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Why do we not read the Bible? 

● Problem with ___________________

● Problem of ___________________

● Problem of __________________

● Problem of __________________ 

PRINCIPLE #1: It is important to not only “read” scripture but to practice understanding the texts 

we are reading in light of the message of the entire Bible. Then we will truly begin to become 

more firmly connected to God through his word. 

Why is studying the Bible important? 

● The Bible is _________   __________

○ 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

● The Bible is _____________________

○ John 8:31 “Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.”

○ Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-

edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it

judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

● The Bible helps us to develop _______________   _________________

and ____________     _______________.

○ Phil 2:5, 2 Tim 2:15, Colossians 3:16, Job 23:12 

PRINCIPLE #2: The Bible is our one true source to know God’s character, His plan to redeem us 

from our sin, and His instructions for safe and holy living. 

General Principles for Reading and Interpreting Scripture 

● Christ is the ______    ________ of the ______    _________

○ Luke 24:27, Matthew 28:18 

● The Bible is ____________   _______________

○ Where the Bible speaks with clarity we have confidence of what obedience looks like.

○ Some things are less clear. Where the Bible offers directions or principles, we must

apply these with grace and discernment.
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■ Don’t confuse a custom or action for a command

■ Important to distinguish a proverb from a promise.

■ Some things are essential (i.e. Communion or Baptism) but there is freedom in

the how

● When in doubt, the Bible is its own best __________________

○ Let ________________ interpret ________________

■ Interpret difficult passages in light of clear passages

■ No doctrine or principal should be established on the basis of one text

■ When two doctrines taught in the Bible appear to be contradictory, accept

both as Scriptural in the confident belief that they will resolve themselves in a

higher unity

○ Be like the Bereans! (Acts 17:11)

How Do We Study the Scripture? 

● Start ________

● Hermeneutics: discovering the original intended meaning of a text as it would have been

understood by its original audience as written by its author

● Homiletics: carrying that meaning across the bridge of time in order to communicate the

meaning and significance of that text to the contemporary audience. (Often used for

preparing a sermon, but also very helpful in personal Bible study.)

● Hermeneutical study guidelines:

○ Here are some questions to ask ourselves when we start with a section of Scripture.

■ What is the genre (history, poetry, wisdom literature, prophecy, letter)?

■ What or who is the primary subject matter?

■ What is the historical/cultural significance

■ What may have been the author’s intentions that would have been understood

by his original audience?

○ Next, read the text you want to focus on.

■ What is the text’s context within the same Biblical book?

■ Compare the text with other books by the same author (if any)

■ Compare text with other Biblical usages - different authors

■ Finally, seek extra-contemporary usage (i.e. study materials, commentaries,

sermons, etc)
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