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Mark your calendars!

T his Month’s Message from Pastor Josh
As we head into the month of March,
we’re greeted by the season of Lent,
beginning on Ash Wednesday (March
6th). Traditionally, Lent is a time when
we focus on the sufferings and passion
of Jesus, culminating in his death on the
cross on Good Friday. Christians have
often chosen these forty days of Lent to
deny themselves some of the many
physical pleasures we enjoy and instead
focus on what Christ went through for
us. Perhaps you or someone you know
has given up sweets, cell phones or
Facebook for the season; others might
avoid food altogether for a period of
time – the spiritual practice of fasting.
These denials are meant to re-focus us
on Christ, and direct our desires to the
one who is worthy of our attention.
Giving up something for Lent can
certainly be a useful practice, but this
Lenten season, we’ll take a slightly
different approach and reflect on how
we encounter God through our five
senses – sight, smell, sound, touch and
taste. That might sound strange initially. Typically, we’re much more familiar with the idea of using our brains
or our hearts to interact with the Lord.
Perhaps we’ve been missing out. On
Wednesday evenings in Lent, we’ll explore how we might experience God
using the senses that God has given to
us. I hope it will be a unique and edifying experience for all of us.

This isn’t a new idea; God has always
interacted with people in ways that they
can apprehend through their senses.
From a pillar of smoke and fire, to a
still small voice, to the water of baptism, God has always communicated
with us in ways that engage the totality of our persons. We’re created to
experience the Lord not just in the realm
of ideas, but in ways that we can see,
smell, hear, touch, and even taste. I
hope you’ll join us on this Lenten journey: “God Makes Sense.”
And let me take this chance to remind
you that these special Wednesday evening worship opportunities will begin
on Ash Wednesday (March 6th). Each
evening will begin at 5:30 with a soup
meal in the lower level Fellowship Hall.
You are encouraged to come with a pot
of soup (vegetable, chicken noodle, or
chili) to share and table service for
yourself (though don’t let a lack of either thing keep you away – we always
have plenty of both.) After the meal,
we’ll join in worship together from 6:00
-6:30 pm. At 6:30, all the regular
Wednesday night activities (Bible study,
midweek classes, choir and craft group)
will go on as usual. If you’re unable to
join us for the 5:30-6:30 worship,
you’re welcome to attend the more traditional service, in the church sanctuary
at 8:00 pm. May you sense the Lord’s
presence among us as we gather as
God’s people throughout Lent.

 March 3- Sing &
Play at College
View Ass’t. Liv.
 Ash Wednesday is
March 6.
 Daylight Savings
Time begins again
on Sun. March 10.
 LLL Dartball on
March 10 open to
all men.
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Prayers

NEWS AND NOTES
Health, Treatments,
or Hospitalization
Recently included in
prayers: Katherine Greenland, Judy Hellwege, Jim
Herrenstein, J.D. Kelly, Andrew Matthies, Winona Peters, Calley Poppe, Rick Rail,
Jocelyn Rundle, Linda
Stocks Schafer, Joe Schroeder, Kathy Sneed, Brenda
Ware, Eli Wills.
And we continue praying
for: Della Bader,Tim Dycus,
Grace Eckhardt, Morgan
Hanson, Gloria Karr, cont...

….Karen Nykodym, Kip Sitzmore, Fenton Sund, Merna
Urwin, Eddie Worthington

Births & Baptisms

Sympathy

We give thanks at the birth of
a daughter to Jessey Petersen
& Rich Williams; and a son
to Jake & Jess Herrmann.

We pray for those who have
lost loved ones:
Bill Hitesman - mother;
Cheryl & Les Lorhan–niece;
Carolyn Rottman - mother;
Family of Stanley Hurd;
Family of Gary Wolfe;
May ALL who mourn the loss
of a loved one, find the peace
& comfort found only in
God’s promise given in Jesus.

We praise God for those
newly baptized: Cody Lane
& Kendall Grace, children of
John & Jamie Williams; Maverick Craig Lee, child of Bailey & Deidra Peters; Rorie
Jane, child of Zachary &
Calla Wiegel; and Maddyn
Marie, child of Brandon &
Sarah Modlin. God’s blessings on all of these families.

