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10/15 Fall Cleanup 

10/23 XYF Pumpkin Carving 

10/30 XYF Coffee Bar 

          Soul Patrol Rake & Run 

 

 

 

 “Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes….” 

Yes, I DO hope you’re stuck for the rest 

of the day singing that 1971 hit song from 

David Bowie’s Hunky Dory album. 

You’re welcome. 

 

We are in a season of ch-ch-ch-ch-change. 

Changing temperatures. Changing colors. 

Changing schedules. In my own personal 

life, there has been a lot of newness. It’s 

my wife and my first full year of an 

“empty nest,”  so that’s been an adjust-

ment, with lots of time spent thinking 

about and praying for our absent children. 

Our daughter Phoebe graduated from 

UNK in May to go live in Virginia, and 

now she’s starting a new job in southern 

California. My brother and his family, 

with whom our family was very close, 

moved from just up the road in Utica,  

Nebraska where they’ve lived the past 12 

years, to New Jersey. It seems like lots of 

life is in transition, and adjusting to the 

newness is hard. 

 

In the church, too, it feels like we’ve been 

in transition now for quite some time. 

Four years ago this month, in preparation 

for the retirement of Vicki Fisher who  

had served here for nearly 30 years, our 

congregation voted to apply for a DCE 

intern from Concordia, Seward. How 

blessed we were to have Leah Werling 

come, and, in late summer 2020 be  

installed as our new Director of Youth 

and Family! Then, two years ago this 

month, the church newsletter had a notice 

seeking applications for an office  

administrator, as Cindy O’Donnell  

prepared for her retirement after 25 years 

with us. How blessed we were when our 

own longtime family of Faith member 

Tina Clark filled that position beginning 

in January 2021! 

And now we ready ourselves for further 

change. At the end of December, our faithful 

and dedicated Bookkeeper and Education  

Assistant of 22 ½ years, the incomparable Deb 

Henkel, will be retiring. It’s hard to imagine 

the office without her. As a congregation 

Faith has been blessed by good leaders for a 

long time, and as we said when past longtime 

staff have left us, so we say again: “These will 

be hard shoes to fill.” 

 

And yet we know God is faithful. We  

remember the words of German hymn-writer 

Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel who 

said in “Be Still, My Soul,” her famous hymn 

of 1752: “In every change, He faithful will 

remain….your God will undertake to guide 

the future as He has the past.”  Words of 

comfort and hope, based on the promises of 

our Lord who says, “Remember, I am with 

you always, even to the end of the ages.” 

 

I know so many of you reading this are  

experiencing all kinds of new and developing 

situations yourself  – at your work, in your 

finances, with your family, in your body – and 

those adjustments can be confusing, even 

painful. But our God is the solid Rock, even 

when all other ground is shifting sand. We 

will not fear or despair. God is faithful. 

 

So, turn and face the strange. Ch-ch-ch-ch-

changes. That’s what life this side of Christ’s 

return in glory is all about. A changing life,  

a changing world, an unchanging God of  

unchanging grace. 

 

(And if you or someone you know might be 

interested in a career change, see the details 

inside this newsletter for the position of 

church Bookkeeper/Education Assistant or 

call Pastor Paul for more information.) 
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Health & Healing 
 

Recently included in our prayers:  

Allison & Della Bader, Chester Barta, 

Katie Carver, Betty Church, Jack Sell, 

Trista Peterson, Jamie Rundle, Richard 

Schmidt, Jack Sell, and Beth Wasserber-

ger. 
  

We continue our prayers for:  

Pam Baker, Vicki Fisher, Vickie Gerloff, 

Harvey Goings, Jerry Kehn, Sheila  

Lightner, Velma Lisius, David Nelson, 

Bill Petersen, Max & Kathy Schroeder, 

and Paul Wathen. 

