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This Month’s Message from Pastor Paul
I have some bad news and some good news. I’ll begin with the harder part. Vicki Fisher, our Director of
Christian Education (DCE) Director of Family Life, is planning her retirement for April 2020. At that
point she will have served our congregation for 29 very blessed years.
As so many of you can attest, she has led a vibrant ministry here organizing our youth program, teaching middle school and high school and adult Bible studies and parenting classes, training teachers, creating our Celebrations of Faith milestones model, working with the Family Life board offering various
workshops and retreats, and launching and overseeing our Kindling Faith program. There are, as you
might guess, countless other responsibilities she takes on behind the scenes, like cataloguing photos;
meeting with people in financial crisis through our HOPE Fund ministry; praying for, listening to and
providing counsel to individuals and families in our congregation. And it would be remiss of me if I didn’t
also add, at a personal level, that it will be hard to imagine our church staff without the role she plays as
a dear friend and wise, centered, godly woman of faith. All of which is to say, Vicki will be sorely missed.
That’s the hard part.
Now for the good news, the opportunity this presents us. After deliberating with the staff and the Board
of Lay Ministry, it seems a perfect opportunity for us to move forward by calling a DCE intern in the
summer of 2019. The goal would be not only to provide this new church worker with a valuable, yearlong experience by serving in a church with two pastors, two DCE’s and a wonderful “family of Faith.”
This would also give Vicki the chance, for her final nine months, to mentor the person who, ideally, we
would find to be a good fit for us and thus, after the year of internship and “growing into” the position, be
called to serve here after Vicki retires.
Again and again I have heard people say that one of the greatest blessings of Faith Lutheran Church is
the number of young people we have. Given the vital work Vicki and Wade both do among us, particularly with youth and children, I cannot imagine going forward in ministry without calling someone to
take on the responsibilities Vicki has, and we have a great resource in Concordia, Seward, where both
Vicki and Wade for years have been asked to speak and share their philosophy and expertise with the
DCEs-in-training. I am hopeful, therefore, that among the limited pool of DCE interns, one would be assigned to our congregation.
One of the questions to be answered is how our congregation would pay for this fifth called staff member
for the year. It has been suggested that the Rief memorial, an annual but undesignated gift near
$40,000, could be used for that purpose, since the estimated cost of a DCE intern would be less than
$25,000.
I know that April 2020 is still two years away and so it seems awfully early to be discussing all this, but
the decision to put in our application for a DCE intern for the summer of 2019 would need to be approved by our voters at our November 2018 Voters’ Meeting (just six months from now). In preparation, I
would like to discuss this at our July and October Voters’ Meetings, to field any questions or concerns.
So, some good news and some bad news. But in Christ, the good always outweighs the bad, as his light
wins out over dark, life overpowers death, and sin is super-abounded by God’s grace. I have every confidence that God will guide us into this next chapter of our ministry together here at Faith Lutheran
Church with blessings we haven’t yet imagined.
In Christ, Pastor Paul
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Prayers
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization

Recently included in prayers: Kim Buss, Mason Gundersen, Gayle Harris, Kamden Lightner, Pam
McCartney, Teri Olson, Harper Rundle, Harlan Schlachter, Don Warner.
And we continue our prayers for: Dan Barber, Tom Bennett, Kiley Chancellor, Melissa Emons, Warren
Evans, Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Bill Henrichs, Nick Herringer, Debbie
Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt, Janet Janssen, Betty Kort, Kande Lindberg, Richard Lyon, Dina Michel, Royal Miller,
Denise Mohlman, Tracy Orcutt, Elaine Petersen, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Bryan Stanley,
Parker Stanley, Jackie Waite, Cindy Wyman.

► Sympathy

We pray for Cindy O’Donnell at the death of her mother and longtime Faith member, Ede Petersen; for the
family of Mark Sorge at his death; Dick Warnke at the death of a brother; for Jan Lampher at the death of
her husband, Wes - a longtime member of Faith; and for Ken Mohlman at the death of his mother. May each
of these families, along with ALL who mourn the loss of a loved one, find peace & comfort found only in God’s
promises through His son, Jesus.

