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Faith Lutheran Church
The Parish News
This Month’s Message from Pastor Josh

F

or better or for worse, technology
is something that every one of us
comes into contact with in our lives.
Television, computers, cell phones,
the internet and other forms of technology have become increasingly
used in all areas of life: in our communication with others, in our work
and our leisure, in health care and
education, even in the layout of your
church newsletter!

So how are we, as Christ-followers,
to respond to a changing technological world?
This January, we’ll begin exploring
that question (and many others) in a
new Sunday morning study entitled
Digitized: Spiritual Implications of
Technology. It will be based on the
book of the same name by Dr. Bernard Bull (professor of education at
Concordia University Wisconsin),
though reading the book is completely optional. Dr. Bull writes:
“technology uses and shapes us as
much as we use and shape it…. We
do not want to follow wherever technologies lead us; so we are wise to
recognize both their benefits and their
limitations.” ¹

Our goal is to use technology for the
benefit of God’s kingdom while at
the same time recognizing its shortcomings. And where technology does
not or cannot meet people’s needs,
we find other ways to reach out with
the Good News.
Although Facebook and YouTube
didn’t exist in the first century, as
Lord of the universe and all that is in
it, Jesus has something to say about
how we use technology. Being a follower of Jesus means following him
when we’re online as well (and no, I
don’t mean on Twitter). How do we
as Christ-followers respond to technology and its many uses? I hope that
you’ll join us for the discussion beginning on January 6th in the lower
level Fellowship Hall.
And if talking about technology
doesn’t get your heart pumping, then
check out one of our other ongoing
Bible studies: You’re invited to join
in the weekly discussion of the Sunday Lessons (meeting in Room 11) or
dig into the classic book Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis (Rooms 102103). Even if you’ve never set foot
in a Bible study before, this month
be a wonderful chance to give one a
try. A new year is always a good
time to start something new; why not
get connected to God’s Word and
allow Jesus to set your course for
2019?
¹ Bull, Bernard. Digitized: Spiritual Implications of Technology (Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 208) p.6.

Mark your calendars!
 Baptism Celebration at
the 10:30 service on
January 13th.
 Voters’ Meeting following the 10:30 service on
January 13th.
 Wednesday evening
events and WOW
classes start back up
on January 9th.
 Soul Patrol Colorado
service trip deposits
due on January 16th.
 LLL Soup Supper will be
February 2nd.
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Prayers

FYI:
Due to holiday
scheduling the
December
council minutes
are not included
in this January
newsletter. If
you would like a
copy of them
they will be
available for you
to request after
December 28.
Thank you!

NEWS AND NOTES
Health, Treatments,
or Hospitalization
Recently included in prayers:
Glenn DeVries, Tim Dycus,
Grace Eckhardt, Dan Harkin,
Gayle Harris, Ron Haase,
Amy Johnson, Gloria Karr,
Bob Matthies, Max Schroeder, Delilah Sell, Fenton
Sund, Twila Trautman, Lisa
Worley, Eddie Worthington.
And we continue praying
for: Della Bader, Dan Barber, Kiley Chancellor, Tami
Clay, Connie Davis, Michael
Doiel, Robert Gage, Rod
Hansen, Morgan Hanson,
Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich,
Everett Hunt, Janet Janssen,
Kande Lindberg, Royal
Miller, Tracy Orcutt, Niesje
Rossi, Deb Schutte, (cont.)

Kip Sitzmore, Bernard
Stanley, Bryan Stanley,
Parker Stanley, Junior Valle,
Tina Venteicher, Jackie Waite

Sympathy
We pray for those who have
lost loved ones:
Deanna Dirks– mother;
Cheryl Lorhan-sister;
Paul & Pat Wathen-niece;
Carole Meyer – husband;
Erika Martinez - father;
Justin & Julie Fry-infant;
Kendra Bargen-grandmother;
Kay Perkins-granddaughter;
Jody Hitesman-father;
Colleen Kucera-husband.
May ALL who mourn the
loss of a loved one, find the
peace & comfort found only
in God’s promise made
through his son, Jesus.

New Life
We give thanks for a son
born to Cole & Lisa Bulas
and a son to Trent & Lakey
Gloystein; and we praise God
for the newly baptized: Brady
William Henkel, son of Bryson & Morgan Henkel and
Kyler James Wetherbee, son
of Mike & Mindy Wetherbee.
God’s blessings on these children and their families.

The Church Website
is available for sponsorship
in 2019. For a suggested
donation of $40 per month
you help to provide up-todate information about our
church to those searching
AND to members looking
for information.

January Events
TheoPub - January 3, 6:30pm

All men (21 and over) are invited to join others at Steeple Brewing for conversation and fellowship.

