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This Month’s Message from Pastor Josh

T

he parents of a 10-month old child can find sleep to be in short supply, as I’ve learned over the
last several weeks. Sometimes, through bleary eyes in the wee hours of the morning I see a
book of poetry on the shelf and am reminded of a poem called “The Sleep” by Elizabeth Barrett
Browning – two verses of which I’ll share with you here:

Of all the thoughts of God that are
Borne inward unto souls afar,
Along the Psalmist’s music deep,
Now tell me if that any is,
For gift or grace, surpassing this—
‘He giveth His beloved sleep’?
What would we give to our beloved?
The hero’s heart to be unmoved,
The poet’s star-tuned harp, to sweep,
The patriot’s voice, to teach and rouse,
The monarch’s crown, to light the brows?
He giveth His beloved, sleep.
In these lines, Browning reflects on the precious gift of sleep that God grants to us. If we
were to offer a gift to someone, we probably wouldn’t think to give something as seemingly simple as
sleep. But for restless, weary people, a good night’s rest is one of the best gifts one can receive.
Browning’s poem is based on the words of Psalm 127:

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.
In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat—
for He grants sleep to those he loves.
It seems that many of us are short on sleep and short on rest due to the fullness of our calendars and the busyness of our lives. But it is good to remember that despite all of our work, it is still
God who is in control. It is a temptation and a danger to run ourselves ragged and, in the process,
miss out on what God is doing (or wants to do in us).
When we rest, we recognize that not everything depends on us; the whole world isn’t on our
shoulders (thank goodness!). In so doing, we’re reminded of the God who CAN handle it all and
holds the whole world in His capable hands. After creating for six days, even God rested on the 7 th
day! Not because the Almighty needed a break, but to give us an example and a model to follow.
So, take a rest this week. Bask in the goodness of the Lord’s promises. Use some down time to
reconnect with the One who made you and loves you. And get some sleep—it’s a gift from God!
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Prayers
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization

Recently included in prayers: Mason Gundersen, Pam McCartney, Dina Michel, Mark Sorge, Mary
Lou Weber, Cindy Wyman. And we continue our prayers for: Dan Barber, Tom Bennett, Kim Buss, Kiley
Chancellor, Melissa Emons, Warren Evans, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Bill
Henrichs, Nick Herringer, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt, Janet Janssen, Betty (Mrs. Ron) Kort, Kamden Lightner,
Kande Lindberg, Richard Lyon, Royal Miller, Denise Mohlman, Tracy Orcutt, Elaine Petersen, Niesje Rossi,
Harlan Schlachter, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Bryan Stanley, Parker Stanley, Jackie Waite.

► Sympathy
We pray for Robert Hughes at the death of his brother; Kendra Bargen at the death of her cousin; and
Robetta Gatewood at the death of her husband, Jack. May each of these families, along with ALL who
mourn the loss of a loved one, find comfort found only in God’s promises through His son, Jesus.

► New Life
We give thanks for new babies… sons born to: James & Hollie Martin, Shayla Badura & Tyler Gundersen, and Melissa & Adam Thompson; and a daughter born to Jessica Struss. And we welcome into the
family of faith, through God’s gift of Holy Baptism, Briella Kay, daughter of Ben & Kylie Nissen.

NEWS AND NOTES
Join other guys for this once
a month “Guys Night at the
Brewery.” There will be
good conversation about
life, sports, family, events and everything in between. Our next get-together is Thurs. May 3,
6:30pm at Steeple Brewing, 717 First St., Hastings. It’s informal, inviting, inclusive and open to
all men 21 or older. For more info about this group
please feel free to contact Richard Wildhirt at
KeysAndStops@gmail.com

Book Group –May 10, 7pm
at Dally’s Deli - South St
The Girl who Takes an Eye
for an Eye by David Lagercrantz
.

The series that began with The Girl with the
Dragon Tattoo continues as brilliant hacker
Lisbeth Salander teams up with journalist Mikael
Blomkvist to uncover the secrets of her childhood and to take revenge.