Craft Corner
The Craft group is looking for simple wooden 11
x 14 or smaller frames
(without glass) and plastic milk crates. You can
bring them to the craft
room #17, off the fellowship hall in the basement.
Thank you!
This year’s proceeds
from the Chestnut Corner
Bazaar, (and various other
fundraising events) will be
given to the Hastings
Area Food Pantry.

March Events
Women’s Retreat Reminder

Those who have signed up to attend (Sat. March 2, 9-4) please remember
to bring your donation of canned soup(s) for the Food Pantry.

TheoPub - March 7, 6:30pm

All men (21 and over) are invited to join others from Faith at Steeple Brewing for conversation and fellowship.

LLL DARTBALL TOURNAMENT

March 10, 5pm at Zion Lutheran
All men, high school age and above, are welcome to play on the Faith team at
the annual LLL Dartball tournament. We have a great time and good fellowship! Meet at Zion. For more information call Bill Henkel at 402-461-6624.

Women in the Word
All women, 21 years or older, are invited to meet at WineStyles (downtown Hastings)
on Tuesday, March 12, 6:30pm for an informal Bible Study and fellowship time.

Book Group - March 14th, 7pm at Dally’s Deli - South St.
Its time for a new Faith
Photo Directory. The
Board of Stewardship is
looking for members who
would like to help with
this exciting project.
Contact Eric Arneson,
215-375-5488 or Sandy
Frerichs, 402-462-2742 if
interested. Thanks!

Join us to discuss A Lantern in Her Hand by Bess Streeter Aldrich. All are welcome! Some
come early (6pm) and enjoy supper together if you would like...we’d love to have you join
us!

COMING IN APRIL
April 7– Voters’ Meeting (following the 10:30 service)
April 7 - Casseroles and Crisps Luncheon hosted by the Chestnut Bazaar
April 14-21 Palm Sunday...Maundy Thursday...Good Friday...Easter
April 28- Faith In Action: Mark your calendars now for this intentional day of service to our community. If you have an organization that could benefit from service on
that date please contact DCE Wade Johnson to suggest it.
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Nicaragua Water Filters
The Nicaragua Mission Team has committed to purchasing and delivering water
filters for 100 homes in rural villages around Somoto, Nicaragua. This has been a
wonderful project in recent years dramatically improving the health of the families
using the filters. Drinking water in these villages comes from a river or open well
and is poured into the filter, which cleans and purifies the water. Filters cost $50
each. Anyone interested in donating a filter for this project can see Ron Haase or
contact the Church office.

A Note from the
Board of Stewardship

Community Events
Back at the Merryman

Zion Lutheran School

The Church Basement Ladies in Rise Up,
O Men is a brand new musical comedy
that will be performed on Thursday,
March 21 at 2 & 7pm in Kearney. For
tickets call 308-698-8297.

We will have Kindergarten Roundup
and Open House on March 5, 5-7pm

Wanted: Garage Sale Items
Rhonda Busboom will be holding a garage sale benefit and will accept any donations of items. You can drop your
donations off at 2318 Bateman at anytime.

Hastings Area Men of
Promise is hosting a Men’s Rally
featuring speaker, Ron Brown on
March 23rd, 6:30-9pm at Northshore
Assembly of God Church. Tickets are
$10 in advance, $12 at the door and can
be purchased at North Shore, Lakeside,
Evang. Free, and 1st St. Pauls or call
402-461-7803.

UNITED HARVEST MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
3rd Saturday of each month at 1st Presbyterian’s Annex Bldg—7th & Lincoln
Need help with food? No questions asked. We have information sheets here at Faith that
you will need to know how the distribution works. Stop by to pick one up or call the
church for information. The mobile food pantry can also use volunteers at 9:30 am to help
with distribution (or come help clean-up at noon.) Thank you!
.

