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   The pastors in our 

circuit recently read a 

book together entitled 

The Other Half of 

Church: Christian 

Community, Brain 

Science and Over-

coming Spiritual 

Stagnation. That 

sounds like a lot to take in, and it was, but 

I did find it an engrossing read. While we 

wouldn’t agree with the authors on every 

theological point, the book does highlight 

some very useful observations about how 

people grow. 

   Have you ever made a resolution, a 

vow, or commitment with every good 

intention of following through, but then 

failed to do so?  I imagine most of us can 

relate to this experience in some way,  

often when it comes to our spiritual lives: 

“This is the year I’m going to give up that 

bad habit” – “I vow to be more generous 

and loving toward others” -- “From now 

on, I’m going to put God first in  

everything!” We begin with these good 

intentions and worthy goals, but it doesn’t 

take us long to fall short of our goals and 

fall back into the same old patterns and 

habits. It seems that just trying to change 

or to do better doesn’t often lead to actual 

improvement. 

   The Other Half of Church asserts that 

growing as disciples of Jesus is not  

something that we can do well merely by 

trying harder or having good intentions. 

“Direct willpower has little effect on our 

character,” the authors write (p. 115). 

Rather, character building comes mainly 

through relationships. We tend to imitate 

the behaviors that we see others around us 

portraying (for good or for bad). That isn’t 

a new idea; the book of Proverbs says it 

this way: “Whoever walks with the wise 

becomes wise, but the companion of fools 

will suffer harm” (Proverbs 13:20). Which 

is why it is so important that we be  

connected to Jesus and part of a Christian 

community. We need a community that 

encourages us to grow, weeps with us in 

our sadness, celebrates with us in our joys, 

and holds us accountable when needed. 

   One of the great blessings of being a  

pastor here at Faith Lutheran Church is 

that I get to spend time with this  

congregation every day. What a gift it is to 

be shaped by the wisdom of those who 

know and have experienced much more 

than me. I am often moved by your  

examples of love and compassion. I am 

frequently encouraged by your words. And 

I am regularly inspired by your faith  

shining forth even in the most difficult of 

times. I hope and pray that you too are 

being blessed by rubbing shoulders with 

others in the body of Christ here at this 

place. And in that process, some of Jesus 

rubs off on us all as we do life together, 

formed by the Holy Spirit at work in us. 

    

Speaking of our family of Faith, I also am 

delighted to share with you that  

after a careful search and a number of 

good interviews by the search  

committee, Heather Jones has agreed to 

join our staff as the new bookkeeper in 

2023 (replacing the retiring Deb Henkel). 

Heather has been a lifelong member of 

Faith Lutheran and we’re excited to  

welcome her into this new role in our 

church family. Be looking for the February 

newsletter, when we’ll get the opportunity 

to hear Heather tell us more about herself. 
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Wednesday night  

activities resume  

January 4 

 

New Bible Studies are 

beginning in January  

 

Get active at church in  

2023! 



Celebrations 
 

We thank the Lord for new and enduring  

marriages:   

Matt & Alex (Howell) Brown 

Paxton & Nicole (Hamik) Gruber 
 

We give thanks for babies... 

A girl—Reilly & London Lambrecht 

A girl—Trent & Lakey Gloystein 

A girl—Chase & Alyssa Bengtson 

A boy—Kevin & Gracie Molina 
 

And for baptisms... 

Peyton Grace Van Kirk, daughter of 

Paul & Amanda (Konert) Van Kirk 

 

Health & Healing 
 

Recently included in our prayers: 

Barb Franzen, David Haase, Alexys 

Hurt, Amy Johnson, Steve Karr, 

Janet Matthies, Isaac Mertens, 

David Nelson, Carolyn Prauner, 

Carolyn Rottman, Natalie Sund. 

We continue our prayers for:  

Pam Baker, Vicki Fisher, Harvey  

Goings, Jerry Kehn, Sheila Lightner, 

Bob Matthies, Bill Petersen, Harlan 

Stoley, and Paul Wathen. 

Sympathy 
 

We pray for all those who  

mourn the loss of loved ones,  

especially:  

Dave DeRosear—son 

Gene Kort—sister 

Bev Powell & family —husband 

Rick & Rhonda Rail—sister-in-law 

Jenny Sidlo—stepfather 

Jean Wills—mother 

Keith Worley & LeAnn Hawes—

father 

Prayers 

Priscilla Circle - January 3, 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  All 

women are welcome to join with us for this month’s meeting of 

Priscilla Circle. 

