Faith Lutheran Church
The Parish News
VOLUME 41 – NO. 3

MARCH 2018

This Month’s Message from Pastor Josh
A few months ago, I walked home from church one evening and was surprised to hear rattling and banging coming from inside our garage. Quickly opening the door, I discovered the culprit:
a possum was inside the garage, knocking over containers and making a general mess of things. It
must have sneaked in a couple of days earlier when the garage door had been unintentionally left
open overnight. I thought that I’d just shoo the critter out and that would be the end of it. But the
possum made a mad dash behind a shelving unit (to a place where I didn’t think any space existed),
thwarting my attempts to move it back outside. Two hours later, after an epic battle (the details of
which space does not permit me to share), the possum was back outside and I headed indoors, cold
and grumpy. You can be sure that ever since then I’ve made certain the garage door is shut every
night. It’s much easier to keep a door closed than it is to remove a live possum from your garage.
Sin is not unlike that possum. Once it takes up residence in our lives, it can be extremely difficult to remove. It’s much easier to shut the garage door ahead of time – to not let sin make itself
comfortable or find a place to hunker down. God’s Word urges us to take sin seriously in every form.
Temptation usually begins with something we would call “small,” like a so-called “little white lie”
that ends up growing larger than we could have imagined. Too often we are willing to leave the door
open to a “little” temptation, thinking that it isn’t such a big deal. Only later, after a long battle
with an unwanted intruder, do we realize the damage we’ve invited by not taking the proper precautions. “I never thought it would to come to this” -- “I didn’t mean for it to go so far” -- “I can’t believe
I did that” – these are the regrets that come from leaving the door open to temptation.
The Scriptures warn us to be on our guard, because “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion (possum?) looking for someone to devour” (1 PETER 5:8). We’re told to take precautions in
every area of life: Our relationships (“Do not let the sun go down when you are still angry and so give
the devil a foothold. EPHESIANS 4:26-27), our finances (“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil” 1 TIMOTHY 6:19), our sexuality (“Flee from sexual immorality” 1 CORINTHIANS 6:18), our words
(“The tongue…corrupts the whole person, sets the course of his life on fire” JAMES 3:6) and many others. Instead of seeing how close we can get to the line without going over, we’re urged to run the
other direction when temptation comes calling, and instead think about “whatever is true, whatever
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable…excellent or
praiseworthy” (PHILIPPIANS 4:8).
The season of Lent is a time for us to reflect on our sin and thank our Lord Jesus Christ that
all of it is forgiven through his work on the cross (yes, even THAT sin—whatever THAT sin is for
you). It can also be a time to recommit ourselves to following Jesus in all that we do. Where might
you be leaving space for the devil to grab a foothold? An area of your life where you’ve grown lax in
seeking the Lord’s direction? A habit you know isn’t God’s intention for you, but have convinced
yourself is no big deal? Today, right now, nip that temptation in the bud. Pray for God’s strength
and guidance to close the door on the sin that wants to crawl into your life. Don’t let it get comfortable or established. Take it from me, you don’t want to find any possums in your garage someday.
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Prayers
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization

Recently included in prayers: Brian Bruce, Darin Clark, Melissa Emons, Warren Evans, Bill Henrichs,
Ardell Jugert, Wanda Koch, Milton Lisius, Michelle Townes. We continue our prayers for: Dan Barber,
Tom Bennett, Verna Catchpool, Kiley Chancellor, Julie Fitzke, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt, Janet Janssen, Mrs. Gene Kort, Mrs. Ron Kort, Kande Lindberg,
Richard Lyon, Larry Meyer, Royal Miller, Elaine Petersen, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Danny Severn, Bernard
Stanley, Bryan Stanley, Parker Stanley.

► In Sympathy
We pray for the family of Dorothy Alber at her death; Ray Ortegren (Lynette Wojahn) at the death of
Melba, wife (& mother); Karrie Campbell at the death of her husband; Alice Oelke & Mary Lou Weber at
the death of their sister; Randy Knapp at the death of his father; Ron Haase at the death of his father,
Mary Cassel at the death of her son, Ryan Brannigan; and Ted Hermann (Roger Hermann) at the death of
Jean, wife (& mother); and Larry Keilig at the death of his sister. May each of these families, along with
ALL who mourn the loss of a loved one, find comfort found only in God’s promises through His son, Jesus.