Celebrations 
 

We give thanks to the Lord for the  

beautiful gift of marriage and for those 

who were wed recently:  

Michael and Allie (nee: Linville) Krueger 
 

We give thanks for the gift of new babies 

born to:  a son to Jason & Desi Jordan and 

A son born to Tyler & Jackie Gloystein.  

Sympathy 
 

We pray for all those who mourn the loss 

of loved ones, especially: Vickie Gerloff 

and family at the death of her mother, 

Jean Thom at the death of her mother, 

Ardell Jugert at the death of  her nephew, 

and Craig Ritterbush and family at the 

death of his wife, Deb. 

Prayers 
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TheoPub - October 6, 6:30pm at Steeple Brewing.  All men (21 & 

over) are invited to join others for informal Bible Study and Christian 

fellowship.   

 

Priscilla Circle - October 4, 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  All 

women are welcome to join with us for this month’s meeting of Priscilla 

Circle. 

 

Fall Hayride - October 9, 4:30-6:30pm. See article on page 3. 

 

Book Club - October 13, 7:00pm at Dally’s on South Street. We’ll be 

discussing - When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi. Contact 

Deanna Dirks for more info. 

 

Colorado Service Trip - Beginning October 14. See article on page 3. 

 

Fall Church Cleanup - October 15, 9-12pm. See article on page 3. 

 

Voters’ Meeting - October 23, 11:45am in the Nave. 

All are invited to attend the quarterly voters’ meeting. 

 

The website was sponsored 

in September by Ardell 

Jugert in honor of her 94th 

birthday.  If you would like 

to sponsor the church website for a 

month ($40) please call the church  

office at 402-462-5044.  The website, 

www.afamilyoffaith.com is your go-to 

source for events, past sermons, and 

schedules. 

Many church needs are 

“invisible”,  and some 

can even be done from 

your home.   

 

Other tasks for Sundays include: 

Coffee setup/cleanup 

Bus driver 

Teacher/Aide 

Helpers needed for each Sunday Service: 

2 - Communion assistants 

1 - Welcome Desk 

3 - Greeters (families) 

4 - ushers 

Calls are starting now  

to fill church council and other  

service positions. 

Please consider giving the gift of yourself to God. 

MANY workers are needed. 

 

 
Let us not become weary  

in doing good,  

for at the proper time  

we will reap  

a harvest if we  

do not give up.  

Galatians 6:9 
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Estate Planning Resource 
An entire estate gift plan is a testimony of life lived by faith  

in Jesus.  Creating inheritance for family is not a response to 

entitled transfer of wealth.  It is intentional sharing of God’s 

gifts with the next generation or two, gifts to specific  

ministries, your home congregation, or organizations with 

which you have been involved, praying those gifts will enable 

God’s plans for those family members.  For more information 

contact a member of Faith Foundation Board or LCMS Gift 

Planning Counselor Craig Stirtz at 402-616-0312 

or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org.  

 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the 

Word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, 

and imitate their faith (Hebrews 13:7 ESV). 
 

October has been designated  

by the Board of Lay Ministers as 

Staff Appreciation Month 
 

for the entire church staff. 

You are invited to extend a word of thanks 

or place a card in the basket at the Welcome Desk  

on any Sunday in October. 
 

Staff Appreciation Committee, 

Ellen Jank, Denise Koch, and Jocelyn Rundle 

Colorado Service Trip  

October 14- 17  

Open to High School and Adults  
We will be re-siding the cafeteria and building picnic tables. 

We will also have some time to enjoy the outdoors and do 

some activities like the giant swing and zip line. If interested 

let DCE Wade Johnson know by October 2nd or before. Your 

anticipated cost should just be meals and gas on the way up 

and back.  

Financial Planning & Budgeting Event 
The Board of Stewardship is pleased to offer a free financial 

planning/budgeting event with Phil Nelson from Edward Jones 

Financial (and also a member of Faith Lutheran) on Sunday, 

November 6 in the church fellowship hall. Lunch will be  

provided and available by 11:45 a.m., and the presentation  

will begin at noon.  