Thank you to our many volunteers who share their
time and talents with us
here at Faith. Together, so
much more is accomplished in
Jesus’ name in the church, our
community, and the world.
The May Church Council meeting will be
taking place on a different day than our usual
3rd Thursday of the month — please check the
May calendar (yellow insert) for the date change
as this portion of the newsletter will have already
been printed. Thank you!

Hospital Reminder — Due to the privacy
regulations in place at the hospital, if you would
like the church to know that either you or a family
member will be hospitalized or have been admitted, please take a moment and call the church
office at 402-462-5044.

Please Join Us
On Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30pm all are welcome to join the 8th grade class as
they read their “Statements of Faith.” Then on Sunday, May 6 at the 10:30am
service they will publicly affirm their faith through the Rite of Confirmation.
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MORE NEWS
CHURCH WEBSITE
Our church website is available for sponsorship–
a suggested donation is $40 per month. Call the church
if you are interested. Thanks to Milton & Velma
Lisius for their sponsorship in April in celebration &
thanksgiving of their 63rd wedding anniversary.
CAN WE HELP?
The Church bus has room for more riders so if you
would like a ride to church on any Sunday for Sunday
School or 10:30 worship just call the church office
(402-462-5044) anytime before 8:00am on Sunday
morning. Questions… call us!

Relay for Life Team
Relay for Life luminaries are now available for purchase
(suggested $10 donation) in honor or memory of a loved
one who has battled cancer. You may decorate them
yourself or have the Event Team decorate them for you.
The luminaries will line the Hastings High School track
during the Relay for Life event on June 1, 6-10pm. For
more information or to order a luminary please talk to
Tonya or Britney Krueger or Kendra Bargen.

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
The Food Pantry ministry continues to be a
passion of our congregation and a mission
to help feed the hungry in our community.
To date we have collected and delivered 566 pounds of
food & other non-perishable products. Let’s keep it
going strong. The grocery carts stand ready!

CAN YOU BE A HOST? On Saturday July 21st we
will be having a youth group staying over
for one night only. They will be fed and
just need a bed or air mattress. If you can
host 2-4 out of the 17 youth and adults
contact DCE Wade Johnson at 402-4625044 or email him at

Thank you to all who helped provide
food or service for the Easter breakfast, along with all those who attended and supported the breakfast.
This year the free will offerings from
the breakfast totaled $472.25 and was
given to Orphan Grain Train.

THANK YOU NOTES
Thanks to all who recently purchased enchiladas and those who helped fry the 600 pounds of
ground beef and helped assemble 5375 enchiladas - about 90 people! This is the single largest
fundraising project conducted by our Mission
Team. We raised a little over $6250 to be used
for medical supplies, water filters, and other
items needed for the work in Nicaragua. This
year we expect to serve 1500-1700 Nicaraguan
people in our medical, dental, women’s health
and eyeglass clinics during our week there.
Thank you!
Your Nicaraguan Mission Team
Thank you to everyone for their thoughts,
prayers, and words of comfort following the unexpected death of my cousin. The outpouring of
love and support from the family of Faith has
meant very much during this difficult time.
Kendra Bargen

Thank you for the prayers cards, and visits
during my recent hospital stay. Milton Lisius
There are no words adequate enough to
thank all of you whose prayers, cards, and uplifting comments accompanied me through my hospital stay and long recovery. The same holds
true for all of you who kept me in their thoughts
and prayers following the death of my brother
Walt. Your cards, hugs, caring words, and other
kindnesses were and are truly appreciated. You
clearly are the “caring hands and loving voice of
Christ” in my life and to our world.
Carl Rehwaldt

To everyone at Faith Lutheran Church…
words cannot express the gratitude my sister
and I have for all you did for our mother, Betty
(Mrs. Gene) Kort– from visits and communion to
the amazing funeral service & luncheon. Our
heartfelt THANKS to you all. Mom loved Faith
Lutheran, and we understand why.
The family of Betty Kort

Thank you to everyone for cards, prayers, and
condolences to me at the death of Jack Gatewood. A special thank you to the Pastors for visits and phone calls– it meant so much to me and
it helped me through my difficult time. Memorial
gifts are being sent to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. God’s blessings to you! Robetta Gatewood
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Kids & Teens
Summer Sunday
School Art will kick off
May 27th at 9:15 with
DCE Wade Johnson in
room 102-103.

