
 

  Sometimes when preparing for a sermon 

or Bible study, one ends up with more 

ideas or material than there is time to  

explore. So, as we continue through the 

season of Epiphany – celebrating Jesus 

revealed as God and Savior – I thought I 

would share with you a couple of 

“leftover” thoughts. In worship on  

January 16th, we heard what John calls 

“the first of [Jesus’] miraculous signs:” 

the changing of water into wine during a  

wedding at Cana in Galilee (John 2:1-11). 

Here are a couple of poems based on that 

event which caught my imagination. The 

first, written by Sharan Flynn Tette is  

titled simply “Cana” and imagines Mary, 

the mother of Jesus, reflecting on the 

miracle: 
She smiled at the wide eyes 

of the servants as their busy pitchers 
robbed the stone jars of their treasure. 

And his disciples! She longed to tell them 

of the time his small thumb 
pried the prickly shell of a pod 

to reveal pale seeds aligned 
like the overlapping shields 

of Roman soldiers. The whole world, 

he said, is made with just such order. 
She had ever after trained her eyes 

 on life’s random wonders. 

 

She would tell them how, at twelve 

running home from temple-school, 
all brown legs and arms, 

and seated at the table, eating honey-cake 

he framed in words his own visions 
of the Father. Such simple pictures. 

Yet they lit the mind’s deepest chambers, 
and transformed even the room’s 

dusky corners. Yes, others were surprised, 

but she remembered 
all the times he changed the ordinary water 

of her life into wine. 
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  The second, a sonnet by Malcolm Guite is 

titled “Epiphany at Cana:” 

 

Here’s an epiphany to have and hold, 

a truth that you can taste upon the tongue, 

No distant shrines and canopies of gold 

Or ladders to be clambered rung by rung, 

But here and now, amidst your daily living, 
Where you can taste and touch and feel and see, 

The spring of love, the fount of all forgiving, 
Flows when you need it, rich, abundant, free. 

 

Better than waters of some outer weeping, 
That leave you still with all your hidden sin, 

Here is a vintage richer for the keeping 
That works its transformation from within. 

‘What price?” you ask me, as we raise the glass, 

‘It cost our Savior everything he has.’ 
 

  As you journey through Epiphany, may the 

love of the One who gave all for you open 

your eyes to God’s power and grace in your 

everyday  life. 

Time and Talents 
Now is a great time to 

update your time and talent  

list by completing the  

“Sharing My Gifts”  

form on our website at  

www.aFamilyofFaith.com. 
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FEBRUARY EVENTS 
 

Priscilla Circle -  February 1, 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  All 

women are welcome to join with us for this month’s meeting of Priscilla 

Circle. 

 

TheoPub - February 3, 6:30pm at Steeple Brewing.  All men (21 & 

over) are invited to join others for informal Bible Study and Christian  

fellowship.   

 

Parenting the Love & Logic Way - Sundays beginning February 6 

from 2:00—4:00pm.  See article on page 3. 

 

Book Club - February 10, 7:00pm at Dally’s on South Street. We will 

be discussing News of the World by Paulette Jiles.  Contact Deanna Dirks 

for more info. 

 

Young Adult Bible Study - February 10, 6:30-8:00pm. We will be  

continuing our study on the Incarnation of God. Adults ages 18-30 are 

welcome to join! Contact DCE Leah for more information. 

 

Pie Auction & Lunch - February 13, lunch following the 10:30 service 

Auction begins at 12:15pm. See flyer insert for details. 

 

Coffee & Bagels - February 20 & 27, between worship services. 
The Chestnut Corner Bazaar group will be offering specialty coffee and 

bagels. The free-will offering will be given to this year’s chosen charity. 

 

Church Council Meeting - February 24, 7:30pm. Council meeting has 

been moved to allow called staff to attend the Best Practices Conference. 

 

Women’s Bible Study - Tuesdays from 6:30—8:00pm. 

We continue our study on Esther, then on February 22, we will begin our 

study titled “Unglued…”. Please register with Ellen Jank by February 4. 

Health & Healing   
Recently included in our prayers:  

Gerald Allen, Connie Davis, Kurt Dunbar, 

Macaela Henkel, Bob & Kelly Johnson, 

Brad Kirkpatrick, Carol Krause, Kevin 

Krueger, Chris Parnell, James Rehwaldt-

Alexander, Betty Reiber, Doug Schenk.  

 

We continue our prayers for:  

Torie Arnold-Bohannon, Deb Bruntz, 

Ezra Folcik, Vicki Hartmann, Judy Hell-

wege, Julie Kempf, Velma Lisius, Marcia 

Maurer, Bill Petersen, and Paul Wathen.  

Sympathy   
We pray for the families of those who 

have lost loved ones:  

Jeff Schutte a the death of his mother, Jan 

Klammer and Vicki Hinrichs at the death 

of each of their fathers, Daisy Patterson at 

the death of her daughter, Carol Krause at 

the loss of her uncle, for the family of Jay 

Wilder at his death, and the family of 

Shane Melcher at his death. 

