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This Month’s Message from Pastor Josh
Regular gatherings for worship are an important part of our life of faith as the people of God.
Worship is important for several reasons: it brings glory to the God who made us and loves us; we receive God’s gifts to us in Word and Sacrament; we gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of who
God is; and our unity with one another is strengthened as we walk together and support one another.
But sometimes worshiping well can be a challenge. Your mind might be wandering, thinking
about a problem at home or at work; the kids could be a distraction; the songs aren’t your favorite. With
so many potential pitfalls (not to mention the temptation of the devil himself, who would like nothing
better than for us to miss out on God’s Word and gifts), it’s important that we do our best to worship
well, whatever our situation or stage of life. Here are some potential helps to make your worship
experience as fruitful as possible.
1. Come! You can’t worship well if you aren’t worshiping at all. Yes, bringing your baby to church
with you can be a difficult job and makes it hard for parents to focus on the service. But come anyway!
Parents who bring their babies on Sunday morning have already begun to create in them a familiarity
with the sights, sounds and rhythms of worship. These children will be better able to worship in the future because of their parents’ sacrifice and commitment. If finding transportation on Sunday morning is
an issue for you, take advantage of the bus ministry: our drivers will pick you up before services and
drop you off at home afterwards. And if you really aren’t able to join us in person, you can watch our services on public access or our website (www.afamilyoffaith.com).
2. Participate! Being involved is an effective way to engage more fully in worship. This is true
for people all ages. At most services, we include a children’s message for our younger members (Parents,
you are welcome to join your children up front for this time). In addition, we’ve recently begun offering
children’s bulletins at the entrances to the sanctuary. These bulletins allow young children to follow
along with some of the day’s Scripture readings, leaving space for them to draw, color, and keep track of
words that they may have heard in the service. We hope these will be a useful tool in helping kids understand and connect with what is happening in worship. For those who are old enough to help out, you can
participate in the Sunday morning experience by being an usher, greeter, communion assistant, musician, choir member, or audio/visual technician. Not only will you find yourself more engaged in worship,
but your service will enhance worship for others!
3. Talk about it! Hopefully, Sunday morning is only the beginning of the faith conversations you
will have with your family and others throughout the week. Discussions about Sunday’s Scripture readings, sermon, or songs is a great way to dig more deeply into treasures of God’s Word. In fourth grade,
students and parents attend a “Worship Workshop,” during which we have an extended conversation
about Sunday mornings and how we worship. Seventh graders are assigned “Worship Notes” as part of
the confirmation process. In addition to asking kids to record their reflections on the worship service,
these notes also require each child to talk about the service with an adult, creating opportunities for
deeper discussion about faith. I know of congregation members who keep a worship journal, filled with
reflections, insights, and notes from Sunday services that can be referenced later in the week and beyond. The Sunday morning Sunday Lessons Bible class offers a chance to dig deeply into the day’s assigned Scripture readings with others and Pastor Paul’s Wednesday morning Bible class is a chance to
reflect on the previous Sunday’s service with a friendly group of fellow worshippers. And if worship ever
sparks a thought or a question that you’d like to pursue, our church staff would be thrilled to chat with
you about it. Let’s worship well together!
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Prayers
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization

Recently included in prayers: Phil Homp, Blake Marquardt, Melvin Massey, Chris McIlheran, Kae
Miller, Ray Ortegren, Dale Valentin, Tina Venteicher, Jay Wilder, Hallie Zitek. And we continue our
prayers for: Dan Barber, Tom Bennett, Karla Bergman, Shirley Borrell, Kiley Chancellor, Michael Doiel,
Melissa Emons, Judy Finnigsmier, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Bill Henrichs,
Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt, Janet Janssen, Gary Johnson, Kande Lindberg, Royal Miller, Tracy Orcutt, Ryan
Pace, Elaine Petersen, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Bryan Stanley, Parker Stanley, Jackie Waite.

► Sympathy
We pray for Jim Thom at the death of his father; the family of Wendel Mosier at his death; and for Lee &
Alyce Sherman at the death of a niece. May each of these families, along with ALL who mourn the loss of a
loved one, find the peace & comfort found only in God’s promise through his son, Jesus.

► New Life
We give thanks for babies born to Amy & Craig Nelson, Mindy & Mike Wetherbee, Steve & Amber
Schmidt, and Dacey Hampton & Brady Brown. And, through the gift of Holy Baptism we welcome
Adalynn Reese Bohlen, daughter of Jamie & Schyler Bohlen; Rylan Kye Kapustka, Kaleb Uriah Lee
Kapustka, and Ryker Jaymason Kapustka, sons of Kayla & Josh Kapustka into the family of faith. God
bless these families with wisdom as they grow in the love of Jesus.