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS given in May
will go to support the Director of Christian Education program at Concordia University Seward.
DCE training is a 5 year bachelors degree with 4
years of classes and a one year internship in a congregation, mission field location, or a camp.
There are about 35 DCEs in Nebraska.

VBS Shepherd
Training Meeting

Colorado Mission trip meeting for all

youth Wednesday, May 9th at 6:30pm in the
south classroom (room 102-103.

Sunday Morning Bible Study – 7 -12th
Beginning May 6 through the summer, 7-12th
grade students will join the Illuminated Faith Bible
Class for adults. There are two options: Bible journaling that includes an art component OR Bible
Verse Mapping. Pick up a reading schedule from
the church office OR check the church website. If
you want the devotion book that coordinates with
each reading, please talk to Vicki Fisher.

ROOTING

FOR OUR KIDS – Summer can be very
busy with kids activities. I (DCE Wade Johnson) would
like to get to as many games, concerts, and performances as I can. Give me a schedule and I will cheer
alongside as many families as possible this summer.

Tuesday, May 29, 8:30-11:30 am

Students in 6th grade for the 2017
-2018 school year are on the Media Team for VBS
and will need to register as normal for VBS. 7th grade
students have special helper opportunities and
should contact Vicki at the church office for more
information. 8-12th grade students are eligible to be
Shepherds and must attend the training meeting.
Please contact Vicki to let her know of your intention
to serve as a VBS shepherd. (VBS is June 4-8 –
Shepherds need to be at church from 8:00-11:45
each day of VBS. If you are unable to be there each
of those days, we could still use you as a sub or a
floater.)

Camp Luther Weekend — June 2-3
Come to Camp Luther June 2-3 for FREE,
Christ-centered family fun! We’ll have camp activities available including archery, canoeing,
swimming, and hiking, as well as special activities including bounce houses, a petting zoo, minnow races, BINGO, a silent auction, and rides in
our giant red wagon. Come for the day, or call
ahead to stay overnight for free! Outdoor worship
is at 10AM on Sunday, followed by our annual
luncheon (free will donation.) See the complete
schedule at www.campluther.org/camp-lutherweekend or call 402-352-5655

PERFECT ATTENDANCE IN→
Sunday School – Beginners’: Kody Rossi.
3’s: Nolan Bulas, Ella Martinez, Gage Rossi.
3rd: Gracie Craig, Mady Karr. 5th: Zoe Johnson.
6th: Katherine Greenland. 8th: Kiernan Bierman.
Weekday School – Pre-School: Ryker Ayres,
Nolan Bulas, Braeden Catchpool, Connor Catchpool, Emma Hoins, Hannah Jabs, Emmery Jacobitz, Ella Martinez, Anastasia Pauley, Gage Rossi,
Lyllian Struss. Kindergarten: Ben Kuehn, Davis
McIntyre, Ella Williams. 1st: Michael Hoins, Abby
Jabs, Xavier Newman. 2nd: Kayden Bartunek,
Jaxon Brooks, Ansley Catchpool, Audrey Keilig,
Harper Rundle, Ellie Wahlmeier. 3rd: Isaac Ablott,
Kiley Ayres, Gracie Craig, Thomas Fleming, Katelyn Hoins, Kolt Hudson, Mady Karr, Barrett McIntyre, Lily Sorgenfrei, Sarina Wolfe. 4th: Tenisha
Bader, Jackson Foster, Berkley Jacobitz, Anthony
Kuehn, Izaiah Mullen. 5th: Taylor Ablott, Claire
Davis, Zoe Johnson, Gracey McIntyre, Kaleb Wahlmeier. 6th: Tyrese Bader, Justine Bierman, Kaitlyn Carver, Jenna Fisher, Chase Groff, Jerzie
Kapustka, Maison Reeves, Karlee Sherman. 7th:
Logan Brooks, Sam Dierks, Alexis Fisher, Creighton Jacobitz, Avery Sorgenfrei, Ian Waite. 8th:
Torie Arnold-Bohannon, Kiernan Bierman,
McKenna Bloomberg, Caleb Clark, Ella Collins,
Hannah Fleming, Jeret Frerichs, Peytin Hudson,
Jenna Kempf, Blake Kile, Caitlin Knehans, Hunter
Krueger, Andrew Matthies, Josh Mellinger, Abigail
Price, Sam Shafer, Karson Sherman.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN MAY
Sundays
THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Fellowship hall - 9:15AM
This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the Sunday morning readings. Class
leader will be Pastor Josh.