Fall Hayride 

October 9th from 4:30-6:30pm  

at the DeVries Home [271 Road 320  Inland, NE] 

Faith family and friends are invited to  join us for food, games, and 

a hayride at the DeVries Farm. Please bring a chair and a  

potluck item to share. Sign up in the forum or contact  

the church office by October 5th. 

 

 

 

 Service silent auction 
 Basket silent auction 
 Cookie Walk 
 Pies & Goodies 
 Christmas Once Again with  

   huge collections of cardinals  

   and snowmen 
 Cafe serving breakfast and lunch 

Fall Cleanup 
October 15, 2022  9am-12pm 

Many hands make light work…  
 

Caring for our church home is just one way we show our love to 

our Holy Father. Give a few hours of your time to clean, paint,  

and organize in this fun and rewarding servant event. Focus areas 

include: landscaping & lawn, painting, minor repairs, cleaning and 

organizing the shed, and a whole lot more. Sign up for jobs in the 

forum or just show up to help. All ages and skills are welcome! 

mailto:craig.stirtz@lfnd.org
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Rake N’ Run 
Sunday, October 30th     

1 - 3PM 

Meet at the Church. 

Bring a good rake, a parent with a car to  

drive, a friend from your circle, and be  

ready to have some fun working. 

Sunday, October 2nd 

3:00 PM @ Pastime Lanes 

Cost $6.00 for bowling and shoes. 

Bring a Friend and get ready for  

some extreme bowling! 
 

For more info call: DCE Wade Johnson  

402-462-5044 

Middle School  

Summer Servant Trip Meeting 

 6th - 8th grade students and parents are  

invited to a meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

on Wednesday, November 16th at 7:30pm. 

XYF Parent Meeting,  
October 12th at 7:30pm  

in the South Classroom  
You and your high school student are  

invited to come learn more about  

opportunities for youth at Faith! 

During this meeting, we will discuss XYF 

events, Bible studies, service oriented 

opportunities, and details about our 2023 

summer service trip. 

XYF Pumpkin Carving,  
October 23rd from 2:00-3:00pm  
at the Rundle’s home [1525 Crestmoor]  

Bring a friend and join us at the Rundle’s 

home to converse and carve. Pumpkins 

will be provided. Please RSVP to DCE 

Leah by Oct. 19th.  

XYF Coffee Bar, October 30th   
Look forward to yummy treats and drinks 

following early service and prior to late ser-

vice. All free will donations will go to sup-

port the High School youth’s summer ser-

vice trip.  

Food Pantry Ministry 
September yielded 1410 pounds of food for the food pantry. Thanks 

for sharing your gifts with the needy. Collection carts are located at 

the back of the sanctuary and under the coat rack at the west entrance.  

 Community News 
Hastings CROP Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October 8, 2pm around Heartwell Park 

Church Women United of the Hastings area is hosting this 

year’s CROP hunger walk. The walk will raise funds to 

help stop hunger both locally and globally. 25% of the pro-

ceeds collected from the walk will come back to us and 

serve our local Salvation Army. To register, start at team, 

join a team, and/or donate online, go to crophunger-

walk.org or donate in your church office. Together we’ll 

end hunger one step at a time. 

LLL Fall Rally 
Sunday October 9, 2022  

St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

206 N Colorado - Minden, NE 

Speaker: Gary Wiecks 

Registration 5:00pm. Meal at 6:00pm.  

Cost: $ 10.00 



 

 

Sunday School –  

Pre-School: Isaac Bulas.  

Kindergarten: Autumn Davis. 

1st: Sophie Bulas. 

3rd: Nolan Bulas.  

5th: Ben Kuehn. 

Perfect  

Attendance 

Word on Wednesday Music 
 

Reminder: During the last 15 minutes of Weekday 

School (7:15-7:30) on the first Wednesday of each 

month students PreK-6th grade will gather in the 

Forum to sing songs about Jesus. Parents may pick 

their children up in the Forum instead of in their 

classrooms.  