► New Life

We give thanks for a baby girl born to Matt & Karissa Folcik. And, through the gift of Holy Baptism we
welcome Levi Dean Martin (son of James & Hollie Martin), Karsyn Cress (daughter of Brandi Cress and
Adrian Cress), and Angela Sue Thomas into the family of faith. God bless Levi, Karsyn, and Angela in the
continuation of their faith journeys.

NEWS AND NOTES
Book Group –June 14, 7pm
at Dally’s Deli - South St
Brown Girl Dreaming

.

by Jacqueline Woodson

This book won the Newbery Honor Book award in
2015. A great read for 4th graders and up.
“Woodson’s memoir in verse is a marvel, as it turns
deeply felt remembrances of Woodson’s preadolescent life into art. . . . Her mother cautions her not to
write about her family but, happily, many years later,
she has and the result is both elegant and eloquent,
a haunting book about memory that is itself altogether memorable.” — a review by Booklist

Hospital Reminder — Due to the privacy
regulations in place at the hospital, if you would
like the church to know that either you or a family
member will be hospitalized or have been admitted, please take a moment and call the church
office at 402-462-5044. Remember… we don’t always know what’s happening unless you tell us.

Orphan Grain Train Fish Feed- June 15
The Hastings area LLL groups will host the annual Fish Feed for Orphan Grain Train on Friday,
June 15, 5:15-7:00pm at Zion Lutheran Church
(west fellowship hall.) 100% of the free will offering will go for OGT’s shipping costs. Thrivent Financial will be contributing supplemental funds.
You are also welcome to bring good clean clothing,
shoes, toys, quilts, non-breakable housewares,
school supplies, health items, layettes, bedding,
and linens.

Join other guys on Thursday, June 7 for
some good conversation
about life. Meet at 6:30pm
at Steeple Brewing, 717
First St., Hastings. It’s informal, inviting, inclusive and
open to all men 21 or older. For more information
about this group please feel free to contact Richard Wildhirt at KeysAndStops@gmail.com

Join us for a Ladies Outing - June 5
All ladies are invited to our annual summer outing event. On Tuesday,
June 5 at 9:15am we will meet in the church parking lot and travel to Blue
Hill to visit Masterpiece Taxidermy, where owner Todd Kranau will give us
a tour and show us the art of taxidermy. We will come back to Hastings for
lunch at Hastings Keno at noon. If you have questions you may call Wyoma DeVries at 402-469-6149.

PAGE 3

MORE NEWS
CHURCH WEBSITE
We have several months available, yet this year to
be a sponsor for our church website. $40 will take
care of one month. Consider sponsoring the site
anonymously or in honor/memory of a person or event.
Call the church for more information or to choose a
month or more.
CAN WE HELP?
The Church bus has room for more riders so if you
would like a ride to church on any Sunday for Sunday
School or 10:30 worship just call the church office
(402-462-5044) anytime before 8:00am on Sunday
morning. Questions… call us!

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
The Food Pantry ministry here at Faith
continues to be an ongoing ministry to
help feed the hungry in our community.
To date we have collected and delivered 636 pounds
of food & other non-perishable products. Thanks to
everyone dedicated to this ministry.

CAN YOU BE A HOST? On Saturday July 21st we
will be having a youth group staying over for
one night only. They will be fed and just
need a bed or air mattress. If you can host 24 out of the 17 youth and adults contact
DCE Wade Johnson at 402-462-5044 or
email him at Wade@afamilyoffaith.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS
REVIVE Sports Thrift Store (920 S. Burlington)
is accepting donations. If you would like to make a
donation please contact Dianna at 402-462-2066.
The thrift store is open Wednesday thru Sunday,
10:00am to 6:00pm.

Hastings Community Awakening
June 1-8, 2018 7:00pm-9:00pm
Corner of Burlington & H Street
This event sponsored by the Hastings Salvation
Army is a non-denominational event of great music
and inspirational messages looking to change lives
and break down walls! Everyone is welcome! For a
detailed list of speakers and musicians check out the
posters on any one of the main floor bulletin boards.