NEWS AND NOTES
EASTER LILIES will adorn our chancel again this Easter. Once again you are invited to place a
lily in memory or in honor of a loved one. We will take orders for the lilies. Orders will be
taken through March 23. Order yours ($8.50 each) by following the directions on the table at the
rear of the nave. If you are unable to make it to church to place your order, you may call Deb at
402-462-5044 to place your order before March 23.

Book Group –March 8, 7pm
at Dally’s Deli - South St
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt
.

This book won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction
in 2014. The Goldfinch is a mesmerizing, stay-up-allnight and tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned
story of loss and obsession, survival and self-invention,
and the ruthless machinations of fate.

MISSION IN RUSSIA
Join us on Monday, March 12th at 7pm for a presentation by *Julie & Paul Folkerts, who traveled to
Russia last fall with the Orphan Grain Train to help
in Russian orphanages. The presentation is hosted by
the Young at Heart club and will be held in the fellowship hall. *Julie is former member Julie Lampher Richardson.

COMING SOON… Sunday April 15th
Mark your calendar and look forward
to serving with Faith in Action! We
will continue with some of the projects
we have done in the past and add some
new ones into the mix. If you have an organization
that could benefit from service on that date don’t hesitate to contact DCE Wade Johnson to suggest it.

DARTBALL TOURNAMENT
March 11, 5pm
at Zion Lutheran
All men, high school age and above,
are welcome to play on the Faith team at the annual LLL Dartball tournament. We have a great
time and good fellowship! Meet at Zion. For more
information call Bill Henkel at 402-461-6624.

CASSEROLES & CRISPS
Join us for lunch in the lower level
fellowship hall on Sun., March 18,
11am-1pm. This always anticipated luncheon, hosted by the Chestnut
Corner Bazaar committee, offers a variety of
wonderful food! Your free-will donations will
go to support this year’s mission project. If you
would like to donate a “Crisp”, a fruit/vegetable
salad, or whipped topping for the luncheon OR
would like more information please contact
Lisa Mertens, 402-462-4703.

Daylight Savings Time begins again
on Sunday, March 11…
So don’t forget to “Spring Ahead.”
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MORE NEWS & NOTES
Relay for Life Team
We are looking to once again create a Relay for Life
team here at Faith. The event is Friday, June 1, 610pm at the Hastings High School track. If you would
be interested in being a part of this year’s team email
Kendra Bargen at kleigh_26@yahoo.com

WOMEN’S RETREAT
April 21 9-4pm in the Fellowship Hall
SeaSide Escape helps women find rest and relaxation from the
hustle and bustle of life as they slow down and spend time with
God and each other. This beach-themed retreat program includes
Bible study based on the stories of Sarah and Hagar, uplifting worship, a time for Christian service, and relationship-building activeities to help your retreat guests discover the depth of God’s love,
strength, and compassion. Key Verse- "Be still and know that I am
God."-Psalm 46:10

COMMUNITY NEWS
F.I.R.E.
The 13th annual Parochial
Education Fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday evening,
March 3 at the Adams Co. Fairgrounds. Tickets can be purchased on Sunday morning, February 25th in the forum here at Faith. Or for
more info check out Facebook or
www.acleafire.org.

GriefShare Series– Begins March 1, 7pm
A new 13 week series will begin for those grieving the death of a loved one. For more information see the website www.griefshare.org or call
Belva Junker, 402-469-1236.

Spring Fest at Zion – March 25

Watch for a display in the forum at the end of March or register by
calling the church office. Cost: $25 includes retreat materials, snacks
and lunch.

Zion Lutheran will be having a Vendor/Craft
Show, 10am-2pm, along with a Pancake feed
and Easter Egg Hunt (ages 1-12) at 11:30. Any
vendors interested should contact BeckyBruns
402.460.8760/brunz1012@yahoo.com

MEN’S WOODCUTTING RETREAT

United Harvest Food Truck will be at

March 9-10
It’s been a few years since we’ve taken a group
to this event. Get out your chainsaws and
gloves, and we’ll head up to Camp Luther (near
Schuyler, NE) where we’ll help the camp remove
dead trees, clear trails, and set aside firewood. It’s a
great chance to get guys together in the woods. Besides
the service opportunity, we’ll set aside time for fellowship, good food, and devotions. Call church to sign up.