The Children are Singing in Church 

Children 3 years old through 6th grade will be  

singing “Our God is a Great Big God” at church on 

October 9 during both services. Kids are encouraged 

to sing at the service they normally attend.  
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Sunday School Offerings— 

Are used to sponsor our compassion child, Freddy Victorio 

Sanchez Sanchez. Please remember Freddy in your prayers. 

Your love and support will help him to receive the assistance 

he needs to grow and develop. 

Men’s Bible Studies 
For the Education Highlight, I'd like to highlight the Men's 

Tuesday Morning Breakfast Bible Study. Cole said "At 

the Tuesday Morning Breakfast Bible Study, we watch  

and then discuss videos covering a wide range of topics,  

including the history of the Church, theological issues  

facing modern men, and ways to use and demonstrate our 

faith in our daily lives. All men are invited to join this small 

group! We meet at Russ's Market at 7am every  

Tuesday from Labor Day to Memorial Day." 

TheoPub meets at 6:30 on the first Thursday of each month 

at Steeple Brewing. All men, 21 and older are welcome! 
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SEEKING APPLICATIONS 

Faith Lutheran Church is accepting applications for the position of 

Bookkeeper/Education Assistant. Hours are approximately 40 per 

week. Pay is hourly and benefits are included. The successful applicant 

must be a team player, have strong communication and organizational 

skills, have basic computer and accounting skills, be detail oriented, 

and be committed to the Family of Faith mission statement. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

Attend weekly meetings; coordinate with other staff; work closely  

with the Directors of Education and Youth & Family, as well as the 

Board of Finance and the congregational Treasurer; assist in answering 

incoming phone calls; assist in greeting in-person visitors to the church 

office. 

 

FINANCES 

Manage all financial transactions for the church; record offerings  

including ACH, IRA’s, grain checks, tax annuities; create monthly  

financial reports, annual budget worksheets, and tax forms; prepare and 

mail offering statements; keep HOPE Fund books, retirement plan and 

HSA paperwork. 

 

EDUCATION ASSISTANT 

Create and send mailings; copy handouts; make postcards and  

notebooks; continually update education rosters, attendance, and maps; 

order and shop for supplies; track birthdays and special anniversaries 

for sending cards; set up forum displays; oversee resource room and 

craft closet. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

Have experience with basic computer applications (Microsoft Office, 

email, etc.); the use of Quickbooks and Excel are required for the  

accounting aspects of the position, but can be learned on the job. 

 Thank-yous 
Family of Faith, Thank you for 

the continued prayers, texts, calls, 

and cards. It means the world to 

me to know how blessed I am to 

have such a wonderful church  

family. I can’t express how much  

it helps me. Thank you.   

~ Sheila Lightner 

Thank you all for the wonderful 

cards and prayers as I navigate  

my illnesses. In your uniqueness, 

your prayers are as different as 

personalities, but reach the same 

result. It is truly a blessing to have  

them. Thank you again for the 

peace and comfort you bring  

during this trying time.  

~ Trista Peterson 

Thank you to everyone who tied 

the baby blankets from the 

Women's Retreat and returned 

them to the church for the Orphan 

Grain Train.  They will be packed 

and sent to Latvia.  Their warmth, 

coziness and message are sure to 

bless the women and children who 

receive them.    

Thank You for your kindness— 

Thank you for remembering Jack  

with your kindness & prayers. You 

are appreciated. In Christ’s love,  

~ Jack & Delilah Sell 
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CARING FOR GOD’S CREATION [C-300] meets in Room 102-103 at 6:30 pm 

Despite Christianity's significant role in scientific discovery and a strong theological foundation 

for stewardship of the earth, the church and the environmental movement of the past decades have 

often seen one another as enemies. Are they? Does our belief in Christ have anything to say about 

the cars we drive, the stuff we buy, the way we grow crops or the food we eat? Is the world really 

in an ecological crisis of global warming, as some say, and if it is, what do we know about it, and 

what should we do? Come and explore this timely topic with Pastor Paul. 