ILLUMINATED FAITH: Using words and art to reflect on God’s Word [P-300]- Room 102-103 - 9:15AM
This class will continue through the summer! Students in grades 7-12 will be joining the adults beginning
May 6. There are two options: Bible journaling that includes an art component OR Bible Verse Mapping.
Pick up a reading schedule from the church office OR check the church website. If you are interested in
joining the class and want the devotion book that coordinates with each reading, please contact Vicki at the
church office. Interested in a preview of the class? Just stop by on Sunday morning to check it out!

Tuesdays
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100]- Ray’s Café - 7:00AM
All men are invited to come for discussion and enjoy coffee or breakfast. More info? Call Bill, 402-461-6624.
Class will wrap up on Tuesday, May 22 for summer break and will resume again in the fall.

Wednesdays
MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11
Pastor Dunbar leads this group through prayer time, devotion, song, treats, and sermon discussion. We
welcome everyone to come and be a part of this wonderful group of old & new friends. We meet almost
every Wednesday morning throughout the year.

Key to Adult Bible Studies
C=
E=
H=
P=

Cultural …..contemporary issue/current event
Exegetical...study of the Bible
Historical…. chronological study
Practical….. a specific issue/practice in life

May Verse of the Month →
– Acts 1:8
The book of Acts (which we’ll read from the
first 3 Sundays in May) details how the Word of
God spreads following the resurrection of
Christ. Jesus tells his disciples that they will
carry the good news all over the world—and
they do! But before that can happen, they must
be empowered by the Holy Spirit. On the day
that we celebrate as Pentecost Sunday (May
20th), the Holy Spirit came in a new and powerful way, evidenced by tongues of fire on the disciples’ heads and their ability to speak in other
languages. That same Spirit is the one who
lives in you and strengthens you to be a witness
for Jesus in word and deed.

100 level200 level300 level400 level-

No prior knowledge of subject needed
Some Biblical knowledge helpful
More challenging and uses own Bible
Homework and a “dig deep” attitude

[Jesus said:]
“But you will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”
- - Acts 1:8

May 2018

Non Profit Organization

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURC H
837 CHESTNUT
HASTINGS NE 68901

US POSTAGE PAID
Hastings, NE
Permit No. 309

Return Service Requested

May 2018

We invite you to Join us each Sunday
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM
Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM

Staff of
Faith Lutheran Church
Office – 462-5044
www.aFamilyofFaith.com
(includes all email addresses)
Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor
462-9551 (Home)
Josh Davis, Pastor
402-705-0874 (Cell)
Wade Johnson, D.C.E.
463-8670 (Home)
Vicki Fisher, D.C.E.
462-0194 (Home)
Support Staff
Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary
Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper
Angie Nissen, Custodian

Our Mission Statement: Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.

2018 Church Council
Chairman: Dan Klammer
Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz

Vice Chairman: Doug Koopman
Recording Secretary: Carol Loetterle

Board of Education: Patti Ocker, Becky Hamik, Deb Wildhirt
Board of Evangelism: Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs, Jade Bartunek
Board of Family Life: Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt, Jocelyn Rundle
Board of Finance: Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young, Scott Hansen
Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel, David Bierman, Ron & Linda Hemberger
Board of Lay Ministry: Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, Ron Haase, Becky Schutte
Phil Nelson, Trisha Shafer
Board of Trustees: Donna Alber, Dan Michel, John Thom, Jeff Grabill,
Kathy Johnson, Tyler McCartney
Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Sandy Frerichs