MEN, GET READY FOR THEOPUB!
TheoPub” What’s that? I’m glad
you asked. TheoPub is a new
ministry of our church aimed reaching the men in our
community. Theo Pub is men hanging out with me,
making new friends, supporting our community, and
sharing Jesus’ love. It starts with the men of Faith and
hopefully continues to reach the men of our community
who might be searching for a connection with Jesus.
Our first meeting is at Steeple Brewing, Thursday,
April 5 at 6:30pm. It’s informal, inviting, and inclusive.
Contact Richard Wildhirt at KeysAndStops@gmail.com
with questions.

EASTER BREAKFAST
Sign up in the forum on March 4-11 to help donate food
or to help with this year’s Easter Breakfast— free will
offerings will go to Orphan Grain Train.

1st Presbyterian’s Annex building on Saturday
morning, March 17 distributing food to any
with need, no questions asked. Bring boxes or
sacks and plan to arrive around 9:30 to help

THANK YOU NOTES
Thank you to everyone who remembered us
with cards, kind words, and prayers at the
death of our wife and mother, Melba Ortegren.
We especially would like to thank Pastor Dunbar & Pastor Davis for their assistance, and for
the lovely service they presided over. Melba
always enjoyed attending church at Faith, and
she always enjoyed visiting with friends there.
Thank you.
Ray Ortegren and
Lynette & Dave Wojahn

Thanks to everyone who donates food to our
local shelter. We are off to a good
start this year—almost 200 pounds
of food and non-perishables have
been delivered to the Food Pantry.
Let’s keep that going - grocery carts (forum &
nave) await! ♡
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Kids...

&

Teens

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS
given in March will go to the Nicaraguan Service Team’s efforts.

Children’s Choir will sing in church on Sundays, Mar. 11 and April 22 at the 10:30 services.
We continue to meet to sing at the beginning
the Sunday School hour (9:15-9:30.) Join us each
week for a fun time to sing about God’s love and
care for us.
Faith’s Sing n’ Play group
All Sunday School students are
invited to be a part of this group
that goes out into the community to
sing and interact with an “older”
generation of friends. On Sunday
March 18 we will go to Providence Place, 3507
W. 12th St (we had to cancel in February.) Meet
there at 2:00pm and we will finish by 3:00pm.

Vacation Bible School
June 4-8, 2018
Mark your calendars!

PERFECT ATTENDANCE IN→
Sunday School –
Beginners’: Kody Rossi.
Pre-School: Nolan Bulas, Ella Martinez, Gage
Rossi. Kindergarten: Ben Kuehn. 3rd: Eva
Magallanes. 5th: Zoe Johnson. 8th: Kiernan
Bierman, Sam Shafer.
Weekday School – Preschool: Logan Arneson, Ryker Ayres, Nolan Bulas, Braeden Catchpool, Emma Hoins, Emmery Jacobitz, Jamie
Roberts, Abraham Schenk, Lily Struss. Kindergarten: Kyler Hughes, Ben Kuehn, Amelya
Schardt, Jax Schenk, Ryker Timmerman. 1st:
Braylen Arneson, Michael Hoins, Abby Jabs, Xavier Newman, Anna Sidlo, Emma Wolfe. 2nd:
Kayden Bartunek, Jaxon Brooks, Ansley Catchpool, Audrey Keilig, Harper Rundle, Rowyn
Schenk. 3rd: Isaac Ablott, Kiley Ayres, Maddisyn Collins, Madilyn Groff, Katelyn Hoins, Kolt
Hudson, Mady Karr, Eva Magallanes, Chloe Roberts, Lily Sorgenfrei, Sarina Wolfe. 4th: Berkley
Jacobitz, Anthony Kuehn, Lucas Sidlo, Hayden
Steppuhn. 5th: Taylor Ablott Claire Davis,
Payton Hendricks, Briley Hughes, Zoe Johnson,
Gracey McIntyre, Megan Mellinger, Rebekah
Muske, Ruby Schardt. 6th: Justine Bierman,
Jenna Fisher, Katherine Greenland, Chase
Groff, Jerzie Kapustka. 7th: Logan Brooks, Sam
Dierks, Alexis Fisher, Creighton Jacobitz, Avery
Sorgenfrei, Ian Waite. 8th: Kiernan Bierman,
Jeret Frerichs, Peytin Hudson, Cooper Hunsley,
Caitlin Knehans, Hunter Krueger, Andrew Matthies, Josh Mellinger, Elijah Mulligan, Abigail
Price, Sam Shafer.