Wednesdays 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY [E-100] meets in Room 11 at 9:00am  

Pastor Dunbar leads the group.  This is a time of prayer, devotion, and sermon discussion.   

All are welcome to be a part of this wonderful group of friends. 

Sundays 

THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100] - Fellowship Hall 

Studying the Sunday Lessons meets each Sunday morning to explore the Bible readings and to 

give participants a chance to ask those unasked questions. 

 

BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS [P-100] - Room 11 

This class serves as adult confirmation for those wishing to become new members. It is also at-

tended by members who want a review of our faith and teachings. Pastor Josh leads this class 

 

THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF THE MESSIAH [E-200] - South Classroom (Room 101-102) 

Join DCE Wade Johnson in this Ray Vander Laan study starting October 9th. Journey back to the 

time of Jesus. Marvel at the Magnificence of Herod’s palace. Scramble among the ruins of Qum-

ran. And wonder at the simplicity and wisdom of Jesus Parables.  

 

YAM is a group for young men and women, aged 18-30, who want to learn more about God through 

scripture, connect their faith and life, and develop meaningful relationships. It provides opportunities 

to meet other young people in our congregation through Bible study, serving, and social events.  

Contact DCE Leah Werling at leah@afamilyoffaith.com for more information. 

Thursdays 

 
Key to Adult  
Bible Studies  
  

 
 C=  Cultural  

contemporary issue/
current event  

 

 E=  Exegetical 
study of the Bible  

 

 H=  Historical 
chronological study 

 

 P=  Practical 
a specific issue or  

practice in life 

 
100 level 

No prior knowledge of 
subject needed 

 

200 level 
Some basic Biblical 
knowledge helpful  

 

300 level 
More challenging and 

uses own Bible 
 

400 level 
Homework and a “dig 

deep: attitude 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100] - Russ’s Market  (2nd floor) at 7:00am  

Gather each week with others around the coffee or breakfast table for an early morning Bible study 

and discussion. 

Tuesdays 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY [E-400] - 6:30-8:00pm - Room 11 

We are studying “Encouraging One Another” a women of faith series book by Christa Kinde with 

a forward written by Nichole Johnson. Facilitated by Ellen Jank and Donna Buss. 

YOUNG WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY [P-200] - 6:30-8:00pm - at Lisa Bulas’s house 

We are studying “Living Free: Learning to Pray God’s Word” by Beth Moore.  



 

 Faith Lutheran Church 

837 Chestnut 

Hastings, NE  68901 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Office – 402-462-5044 

www.aFamilyofFaith.com 

-includes all email addresses 

 

STAFF 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

402-462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

402-834-1077 (Cell) 

 

Leah Werling, D.C.E.  

leah@afamilyoffaith.com 
 

 

Support Staff 

Tina Clark, Admin. Asst. 

Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper 

2022 Church Council 
Chairman: Cole Bulas   Vice Chairman: Doug Koopman 

Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz               Recording Secretary: Sharon Nienhueser 

Board of Education: Christine Schenk, Lindsay Frey, Heather Jones 

Board of Evangelism: Judy Bosier, Mindy Wetherbee, Monica Lange 

Board of Family Life: Kathy Nelson, Sarah Hoins, Linda Parnell 

Board of Finance: Gayle Kuhlman, Brian & LeAnn Hawes, David Bierman,  

     Dan & Tammy Soucie, Rick & Deb Runyan, Linda Venteicher 

Board of Lay Ministry: Steve Ocker, Ray Brandt, Rhonda Rail,  

              Bryce Brodrick, Ellen Jank, Becky Hamik 

Board of Trustees: Donna Buss, Larry Ochsner, Bill Henrichs,  

      Michele Overy, Dave Utecht, Deb Bunde 

Board of Stewardship: Kendra Bargen, Mecala Poppe, Jamee Bockerman 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

Non Profit Organization 
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