THANK YOU NOTES
We can’t thank you enough for all the food,
visits, cards, and especially prayers that got us
both through so much! Please keep prayers coming for Harlan as he continues his recovery at
Perkins #421. We thank God daily for our family of faith!
Wanda Koch & Harlan Schlachter
We are so very thankful to everyone who offered up prayers, shared words of kindness, and
showered our family with cards, flowers, and
food at the death of our mom, Ede Petersen. The
service was so meaningful and the luncheon
filled with good food and conversation. And
lastly, we are SO grateful for all who made visits
to mom, especially in those final days. Warm and
sincere thanks to Pastor Paul & Josh, dear
friends, and loving family. God’s blessings.
Cindy O’Donnell, Kipp Petersen & families

Pastor Paul, Pastor Josh, staff & congregation... Thank you for the phone calls and
cards while recovering from surgery. I am very
blessed to be part of a family of faith.
Sincerely…. Cindy Wyman

Thank you for the $200 Faith Lutheran
Church scholarship to attend Central Community College. I am looking forward to furthering
my education at CCC. Your gift, and helping me
to grow in my Christian faith throughout the
years, is greatly appreciated. Britney Krueger
Christ Lutheran and Zion Lutheran
schools, along with ACLEA, would like to graciously say THANK YOU for your amazing support of FIRE 2018. We are grateful for all the
volunteers, donors, and attendees! We look forward to seeing you next year at FIRE XIV on
March 2, 2019. Look for more information to
come on the ACLEA golf tournament scheduled
for Sunday, August 12 at Hastings Elks Golf
Course.
A BIG Thank you to Lisa Mertens for using
her talents to do the lettering on our new Sunday School offerings box. It adds a bright happy
touch for the children.
The Bridge residents expressed their thanks
to the ladies from Faith’s Seaside Saturday Retreat that made them cards and bracelets reminding them of God’s unfailing love.
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Kids & Teens
Summer Sunday School Art began May 27
at 9:15 with DCE Wade
Johnson in room 02-03.
This class is for pre-school
through 6th grade. They
will meet all together
throughout the summer
months. Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend with their children to create art using Bible passages.

Illuminated Faith Sunday School Class for students
entering 7th grade through adult. Join the group any
time! Check out the daily readings on the website:
www.aFamilyofFaith.com > Sunday morning > Adult
Bible Studies > Illuminated Faith > Daily Reading

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS
given in June will go to support our
Compassion International child in
Nicaragua, Freddy Victorio Sanchez
Sanchez.

Join us for VBS
at Faith
June 4-8, 2018
9:00-11:30 am

*** VBS Shepherds… this is a reminder of the
May 29th training meeting from 8:30 to 11:30. All
Shepherds must attend the training.

Camp Luther Weekend — June 2-3
Come to Camp Luther June 2-3
for FREE, Christ-centered
family fun! We’ll have camp
activities available including
archery, canoeing, swimming,
and hiking, as well as special
activities including bounce
houses, a petting zoo, minnow races, BINGO, a
silent auction, and rides in our giant red wagon.
Come for the day, or call ahead to stay overnight
for free! Outdoor worship is at 10AM on Sunday,
followed by our annual luncheon (free will donation.) See the complete schedule at
www.campluther.org/camp-luther-weekend or call
402-352-5655
CHECK OUT THEIR SUMMER CAMPS

Sunday Mornings for 7 -12th graders

TO SEE

WHAT YOUR FAMILY MIGHT ENJOY!

PERFECT ATTENDANCE IN→
Sunday School – Beginners’:
Sunday School – 3’s: Emma
Edwards, Dexter Edwards. 3rd: Eva Magallanes. 5th: Zoe Johnson.
Weekday School – Pre-School: Ryker Ayres,
Nolan Bulas, Braeden Catchpool, Connor
Catchpool, Hannah Jabs, Jamie Roberts, Gage
Rossi. Kindergarten: Ben Kuehn, Amelya
Schardt. 1st: Abby Jabs, Emma Wolfe. 2nd:
Kayden Bartunek, Ansley Catchpool, Hudson
Hookstra, Audrey Keilig, Ellie Wahlmeier. 3rd:
Isaac Ablott, Kiley Ayres, Gracie Craig, Thomas Fleming, Katelyn Hoins, Kolt Hudson,
Eva Magallanes, Barrett McIntyre, Lily
Sorgenfrei, Sarina Wolfe. 4th: Tenisha Bader,
Jackson Foster, Anthony Kuehn. 5th: Claire
Davis, Zoe Johnson, Gracey McIntyre, Ruby
Schardt. 6th: Justine Bierman, Jenna Fisher,
Katherine Greenland, Ben Hafer, Jerzie Kapustka, Maison Reeves. 7th: Logan Brooks,
Sam Dierks, Alexis Fisher, Avery Sorgenfrei,
Ian Waite. 8th: Kiernan Bierman, McKenna
Bloomberg, Caleb Clark, Ella Collins, Hannah
Fleming, Jeret Frerichs, Peytin Hudson, Cooper Hunsley, Jenna Kempf, Blake Kile, Caitlin
Knehans, Hunter Krueger, Andrew Matthies,
Josh Mellinger, Faith Molina, Elijah Mulligan,
Abigail Price.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN JUNE
Sunday Mornings
THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Fellowship hall - 9:15AM
This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the
Sunday morning readings.

