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This Month’s Message from Pastor Josh
Voices raise to you we offer; tune them, God, for songs of praise.
Hearts and hands we bring in tribute for your gifts through all our days.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God to you we sing!
How can any praise we offer measure all the thanks we owe?
Take our hearts and hands and voices – gifts of love we can bestow.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God to you we sing!
(Lutheran Service Book #795)

It’s the month of November, which means the Thanksgiving holiday is soon on its way and we
all will be reminded how important it is to be thankful. In 2013, the website “SoulPancake” published a video touting the results of a study on happiness. It turns out, according to the study, that
your level of happiness is directly connected to the amount of gratitude that you express
in your life. To say it another way – it is likely that the more thankful you are, the happier you are
as well. That is a very practical reason for giving thanks, but it isn’t the best one.
The Scriptures frequently encourage us to be thankful, especially when it comes to all the
Lord has done for us. In Colossians 3:17, the apostle Paul tells us, “Whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.” The Psalmist reminds us to “Enter [God’s] gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with
praise” (Psalm 100:4). In First Thessalonians we are advised to “Be joyful always; pray continually;
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (5:16-18). Not only is
being grateful a good way to raise our spirits, it is God’s will for our lives.
There are so many reasons to be thankful: from the physical blessings of food and shelter, to
the care and support shown by loved ones, there is an endless list of reasons we have to be grateful.
Most of all, we are eternally grateful for God’s work in Jesus Christ, which cannot be fully
put into words: “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15). And so we give
God praise again and again, knowing that we will never be able completely plumb the depths of the
Lord’s great mercy and love for us.
G.K. Chesterton once wrote, “I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought; and that gratitude is
happiness doubled by wonder.” I’d like to encourage you to take some time each day to express
your gratitude to the One who created you, loves you, and gives you new life. I’m certain
that you won’t regret it; in fact, I’m pretty confident that it will make you feel even more joyful than
ever. You can thank me later.
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Prayers
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization

Recently included in prayers: Melody Auker, Brooks Borrell, Rod Hansen, Pam McCartney, Steve
Meyer, Chris Martin, Denise Mohlman, Steve Ocker, Max Schroeder, Bob Thomas, Leota Uhri,
Brenda Ware. And we continue our prayers for: Dan Barber, Kiley Chancellor, Tami Clay, Connie
Davis, Michael Doiel, Melissa Emons, Judy Finnigsmier, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn
Hendrich, Everett Hunt, Janet Janssen, Kande Lindberg, Melvin Massey, Royal Miller, Tracy Orcutt, Elaine Petersen, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Bryan Stanley, Parker Stanley, Tina Venteicher, Jackie Waite.

► Sympathy
We pray for Laura Schenk at the death of her father; Latham & Janice Mortensen at the death of their
daughter, Deb; Michelle Bird at the death of her father; Dave Hamik at the death of his brother; Vicki
Fisher at the death of her father; Lynette Beck at the death of her sister-in-law; and the family and
friends of LaVern Muhleisen at his death. May ALL who mourn the loss of a loved one, find the peace &
comfort found only in God’s promise through his son, Jesus.

► New Life

We give thanks for a son born to Zach & Lindsay Frey and a son born to Jake & Alyson Fisher. God’s
blessings to both of these families as they learn and grow together.

► Marriage

We give thanks with Anjelica Bishop & Blake Marquardt and Libby Johnson & Zach Duffy at their
recent marriages. We ask God to be with each of these couples and to bless them as they continue to grow in
love, keeping Christ at the center of their marriages.

NEWS AND NOTES
STEWARDSHIP IS: A Gift Restored to Us!

Special Voters’ Meeting

Romans 12:1-2 talks about our stewardship flowing from the
mercies of God. As Christ gave freely of himself for us, we are
called to give freely of ourselves to others. To do this, we
serve God.

A special Voters’ Meeting will be held in November to vote on the 2019 Church Budget and the
slate of Council nominees. Please refer to the
enclosed church calendar for that date. All
are encouraged to attend that meeting.