 

TheoPub - January 5, 6:30pm at Steeple Brewing.  All men (21 & 

over) are invited to join others for informal Bible Study and Chris-

tian fellowship.   

 

Baptism Celebration - January 8, at the 10:30 service. Join us in 

celebrating our 2022 baptized brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Book Club - January 12, 7:00pm at Dally’s on South Street. We’ll 

be discussing - Surviving Savannah by Patti Callahan. Contact 

Deanna Dirks for more information. 

 

Church Clean Up - January 14, 9-12pm  

See the details on this page. 

 

Voters’ Meeting - January 22, 11:45am  

Our first quarterly voter’s meeting of the year will follow the 10:30 

service. Join us for a brief meeting including board and financial 

reports. What a great way to know what’s going on in the life of our 

church!   

 

Game Day - January 29, 1:00-3:00pm  

See the details on this page. 
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Church Clean Up Day 

Saturday, January 14 

9:00—12:00pm 
 

Out with the old and in with the new!  

We are needing help assembling shelving, 

removing cupboards, painting, and general 

building maintenance. So grab a paintbrush 

and join the fun! 

BAPTISM CELEBRATION 
All those who were 

baptized during 2022 

will have photos  

displayed in the forum 

during the month of 

January.  Please bring a photo 

to the church office by Dec. 30.  

Thank you! 

Game Day 

Sunday, January 29 

1:00—3:00pm 
 

Everyone is welcome to come and join oth-

ers from the family of Faith in an afternoon 

of game playing! Bring your favorite board 

or card game and a snack to share! 
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 Thank-you Notes 
Thank you, Faith family for coming out to carol to me 

and to Priscilla Circle for the lovely plate of cookies.  

The music was beautiful and the treats were delicious!  

~ Carol Krause.  

Thank you to the ladies’ group for the wonderful plate of 

cookies. It really brightened my day! ~ Shirley Schmidt 

Many thanks to the Priscilla Circle ladies for the  

beautiful and delicious Christmas cookies. I really  

enjoyed them! ~ Kay Perkins 

What a joy to have the group from Faith come to our 

home to sing beautiful carols to us to welcome the Ad-

vent season. Thanks also to the ladies of Priscilla Circle 

for bringing us the lovely plate of Christmas cookies. We 

are truly blessed to have such wonderful Faith friends. 

~Latham and Janice Mortensen 

Young Women’s Bible Study  

Beginning Monday, February 6 

6:30-8:00pm in Room 102-103 
We will be working through the book 

“Open Your Bible” by Raechel Myers  

and Amanda Bible Williams. Anyone  

interested in joining this 8-week study is 

invited to contact Lisa Bulas or the church 

office.  

Women’s Bible Study  

Beginning Tuesday, January 10 

6:30-8:00pm in Room 11 
We will be studying the book “Ruth: Res-

cued by the Redeemer”, a 6 week compre-

hensive look at the book of Ruth that also 

focuses on other important characters in 

the book. Please register with Donna Buss 

or Ellen Jank by 1/1/2023.  

Children's Christmas Program Thanks to Jean Davis & 

Lisa Bulas for Music and direction, Emily Dunbar or spe-

cial music and dance choreography, Eva Magallanes and 

Katelyn Hoins for AV. Lindsay Frey, Heather Jones, Dan 

and Beth Jabs for snacks and break time. 

In November, our church website 

was sponsored by the Chestnut 

Corner Bazaar  

 Community News 

Marriage Retreat Seminar 

Saturday, January 14 

1:00—5:00pm 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Rev. Dr. Justin Hannemann will lead a marriage retreat  

seminar aimed to strengthen and foster all marriages. After  

attending the marriage seminar on January 14th, participants  

are invited to meet at their church on a later date to debrief and 

discuss what they learned.  The cost of the seminar is $25 per  

couple. Register by emailing Pastor Gaunt or the Peace Lutheran 

Church office with your name and phone number. 
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Sunday School –  

Beginners’:  Pria Strand.  