Book Group - January 10th, 7pm at Dally’s Deli - South St.

Join us to discuss A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith. All are welcome.

STEWARDSHIP IS:
Still all about life
and life’s resources!

Stewardship is so
much more than just
giving money. It is
about being willing
to give of ourselves
as completely to our
neighbor as to the
Lord. St. Paul highlights this in Romans
12:1-2.

Baptism Celebration —Sunday, January 13 at the 10:30 service

Join us in celebrating our brothers and sisters in Christ who were baptized in 2018.

Voters’ Meeting - Sunday, January 13

Our 1st quarterly Voters’ meeting of the year will follow the 10:30 service on
January 13. Join us for a brief meeting including board and financial reports.
What a great way to know what’s going on in the life of our church!

Women’s Bible Study

This weekly Bible Study will start up again on Tuesday, January 8, 6:30-8:00pm
here at church. All women are welcome to join in! For more information
about this group contact Donna Alber, 402-469-4916 or Donna Buss, 308-3906403.

Women in the Word

All women, 21 years or older, are invited to meet at WineStyles (downtown
Hastings) on Tuesday, January 8, 6:30pm for an informal Bible Study. Contact
Pam McCartney, 402-984-5561 for more information.
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Coming February 2 ... the annual LLL Soup Supper. Watch
for more details in the February newsletter, but “save the date.”

Community Events
Relay for Life Team
Anyone interested in participating
on the Faith Fighters Relay for
Life team is invited to attend an
orginizational meeting of the team
on Wednesday, January 16 at 7:30
pm in the church library. For additional information please visit with
Kendra Bargen or Denise Mohlman.

UNITED HARVEST
MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
3rd Saturday of each month
1st Presbyterian’s Annex Bldg
Need help with food? No questions
asked. Bring your own boxes or
sacks. Volunteers are also needed.
Come at 9:30 am to help (or come
for clean-up at noon.) Thank you!
.

Thank-you Notes
The Jeremy Borrell family wants to thank Faith for the thoughts and prayers for
baby Brock in his fight to live after birth. He is growing in strength and love.
Thank you for your prayers & support over these last 5 years in which my dear sister,
Elaine Petersen bravely fought cancer. Elaine expressed often how comforting it was
that so many people kept her in their prayers. This sad time is made lighter by your
thoughts, prayers and support. I am truly blessed to have such a caring family at
Faith.
Sincerely, Cheryl Lorhan
Thank you to everyone from our Faith family for sympathies expressed at the death
of Janice’s sister, Elaine V. Schlueter. To Pastor Paul, Pastor Josh, and Cindy- you
held us in God’s circle of love when the phone call came at the church office of
Elaine’s passing. Thank you!
Lathem and Janice Mortensen
My heartfelt thanks to everyone for their thoughts, prayers, and expressions of sympathy shown following the death of my grandma. I am truly blessed by the thoughtfulness and love shown during this difficult time.
Kendra Bargen
Thank you to the 28 volunteers
from Faith who packed Mercy Meals
in Grand Island on Nov. 18th. This
was truly a successful packing event.
The goal of 700 volunteers packing
100,000 meals was surpassed by
36,512 for a total of 136,512 meals
packed by 850+ volunteers. Your
caring hands will help feed a lot of
people.
Ellen Jank

We were blessed by so many
kind gestures and gifts
throughout the Christmas
season and we want to say
how special you all are!
Thank you ♥

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Thanks to everyone dedicated to
our Food Pantry ministry. As
we near the end of December
2018 we have contributed 1,457
pounds of food & other nonperishable items to the Hastings
Food Pantry for distribution to
hungry folks in our community.
Your generosity is what keeps
this ministry going! Bless each
and every one of you who gives
from the heart… ♡
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We Love our Kids!

Picture This...
Weekday School class
pictures will be taken
during the Wednesday
evening classes on
January 16. Don’t
miss it!!!

January Sunday School Offerings
will go to Hastings College Free Store.
The college “free store” makes available, to students that are
financially challenged,
basic essentials like winter
clothing, food, and living
essentials like sheets.

Christmas is Jesus – Children’s

Perfect Attendance

Christmas program thanks: Marcia
Weiss -speaking parts director, Jean
Davis-music director, Chandra Muske
and Tina Clark –chime bell leaders, Bill
Sadd –AV, and all of our teachers!

Sunday School – Pre-School 1: Kody
Rossi. Pre-School 2: Gage Rossi. 1st:
Ben Kuehn. 2nd: Josh Muske. 4th: Eva
Magallanes. 5th: Anthony Kuehn. 6th:
Zoe Johnson, Rebekah Muske.