In Honor of Veterans Day…
On November 11th we would like to include all
members currently serving in the Armed Forces in
our prayers. Please contact the church office to remind us if you or a loved one is currently serving.

A copy of the 2019 proposed church budget can
be found on the green insert included in this
newsletter.

Join us for

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Ladies Fall Lunch
All women are invited to the annual Fall Lunch
hosted by the Priscilla Circle. This year’s luncheon will be at Napoli’s on Tuesday, Nov. 6 at
12:00 noon. Sandy Buhr will present the program about Royal Family Kids Camp, along with
highlights from her mission trip to Uganda. Call
Wyoma for reservations, 402-469-6149.

Wednesday, November 21

at 7:00pm
The Lord’s Supper
will be included in
this service.
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NEWS AND NOTES
BOOK GROUP November 8, 7pm
at Dally’s Deli - South St
Girl Waits with Gun by Amy Stewart
.

This is the first novel of the Kopp Sisters Series
based on the forgotten true story of one of the nation’s first female crime fighters. Through Stewart’s
exuberant storytelling, Constance Kopp catapults
from forgotten historical anecdote to unforgettable
historical fiction heroine. (New York Times review)

MERCY MEALS PACKING EVENT
Be a part of 750 people packing
100,000 Mercy Meals on Sunday, November 18, at Heartland Lutheran High School in
Grand Island! These nutritious
rice based meals have been sent
all over the world with the help
of Orphan Grain Train. Faith
Lutheran is putting together
teams to work a two hour shift at 10, 12, 2, or 4.
Adults and Children 12 and older can make up a
team. Please register at the sign-up sheet in the
forum or call Ellen Jank, 402-461-3734, or email
Ellen at jejank@charter.net. If you sign up and
find out later your plans have changed, please ask
someone to take your place. It takes a team of 10
for each packing station. This event is sponsored
by the Thrivent Member Network of the Nebraska
region, but you do not need to be a Thrivent member to participate.

NEBRASKA DISTRICT REPORTER
The Nebraska District Reporter is published 6
times a year sharing information about events
taking place, workshops and conferences being
offered, and ministry items that affect and include
members of the NE District of the LC-MS. If you
would like a print copy they are available in the
Tract Rack at the East Entrance of the church.
You can also access the Reporter online, along
with much more, at www.ndlcms.org or a link is
available on our church website at
www.afamilyoffaith.com.

Don’t forget to set your clocks
back an hour on November 4
-Daylight Savings Time Ends!

Coming Soon….

Chestnut Corner Bazaar
November 10, 8:00am-1:00pm
See the insert included in this
issue of the Parish News!

THEOPUB will meet on November 1, 6:30 pm
at Steeple Brewing in downtown
Hastings. All men (over 21) are invited to join the group for conversation and fellowship.

THE CHURCH WEBSITE
www.AfamilyofFaith.com
If you have not yet visited our church’s website—why not do it today! Then, if you would
like to sponsor the website for a month ($40)
please call the church for more information or to
choose your month.

It’s Time to Order Poinsettias
Poinsettias will be used to decorate the
church again this year. You are invited to place a poinsettia in honor/or
memory of a loved one. We will take
orders for the poinsettias. Order
yours today ($7.50 each) by following the directions on the table at the rear of the nave. Orders
will be taken Nov. 11 thru December 2. If you are
unable to make it to church to place your order
you can call the church office, 402-462-5044, before December 3 and speak with Deb. Plants can
be taken home on or after December 31.

CHRISTMAS Gift Giving Options
If you (or your family) are looking for ways to
shift the emphasis away from piles of
presents under the tree to a more
meaningful idea of celebrating the
gifts of Christmas, then we invite
you to check out alternative gift
giving thoughts. Just a few that we might
suggest to get you started are: Heifer International (heifer.org), Orphan Grain Train
(OGT.org), Crossroads Mission here in Hastings
(crossroadsmission.com). Or get creative, think
outside of the box… how can you be the caring
hands or loving voice of Christ in this world?
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ADULT EDUCATION IN NOVEMBER
SUNDAYS

THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Room 9- 9:15AM
This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the Sunday
morning readings. Pastor Paul will be leading class this month.