Celebrations 

We give thanks for children who are 

newly baptized:  

-Briella Saige Rowley, daughter of  

Brett & Andrean Rowley 

-Judah Edwin Fink, son of  

Josh & JoAnn (nee: Tyler) Fink 

 

And for couples newly wed: 

Samantha (nee: Johnson) and Cory 

Samuelson 

The following verses from 1 Corinthians 

13 are oftentimes shared at weddings as a 

reminder of loving your husband or wife. 

However, these verses are appropriate for 

each of us and crucial to the times we are 

living in right now - when disagreements 

arise and tempers flare in this broken 

world, let's take a few moments to reflect 

on how we can put these verses into  

action in our own lives and mend fences, 

rather than tear down walls. We are  

brothers and sisters in Christ, called to 

share God's love with those around us.  
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Visit www.afamilyoffaith.com to find Bible 

Study and fellowship opportunities, view past 

sermons, volunteer your time, plus a whole lot 

more. Our website is your go-to location to find 

out what is going on at Faith Lutheran Church. 

If you’re interested in sponsoring the website, 

please contact the church office. 

Mother/Daughter Tea  

All girls in grades Kindergarten 

through 5th and their mothers are 

invited to join us for a Mother/

Daughter Tea Party, March 20th 

from 2:00-3:00pm!  

This event will include ‘tea’ and treats, devotional time, 

and crafts. This will be a time for mothers and daughters 

to spend intentional time together while learning of their 

identity as God’s beloved children.  

Please RSVP to DCE Leah by February 27. 

Thank you,to thecarolers 
who came to sing to me 
and thank you, too, for 
the goody bag! 

Bob Hohlfeld 

Offering statements are available now in the 

Forum. Please contact the church office if you 

would like yours mailed. 

 Community News 

Lutheran School Open Houses 
            Zion Classical Academy in Hastings and Christ  

            Lutheran School in Juniata are both hosting open     

            houses on February 3, 2022. Please plan on visiting! 

Zion Classical Academy 

5:00-7:00pm 

465 South Marian Rd 

Hastings, NE 68901 

[402] 462-5012 

Christ Lutheran School 

6:00—7:30pm 

13175 W 70 St 

Juniata, NE 68955 

[402] 744-4991 

The LLL Soup Supper originally  

scheduled for February 5 is canceled.   

Proceeds from the soup supper are used to 

provide college scholarships to students 

pursuing church vocations including  

pastors, DCEs and teachers.  

Expense funds usually used for soup supplies will go to 

the scholarship fund. Anyone willing to donate to the LLL 

project will be appreciated. Donations can be sent to the 

Faith church office in care of Faith Lutheran Laymen. 

Thank you for your support. 

Parenting the Love & Logic Way - Sundays 

beginning February 6 from 2:00—4:00pm.  

Parenting the Love & Logic Way is a course  

in parent training and offers an effective,  

low-stress way to communicate with children 

aged 2-20. Childcare is provided for those who 

indicate a need on their prepaid registration by 

February 2. 

It’s a Glorious Mystery-  

Lent Resource for Families  

Grab your magnifying glass and put on your detective 

hat as we investigate the mystery of God’s great plan for 

our salvation. This Lenten devotional will lead your 

family through a series of clues as you follow our sav-

ior, Jesus, on His journey to the cross, the grave, and 

onward to His glorious resurrection on Easter morning. 

Look forward to unboxing something sweet on Easter! 

Sign up to get your box by calling the church office or 

on our website under the ‘grow’ tab by February 16th 

so we can prepare a box for your family!  



Check back next month for another education highlight! 
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Sunday School –  

Beginners’: Jadeyn Mitchell.  

Pre-School: Autumn Davis.  

Kindergarten: Faith Hoins. 1st: Simeon Huber, Julia Jabs, 

Eli Wills. 2nd: Emma Hoins. 3rd: Hannah Jabs, Kaleb  

Kapustka.  

4th: Michael Hoins, Ben Kuehn.  

5th: Abby Jabs, Rylan Kapustka, Josh Muske.  

6th: Ashton Kapustka. 

7th: Katelyn Hoins, Eva Magallanes.  

Perfect  

Attendance 

December 

Sunday school offerings in February  
will go to cover the postage and supplies 

involved for our Sunday school classes to 

create and send Valentines to congregation 

members. 

Soul Patrol Pie Making   

Saturday February 12th 

 9AM until noon.  

Soul Patrol Pie Auction  

Sunday February 13th 

after late service. 

All are invited. Those participating in the 

Colorado service trip and their families are 

expected to help both days. If for some  

reason you are unable to help contact DCE 

Wade Johnson 402-462-5044 before the 

event. 

Education Highlight—Pre-School Sunday School 

This month we are highlighting the Pre-School Sunday School 

class taught by Mary Reinke, Cathy Breinig, and Maddie Fritz. 