See what we are up to!

Soul Patrol

(7th - 8th Grades)

Soul Patrol Colorado Summer Service Trip
July 21 - 26, 2019
Deposit due January 16th.

As we are
in the
winter
season,
please note
to check
the church’s website:
www.aFamilyofFaith.com
for possible cancellations
and postponements. We
will also post cancellations
or postponements on KHAS
radio, KHAS TV, and
FACEBOOK.

Friday, January 25th, 8 pm to Saturday morn 6 am
Lock-In at Faith Lutheran Church
Led by - Concordia University-Seward Students.
Activities, Music, Games, Devos, Food and more.
Bring $5 donation to offset cost of the event and late night Pizza
You may want to bring a snack to share. Friends Welcome!
RSVP with DCE Wade (462-5044) by Wednesday, January 23rd

XYF
Cross Making
for H. S. Seniors
January 2- 6:30pm
High School Seniors
will be making their
High School Seniors crosses. Meet in the FelLet’s make a cross! lowship Hall. Parents
and students are invited!

(9 -12th Grades)
Hot Talks resumes
January 9, 8pm
Get together with
friends as we talk
about hot topics
related to real life,
along with food,
fun, prayer & more!

See you at
church!
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Adult Education in January
Sundays
THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100] - Room 11 at 9:15 - Bill Henkel, January leader
This class takes an in-depth look at the Sunday morning scripture lessons.
DIGITIZED: SPIRITUAL IMPLICATIONS OF TECHNOLOGY – [C-401] - Fellowship Hall
There’s more to technology than just learning how to use it. In our increasingly technologycentered world, we must realize the challenges and opportunities that exist and make intentional, faith-informed decisions about how we use technology. Based on the book of the
same name by Dr. Bernard Bull. Begins meeting January 6 th with leader Pastor Josh.
DISCUSSING MERE CHRISTIANITY BY C.S. LEWIS [H-301]-Rooms 102-103
This 8 week study, led by DCE Wade will conclude on January 13.
Tuesdays
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study [C-100] - Ray’s Café at 7:00am
Join us for breakfast and Bible Study. Questions, call Bill Henkel, 402-461-6624.

←See the description
Check out
the new
Sunday
Morning
Bible
Study!

Love & Logic Parenting
It’s more than a discipline!

Wednesdays
Morning Bible Study meets in Room 11 at 9:00am with Pastor Dunbar leading the group.
It is a time of prayer, devotion, song, treats, and sermon discussion. All are invited to be a
part of this wonderful group of friends.
Evening Bible Study -beginning January 9 with Pastor Dunbar-Room 11
Some of you have been in my classes where we slowly and deliberately read together
through a book of the Bible. Over the weeks, taking our time, we get intimately acquainted
with the words and with each other as we share our questions and insights. It’s a way of engaging with God’s Word that really brings it alive. Beginning January 9 we will start our
exploration of 2 Corinthians. I chose this letter precisely because of how relatively unfamiliar I am with it. I’ve done multiple studies of Philippians and Ephesians and the four Gospels, for instance, but never one on 2 Corinthians. I do know that it’s a very encouraging
letter, and I think we all could use some words of encouragement these days. So I hope
you’ll come and join me in this journey of discovery.
Key to Adult Bible Studies
C=
E=
H=
P=

Cultural …..contemporary issue/current event
Exegetical...study of the Bible
Historical…. chronological study
Practical….. a specific issue/practice in life

100 level200 level300 level400 level-

No prior knowledge of subject needed
Some Biblical knowledge helpful
More challenging and uses own Bible
Homework and a “dig deep” attitude

4 Sundays in January,
1-3pm Cost $25
Parenting the Love and
Logic Way offers an assortment of practical techniques
designed to up the odds for
raising respectful and responsible kids. The tips in this
class give good parents lots
of ideas to continue building
strong, healthy family relationships. Vicki Fisher will
lead the class. Sign up by
January 2nd if you will need
childcare.

January Verse of the Month →
– Romans 6:4
th

In Sunday morning worship on January 13 , we celebrate
both the baptism of Jesus and our own baptisms. The apostle Paul writes that through baptism we are connected with
Christ: in his death, in his burial, and in his new, resurrected, eternal life. A new year is a time we often think
about new beginnings. Many of us may even make a new
year’s resolution – our pledge that this year will be different somehow. As children of God, baptized and connected
with Christ, we have a brand new beginning: a new life in
Jesus. The past is behind us. Whatever mistakes or missteps
have haunted us along the way are forgiven and washed
away. Rejoice! In Jesus, God makes all things new!

“We were therefore buried
with him through baptism
into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a
new life.”
-- Romans 6:4
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