THE DESPISED [E-200]- Room 102-103- 9:15AM – This class concludes November 4
BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS [P-100]- Room 11- 9:15AM – CLASS MEETS SEPT. 23– NOV. 18
This class serves as adult confirmation for those wishing to become new members. It is also attended by members who want a review of our faith and teachings. Pastor Josh leads this class.
*** The last day of class is November 18, also the day we will formally welcome new members into
our church at the 10:30 worship service. Then, following the service, all new members are
invited to a luncheon in the lower level fellowship hall where they will receive a new member
packet and have the opportunity to get better acquainted with the church council and staff.

ENOUGH: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity & Generosity [P-301]- Fellowship Hall- 9:15AM
This 4-week video class has been led by our Board of Stewardship. Class finishes up on November 4.

DISCUSSING MERE CHRISTIANITY BY C.S. LEWIS [H-301]- Class begins November 25, 9:15AM in Room 102-103.
In this 8 week study we will explore the historical time and place this classic writing came out of and
dive into the meaning and relevance to today’s time. We will incorporate video, with host Eric Metaxas
in England, showing us the place and speaking with noted Historians on the subject. Participants are
encouraged to read this work in preparation for the class. Contact DCE Wade Johnson if you need a
copy of the book.

TUESDAYS
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100]- Ray’s Café - 7:00AM
Join the men’s group at Ray’s Café for coffee or breakfast and a time of study and discussion. All
men are welcome! Contact Bill Henkel, 402-461-6624 with questions.

WEDNESDAYS
MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11
We start the hour with fellowship, prayer, devotion, and a song. We then turn our conversation to the
sermon from the Sunday past. Soon you'll find yourself listening better on Sundays, eager to visit with
these friends, and thinking about God’s Word all week long. Pastor Paul leads this group.

EVENING BIBLE STUDY– [P-100] - 6:30pm– Fellowship Hall
How is a funeral service put together? What songs are appropriate? What about using a slide show of photos?
What about cremation? On November 7 and 14 Pastor Paul will lead a discussion about what our practices
are here at Faith and the thought that goes into it all. We will also be joined by church member and manager
of Mary Lanning hospice care Penny Price to talk about end of life issues and planning. Bring your questions!

Key to Adult Bible Studies
C=
E=
H=
P=

Cultural …..contemporary issue/current event
Exegetical...study of the Bible
Historical…. chronological study
Practical….. a specific issue/practice in life

100 level200 level300 level400 level-

No prior knowledge of subject needed
Some Biblical knowledge helpful
More challenging and uses own Bible
Homework and a “dig deep” attitude

Let the same mind be in you
that is in Christ Jesus.
- - Philippians 2:5
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COMMUNITY NEWS

THANK YOU NOTES

UNITED HARVEST MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
A mobile food pantry is held the 3rd Saturday
morning of each month at 1st Presbyterian’s Annex Bldg. It’s open to anyone needing food- no
questions asked. Bring your own boxes or sacks.
Volunteers are also needed. Come at 9:30 am to
help (or come for clean-up at noon.) Thank you!

ZION SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
Join us for a Night out-to-eat at Runza (West
2nd Street site only) on Tuesday, November 13,
5:00-8:00pm. A portion of the proceeds will benefit Zion School.

WURSTFEST
St. Paul, Holstein, will be having their 23rd annual Wurstfest on Sunday, November 4, 5-7pm
at the Holstein Fire Hall. All are invited! Tickets
are available at the door or call ahead (402-7565703) and save $1 per adult with the purchase of
your advanced tickets.

GOODWILL FALL BALL
Join us for fellowship, refreshments, dancing, and
more on Thursday, November 1st, 1-5pm at The
Lark in downtown Hastings! This event is hosted
by the Hastings Developmental Disabilities Services Program. Volunteers welcome—contact
Shirley at 402-469-2999.