Pre-School: Madelyn Bengtson, Lydia   

Folcik, Charlotte Kroll, Jadeyn Mitchell. 

Kindergarten: Autumn Davis, Miles Shaw. 

1st: Jack Fink, Mason Shaw 2nd: Eli Wills. 

3rd: Emma Edwards, Carter McIntyre.   

4th: Hanna Jabs. 5th: Davis McIntyre.  
 

Weekday School –  

Pre-School: Kyler Arneson, Conner Benes, 

Isaac Bulas, Addison Nelson.  

Kindergarten: Aubree Brooks, Autumn 

Davis, Grant Gerloff, Marcus Hulse, Harper 

Martin, Kaylyn Timko. 1st: Harrison      

Bartunek, Sophie Bulas, Oliver Keilig, 

Andy Klabenes, Preston Nelson, Lena 

Perez, Chloe Wahlmeier. 2nd: Julia Jabs, 

Ryker Kapustka, Logan Poppe, Kody Rossi, 

Blake Williams, Ellie Wilson. 3rd: Logan 

Arneson, Nolan Bulas, Emma Edwards, 

Emma Hoins, Carter McIntyre, Brantley 

Nelson, Quinn Oakeson, Gage Rossi, Gentry 

Timmerman. 4th: Ryker Ayres, Karlei  

Genert, Hannah Jabs, Kaleb Kapustka,  

Cady Klabenes. 5th: Michael Hoins, Kyler 

Hughes, Ben Kuehn, Davis McIntyre, Ryker 

Timmerman, Ella Williams. 6th: Braylen 

Arneson, Ava Konert, Josh Muske, Emma 

Wilson. 7th: Kayden Bartunek, Ashton   

Kapustka, Harper Rundle, Ellie Wahlmeier. 

8th: Azul Amya, Kiley Ayres, Gracie Craig, 

Maddie Groff, Katelyn Hoins, Kolt Hudson, 

Ava Katzberg, Barrett McIntyre. 

Perfect Attendance 

Sunday school offerings in January will 
go to help those in our community without 
warm winter wear.  

Hot Talks resumes on January 4, 2023. 

High school youth gather to talk about real 

life. Food, Fun, Prayers and More! 

Wednesday evenings, 8:00-9:00pm. 

Soul Patrol The Extra Half  - Wednesday January 

18th we will gather in the fellowship hall for a half hour 

service project for our community.  

Soul Patrol Lock-In 

Friday, January 27th 6pm—12am 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Led by—Concordia University Seward students.  

Activities, music, games, devos, food, and more. Bring a 

$5 donation to offset late night pizza and the cost of the 

event. You may want to bring a snack to share. Friends 

are welcome! RSVP to DCE Wade 402-462-5044 by 

Wednesday, January 25th. 

XYF Summer Service  

Trip Meeting  

January 11 at 7:30 pm  
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after Weekday School to 

discuss details for the service trip meeting. 

XYF Bowling  

January 15 at 2:00 pm 

at Pastime Lanes  
High School youth are invited to gather some friends and join 

us for bowling at Pastime Lanes! Cost is $5 per person. 

Senior Crosses 

January 15 at 11:45am  

Fellowship Hall 
High School Seniors are invited to join us after the late service 

to make their senior crosses. Parents are invited! We will meet 

in the Fellowship Hall, lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to 

DCE Leah by January 8th.  

Word on Wednesday Music 
 

Reminder: During the last 15 minutes of Weekday 

School (7:15-7:30) on the first Wednesday of each month 

students PreK-6th grade will gather in the Forum to sing 

songs about Jesus. Parents may pick their children up in 

the Forum instead of in their classrooms.  

Word on Wednesday and all other Wednesday night 

activities resume on January 4, 2023. See you there! 



 
YAM Bible Study Dates—January 12 & 26 from 6:30—8:00pm. 

 

YAM is a group for young men and women, aged 18-30, who want to learn more about God through 

scripture, connect their faith and life, and develop meaningful relationships. It provides opportunities 

to meet other young people in our congregation through Bible study, serving, and social events.  

Contact DCE Leah Werling at leah@afamilyoffaith.com for more information. 