They are currently learning Bible stories on the ministry of 

Jesus.  

Mary enjoys teaching the class because of what the little peo-

ple have to teach her.  

Cathy finds joy in watching the preschoolers learn stories 

about Jesus and hear them sing His praises!  

Maddie enjoys being a part of Sunday school because it makes 

her heart happy and full to teach the little ones about God and 

how much He loves them. 

Valentine Sunday- February 6th  

Our Sunday School classes will be making 

valentines for some of our congregation 

members. Children are invited to also bring 

the address of a grandparent or other  

significant person in their life and make a 

valentine to send to them. 

Soul Patrol Lock In 

Friday, February 4 

6pm—11pm. 
Cost: $5 by Feb 2 

Friends are welcome! 
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A TIME TO REJOICE [E-300] meets upstairs in Room 102-103 at 6:30 pm 

Philippians is perhaps my favorite of St. Paul’s 13 epistles. It is a joyful, Gospel-laden letter of encouragement to friends in the 

faith. It’s my New Testament comfort food, not to say that it’s not nutritious, or even a challenge to chew on and digest. It can 

be all those things. Join me, Pastor Paul, as we delve into God’s Word Wednesday resuming January 5. 

Wednesdays 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY [E-100] meets in Room 11 at 9:00am  

Pastor Dunbar leads the group.  This is a time of prayer, devotion, and sermon discussion.  All are welcome to be a part of this 

wonderful group of friends. 

Sundays 

BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS [C-202] - Fellowship Hall 

Please contact Pastor Josh if you or someone you know would like to be a part of this new membership class beginning Feb 6. 

 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART [H-201] - South Classroom (Room 102-103) with DCE Wade Johnson. 

With All Your Heart from the That the World May Know Series by Ray Vander Laan. The honeymoon is over. The people of 

Israel have forgotten how God took care of them in the desert. God wants His people to remember who brought them to the 

promised land and who still cares for them. This study is filmed on location in the Holy Land. 

           Key to Adult Bible Studies  
  
 C=  Cultural …....contemporary issue/current event             100 level-  No prior knowledge of subject needed   
 E=  Exegetical....study of the Bible                   200 level-  Some Biblical knowledge helpful 
 H=  Historical…. chronological study                         300 level-   More challenging and uses own Bible 
 P=  Practical…... a specific issue/practice in life           400 level-  Homework and a “dig deep” attitude 
 

 

BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100] - Russ’s Market  (2nd floor) at 7:00am  

All are welcome to join us for breakfast and Bible Study.  Elevator accessibility to the gathering room on the 2nd floor is 

available.  Call Bill Henkel or contact the church office with questions. 

Tuesdays 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY [E-400] - 6:30-8:00 - South Classroom (Room 102-103) 

Join the Women’s Bible Study on Tuesday nights from February 22 to March 29 for “Unglued, Making Wise Choices in the 

Midst of Raw Emotions” by Lisa Terkeurst. This video study studies the emotions women have and the reactions we have as 

an opportunity to fall into unhealthy patterns or choose more wisely and make progress. Register with Ellen Jank by February 

4 so study guides can be ordered.  

How Jesus, who is almighty God from all eternity, could also become a man like us is indeed a  

mystery far too deep for the human mind to understand fully. Yet this deep mystery of the incarnation 

has enormous practical value for the Christian life. Young adults ages 18-30 are invited to join us as 

we continue to dive into this mystery and the blessing it is to the people of God.   

Upcoming dates are February 10 and 24 from 6:30—8:00pm. 

Contact DCE Leah leah@afamilyoffaith.com for more information. 

Thursdays 
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837 Chestnut 
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Faith Lutheran Church 
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STAFF 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

402-462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

402-834-1077 (Cell) 

 

Leah Werling, D.C.E.  

leah@afamilyoffaith.com 
 

 

Support Staff 

Tina Clark, Admin. Asst. 

Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper 

2022 Church Council 
Chairman: Cole Bulas   Vice Chairman: Doug Koopman 

Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz               Recording Secretary: Sharon Nienhueser 

Board of Education: Christine Schenk, Lindsay Frey, Heather Jones 

Board of Evangelism: Judy Bosier, Mindy Wetherbee, Monica Lange 

Board of Family Life: Kathy Nelson, Sarah Hoins, Linda Parnell 

Board of Finance: Gayle Kuhlman, Brian & LeAnn Hawes, David Bierman,  

     Dan & Tammy Soucie, Rick & Deb Runyan, Linda Venteicher 

Board of Lay Ministry: Steve Ocker, Ray Brandt, Rhonda Rail,  

              Bryce Brodrick, Bill Henkel, Ellen Jank 

Board of Trustees: Donna Buss, Larry Ochsner, Bill Henrichs,  

      Michele Overy, Dave Utecht, Deb Bunde 

Board of Stewardship: Kendra Bargen, Mecala Poppe, Jamee Bockerman 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

Non Profit Organization 
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