ILLUMINATED FAITH
Using words and art to reflect on God’s Word [P-300]- Room 102-103 - 9:15AM
This class will continue through the summer for interested adults, along with the youth in grades 7-12.
There are two options: Bible journaling that includes an art component OR Bible Verse Mapping. Pick up a
reading schedule from the church office OR check the church website. If you are interested in joining the
class and want the devotion book that coordinates with each reading, please contact Vicki at the church
office. Interested in a preview of the class? Just stop by on Sunday morning to check it out!

Wednesday Mornings
MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11
Pastor Dunbar leads this group of old & new friends through prayer time, devotion, song, treats, sermon
discussion, and more! We welcome everyone to come and be a part of this wonderful Wednesday morning
group. We meet throughout the year and would love to have you join us!

Coming this fall...
Our Board of Evangelism is excited to offer the family of faith Every One His Witness…
Evangelism from a Lutheran perspective. Watch for more info in the coming months!

Key to Adult Bible Studies
C=
E=
H=
P=

Cultural …..contemporary issue/current event
Exegetical...study of the Bible
Historical…. chronological study
Practical….. a specific issue/practice in life

100 level200 level300 level400 level-

No prior knowledge of subject needed
Some Biblical knowledge helpful
More challenging and uses own Bible
Homework and a “dig deep” attitude

June Verse of the Month →
– Genesis 3:15
These are God’s words to the serpent after Adam
and Eve’s fall into sin. This verse is sometimes
called the protoevangelium (first gospel), because
it is the first place in Scripture where we hear of
the promised Savior who is to come. God says that
the offspring of the woman will crush the head –
completely defeat—the offspring of the serpent.
God’s people have long understood this to be a
prophecy of the Messiah. Jesus is the one who
comes to defeat the power of sin and death once
and for all. He is wounded in the process (the
striking of the heel), but gains the ultimate victory through his suffering, death and resurrection. The worst news of all time (humanity’s fall
into sin) is quickly followed by the best: God’s
grace and ultimate triumph over evil.

“And I will put
hostility between
you and the woman,
and between your
offspring and hers;
he will crush your
head and you will
strike his heel.”
- - Genesis 3:15
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We invite you to Join us each Sunday
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM
Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM

Staff of
Faith Lutheran Church
Office – 462-5044
www.aFamilyofFaith.com
(includes all email addresses)
Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor
462-9551 (Home)
Josh Davis, Pastor
402-705-0874 (Cell)
Wade Johnson, D.C.E.
463-8670 (Home)
Vicki Fisher, D.C.E.
462-0194 (Home)
Support Staff
Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary
Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper
Angie Nissen, Custodian

Our Mission Statement: Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.

2018 Church Council
Chairman: Dan Klammer
Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz

Vice Chairman: Doug Koopman
Recording Secretary: Carol Loetterle

Board of Education: Patti Ocker, Becky Hamik, Deb Wildhirt
Board of Evangelism: Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs, Jade Bartunek
Board of Family Life: Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt, Jocelyn Rundle
Board of Finance: Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young, Scott Hansen
Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel, David Bierman, Ron & Linda Hemberger
Board of Lay Ministry: Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, Ron Haase, Becky Schutte
Phil Nelson, Trisha Shafer
Board of Trustees: Donna Alber, Dan Michel, John Thom, Jeff Grabill,
Kathy Johnson, Tyler McCartney
Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Sandy Frerichs

