  September 26 & 28 
BIBLE VERSE:   James 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 

him it is sin.” 
BIG IDEA:  Man disobeyed God 

 
If you remember from last week, we take a little bit of time at 
the end of every practice, to pause to think about God and His 
Word.  Before we do that tonight, I want to talk with you a few 
minutes about our first game. 
  
GET TO KNOW YOU:  First of all, tell me the name of your 
favorite sports team! (give them a minute or two to shout out 
their team).   

 
OK, during the game what kinds of things do the players on your favorite team have control 
over? (let them throw out ideas like, running, catching, stance, attitudes, words, cheers, and 
more).  Great!  When we have our games I am going to be watching your actions, attitudes, 
manners, and participation.  Then, at the end of each game we will all gather together and I will 
recognize something special you did that day and reward you with a special sticker to put on 
your flags.  It’s fun to be recognized for something good isn’t it? 
  
Here are some actions that I’ll be rewarding you for: 

 OFFENSE – I’ll be watching for how you help our team move the ball down the field. 

 DEFENSE – I’ll be watching for how you help prevent the other team from scoring. 

 EFFORT – I’ll be watching for how hard you try to do what you are supposed to do. 

 SPORTSMANSHIP – I’ll be watching for how well you work together as a team, 
support and encourage other players (even those on the other team).  When you are 
not playing in the game, I need you cheering your teammates on the field. 

 CHRISTLIKENESS – I’ll be watching for how you imitate Jesus through your words 
and actions toward others.   

 
Whether we win or lose is NOT the most important thing.  It is how we play the game.  Not only 
will I be watching how you play your game, but so will God.  God knows a few things about 
ourselves that we need to all be aware of.  Let’s listen to Him for a few minutes. 
 

When God first made the world, it was just like Heaven.  There 
was no crying, no hurting or being afraid.  There were no bad or 
mean people.  No one lied, stole, or killed.  There was no sin of 
any kind.  The world was a wonderful place to live – it was 
perfect. 
 
The people God created were also perfect.  Only perfect people 
can live with a perfect God.  The first man and woman, Adam 
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and Eve, got to spend time with God every day in this perfect world that He had made.  God 
allowed them to go anywhere and eat anything they liked to have, except one thing. 
 
God told them not to eat the fruit from one special tree.  If Adam and Eve disobeyed that one 
rule, then they would have to die.   
 
Not being able to eat from that tree wasn’t hard for Adam and Eve.  There were lots of trees to 
eat from.  They trusted that God’s Way was best.  By obeying God, they showed God that they 
would rather live His way than any other way.  That is exactly what God wanted them to do – 
just trust and believe in His way. 
 
But soon the Devil, that mean angel, visited Adam and Eve.  
He told them a lie.  He said that God was hiding something 
from them by not allow them to eat of that fruit.  The Devil 
said that if they ate from that tree then they could be just like 
God.  What should Adam and Eve do?  Who should they 
trust? 
 
Adam and Eve began wanting more than what God had 
provided them.  They believed Satan’s lie and wanted to be like God.  They disobeyed God’s 
only rule for them and decided to go against God. 
 
Isn’t that sad?  When people don’t do what God tells them to do, it is called sin and always 
brings sadness.  When Adam disobeyed God’s one rule, the whole world changed.  It was no 
longer a perfect place.  Weeds and thorns began to grow.  The animals began to kill each other.  
The world became a scary place with sickness, sadness, and death. 
 
Sin always ruins God’s perfection.  It not only ruined the world, but also the friendship that God 
had with Adam and Eve.  Adam and Eve thought that they were choosing what was best, but 
instead their choice ruined everything. 
 

When Adam and Eve went against God, they were separated 
from Him.  Their friendship was over.  They felt alone and very 
sad.  They had ruined God’s perfect world.  And worse yet, 
when their bodies die, they would have to go and live in the 
terrible place God created for the Devil and his angels.  This was 
horrible news. 
 
Later God told them some good news.  The Bible says that God 

loved them so much that He made a way for them to be perfect again. That’s some really great 
news that we will talk about next week. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS – for older players: 
1. How many rules did God give Adam and Eve? 
2. What was that rule? 
3. What did God say would happen if they disobeyed His rule? 
4. Did the Devil tell them the truth or a lie? 
5. What are some things that changed in the world because of Adam and Eve’s sin? 
6. How did Adam and Eve know that God loved them? 

 
Read the Bible verse several times.  Encourage them to say it with you.   

James 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin.” 
 

Read the “Big Idea,” and encourage them to say it with you (the Big Idea is a summary of the 
verse): “Man disobeyed God.”  
   
