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The Parish News
This Month’s Message from Pastor Dunbar

How are your new year’s
resolutions going?
I know not everybody gets into
making goals like that at the start of the
calendar, but I’ve talked to quite a few
of you who made some resolve or another. You’re hoping (like me!) to get
in better physical shape, or to spend
more intentional time with your family,
or to be more positive. Some of you,
looking back over the past year, have
found your spiritual life sluggish, and
felt the tug of God’s Spirit to seek the
Lord with a renewed vigor – to get
back into Bible study, to have greater
participation in worship, to pray or
evangelize or serve your neighbors
with a passion that’s been lacking of
late.

emerge and arise to live before God in
righteousness and purity.” Time is
short, and God is simply too good not
to have our fullest commitment.
That being said, it’s important to
remember that this is all about our response to God’s love. Yes, it’s good to
exercise and eat right, but losing
weight won’t make you more worthy
of affection or respect. Likewise, getting in better spiritual shape (through
self-disciplines like daily Scripture
reading and meditation, involvement in
Christian fellowship, and generous giving) can be very rewarding and a great
service to others, but they will not
make God love you more.

January often isn’t that hard. We’re
all enthusiasm, excited and committed
by the prospect of starting fresh. February and March aren’t quite so easy.
The “newness” of our new start has
worn off. We may be slipping back into
old patterns. So perhaps it’s a good
time to ask: “How’s it going?”

God doesn’t operate like that.
God loves you because “God is
love” (1 John 4:8), and it was “while
we were yet sinners that Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8). “Because of his
great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, made us alive with Christ Jesus
even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been
saved!” (Ephesians 2:4-5)

Some of you have been sticking
with it, and you can see progress already. If so, let me say: GREAT JOB!
Keep up the good work! For others
who need a word of challenge, of prodding, let me say: STEP IT UP! Turn it
around! As baptized children of God,
every new day is a call to start over, to
die to old ways and unhealthy patterns,
and to rise to newness of life by the
power of the risen Jesus within us. As
Martin Luther says in the Small Catechism, “The Old Adam in us should by
daily contrition and repentance be
drowned and die with all sins and evil
desires…and a new man should daily

So, again, keep setting goals, and
keep up the good work, friends! This
life is a gift, and it’s important to live it
well and to take seriously our stewardship of the body and mind and spirit
God has given us. At the same time,
remember why you do it. Not to
make yourself lovable. You are loved.
Not to achieve some sense of worth in
the eyes of the world. The world doesn’t have that authority to determine
your God-given worth. Not to climb a
rung closer to God. God has already
descended to us, all the way – in the
manger, on the cross, at the tomb
which stands empty.

Contact us at:
402-462-5044
Visit us at:
AFamilyofFaith.com

Mark your calendars!
 LLL Soup Supper is
February 2, 5-7pm
Everyone invited!
 Make a Valentine!
Sunday, Feb. 3
 Pie Auction—Feb. 10
Begins at 12:30
 Game Day— Feb. 17
2:-4 pm
 Women’s Retreat
March 2, 9-4
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Prayers

Health, Treatments,
or Hospitalization
Recently included in prayers:
Della Bader, Becky Baker,
Dale Bierman, Lynn
DeVries, Grace Eckhardt,
Colleen Hanson, Morgan
Hanson, Janice Henrichs,
Mary Kohtz, Sheila Lightner,
Harlan Schlachter, Merna
Urwin, Teri Vogeli.
And we continue praying
for: Tami Clay, Tim Dycus,
Gloria Karr, Kip Sitzmore,
Fenton Sund, Lisa Worley,
Eddie Worthington

Craft Corner
The Craft group is looking for people who would
like to join them in their
mission. If you enjoy the
fellowship of others, and
like to craft, please join
us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm in Rm18.
This year’s proceeds
from the Chestnut Corner
Bazaar, (and various other
fundraising events) will be
given to the Hastings area
Food Pantry.

FIRE! FIRE! FIRE!
The 14th annual FIRE
banquet returns on Mar. 2
at Adams Co. Fairground,
Hastings. Join us as we
faithfully invest in religious education with proceeds to benefit Lutheran
education in Adams
County. Doors open at
5pm; banquet at 6:30pm
with live and silent auctions. Tickets are $60 a
person or $800 for a reserved table of ten. Purchase your tickets at Zion,
Hastings or Christ, Juniata.

Sympathy

Births & Baptisms

We pray for those who have
lost loved ones:
Gary Reed –step father;
Scott Friend - father;
Sharon Uden - mother;
Nicky Ockinga - mother;
Craig & Deb Ritterbush brother-in-law;
Keith & Robbie Harris—
daughter/sister, (Gayle);
Harvery Goings – mother.
May ALL who mourn the loss
of a loved one, find the peace
& comfort found only in
God’s promise given in Jesus.