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Thanks to everyone dedicated to our
Food Pantry ministry. To date we
have contributed 1,281 pounds of
food & other nonperishable products
to the Hastings Food Pantry for distribution to hungry folks in our community. Your
generosity is what keeps this ministry going!
Bless you… ♡

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
2018 World Community Day
You are invited to join other women
on Friday, November 2 at 10am
at Grace United Methodist Church.
A soup lunch will follow this special
service. The theme is “Reaching for
Wholeness in Harmony with God’s
People”!

Thank you all so much during this difficult
time...for your thoughts and prayers while my dad
was in the hospital, as well as those following his
passing. You have all been so kind and it has
meant more than you know. Your support has
brought comfort to myself as well as all of my
family.
Laura Schenk & family
Thank you for prayers on my 90th birthday!
And also my sincere appreciation for the many
beautiful cards and heartfelt messages. It was a
memorable birthday that I will treasure in my
heart forever. God Bless you all! With love….
Ardell Jugert

Words fail to convey our appreciation to our
wonderful family of Faith for all of the prayers,
hugs, kind words, visits, cards, and phone calls.
Your support through our daughter Deb’s diagnosis and passing has been so comforting. Our deepest gratitude to Pastor Paul and Pastor Josh for
prayers, home visits, and encouragement. Special
thanks to each and every one of our Christian
friends in the Wednesday morning Bible Study
group.
Latham & Janice Mortensen
What a wonderful birthday... thanks to all of
you who sent cards or came to help me celebrate.
And, a special thank you to the group of young
singers… such a happy surprise! God’s blessings
to you!
Bob Hohlfeld
Thanks to Bruce Furniture for fixing the table in the basement fellowship hall. We appreciate
their generosity and service to our community.
At its regular meeting on September 17, 2018,
the HPS Board of Education publicly acknowledged your donation of paint and garden supplies,
as well as labor to Longfellow Elementary. The
members of the Board and I would like to express
our sincere appreciation for your very generous
donation. You, once again, have helped make
learning interesting and fun.
Craig Kautz, HPS Superintendent
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Children's Christmas Program

We have started practicing the music
for the Children's Christmas program during the Sunday School music time (9:15). We will also practice
at Weekday School on Nov. 7 and
14. There will also be two Saturday practices (Dec. 1st
and 8th). The program will be held on Sunday, December
9th at 2 pm. If you are interested in a speaking part let
DCE Wade Johnson or Jean Davis know.

Perfect
Attendance
Sunday School – Pre-School: Sophie
Bulas. Pre-School 1: Julia Jabs. PreSchool 2: Nolan Bulas. Kindergarten:
Hannah Jabs. 4th: Gracie Craig, Eva Magallanes. 6th: Zoe Johnson.
Weekday School – Pre-School 1: Faith
Hoins, Evelyn Pauley, Lily Shelton, Eli
Wills. Pre-School 2: Logan Arneson, Nolan
Bulas, Emmery Jacobitz. Kindergarten:
Emma Hoins, Hannah Jabs, Kaleb Kapustka, Anastasia Pauley, Jamie Roberts.
1st: Kyler Hughes, Ben Kuehn, Amelya
Schardt. 2nd: Braylen Arneson, Michael Hoins, Abby Jabs, Josh Muske, Xavier Newman, Macy Shelton, Anna Sidlo, Emma
Wolfe. 3rd: Kayden Bartunek, Ansley Catchpool, Hudson Hookstra Wyatt Hulse, Ashton
Kapustka, Audrey Keilig, LJ Martin, Ellie
Wahlmeier. 4th: Isaac Ablott, Gracie Craig,
Madilyn Groff, Katelyn Hoins, Mady Karr,
Eva Magallanes, Chloe Roberts. 5th: Tenisha Bader, Claire Brown, Jackson Foster,
Berkley Jacobitz, Anthony Kuehn, Izaiah
Mullen, Lucas Sidlo. 6th: Taylor Ablott,
Claire Davis, Briley Hughes, Kenneth Hulse,
Zoe Johnson, Gracey McIntyre, Rebekah
Muske, Ruby Schardt, Kaleb Wahlmeier.
7th: Tyrese Bader, Kaitlyn Carver, Jenna
Fisher, Katherine Greenland, Spencer
Griess, Chase Groff, Alex Hafer, Ben Hafer,
Jerzie Kapustka, Maison Reeves. 8th: Sam
Dierks, Alexis Fisher, Avery Sorgenfrei, Ian
Waite, Leighton Weber.