Thank-you Notes
A note of heartfelt gratitude for all of the prayers, cards, calls, and condolences
shared with me and my family following Mom’s death. It truly is a blessing to be a part
of this faith family.
Sincerely, Deanna Dirks
Thank you for all of your cards and prayers during my recent surgery recovery.
Knowing you care helps a lot.
Ron Haase
Thank you for the many prayers, cards, and heartfelt messages for Ivan’s 85th birthday
and our 60th Wedding Anniversary. God’s blessings to all.
Ivan & Eileen Valentin
Dear members of Faith...Thank you for your prayers, calls, cards, and words of encouragement that I received throughout my surgery and continuing therapy. It is certainly comforting to know that I have so many caring prayer warriors praying for me.
Also, thank you for your prayers for my brother, Dan. He is recovering and to date, the
doctors feel he is cancer free. Praise the Lord!
Gratefully, Delilah Sell
Thank you for the cards and prayers while I was sick. I truly appreciate it. I’m very
blessed to have such an amazing church family.
Sheila Lightner

Each one should give what he
has decided in his heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
make all grace abound to you,
so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you
will abound in every good work.
- - 2 Corinthians 9:7-8

Through God’s abundant grace,
He enables each of us to share
our time, talents, possessions,
and wealth. We will find joy
and contentment in our relationships, our life purpose, our generosity, and our faith.

FIRE! FIRE! FIRE!
The 14th annual FIRE
banquet returns on Mar. 2 at
Adams Co. Fairground, Hastings. Join us as we faithfully
invest in religious education
with proceeds to benefit Lutheran education in Adams
County. Doors open at 5pm;
banquet at 6:30pm with live
and silent auctions. Tickets are
$60 a person or $800 for a reserved table of ten. Purchase
your tickets at Zion-Hastings,
Christ-Juniata or RuhterAuction.

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Thanks to everyone dedicated
to our Food
Pantry ministry. We begin
the year with 252 pounds of
food & other nonperishable
items given to the Hastings area
Food Pantry. Thank you ♡
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OFFERINGS will go to Our
Place afterschool program for
special needs children ages 12 21 years old that meets here at Faith Lutheran Church. Along with your offerings
we ask for your prayers that we can find
the resources to expand the program to
meet the needs of the community.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
See what we are about!

Vacation Bible School
June 3-7, 2019

We will sing in church at the
10:30 service on *March 24
(this is a date change from
last newsletter) and April 28. Please
join us as we practice during Sunday
School opening every week, 9:15-9:30
in the Sanctuary
Also on March 3, we will have another
Sing and Play event at College View,
2:30-3:30pm. All children are invited to
come sing, play games, and eat ice
cream with residents. Meet at College
View at 2:30. Parents, you are welcome
to stay or just return at 3:30 for pick up.
For questions about this event please
contact Jean Davis, 402-469-6543.
.

Mark your calendars
and save the date!

During Sunday School on
February 10th our Sunday
School classes made
Valentines and mailed them
to 104 of our congregation
members. There was many
a thank you expressed
through the children’s
sharing of God’s love. And,
most importantly Jesus
loves each and every one
of you! Praise God for
Jesus, his gift of love
making every day special!

Just a reminder:
XYF Hot Talks has
concluded for this
school year.

Perfect
Attendance

MARCH SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School – Pre-School 1: Ethan
Benes. 4th: Eva Magallanes. 6th: Zoe
Johnson.
Weekday School – Pre-School 1: Evelyn Pauley, Olivia Pauley, Lily Shelton.
Pre-School 2: Emmery Jacobitz, Eli
Russell. Kindergarten: Ryker Ayres,
Braeden Catchpool, Emma
Hoins, Hannah Jabs, Kaleb Kapustka,
Anastasia Pauley, Marley Robinson. 1st:
Ben Kuehn. 2nd: Michael Hoins, Abby
Jabs, Rylan Kapustka, Josh Muske,
Macy Shelton. 3rd: Kayden Bartunek,
Jaxon Brooks, Ashton Kapustka, Harper
Rundle, Ellie Wahlmeier. 4th: Isaac
Ablott, Kylie Ayres, Gracie Craig, Katelyn Hoins, Kolt Hudson, Lily Sorgenfrei.
5th: Berkley Jacobitz, Anthony Kuehn,
Izaiah Mullen, Isaac Russell, Lucas Sidlo, Kaylynn Waters. 6th: Taylor Ablott,
Zoe Johnson, Kaleb Wahlmeier. 7th:
Justine Bierman, Kaitlyn Carver, Jerzie
Kapustka, Maison Reeves, Karlee
Sherman. 8th: Logan Brooks, Creighton
Jacobitz, Avery Sorgenfrei, Ian Waite.