We give thanks for a son &
a daughter born to John &
Jamie Williams. And we
praise God for the newly
baptized: Kade Fredrick
Gerloff, son of Ryan & Mary
Gerloff; Isaac Steven Bulas
son of Cole & Lisa Bulas; and
Abigail Jean Becker, daughter of Bailey Shafer & Johnathan Becker. God’s blessings
on these children and their
families.

February Events
LLL Soup Supper -Saturday, February 2, 5-7 pm

Everyone is invited to the annual LLL Chicken Noodle & Chili Soup
Supper. Proceeds from the free will offering will be used for LLL District and local
projects. Thanks to Thrivent Financial for providing supplemental funds. If you
would like to donate a pie or other dessert for the event please have it to the church
kitchen before 5:00pm on that Saturday.

TheoPub - February 7, 6:30pm
All men (21 and over) are invited to join others at Steeple Brewing for conversation
and fellowship.

Women in the Word
All women, 21 years or older, are invited to meet at WineStyles (downtown Hastings)
on Tuesday, February 12, 6:30pm for an informal Bible Study/fellowship time.

Book Group - February 14th, 7pm at Dally’s Deli - South St.
Join us to discuss The Blood of Emmett Till by Timothy B. Tyson. All are welcome.

Game Day - February 17, 2-4pm

Everyone is welcome to come and join others from the family of faith in an afternoon
of game playing! Bring your favorite board or card game and a snack to share!

Coffee & Bagels - February 17 and 24, between worship services
The Chestnut Corner Bazaar group will be offering specialty coffee and bagels. The
free-will offering will be given to this year’s chosen recipient, the Food Pantry.
…….……...

PICKLE BALL
Pickle Ball is the fastest growing sport in the country and is a healthy activity for
young and old alike. Anyone interested in learning or playing Pickle Ball is invited to
the 1st Presbyterian Church annex on 7th & Lincoln St. on Mondays from 1-3pm.
Paddles and balls are available at the annex. For more info contact Rick Rail, 402984-9850.
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Women’s Retreat|
Saturday, March 2, 9am-4pm

A Note from the
Board of Stewardship

Wish you could sneak away to the mountains?
Then join us at the Cozy Mountain Lodge themed
retreat to slow down, sip a warm beverage while
chatting with friends, and enjoy time with God!

Each one should use whatever
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God’s grace in its various forms.
1Peter 4:10 NIV

At this retreat you’ll experience meaningful Bible study and worship, connect
with other women, and have time for quiet reflection and plenty of laughter.
Cost is $25 and you can sign up in the forum on February 3rd or 10th. Please
bring a donation of canned soup(s) with you to the retreat for the Food Pantry.

Community Events
Christ Lutheran School

Zion Lutheran School

Learn more about the advantages of
sending your child to a Lutheran School.
Christ Lutheran invites you to give them
a call (402-744-4991) and schedule a
tour. They have been sharing values and
shaping lives for over 100 years.

We offer a quality Christian education
for Preschool-8th grade in Hastings. If
you have questions please call 402-462
-5012 or join us at an open house.
Pre-school Open House– Feb. 5, 5-7
Kindergarten Roundup - March 5, 5-7

UNITED HARVEST MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
3rd Saturday of each month at 1st Presbyterian’s Annex Bldg—7th & Lincoln

.

Need help with food? No questions asked. Bring your own boxes or sacks. Volunteers
are also needed. Come at 9:30 am to help (or come help clean-up at noon.) Thank you!

Thank-you Notes
To everyone at Faith Lutheran Church…
The family of Gayle “Suzie” Harris appreciates all you have done for our family over
the years. We realize how much time and effort you spent with Suzie and appreciate it
more than these simple words can say. Thank you from the bottom of all our hearts.
Keith, Robby, Karen, Amber

Thank you for all the prayers and cards and concern while I have been dealing with my
illness. I appreciate it all and will be needing continued prayers for awhile.
Della Bader

Thank you, on behalf of a grateful District, for Faith’s generous gift of $1500.00 to the
Nebraska District LCMS Capital Campaign, Building Together. In Christ. For Mission. Our campaign has already received over $1,500,000.00 in gifts and pledges that
will allow for the renovation of the University Lutheran Chapel in Lincoln and provide
for needed renovations of the District Office. Thanks again for your congregation’s investment in the future of our Nebraska District LCMS and it’s ministries.
Sincerely in Christ... Rev. Richard Snow, District President

Thanks to Ronda Bierman for serving as Faith’s Cradle Roll Secretary for many,
many years. We appreciate her dedication in serving our families of young children.