Sunday Morning Bible Study for 7-12th grades
Love Does, a study for the 7-12th grade class beginning March 4th will look at how faith
comes alive when we DO the love of God. Based on the book by Bob Goff this five week study
with DCE Wade Johnson in the Youth Classroom will encourage youth to make God’s love
an action in your life.

Soul Patrol—Laser Tag at the Big Apple Fun Center in Kearney
Sunday, March 18nd at 12:00 PM
We will feed you lunch and leave as a group from there. Drivers needed.
Your Cost is $20.00 per person which covers two 30 minute sessions of laser
tag. Please RSVP by Wednesday the 14th to assure your spot. Friends are
always welcome.

Soul Patrol Saturday - March 31 at 10:00 AM
We will work at church on an art installation for Easter morning.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN MARCH
Sundays
THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Room 102-103 - 9:15AM - Pastor Paul, class leader
This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the Sunday morning reading

ILLUMINATED FAITH: Using words and art to reflect on God’s Word [P-300]- Room 11 - 9:15AM - Begins March 4
Our lives are full of static. Whether it’s our to-do list, our emotions, or just plain noise, it can be hard to sift
God’s voice from all the racket. Join class leader, Vicki Fisher, on a journey through selected verses from
the books of Poetry as we take up the practice of lectio divina: Reading, Thinking, Praying, Living the
Scriptures. Bring a Bible and a notebook. If you have a journaling Bible– one with margins for note
taking, feel free to bring it. Our daily Bible readings are from Solo: An Uncommon Devotional by Eugene
Peterson. Each Sunday morning, for nine weeks, we’ll gather to discuss the readings from the previous
week and create some art inspired from the week’s meditations.

BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS [P-100] - Fellowship Hall - 9:15AM - Begins March 4
This class serves as adult confirmation for those wishing to become new members. It is also attended
by members who want a review of our faith and teachings. If you would like information about church
membership please contact Pastor Josh.

Tuesdays
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100]- Ray’s Café - 7:00AM
All men are invited to come for discussion and enjoy coffee or breakfast. More info? Call Bill, 402-461-6624.

Wednesdays
MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11
Pastor Dunbar leads this group through prayer time, devotion, song, treats, and sermon discussion. All
are invited to come and be a part of this wonderful group of old & new friends.

EVENING BIBLE STUDY - 6:30pm- Room 11
No Other Gospel: A Study of Galatians This letter from St. Paul is sometimes referred to as “Luther’s book”
since Martin Luther borrowed so heavily from it in his writings; Galatians reminds us of the marvelous good
news that it is only by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, that we are saved. We can’t be hear that Gospel
enough! In this class we will read slowly through the text together, taking time for prayer, listening for what God
is saying, and share our insights. Leader, Pastor Dunbar.

March Verse of the Month →
– 1 Corinthians 1:18
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God.”

Almost everyone can agree that Jesus had some wise
teachings and good advice for us to follow, but it is in
this season of Lent when we see how outrageous
Christianity seems from the outside. It is the message
of the cross that is seen as “foolishness” to the world:
a God who suffers; a Savior who gives his life and
calls us to lay down our lives in sacrificial love for others. These teachings and actions of Jesus run contrary
to a world that seeks might, power and victory over
others.

“For the message
of the cross
is foolishness to
those who are
perishing, but to us
who are being
saved it is the
power of God.”
- 1 Corinthians 1:18
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