WRAPPING UP:  

1. Pray 
2. Give out the PARENT PAGE to every player 
3. Thank everyone for a great practice and that you’ll see them next week, same place 
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WEEK 3-Ch:  September 26 & 28 
BIBLE VERSE:   James 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 

him it is sin.” 
BIG IDEA:  Man disobeyed God 

 
If you remember from last week, we take a little bit of time at 
the end of every practice, to pause to think about God and His 
Word.  Before we do that tonight, I want to talk with you a few 
minutes about our first game. 
  
GET TO KNOW YOU:  First of all, tell me the name of your 
favorite sports team! (give them a minute or two to shout out 
their team).   

 
OK, during the game what kinds of things do the players on your favorite team have control 
over? (let them throw out ideas like, running, catching, stance, attitudes, words, cheers, and 
more).  Great!  When we have our games I am going to be watching your actions, attitudes, 
manners, and participation.  Then, at the end of each game we will all gather together and I will 
recognize something special you did that day and reward you with a special sticker to put on 
the buckets that you’ll get with your uniform.  It’s fun to be recognized for something good isn’t 
it? 
  
Here are some actions that I’ll be rewarding you for: 

 BEST EFFORT – I’ll be watching for hard work and trying your best. 

 MOST SPIRIT – I’ll be watching for how much excitement and energy you put into your 
cheers. 

 BEST CHEERS – I’ll be watching for how well you work together as a cheer team in 
completing your cheers with the right words and motions. 

 LEADERSHIP – I’ll be watching for how well you support me as your coach and 
encourage your cheer team to do their best.  Good leaders are first of all great 
followers. 

 CHRISTLIKENESS – I’ll be watching for how you imitate Jesus through your words and 
actions toward others.   

 
Whether we win or lose is NOT the most important thing.  It is how we play the game.  Not only 
will I be watching how you cheer on the teams, but so will God.  God knows a few things about 
ourselves that we need to all be aware of.  Let’s listen to Him for a few minutes. 
 

When God first made the world, it was just like Heaven.  There 
was no crying, no hurting or being afraid.  There were no bad or 
mean people.  No one lied, stole, or killed.  There was no sin of 
any kind.  The world was a wonderful place to live – it was 
perfect. 
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The people God created were also perfect.  Only perfect people can live with a perfect God.  
The first man and woman, Adam and Eve, got to spend time with God every day in this perfect 
world that He had made.  God allowed them to go anywhere and eat anything they liked to 
have, except one thing. 
 
God told them not to eat the fruit from one special tree.  If Adam and Eve disobeyed that one 
rule, then they would have to die.   
 
Not being able to eat from that tree wasn’t hard for Adam and Eve.  There were lots of trees to 
eat from.  They trusted that God’s Way was best.  By obeying God, they showed God that they 
would rather live His way than any other way.  That is exactly what God wanted them to do – 
just trust and believe in His way. 
 
But soon the Devil, that mean angel, visited Adam and Eve.  
He told them a lie.  He said that God was hiding something 
from them by not allow them to eat of that fruit.  The Devil 
said that if they ate from that tree then they could be just like 
God.  What should Adam and Eve do?  Who should they 
trust? 
 
Adam and Eve began wanting more than what God had 
provided them.  They believed Satan’s lie and wanted to be like God.  They disobeyed God’s 
only rule for them and decided to go against God. 
 
Isn’t that sad?  When people don’t do what God tells them to do, it is called sin and always 
brings sadness.  When Adam disobeyed God’s one rule, the whole world changed.  It was no 
longer a perfect place.  Weeds and thorns began to grow.  The animals began to kill each other.  
The world became a scary place with sickness, sadness, and death. 
 
Sin always ruins God’s perfection.  It not only ruined the world, but also the friendship that God 
had with Adam and Eve.  Adam and Eve thought that they were choosing what was best, but 
instead their choice ruined everything. 
 

When Adam and Eve went against God, they were separated 
from Him.  Their friendship was over.  They felt alone and very 
sad.  They had ruined God’s perfect world.  And worse yet, 
when their bodies die, they would have to go and live in the 
terrible place God created for the Devil and his angels.  This was 
horrible news. 
 
Later God told them some good news.  The Bible says that God 

loved them so much that He made a way for them to be perfect again. That’s some really great 
news that we will talk about next week. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS – for older players: 
1. How many rules did God give Adam and Eve? 
2. What was that rule? 
3. What did God say would happen if they disobeyed His rule? 
4. Did the Devil tell them the truth or a lie? 
5. What are some things that changed in the world because of Adam and Eve’s sin? 
6. How did Adam and Eve know that God loved them? 

 
Read the Bible verse several times.  Encourage them to say it with you.   

James 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin.” 
 

Read the “Big Idea,” and encourage them to say it with you (the Big Idea is a summary of the 
verse): “Man disobeyed God.”  
   
WRAPPING UP:  

1. Pray 
2. Give out the PARENT PAGE to every player 
3. Thank everyone for a great practice and that you’ll see them next week, same place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