Thursdays 
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Sundays 

THE CHOSEN [C-202] - Fellowship Hall 
This multi-season “TV” show is based on the ministry of Jesus and His disciples. It has been watched on streaming services by over 

100 million people. Whether you’ve seen it or not, you’re invited to join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall as we read 

the Bible, watch corresponding scenes from the show, and discuss them together. In early 2022 we worked through seasons 1 and 2; 

this time we’ll pick up in season 3. Begins January 8, 2023. 

CHANGES THAT HEAL: FOUR PRACTICAL STEPS TO A HAPPIER, HEALTHIER YOU [P-400] - Rm 101-102 

We will be discussing this book and the Bible passages referenced in it. It provides a down-to-earth plan to help us recover from the 

wounds of the past and grow more and more into the image of God. Many of us struggle with anxiety, loneliness, and feelings of 

inadequacy. We know that God created us in his image, but how can we be loving when we feel burned out? How can we be free 

when we struggle with addiction? Will we ever enjoy the complete healing God promises? Combining his professional expertise and 

personal experience, renowned psychologist Dr. Henry Cloud guides us through four basic ways to become joy-filled, mature fol-

lowers of Christ:  Connect more deeply with others, separate from others in healthy ways, Understand the good and the bad in our-

selves and others, Grow into greater emotional and spiritual maturity. With fascinating case studies and helpful techniques we can 

start using immediately, Changes That Heal reminds us that God promises to complete His good work in us. You can order a copy of 

the book through Amazon or by contacting DCE Wade Johnson. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY - meets in Room 102-103 at 6:30 pm. 

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE: A STUDY OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED [H-200] We will continue refreshing our memo-

ries about the source and meaning of these familiar, ancient words.  We’ll tackle questions such as, “What is a “creed,” and 

who wrote this one…and when… and why? What is it we are saying each week when we speak these words aloud, and to 

whom are we saying them? 

Wednesdays 
MORNING BIBLE STUDY [E-100] meets in Room 11 at 9:00am. Pastor Dunbar leads the group.  This is a time of prayer, 

devotion, and sermon discussion.  All are welcome to be a part of this wonderful group of friends. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100] - Russ’s Market at 7:00am; done promptly at 7:50am. Gather each week for 

coffee or breakfast. The group is watching and discussing the fascinating “CHOSEN” video series. 

Tuesdays 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY - meets in Room 11 from 6:30pm—8:00pm. 

Ruth: Rescued by the Redeemer is a 6 week comprehensive look at the book of Ruth that also focuses on other important characters 

in the book. The study will run January 10—February 14.  

           Key to Adult Bible Studies  
  
 C=  Cultural …....contemporary issue/current event             100 level-  No prior knowledge of subject needed   
 E=  Exegetical....study of the Bible                   200 level-  Some Biblical knowledge helpful 
 H=  Historical…. chronological study                         300 level-   More challenging and uses own Bible 
 P=  Practical…... a specific issue/practice in life           400 level-  Homework and a “dig deep” attitude 
 



 

 Faith Lutheran Church 

837 Chestnut 

Hastings, NE  68901 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Office – 402-462-5044 

www.aFamilyofFaith.com 

-includes all email addresses 

 

STAFF 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

402-462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

402-834-1077 (Cell) 

 

Leah Werling, D.C.E.  

leah@afamilyoffaith.com 
 

 

Support Staff 

Tina Clark, Admin. Asst. 

Heather Jones, Bookkeeper 

2023 Church Council 
Chairman: Cole Bulas   Vice Chairman: Doug Koopman 

Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz               Recording Secretary: Lisa Worley 

Board of Education: Lindsay Frey, Heather Jones, Marisa Butler 

Board of Evangelism: Mindy Wetherbee, Monica Lange, Shannon Nelson 

Board of Family Life: Sarah Hoins, Linda Parnell, Liz Karr 

Board of Finance: David Bierman, Rick & Deb Runyan, Linda Venteicher,  

                   Dan & Deb Laux, Kathy Hansen & Scott Hansen 

Board of Lay Ministry: Rhonda Rail, Bryce Brodrick, Ellen Jank,  

              Becky Hamik, Ron Haase, Tony Shafer 

Board of Stewardship: Mecala Poppe, Jamee Bockerman, Kayla Edwards 

Board of Trustees: Donna Buss, Michele Overy, Dave Utecht,  

       Deb Bunde, John Bartunek, Eileen Saathoff 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

Non Profit Organization 
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