► Marriage
We give thanks with Morgan Krueger & Cody Hansen and with Kelli Borrell & Dallas Thompson, each
at their recent marriages. We ask God to be with them and to bless both of these new families as they continue to grow in love with Christ in the center of their marriages.

NEWS AND NOTES
STEWARDSHIP IS: An Activity!
We are called by God to be constantly working at preserving
the creation that God has entrusted to us for His purposes.
Genesis 2:15 gives us our purpose statement as stewards:
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden and to work it and keep it.

FAITH IN ACTION
Our next Faith in Action is set for
October 7th. Is there a need you are
passionate about in our community and would you
like to see others get involved? Or would you like
to get grant money to help out the cause? Contact
DCE Wade Johnson to get your ideas added to our
day of service.

SERVICE/THEME BASKET AUCTION
The Chestnut Corner Bazaar will once again include the Service/Theme Basket Auction in their
bazaar. September 9 and 16 will be the dates
you can sign up in the forum to contribute to this
year’s Service or Theme Basket. For more info
please contact Lisa Bulas, 402-984-9738.

ILLUMINATED FAITH GATHERING
Saturday, Sept. 29, 9:30-11:30 AM
at Vicki Fisher’s home
8650 N. Showboat, Hastings.

Please RSVP to Vicki by Wednesday Sept 26
There will be a time for sharing your art expressions since we last gathered at church; coffee &
bible study; and time to create in your Bible or
journal.
Ahead of time: Study by reading Colossians 3.
Maybe do a little verse mapping as you study. If
you have the Solo devotion book we used for class,
check out Day 304 – which deals with selected
verses from Col. 3. Start to ponder a visual response to something that you’ve read.
If you are new to art journaling in your Bible, you
are welcome to join us! Call Vicki with questions
or to RSVP at 402-462-0194.
Bring your Bible, journaling notebook and some
art supplies you want to use. Coffee and snacks
provided.
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NEWS AND NOTES
OUR CHURCH WEBSITE
www.AfamilyofFaith.com

BOOK GROUP –September 13, 7pm
at Dally’s Deli - South St
Catch 22 by Joseph Heller

.

Our September website is sponsored by Carol
Loetterle in thanksgiving to God for her family!
If you would like to sponsor the website for a
month ($40) please call the church for more information.

An enduring American classic novel
about World War II. Funny and sad,
bitter and sweet. People love it or hate it. Which
one will you be? Read the book and join us for a
lively discussion! Looking ahead: October’s reading will
be Drowning Ruth by Christina Schwarz.

THEOPUB will meet on Sept. 6, 6:30 pm at
Steeple Brewing in downtown
Hastings. All men (over 21) are
invited to join the group for conversation and fellowship! For
more information about this group
please speak with Doug Gloystein or Mitch Kimle.

Have you visited the church website recently?
We work hard to keep the site up-to-date so that
you may have current information readily available to you. We invite you to let us know if the
site offers what you are looking for or if there is
information you might like to see included on the
website. Call the church office anytime with your
comments or suggestions.
**************

.

.

High School Youth
and Parents:
The LC-MS National Youth
Gathering will be held July 1115, 2019. An informational meeting will be held Wednesday, Sept. 5 at 7:30 pm in Rooms 102-103. Registration
will be made in October – so we need to plan now!

7th & 8th Grade Soul Patrol
Parent Meeting
The Colorado service trip
participants THANK YOU
for your support and prayers.
During their week of service
they did trail repair work.
Pictured L-R: Hunter Krueger, Trev
Petersen, Britney Krueger, Andrew
Dischinger, Alexa Muske, McKenna
Bloomberg, Dawn Petersen, Oliver
Dunbar, Moses Dunbar, Luke Reinke,
& Wade Johnson (not pictured- JR Muske)

Wednesday, Sept. 12th
at 7:30 pm
in the South Classroom.

The Soul Patrol will set up for the
Open Table on Wednesday, Oct. 3rd,
7:30-8:00pm so all Soul Patrol students
please add this to your calendar!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
UNITED HARVEST
MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
A mobile food pantry is held the 3rd
Saturday morning of each month at
1st Presbyterian’s Annex Bldg. It’s
open to anyone needing food- no questions asked.
Bring your own boxes or sacks. Volunteers are
also needed. Come at 9:30 am to help (or come
for clean-up at noon.) Thank you!

HELP ZION SCHOOL
The September & October Out-to-Eat Nights
have been scheduled. Join us at Wendy’s on
Tuesday, Sept. 18, 5:00-8:00pm. Eat in only!
Please mention you are there for Zion Then
gather at Valentinos on Monday, Oct. 8,
5:00-8:30pm. Dine in only!
Also, they still collect Labels for Education and
the collection container is located on the wooden
table outside Room 101.