We are almost one month into
the new year and it is a good
time to examine our own hearts
and minds by pondering the
wonderful gifts we’ve been
given by our Creator, Father and
Loving God. Gifts come in various forms. Some of us have been
given the gift of time. Perhaps
we can use our time volunteering
in various programs in our
church and community. Some of
us have been given the gift of
being compassionate and can
lend a listening ear and comforting words to those who are suffering physically, mentally or
spiritually. Some of us have the
gift of physical strength and can
help the weak in various ways.
Some of us have been blessed
financially and are able to share
our money with those who are
struggling, barely able to feed
and clothe their families. We
encourage you to examine the
gifts and blessings you have received and share them with fellow brothers and sisters of Christ
in 2019.

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Thanks to everyone dedicated
to our Food
Pantry ministry. We begin
the year with 168 pounds of
food & other nonperishable
items given to the Hastings area
Food Pantry. Thank you ♡
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We Love our Kids!
Perfect Attendance
Sunday School
Pre-School 1: Ethan Benes
***No Weekday School
during December.
……………...

Valentine Sunday, Feb. 3
On February 3rd the Sunday school
classes will make Valentines for some of
our congregation members. Children can
also bring the address of a grandparent or
other significant person if they would like
to send one to them.

February Sunday School
See what we are up to!

Offerings will support the
costs of our “Make a Valentine” Sunday.

Children’s Choir
Children’s choir will
sing in church at the
10:30 service on February 10 and again on
March 10. Please join
us as we practice during Sunday
School opening every week, 9:15am
in the Sanctuary.

Vacation Bible School
June 3-7, 2019
Mark your calendars
and save the date!

Soul Patrol

7th - 8th Grades

Soul Patrol Colorado Summer Service Trip
Pie Auction Fundraiser Prep
Saturday, February 9, 9am
All are invited to serve alongside those going on the servant
event. We will use this time to prepare soup and pies.

XYF

(9 -12th Grades)

National Youth Gathering
As we are
in the
winter
season,
please note
to check
the church’s website:
www.aFamilyofFaith.com
for possible cancellations
and postponements. We
will also post cancellations
or postponements on KHAS
radio, KHAS TV, and
FACEBOOK.

Informational Meeting
Wednesday, February 6th at 7:30pm
in the Rooms 102-103

7-12th Grade Education Hour
Meets in Room 8
Hot Talks continues through February!
Meet at 8pm with friends as we talk
about hot topics related to real life,
along with food, fun, prayer & more!

We hope you will join us
each Sunday morning to
study God’s Word. Class
leader is Bob Mertens.
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Adult Education in February
Sundays
THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100] - Room 11
This class takes an in-depth look at the Sunday morning scripture lessons.
DIGITIZED: SPIRITUAL IMPLICATIONS OF TECHNOLOGY – [C-401] - Fellowship Hall
In our increasingly technology-centered world, we must realize the challenges and opportunities that exist and make intentional, faith-informed decisions about how we use it. Class
began January 6th with leader Pastor Josh.
BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS – [P-100] - Fellowship Hall – This 9 week class begins Feb. 17
This class serves as adult confirmation for those wishing to become new members. It is also
attended by members who want a review of our faith and teachings. Pastor Josh leads this
class.

Did you know…
We are happy to collect
your old cell phones here
at the church. Monies
received from them is
put in our HOPE Fund.

**Cords are not needed.

A CLASH OF KINGDOMS [E-101]-Rooms 102-103 – DCE Wade Johnson, leader
As Christians we are called to proclaim God’s name in the world, but how do we do that
when our Christian culture clashes with the world at large. We will use the Apostle Paul’s
letter to the Philippians with guidance from That the World May Know series. Just as the
Christian church learned to face challenges in the Roman world we are challenged to bring
Christ’s message to our time and place.
Tuesdays
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study [C-100] - Ray’s Café at 7:00am
Join us for breakfast and Bible Study. Questions, call Bill Henkel, 402-461-6624.
Women’s Bible Study – Room 102-103, 6:30-8:00pm
All women are welcome to join in! For more information contact Donna Alber, 402-4694916 or Donna Buss, 308-390-6403.
Wednesdays
Morning Bible Study meets in Room 11 at 9:00am with Pastor Dunbar leading the group.
It is a time of prayer, devotion, song, treats, and sermon discussion. All are invited to be a
part of this wonderful group of friends.
Evening Bible Study –Pastor Dunbar leads this class in Room 11
On January 9 we began our exploration of 2 Corinthians. I chose this letter precisely because
of how relatively unfamiliar I am with it. I do know that it’s a very encouraging letter, and I
think we all could use some words of encouragement these days. So I hope you’ll come and
join me in this journey of discovery.

February Verse of the Month →
– Luke 6:31
These words of Jesus are famously known as “The
Golden Rule.” Our Lord invites us to treat others as
we would like to be treated. It is not just a command
to avoid treating others badly, but a command to actively love and serve others in the same way that you
would want others to show care and respect for you.
This is a challenging instruction, and one that requires
us to think outside of ourselves and consider the good
of others. May we be empowered by the love of Christ
to live it!

“Do to others
as you would
have them
do to you.”
-- Luke 6:31
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