Thanks to all who participated in the Youth Pie Auction.
We had 53 Pies auctioned off and raised $3945.00 to go
towards the National Youth Gathering and Soul Patrol
Summer Service Trip.

Soul Patrol

7th - 8th Grades

Hearts and Hands Against Hunger
Meal Packing event – March 3, 2-4pm
at Old Hastings Middle School Industrial Arts Building

This event is sponsored by the Soul Patrol,
but all are welcome to join us.

Sunday, March 17th 2:00 PM
at Pastime Lanes
Cost $5.00 for bowling and shoes. Bring a
friend and get ready for some extreme bowling!
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Adult Education in March
Sundays
THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100] - Fellowship Hall– Pastor Dunbar, leader.
This class takes an in-depth look at the Sunday morning scripture lessons.
BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS – [P-100] - Room 11 – This 9 week class began Feb. 17
This class serves as adult confirmation for those wishing to become new members. It is also
attended by members who want a review of our faith and teachings. Pastor Josh leads this
class.
A CLASH OF KINGDOMS [E-101]-Rooms 102-103 – Concludes March 3 with DCE Wade Johnson
CULTURES IN CONFLICT [C-101]–Rooms 102-103 - Begins March 10 with DCE Wade Johnson
How do you live life among pagans where the world view conflicts with Christianity. Learn
from Paul as he presents His beliefs to the most powerful court in Athens and settles among
the Greco-Romans of Corinth, who valued wealth and class, worship of multiple gods, and
decadent pleasure seeking above all else. This is a continuation of the World May Know series from Clash of Kingdoms– no need to have taken that 1st class to participate in this one.

Did you know…
We collect Labels for
Education for Zion
Lutheran School. You
can place them in the
container outside Room
101 (the church library.)
They appreciate your
contributions!

Tuesdays
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study [C-100] - Ray’s Café at 7:00am
Join us for breakfast and Bible Study. Questions, call Bill Henkel, 402-461-6624.
Women’s Bible Study – Room 102-103, 6:30-8:00pm
A new 5 week video study will begin March 26 - “When God Doesn’t Fix It”- Learning to
Walk in God’s Plans instead of our Own will help us to see that God may not fix everything
in our lives, in fact, our situation might not ever change or get better. But, we can know that
God will lead us to a place where we are better because of it! If you would like to join us for
this study call Sandy Frerichs by March 10th to order a study guide. Suggested cost is $7.50.
Wednesdays
Morning Bible Study meets in Room 11 at 9:00am with Pastor Dunbar leading the group.
It is a time of prayer, devotion, song, treats, and sermon discussion. All are invited to be a
part of this wonderful group of friends.
Evening Bible Study [P-100] Pastor Dunbar-leader, Room 11– This NEW topic begins March 6, 6:30pm
Most of you have a lot of experience listening to sermons. But what are the components of a
good sermon? And what effect did last week’s sermon, for instance, have on you? Come join
the discussion as we talk about the role of preaching in the Christian life, take time to dissect
some sermons, and hopefully grow as attentive listeners.

March Verse of the Month →
– Romans 10:9
We spend a lot of time talking about “believing” when we
discuss our faith (and rightfully so because what we believe
is of crucial importance). But we may not spend enough
time thinking about the “doing” part of our faith. The Scriptures frequently speak about faith and action as inseparable
from one another. Here, in Romans chapter ten, speaking
audibly about Jesus as Lord is directly connected to believing in his resurrection. On Wednesday evenings in the season of Lent, we’ll be talking about how our 5 senses
(sound, sight, smell, taste, and touch) are used both to grow
in faith and to express that faith to the world.

We’ve been blessed by our
Lutheran Laymen’s
League for regularly providing us with Lutheran
Hour Ministries Lenten
and Advent devotional
books. You will find the
2019 Lent devotions at the
Welcome Desk and on the
table outside of room 101.
Help yourself!

“If you confess with
your mouth, ‘Jesus is
Lord,’ and believe in
your heart that God
raised him from the
dead, you will be saved”
-- Romans 10:9
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