GOOD SAMARITAN VILLAGE
Join us at SamFest, Thursday September 13
at Hastings Good Samaritan Village for a day of
fun, food and fellowship. A parade begins the
day at 10:00am, a complimentary BBQ dinner is
served from 4:30-5:45, and the evening concludes
with a concert at lakeside pavilion. This event is
free and open to the public with activities for
adults 55 and older!

WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS
Join us on Sunday, September 30 at Libs Park
to walk together in the fight for Alzheimer’s first
survivor. Registration begins at 12:30pm and
the Walk will start at 2:00pm.

THANK YOU NOTES
A big thank you to Pastor Davis
and Pastor Dunbar for their
prayers and support, along with an
added special thank you to Pastor
Davis for the service. Thank you to
the ladies that provided the delicious luncheon. Thanks to our family of the
church for the words of encouragement during this
difficult time.
The family of Tony Martin
- Chris Martin & family,
Judy Bosier

Thank you for the prayers that were offered on
my behalf. I am improving everyday and appreciate being remembered while I was laid up.
Gratefully, Jack Sell
My lifelong dream of becoming a teacher is
moving forward, thanks to generous scholarships
like yours through Central Community College in
Hastings. Your scholarship will help me earn credentials in Elementary Education, which requires
special training and coursework. Once again,
thank you for the vote of confidence as I am one
step closer to following my dreams.
Ashley Hawes

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Thanks to everyone dedicated to our
Food Pantry ministry. To date we
have collected and delivered 1,062
pounds of food & other nonperishable
products to the Hastings Food Pantry for distribution to hungry folks in our community.

September Verse of the Month →
– James 2:18b
James urges his readers to put their faith into
action because, as he writes, faith which is not
accompanied by action is dead (2:17). Instead of a
dead faith, which doesn’t spur us to action, James
encourages us to find ways to show our faith to
the world through what we do. How might you
show your faith in action this month? Whether it’s
talking to someone about your faith, spending
time in prayer or worship, or sharing God’s love
by serving others, make an effort to show your
faith by what you do. Note: Our church’s Faith in
Action day of service is set for October 7th. We
would love to have you participate!

“Show me your
faith without
deeds, and I will
show you my faith
by what I do.”
- - James 2:18b
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Gifts to the Lord
Would you like to have your church offerings automatically taken out of your checking or savings account once a month? Some people prefer to use this system to give their offerings to
church. It is simple, convenient, and reliable. If you are already using the system you can reevaluate and change the amount of your giving at any time. Use this form, attach the voided
check/deposit slip as specified, and return it to the church office to begin this program of giving.
I (we) authorize Faith Lutheran Church to initiate entries to debit my (our) account described
below:
Financial Institution’s Name
_____Checking account number
attach a voided check to the bottom of this form

OR
_____Savings account number
attach a voided savings deposit slip to the bottom of this form
This authority is to remain in full force and effect until the church has received written notification from me (or either one of us) of its termination in such time and manner as afford to the
church a reasonable opportunity to act on it.
Signature
Print Full Name
Signature (if joint)
Print Full Name
Date
Frequency

Phone Number (
once a month

)
twice a month

Withdraw on the ________ 10th and/or the _________ 25th
Amount per withdrawal $

Month to start

Attach Voided Check or
Savings Deposit Slip Here
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We invite you to Join us each Sunday
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM
Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM

Staff of
Faith Lutheran Church
Office – 462-5044
www.aFamilyofFaith.com
(includes all email addresses)
Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor
462-9551 (Home)
Josh Davis, Pastor
402-705-0874 (Cell)
Wade Johnson, D.C.E.
463-8670 (Home)
Vicki Fisher, D.C.E.
462-0194 (Home)
Support Staff
Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary
Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper
Angie Nissen, Custodian

Our Mission Statement: Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.

2018 Church Council
Chairman: Dan Klammer
Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz

Vice Chairman: Doug Koopman
Recording Secretary: Carol Loetterle

Board of Education: Patti Ocker, Becky Hamik, Deb Wildhirt
Board of Evangelism: Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs, Jade Bartunek
Board of Family Life: Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt, Jocelyn Rundle
Board of Finance: Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young, Scott Hansen
Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel, David Bierman, Ron & Linda Hemberger
Board of Lay Ministry: Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, Ron Haase, Becky Schutte
Phil Nelson, Trisha Shafer
Board of Trustees: Donna Alber, Dan Michel, John Thom, Jeff Grabill,
Kathy Johnson, Tyler McCartney
Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Sandy Frerichs