Wednesday, November 14 is the last day of
WOW classes until January 9. We encourage
students and their families to attend the
Wednesday evening Thanksgiving service &
Advent worship opportunities.

Sing ’n Play will take place at

Homestead Assisted Living on
Nov. 11, 2-3pm. Kids of all ages
are invited to come sing and play with
Homestead residents. For more info
call: Jean Davis at 402-469-6543.

♫♫♫♫

Sunday School offerings in November will support
Faith Lutheran’s H.O.P.E fund. H.O.P.E
stands for Helping Others Prevail in
Emergencies. The fund is supported
from gifts given from outside the general
offerings to the general fund.
The H.O.P.E fund helps members and non-members
in the community with things like gas, rent, and
utility assistance. Care is taken with those receiving
help to dispense the funds with care and wisdom.

Celebrations of Faith
November events

November 7 - 5th graders and parents are
invited to participate in our Prayer Event during the
Weekday School hour. Participants will rotate
between five different prayer stations. Meet in the
forum at 6:30pm

.
November 14 - 1st & 2nd grade children and
their parents are invited to attend our Advent
Workshop during the Weekday School hour.
Participants will make an Advent paper chain and
practice a format for Advent devotions.
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Kids signed up to go to
the 2019 National Youth
Gathering, along with
their parents, will be
making enchiladas on November 18 in the
afternoon. Enchiladas can be ordered by calling the church office and speaking with Wade.
Cost is $25 per dozen. Profits will be used to
offset student’s cost of attending the LCMS
National Youth gathering in Minneapolis in
July, 2019. Order by November 7.

November 14 is the last night for
the fall session of Hot Talks. But,
you still have the opportunity to
spend time with your church friends
every Sunday morning at 9:15 in the Youth
Room! See you there!

The Soul Patrol is Faith’s 7-8th grade
youth ministry that meets twice a
month for service and fellowship

Rake N’ Run

Sunday, November 4th
1 - 3 PM
Meet at the Church.
Bring a good rake, a friend, and be ready to have some fun
working. Parents needed for supervision and to drive.
If you can help DCE wade know before the 4th.

November Verse of the Month →
– Philippians 4:19
The apostle Paul wrote these encouraging words
from prison to the church in Philippi. He was
convinced that he could be content in any circumstance (even jail!), knowing that God gave him
strength (see 4:11-13). How could Paul be certain
that God would meet all of the Philippians needs?
Does God meet all of our needs? If so, how?
During the month of November, as we celebrate
Thanksgiving, may you find contentment in the
riches God has given us in Christ Jesus.

“And my God will
meet all your needs
according to His
glorious riches in
Christ Jesus.”
- - Philippians 4:19
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We invite you to Join us each Sunday
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM
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Faith Lutheran Church
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www.aFamilyofFaith.com
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Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor
462-9551 (Home)
Josh Davis, Pastor
402-705-0874 (Cell)
Wade Johnson, D.C.E.
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Vicki Fisher, D.C.E.
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Our Mission Statement: Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.

2018 Church Council
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Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz

Vice Chairman: Doug Koopman
Recording Secretary: Carol Loetterle

Board of Education: Patti Ocker, Becky Hamik, Dave Johnson
Board of Evangelism: Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs, Jade Bartunek
Board of Family Life: Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt, Jocelyn Rundle
Board of Finance: Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young, Scott Hansen
Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel, David Bierman, Ron & Linda Hemberger
Board of Lay Ministry: Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, Ron Haase, Becky Schutte
Phil Nelson, Trisha Shafer
Board of Trustees: Donna Alber, Dan Michel, John Thom, Jeff Grabill,
Kathy Johnson, Tyler McCartney
Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Sandy Frerichs

